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more resilient. Once again, we will
choose love over hate and compassion
over intolerance. These are the themes
of the LGBT Pride Month, and they
cannot be lost in this overwhelming
tragedy.

This attack forces us to confront two
unpleasant facts about our country:
fact one, hateful rhetoric toward the
LGBT people and other minority
groups is still far too common; fact
two, it is far too easy for dangerous
people to access assault weapons.

I hope we have the courage to con-
front these facts and build a safer and
stronger America. This is what the vic-
tims and their families deserve.

———

SLAUGHTERED INNOCENTS

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, sometime
today or tomorrow, this House will
hold a moment of silence for 50 mas-
sacred Floridians who had their bodies
torn apart by a madman with a mili-
tary-grade weapon.

Silence—that is how the leadership of
the most powerful country in the world
will respond to this week’s massacre of
its citizens.

If this Congress had a single moral
fiber, we would force ourselves to get
to know the slaughtered innocents. We
would get to know Cory James Connell,
21 years old and a student at Valencia
College, a child with dreams cut short
by a madman with a military rifle
and—make no mistake—cut short by
this Congress’ fetish to repeatedly
meet bloody tragedy with silence.

Silence—that is what we offer in
America that supports many of the
things we could do to slow the blood-
bath.

Silence.

Not me. Not anymore. I will no
longer stand here absorbing the faux
concern, contrived gravity, and tepid
smugness of a House complicit in the
weekly bloodshed.

Sooner or later, the country will hold
us accountable for inaction. But as you
bow your head and think of what you
say to your God, when you are asked
what you did to slow the slaughter of
innocence, there will be silence.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 10, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
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sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 10, 2016 at 2:44 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2137.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2212.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 812.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1762.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 10, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
June 10, 2016, at 3:23 p.m., and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits a copy of a notice filed earlier with
the Federal Register continuing the emer-
gency with respect to Belarus. First declared
in Executive Order 13405, of June 16, 2006.
With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE ACTIONS AND POLICIES OF
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF BELARUS AND
OTHER PERSONS TO UNDERMINE
BELARUS’S DEMOCRATIC PROC-
ESSES OR INSTITUTIONS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 114-141)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
actions and policies of certain mem-
bers of the Government of Belarus and
other persons to undermine Belarus’s
democratic processes or institutions
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that was declared in Executive Order
13405 of June 16, 2006, is to continue in
effect beyond June 16, 2016.

The actions and policies of certain
members of the Government of Belarus
and other persons to undermine
Belarus’s democratic processes or insti-
tutions, to commit human rights
abuses related to political repression,
and to engage in public corruption con-
tinue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13405 with respect to Belarus.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 10, 2016.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1630

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. NEWHOUSE) at 4 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

NETWORKING AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT MODERNIZATION
ACT OF 2016

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5312) to amend the High-Perform-
ance Computing Act of 1991 to author-
ize activities for support of networking
and information technology research,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Networking
and Information Technology Research and
Development Modernization Act of 2016”".
SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

Section 3 of the High-Performance Com-
puting Act of 1991 (15 U.S.C. 5502) is amend-
ed—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘high-performance computing”’
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and inserting ‘‘networking and information
technology’’;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘expanding Federal support
for research, development, and application of
high-performance computing’’ and inserting
‘“‘supporting Federal research, development,
and application of networking and informa-
tion technology’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing’ both places it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘networking and infor-
mation technology’’;

(C) by striking subparagraphs (C) and (D);

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following:

“(C) stimulate research on and promote
more rapid development of high-end com-
puting systems software and applications
software;’’;

(E) by redesignating subparagraphs (E)
through (H) as subparagraphs (D) through
(G), respectively;

(F') in subparagraph (D), as so redesignated,
by inserting ‘‘high-end’ after ‘‘the develop-
ment of”’;

(G) in subparagraphs (E) and (F), as so re-
designated, by striking ‘‘high-performance
computing’’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘networking and information tech-
nology’’; and

(H) in subparagraph (G), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘high-performance’” and
inserting ‘‘high-end’’; and

(3) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘high-performance com-
puting and’” and inserting ‘‘networking and
information technology and’’; and

(B) by striking ‘high-performance com-
puting network’ and inserting ‘‘networking
and information technology’’.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

Section 4 of the High-Performance Com-
puting Act of 1991 (15 U.S.C. 5503) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking paragraphs (3) and (5);

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), (4),
(6), and (7) as paragraphs (2), (3), (5), (7), and
(8), respectively;

(3) by inserting before paragraph (2), as so
redesignated, the following new paragraph:

‘(1) ‘cyber-physical systems’ means phys-
ical or engineered systems whose networking
and information technology functions and
physical elements are deeply integrated and
are actively connected to the physical world
through sensors, actuators, or other means
to perform monitoring and control func-
tions;”’;

(4) in paragraph (3), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘high-performance computing’”’ and
inserting ‘‘networking and information tech-
nology’’;

(5) by inserting after paragraph (3), as so
redesignated, the following new paragraph:

‘“(4) ‘high-end computing’ means the most
advanced and capable computing systems,
including their hardware, storage, net-
working and software, encompassing both
massive computational capability and large-
scale data analytics;’’;

(6) by inserting after paragraph (5), as so
redesignated, the following new paragraph:

‘(6) ‘networking and information tech-
nology’ means high-end computing, commu-
nications, and information technologies,
high-capacity and high-speed networks, spe-
cial purpose and experimental systems, high-
end computing systems software and applica-
tions software, and the management of large
data sets;”’; and

(7) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘National High-Performance Com-
puting Program’ and inserting ‘‘Networking
and Information Technology Research and
Development Program’.
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SEC. 4. TITLE I HEADING.

The heading of title I of such Act (15 U.S.C.
5511 et seq.) is amended by striking ‘“HIGH-
PERFORMANCE COMPUTING” and insert-
ing “NETWORKING AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY”.

SEC. 5. NETWORKING AND INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAM.

Section 101 of the High-Performance Com-
puting Act of 1991 (15 U.S.C. 5511) is amend-
ed—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘NA-
TIONAL HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMPUTING PRO-
GRAM”’ and inserting ‘‘NETWORKING AND INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAM’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“NATIONAL HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMPUTING
PROGRAM” and inserting ‘‘NETWORKING AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT"’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“‘National High-Performance
Computing Program’ and inserting ‘‘Net-
working and Information Technology Re-
search and Development Program’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing, including net-
working’’ and inserting ‘‘networking and in-
formation technology’’;

(iii) in subparagraphs (B) and (G), by strik-
ing ‘‘high-performance’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘high-end’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing and networking”
and inserting ‘‘high-end computing, distrib-
uted, and networking’’;

(v) by amending subparagraph (D) to read
as follows:

‘(D) provide for efforts to increase soft-
ware security and reliability;”’;

(vi) in subparagraph (H)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘support and guidance”’
after “‘provide’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘““and’ after the semicolon;

(vii) in subparagraph (I)—

(I) by striking ‘‘improving the security”’
and inserting ‘‘improving the security, reli-
ability, and resilience’’; and

(IT) by striking the period at the end and
inserting a semicolon; and

(viii) by adding at the end the following
new subparagraphs:

“(J) provide for increased understanding of
the scientific principles of cyber-physical
systems and improve the methods available
for the design, development, and operation of
cyber-physical systems that are character-
ized by high reliability, safety, and security;

“(K) provide for research and development
on human-computer interactions, visualiza-
tion, and big data;

‘(L) provide for research and development
on the enhancement of cybersecurity; and

‘(M) provide for a research framework to
leverage cyber-physical systems, high capac-
ity and high speed communication networks,
and large-scale data analytics to integrate
city-scale information technology and phys-
ical infrastructures.’’;

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

““(A) establish the goals and priorities for
Federal networking and information tech-
nology research, development, education,
and other activities;”’;

(ii) by amending subparagraph (C) to read
as follows:

“(C) provide for interagency coordination
of Federal networking and information tech-
nology research, development, education,
and other activities undertaken pursuant to
the Program;’’;
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(iii) by amending subparagraph (E) to read
as follows:

‘““(E) encourage and monitor the efforts of
the agencies participating in the Program to
allocate the level of resources and manage-
ment attention necessary to ensure that the
strategic plan under subsection (e) is devel-
oped and executed effectively and that the
objectives of the Program are met; and’’; and

(iv) in subparagraph (F), by striking “high-
performance’ and inserting ‘‘high-end’’;

(D) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (B), (C),
(D), and (E) as subparagraphs (E), (F), (&),
and (J), respectively;

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraphs:

‘“(B) provide, as appropriate, a list of the
senior steering groups and strategic plans
that are planned or underway as addressed
under section 104;

‘(C) provide a description of workshops
and other activities conducted under section
104, including participants and findings;

‘(D) provide a detailed description of the
nature and scope of research infrastructure
designated as such under the Program;’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (E), as so redesig-
nated—

(I) by redesignating clauses (vii) through
(xi) as clauses (viii) through (xii), respec-
tively; and

(IT) by inserting after clause (vi) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(vii) the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity;”’;

(iv) in subparagraph (F),
nated—

(I) by striking ‘‘is submitted,” and insert-
ing ‘‘is submitted, the levels for the previous
fiscal year,”; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘each Program Component
Area;” and inserting ‘‘each Program Compo-
nent Area and research area supported in ac-
cordance with section 103;"’;

(v) by amending subparagraph (G), as so re-
designated, to read as follows:

“(G) describe the levels of Federal funding
for each agency and department partici-
pating in the Program, and for each Program
Component Area, for the fiscal year during
which such report is submitted, the levels for
the previous fiscal year, and the levels pro-
posed for the fiscal year with respect to
which the budget submission applies;’’; and

(vi) by inserting after subparagraph (G), as
so redesignated, the following:

‘“(H) include a description of how the objec-
tives for each Program Component Area, and
the objectives for activities that involve
multiple Program Component Areas, relate
to the objectives of the Program identified
in the strategic plan required under sub-
section (e);

(D include—

‘(i) a description of the funding required
by the National Coordination Office to per-
form the functions specified under section
102(b) for the current fiscal year;

‘“(ii) a description of the estimated funding
required by such Office to perform the func-
tions specified under section 102(b) for the
next fiscal year; and

‘‘(iii) the amount of funding provided for
such Office for the current fiscal year by
each agency participating in the Program;
and’’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘high-performance com-
puting’” both places it appears and inserting
“networking and information technology’’;
and

(ii) after the first sentence, by inserting
the following: ‘‘Each chair of the advisory
committee shall meet the qualifications of

as so redesig-
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committee membership and may be a mem-
ber of the President’s Council of Advisors on
Science and Technology.”’;

(B) in paragraph (1)(D), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing, networking tech-
nology, and related software’” and inserting
“networking and information technology’’;
and

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the second sentence, by striking 2
and inserting ‘‘3’’;

(ii) by striking ““Committee on Science and
Technology’ and inserting ‘‘Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘“The first report shall be
due within 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of the America COMPETES Act.”’;

(4) in subsection (c)(1)(A), by striking
“high-performance computing’ and insert-
ing ‘‘networking and information tech-
nology’’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

‘‘(d) PERIODIC REVIEWS.—The agencies iden-
tified in subsection (a)(3)(B) shall—

‘(1) periodically assess and update, as ap-
propriate, the contents, scope, and funding
levels of the Program Component Areas and
work through the National Science and
Technology Council and with the assistance
of the National Coordination Office described
under section 102 to restructure the Program
when warranted, taking into consideration
any relevant recommendations of the advi-
sory committee established under subsection
(b); and

‘(2) working through the National Science
and Technology Council and with the assist-
ance of the National Coordination Office de-
scribed under section 102, ensure that the
Program includes large-scale, long-term,
interdisciplinary research and development
activities, including activities described in
section 103.

‘‘(e) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The agencies identified
in subsection (a)(3)(B), working through the
National Science and Technology Council
and with the assistance of the National Co-
ordination Office described under section 102,
shall develop, within 12 months after the
date of enactment of the Networking and In-
formation Technology Research and Devel-
opment Modernization Act of 2016, and up-
date every five years thereafter, a five-year
strategic plan for the Program.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—The strategic plan shall
specify near-term and long-term cross-cut-
ting objectives for the Program, the antici-
pated time frame for achieving the near-
term objectives, the metrics to be used for
assessing progress toward the objectives, and
how the Program will—

““(A) address long-term challenges of na-
tional importance for which solutions re-
quire large-scale, long-term, interdiscipli-
nary research and development;

‘“(B) encourage and support mechanisms
for interdisciplinary research and develop-
ment in networking and information tech-
nology and for Grand Challenges, including
through collaborations across agencies,
across Program Component Areas, with in-
dustry, with Federal laboratories (as defined
in section 4 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3703)), and with international organizations;

“(C) foster the transfer of research and de-
velopment results into new technologies and
applications in the national interest, includ-
ing through cooperation and collaborations
with networking and information technology
research, development, and technology tran-
sition initiatives supported by the States;

‘(D) provide for cyberinfrastructure needs,
as appropriate, across federally funded large-
scale research facilities that produce or will
produce large amounts of data that will need
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to be stored, curated, and made publicly
available;

‘“(E) strengthen all levels of networking
and information technology education and
training programs to ensure an adequate,
well-trained workforce; and

‘(F) attract individuals identified in sec-
tions 33 and 34 of the Science and Engineer-
ing Equal Opportunities Act (42 U.S.C. 1885a
and 1885b) to networking and information
technology fields.

‘“(3) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The entities in-
volved in developing the strategic plan under
paragraph (1) shall take into consideration
the recommendations—

‘“(A) of the advisory committee established
under subsection (b);

‘“(B) of the Committee on Science and rel-
evant subcommittees of the National
Science and Technology Council; and

“(C) of the stakeholders whose input was
solicited by the National Coordination Of-
fice, as required under section 102(b)(3).

‘“(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Director of
the National Coordination Office shall trans-
mit the strategic plan required under para-
graph (1) to the advisory committee, the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives, and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate.”.

SEC. 6. NATIONAL COORDINATION OFFICE.

Section 102 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5512) is
amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 102. NATIONAL COORDINATION OFFICE.

‘“(a) OFFICE.—The Director shall maintain
a National Coordination Office with a Direc-
tor and full-time staff.

‘“(b) FuncTIONS.—The National Coordina-
tion Office shall—

‘(1) provide technical and administrative
support to—

‘“(A) the agencies participating in planning
and implementing the Program, including
such support as needed in the development of
the strategic plan under section 101(e); and

‘(B) the advisory committee established
under section 101(b), as appropriate;

‘“(2) serve as the primary point of contact
on Federal networking and information tech-
nology activities for government organiza-
tions, academia, industry, professional soci-
eties, State computing and networking tech-
nology programs, interested citizen groups,
and others to exchange technical and pro-
grammatic information;

‘“(8) solicit input and recommendations
from a wide range of stakeholders during the
development of each strategic plan required
under section 101(e) and the scope of the Pro-
gram Component Areas through the con-
vening of at least one workshop with
invitees from academia, industry, Federal
laboratories, and other relevant organiza-
tions and institutions;

‘“(4) conduct and increase outreach, includ-
ing to academia, industry, other relevant or-
ganizations and institutions, and the public,
in order to increase awareness of the Pro-
gram and the benefits of the Program and to
increase potential opportunities for collabo-
ration between agencies participating in the
Program and the private sector; and

‘() promote access to and early applica-
tion of the technologies, innovations, and ex-
pertise derived from Program activities to
agency missions and systems across the Fed-
eral Government and to United States indus-
try.

‘‘(c) SOURCE OF FUNDING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The operation of the Na-
tional Coordination Office shall be supported
by funds from each agency participating in
the Program, subject to the availability of
appropriations for such purpose.

‘“(2) SPECIFICATIONS.—The portion of the
total budget of such Office that is authorized
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to be provided by each agency for each fiscal
year shall be in the same proportion as each
such agency’s share of the total budget for
the Program for the previous fiscal year, as
specified in the report required under section
101(a)(3).

‘“(3) WAIVER.—As appropriate, the Director
may consider and approve a reduction or
waiver of an agency contribution require-
ment under paragraph (2).”.

SEC. 7. NEXT GENERATION INTERNET.

Section 103 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5513) is
repealed.

SEC. 8. GRAND CHALLENGES IN AREAS OF NA-
TIONAL IMPORTANCE.

Title I of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5511 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“SEC. 103. GRAND CHALLENGES IN AREAS OF NA-
TIONAL IMPORTANCE.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Program shall en-
courage agencies identified in section
101(a)(3)(E) to support large-scale, long-term,
interdisciplinary research and development
activities in networking and information
technology directed toward agency mission
areas that have the potential for significant
contributions to national economic competi-
tiveness and for other significant societal
benefits. Such activities, ranging from basic
research to the demonstration of technical
solutions, shall be designed to advance the
development of fundamental discoveries. The
advisory committee established under sec-
tion 101(b) shall make recommendations to
the Program for candidate research and de-
velopment areas for support under this sec-
tion.

*“(b) CHARACTERISTICS.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Research and develop-
ment activities under this section shall—

‘“(A) include projects selected on the basis
of applications for support through a com-
petitive, merit-based process;

‘(B) involve collaborations among re-
searchers in institutions of higher education
and industry, and may involve nonprofit re-
search institutions and Federal laboratories,
as appropriate;

‘(C) leverage Federal investments through
collaboration with related State and private
sector initiatives; and

‘(D) include a plan for fostering the trans-
fer of research discoveries and the results of
technology demonstration activities, includ-
ing from institutions of higher education and
Federal laboratories, to industry for com-
mercial development.

‘“(2) COST-SHARING.—In selecting applica-
tions for support, the agencies may give spe-
cial consideration to projects that include
cost sharing from non-Federal sources.

“(3) AGENCY COLLABORATION.—If two or
more agencies identified in section
101(a)(3)(E), or other appropriate agencies,
are working on large-scale networking and
information technology research and devel-
opment activities in the same area of na-
tional importance, then such agencies shall
strive to collaborate through joint solicita-
tion and selection of applications for support
and subsequent funding of projects.

‘(4) INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH CEN-
TERS.—Research and development activities
under this section may be supported through
interdisciplinary research centers that are
organized to investigate basic research ques-
tions and carry out technology demonstra-
tion activities in areas described in sub-
section (a). Research may be carried out
through existing interdisciplinary centers.”.
SEC. 9. WORKSHOPS AND SENIOR STEERING

GROUPS.

Title I of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5511 et seq.) is
amended further by adding after section 103,
as added by section 8 of this Act, the fol-
lowing new section:
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“SEC. 104. ADDRESSING EMERGING ISSUES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to address
emerging issues, the Director of the National
Coordination Office may conduct workshops
and other activities on research areas of
emerging importance, which may include the
grand challenge areas identified under sec-
tion 103, with participants from institutions
of higher education, Federal laboratories,
and industry, in order to help guide Program
investments and strategic planning in those
areas, including areas identified in sub-
section (b).

‘““(b) Focus AREAS.—In selecting research
areas under subsection (a), the Director of
the National Coordination Office shall con-
sider the following topics:

‘(1) Data analytics to identify the current
and future state of performing inference, pre-
diction, and other forms of analysis of data,
and methods for the collection, manage-
ment, preservation, and use of data.

‘“(2) The current and future state of the
science, engineering, policy, and social un-
derstanding of privacy protection.

‘(3) The current and future state of funda-
mental research on the systems and science
of the interplay of people and computing as
well as the coordination and support being
undertaken in areas such as social com-
puting, human-robot interaction, privacy,
and health-related aspects in human-com-
puter systems.

‘‘(c) FuNcTIONS.—The participants in the
workshops shall, as appropriate—

‘(1) develop options for models for research
and development partnerships among insti-
tutions of higher education, Federal labora-
tories, and industry, including mechanisms
for the support of research and development
carried out under these partnerships;

‘“(2) develop options for research and devel-
opment for the specific issue areas that
would be addressed through such partner-
ships;

‘“(3) propose guidelines for assigning intel-
lectual property rights and for the transfer
of research results to the private sector; and

‘“(4) make recommendations for how Fed-
eral agencies participating in the Program
can help support research and development
partnerships for the specific issue areas.

‘(d) PARTICIPANTS.—The Director of the
National Coordination Office shall ensure
that the participants in the workshops—

‘(1) are individuals with knowledge and ex-
pertise in the specific issue areas; and

‘(2) represent a broad mix of relevant
stakeholders, including academic and indus-
try researchers and, as appropriate, Federal
agencies.

‘‘(e) SENIOR STEERING GROUPS AND STRA-
TEGIC PLANS.—As appropriate, the Director
of the National Coordination Office shall es-
tablish senior steering groups and develop fo-
cused strategic plans to coordinate and guide
activities under the research areas identified
under this section, taking into consideration
the findings and recommendations from any
workshops carried out on those research top-
ics.”.

SEC. 10. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION AC-
TIVITIES.

Section 201 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5521) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘high-end’’ after ‘‘National
Science Foundation shall provide’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘high-performance com-
puting” and all that follows through ‘‘net-
working;’”’ and inserting ‘‘networking and in-
formation technology; and”’;

(B) by striking paragraphs (2) through (4);
and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(2) the National Science Foundation shall
use its existing programs, in collaboration
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with other agencies, as appropriate, to im-
prove the teaching and learning of net-
working and information technology at all
levels of education and to increase participa-
tion in networking and information tech-
nology fields, including by individuals iden-
tified in sections 33 and 34 of the Science and
Engineering Equal Opportunities Act (42
U.S.C. 1885a and 1885b).”’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b).

SEC. 11. NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES.

Section 202 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5522) is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);

(2) by striking ‘‘(a) GENERAL RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—’; and

(3) by striking ‘‘high-performance com-
puting’”’ and inserting ‘‘networking and in-
formation technology’’.

SEC. 12. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ACTIVITIES.

Section 203 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5523) is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);

(2) by striking ‘‘(a) GENERAL RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—";

(3) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘high-per-
formance computing and networking” and
inserting ‘‘networking and information tech-
nology’’; and

(4) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘high-
performance’ and inserting ‘‘high-end”.

SEC. 13. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ACTIVI-
TIES.

Section 204 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5524) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing systems and net-
works”’ and inserting ‘‘networking and infor-
mation technology systems and capabili-
ties’’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘inter-
operability of high-performance computing
systems in networks and for common user
interfaces to systems’ and inserting ‘‘inter-
operability and usability of networking and
information technology systems’’; and

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing’ and inserting ‘‘net-
working and information technology’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘HIGH-PER-
FORMANCE COMPUTING AND NETWORK’’ and in-
serting “NETWORKING AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘Pursuant to the Computer
Security Act of 1987 (Public Law 100-235; 101
Stat. 1724), the” and inserting ‘‘The’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘sensitive’’; and

(3) by striking subsections (c¢) and (d).

SEC. 14. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
ACTIVITIES.

Section 205 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5525) is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);

(2) by striking ‘‘(a) GENERAL RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—";

(3) by striking ‘‘basic and applied’’;

(4) by striking ‘‘computational’”’ and in-
serting ‘‘networking and information tech-
nology’’; and

(5) by inserting ‘‘All software and code,
along with any subsequent updates to the
software and code, developed by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency under the Pro-
gram and used in conducting scientific re-
search shall be made publically available. In
cases where the underlying software or code
is proprietary or contains confidential busi-
ness information, the Agency shall disclose
only the name and vendor of the software
and code used for all proprietary or confiden-
tial business information portions of the
software or code. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency shall ensure that the research
conducted under the Program does not dupli-
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cate the scope or aims of similar research
and initiatives at other Federal agencies. No
Environmental Protection Agency funds
shall be used towards research that dupli-
cates the scope or aims of similar research
and initiatives at other Federal agencies.”
after ‘‘dynamics models.”.

SEC. 15. ROLE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDU-

CATION.

Section 206 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5526) is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);

(2) by striking ‘‘(a) GENERAL RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—’; and

(3) by striking ‘‘to conduct basic’ and all
that follows through ‘‘software capabilities”
and inserting ‘‘to support programs and ac-
tivities to improve the teaching and learning
of networking and information technology
fields and contribute to the development of a
skilled networking and information tech-
nology workforce”.

SEC. 16. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

Section 207(b) of such Act (15 TU.S.C.
55627(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘high-per-
formance computing’” and inserting ‘‘net-
working and information technology”’.

SEC. 17. REPEAL.

Section 208 of such Act (156 U.S.C. 5528) is
repealed.

SEC. 18. ADDITIONAL REPEAL.

Section 4 of the Department of Energy
High-End Computing Revitalization Act of
2004 (15 U.S.C. 5543) is repealed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. LAHOOD) and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5312,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5312, the Networking and Infor-
mation Technology Research and De-
velopment Modernization Act of 2016.

First off, I would like to thank Chair-
man LAMAR SMITH for his hard work in
bringing this bill through the House
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee, and my colleague, Ranking
Member EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, for
her leadership in introducing this bi-
partisan legislation with me.

The Networking and Information
Technology Research and Development
Program, also known as the NITRD
Program, is the primary Federal re-
search and development investment
portfolio in unclassified networking,
computing, software, cybersecurity,
and related information technologies.

In my district, the NITRD Program
supports Federal investment in re-
search at universities like Western I1li-
nois University in Macomb, Illinois,
and the Blue Waters supercomputer at
the University of Illinois in Urbana, I1-
linois. NITRD also supports public-pri-
vate partnerships between high-per-
formance supercomputing and private



H3712

corporations like, Caterpillar Corpora-
tion, based in Peoria, Illinois.

Information technology is all around
us in our day-to-day lives—on our
smartphones, in our cars, and in our
homes. It improves our way of life,
even in ways that are not always visi-
ble or apparent. As technology rapidly
advances, the need for research and de-
velopment continues to evolve. The
NITRD Program works to prevent du-
plicative and overlapping efforts in
this space, thereby enabling more effi-
cient use of government resources and
taxpayer dollars, while also supporting
new and innovative research and devel-
opment efforts at our Nation’s univer-
sities and through public-private part-
nerships.

This bill implements several impor-
tant policies to help lead the way for
future technological innovations and
modernize the NITRD Program. Spe-
cifically, the bill improves the program
in the following ways:

First, it establishes a strategic plan-
ning and review process for the NITRD
investment  portfolio, with clear
metrics and objectives.

Second, it works to improve inter-
agency as well as government and pri-
vate sector coordination and commu-
nication.

Third, it focuses the NITRD invest-
ment portfolio on areas of national in-
terest and increasing importance like
data analytics, privacy protection, and
human-computer systems.

These changes to current law will re-
duce bureaucracy and ensure that
hardworking Americans’ taxpayer dol-
lars are being used efficiently and ef-
fectively.

Important to note, this legislation
authorizes no new spending.

Smart investments in information
technology research and development
are crucial for our Nation. Work in re-
lated areas bolsters economic competi-
tiveness and creates new industries and
businesses; it helps ensure future na-
tional security, including cybersecu-
rity; and creates the good-paying jobs
we need for today and tomorrow.

As such, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important piece of legislation
to modernize NITRD and streamline
Federal research and development in-
vestment.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 5312,
the Networking and Information Tech-
nology Research and Development
Modernization Act of 2016.

The bill before us modernizes the
original High-Performance Computing
Act of 1991. In the 25 years that have
passed since that bill established the
framework for Federal investment in
computing research, networking and
information technologies, NIT, has
transformed how we communicate with
each other, how we get around, how we
bank, and how we shop.
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NIT has helped provide teachers and
students in diverse communities across
our Nation access to resources and
learning opportunities that were pre-
viously out of reach.

NIT has transformed every industry
sector, increasing efficiency and pro-
ductivity, while creating  higher
skilled, better paying jobs. NIT made
possible the decoding of the human ge-
nome and has led to myriad improve-
ments in medical diagnostics and
treatments.

Over these past 25 years, networking
and information technologies have cre-
ated opportunities across all aspects of
our lives that were previously unimagi-
nable. With those opportunities, NIT
has also created new challenges for in-
dividual and collective safety and secu-
rity and for our privacy.

Our critical infrastructure, our
banks, our commercial enterprises, and
our own personal wallets and identities
are vulnerable to criminals and state
actors alike. Our privacy is being com-
promised daily, whether we are public
figures or private citizens.

We cannot go back to a world before
NIT, nor should we. However, while in-
vesting in advancements in NIT and its
many applications, we must also invest
in protecting our security and privacy.

The Networking and Information
Technology Research and Development
Program, or NITRD, which grew out of
the original 1991 High-Performance
Computing Act, does just that. The
interagency NITRD Program supports
a full range of research and develop-
ment that provides the foundation of
scientific understanding and acceler-
ates the development of advanced in-
formation technologies, while
strengthening cybersecurity and pri-
vacy. The program also advances NIT
to accelerate discovery in many other
areas of science and engineering, from
astronomy to biomedical research.

The legislation we are considering
today, the Networking and Information
Technology Research and Development
Modernization Act, continues to
strengthen the management, coordina-
tion, and oversight of the NITRD Pro-
gram. It helps ensure that Federal in-
vestments in NIT R&D remain at the
cutting edge and continuously evolve
to include important emerging areas of
NIT. In addition, it encourages large-
scale interdisciplinary and cross-agen-
cy collaborations in ‘‘grand challenge”
areas of R&D. Finally, the bill encour-
ages strong collaboration and coordina-
tion with industry and other stake-
holders.

Over time, there have been some
amendments to the 1991 Act. H.R. 5312,
represents the committee’s fourth at-
tempt in as many Congresses to enact
a comprehensive modernization of the
25-year-old law.

For the first time since our first ef-
fort in 2009, the Senate has proposed
draft language of its own. I am hopeful
that we can get a NITRD moderniza-
tion bill to the President’s desk before
yvear’s end. Given the profound implica-
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tions for our economic and national se-
curity, NIT is not an area of science
and technology for which the U.S. can
afford to cede leadership.

I want to thank Representative
LAHOOD, Chairman SMITH, and com-
mittee staff for an open, collaborative,
and good process which has led to a
very good bill. I am pleased to be a co-
sponsor of the bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 6
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SMITH), the chairman of the
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LLAHoOD) for
taking the initiative on this innova-
tion bill. And I am also pleased that
the ranking member, the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON), is a cosponsor of H.R. 5312, the
Networking and Information Tech-
nology Research and Development
Modernization Act of 2016.

Mr. Speaker, in this digital age, ad-
vancing and protecting our Nation’s
computing and networking systems is
more important than ever. This legisla-
tion ensures that Federal science agen-
cies focus on networking and informa-
tion technology priorities that are in
the national interest, and it provides
the coordinating R&D efforts necessary
to improve cyber and data security na-
tionwide. Better network security pro-
motes U.S. competitiveness, enhances
national security, and creates high-
tech jobs.

The NITRD Modernization bill is an
update to the High-Performance Com-
puting Act of 1991. The authorized pro-
gram represents the Federal Govern-
ment’s main R&D portfolio for unclas-
sified advanced networking, com-
puting, software, cybersecurity, and re-
lated information technologies.

Currently, 21 Federal agencies are
contributing members of NITRD, with
many additional agencies participating
in the program. This bill serves as the
mechanism for interagency coordina-
tion of R&D to produce a tighter focus
without wasteful duplication of re-
search efforts among Federal agencies
or the private sector. This will help
save taxpayers’ dollars. It also rebal-
ances agency R&D portfolios to focus
less on short-term, incremental ap-
proaches and much more on large-
scale, long-term interdisciplinary re-
search to transform and enable new
computing capabilities.

Federal agencies are expected to in-
vest more than $4.4 billion in fiscal
year 2017 on NITRD Program activi-
ties. These investments go toward
basic research at the frontiers of high-
end computing, networking, and infor-
mation technology. More than $1.1 bil-
lion of this is invested by the National
Science Foundation and $720 million by
the Department of Energy.

This taxpayer-funded basic research
is intended to keep the United States
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the global leader in high-end com-
puting and networking, which is cru-
cial to our future economic and na-
tional security. The bill does this by
updating and reforming the underlying
High-Performance Computing statute
to reflect the current mature state of
our vibrant computing industry. It also
codifies the NITRD National Coordina-
tion Office, housed within the National
Science Foundation, to oversee the
participating agencies.

The NITRD Program has eight stra-
tegic priorities for its enabling re-
search: cybersecurity, autonomous
robotic systems, high-end computing
and applications, exascale computing,
human-computer interaction, large-
scale networking, workforce develop-
ment, and software design.

Technologies that develop from these
research priorities are used by the
commercial sector and the government
to protect and enhance emergency
communications, the power grid, air
traffic control systems, our national
energy resources, scientific discovery,
human exploration, new product devel-
opment, and national defense systems.

Advanced networking and informa-
tion technology supports and boosts
American discovery and innovation,
improves our international competi-
tiveness, expands the U.S. economy,
and, of course, creates millions of jobs.

Mr. Speaker, American job creators
also recognize the importance of net-
working and information technology
research and development.
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Many industry partners and stake-
holders have written letters in support
of this bill. They include the Com-
puting Research Association, the Com-
puting Technology Industry Associa-
tion, the Information Technology In-
dustry Council, and the Texas A&M
University System.

As shown by hearings that the House
Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology has held this Congress, in-
cluding the most recent on the FDIC,
cyber breaches are becoming all too
commonplace. This legislation encour-
ages agencies to increase under-
standing of ways to detect, prevent,
and recover from actions that com-
promise or threaten computer-based
systems.

I again thank our Science, Space, and
Technology Committee colleague, Rep-
resentative LAHOOD, for his efforts on
this issue, and I also commend Major-
ity Leader McCarthy for his vision in
establishing a focused innovation ini-
tiative in the House of which this legis-
lation is a part.

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 5312.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I have no further
requests for time, and I urge a positive
vote on the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LOUDERMILK).
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Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding his
time.

Mr. Speaker, I chair the Oversight
Subcommittee on the Science, Space,
and Technology Committee, and my
subcommittee has held numerous hear-
ings on the ever-evolving threat of
cyber intrusions.

I also owned and operated an infor-
mation technology company for more
than 20 years, so I know firsthand the
importance of safeguarding sensitive
information and private customer data.
Regrettably, as we have seen through
many unfortunate examples, the Amer-
ican people have good reason to ques-
tion whether their private information
is being properly secured.

That is why I am pleased to support
H.R. 5312, the Networking and Informa-
tion Technology Research and Develop-
ment Modernization Act of 2016. This
legislation ensures that Federal
science agencies focus on networking
and information technology priorities
that are in the national interest, and
also provides the coordinated research
and development efforts necessary to
improve cyber and data security na-
tionwide.

The bill also encourages agencies to
increase understanding of ways to de-
tect, prevent, and recover from actions
that threaten computer systems. This
legislation will help stimulate innova-
tion in the technology sector and will
enable our Nation to better understand
and secure its systems for the future.

I thank my Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee colleague (Mr.
LAHooOD) for his work on this issue, and
I urge my colleagues to support the
bill.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS), my colleague and
friend from Illinois.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my friend and col-
league, Mr. LAHoOOD, Chairman SMITH,
and Ranking Member EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON.

This is a piece of legislation that
may not get a lot of publicity, but it is
essential to our research capabilities
and supercomputing capabilities for
our future right here in this country.
The United States of America needs to
continue to lead in this arena.

Who would have thought that while
they were writing the High Perform-
ance Computing Act of 1991, it would
have to be amended because of innova-
tion that we have seen at many of our
universities throughout this great
country.

I am obviously in support of H.R. 5312
because it is going to streamline Fed-
eral investment in high-end computing,
benefiting local entities in Illinois that
use advanced technologies, such as the
University of Illinois in my district,
Caterpillar, and Western Illinois Uni-
versity that is served so well by Con-
gressman LAHOOD.

This legislation ensures that the Uni-
versity of Illinois, the home to nation-
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ally recognized scientists and the Blue
Waters Supercomputer, can continue
to be the leader that they are in the
fields of networking and computing.

The National Center for Supercom-
puting Applications at the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is
funded by many Federal agencies and
has an impressive history of providing
integrated cyber infrastructure to sci-
entists, engineers, and scholars across
the country.

Addressing complex problems in to-
day’s science and society requires ex-
pertise and engagement from multiple
disciplines. NCSA is committed to con-
tinuing to serve as a central hub for
transdisciplinary teams to unite in
making technological advancements.
These important research programs are
critical for coordinating Federal re-
search and fostering revolutionary
breakthroughs in computing, net-
working, software, and cybersecurity.

By streamlining the NITRD Pro-
gram, we can ensure U.S. competitive-
ness in advanced technologies while
improving collaboration between Fed-
eral agencies, national laboratories,
private industry, and academia.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is an effective
use of taxpayer dollars.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I include
in the RECORD the letters of support
mentioned by Chairman SMITH, includ-
ing the letter from the University of I1-
linois.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for H.R.
5312.

I yield back the balance of my time.

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS,
Champaign, IL, June 13, 2016.
Hon. DARIN LAHOOD,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE LAHOOD: The Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (Ur-
bana) is pleased to endorse H.R. 5312, the
Networking and Information Technology Re-
search and Development (NITRD) Moderniza-
tion Act of 2016.

The NITRD program plays a critical role in
coordinating federal investments in Informa-
tion Technology (IT) research and develop-
ment to better enable and equip research
communities in addressing complex grand
challenges in science, engineering, and soci-
ety.

Coordination and integration is increas-
ingly important in the IT ecosystem. This is
particularly true for high performance com-
puting (HPC) and Big Data. At Urbana, the
National Center for Supercomputing Appli-
cations (NCSA) serves as a world-class hub of
transdisciplinary research and digital schol-
arship in which collaborators from across
the globe unite to solve real-world problems.
NCSA leads the two single largest National
Science Foundation (NSF) investments in
high-end computing and data analysis—the
NSF Blue Waters supercomputer, the most
powerful supercomputer in the academic
world, and the NSF Extreme Science and En-
gineering Discovery Environment (XSEDE)
project, which provides collaborative and
shared computing services to the HPC com-
munity. These two computing projects sup-
port thousands of researchers from across
the nation whose research is funded sepa-
rately by numerous federal agencies. By pro-
viding unique science capabilities, these fa-
cilities are catalyzing significant discov-
eries.
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In this highly competitive world, we ap-
plaud your efforts to lead this legislation to
maintain U.S. leadership in research and in-
novation.

Sincerely,
BARBARA J. WILSON,
Interim Chancellor.
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR,
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM,
College Station, TX, June 8, 2016.
Hon. LAMAR SMITH,
Chairman, House Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH: Thank you for your
leadership in advancing the bipartisan Net-
working and Information Technology Re-
search and Development (NITRD) Moderniza-
tion Act of 2016. As our nation and its citi-
zens become increasingly connected through
information technology, the need to reau-
thorize this critical program is evident.

We especially applaud the Committee for
updating the program to focus on large-
scale, long-term transformative inter-
disciplinary research. We face growing chal-
lenges that are complex and interrelated—
from cybersecurity threats to human inter-
faces with information technology—that re-
quire new approaches to research and devel-
opment. To this end, we are also pleased to
see an increased focus in this legislation on
Grand Challenges and cyber security needs.

As a leader in cybersecurity and informa-
tion technology research and education,
Texas A&M University is proud to partner
with industry and Federal agencies to pro-
vide solutions to some of our nation’s most
vexing issues. The National Security Agency
(NSA) and the Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) designated Texas A&M Univer-
sity as a National Center of Academic Excel-
lence, both in education and in research.
This well-regarded designation places Texas
A&M among a select group of only 30 univer-
sities that have earned both distinctions.
Further the Texas A&M Engineering Exten-
sion Service (TEEX) provides a wide variety
of online cybersecurity training for commu-
nity leaders and businesses from cyberlaw
and white collar crime to ethics to risk man-
agement and network vulnerability assess-
ment. Given the rapidly expanding workforce
needs in this area, Texas A&M prides itself
on preparing students and professionals to
keep our nation competitive.

We are grateful for your leadership of the
Science Committee and the work that you
have put into this legislation. We look for-
ward to continuing our work with you in the
coming months and years.

Sincerely,
JOHN SHARP,
Chancellor.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
INDUSTRY COUNCIL,
Washington, DC, June 10, 2016.
Re H.R. 5312, the Networking and Informa-
tion Technology Research and Develop-
ment Modernization Act of 2016

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,

Speaker of the House, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

Hon. NANCY PELOSI,

Democratic Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN AND LEADER PELOSI:
On behalf of the 60 members of the Informa-
tion Technology Industry Council (ITI), I
write to express our support for H.R. 5312,
the Networking and Information Technology
Research and Development (NITRD) Mod-
ernization Act of 2016.

The NITRD Program ensures the proper
coordination of unclassified networking and
information technology (NIT) research and
development (R&D) across multiple federal
agencies. More specifically, the Program
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aims to avoid investment redundancies, as
well as increase interoperability in super-
computing, high-speed networking, cyberse-
curity, software engineering, and informa-
tion management. However, since its incep-
tion in 1991, there have been unprecedented
technological advances that are not cur-
rently addressed in the Program’s overall
structure. H.R. 5312 comprehensively mod-
ernizes the Program by updating essential
terminology throughout the underlying law;
addressing new areas of NIT research; and
encouraging large-scale, long-term, inter-
agency research in critical areas such as
data analytics, social computing, human-
robot interaction, privacy, and health tech-
nology.

The Program plays a Kkey role in sup-
porting continuous federal research in var-
ious aspects related to computing, including
cybersecurity. Promoting greater federal
R&D in cybersecurity is essential for secur-
ing our country’s digital infrastructure. Con-
sequently, we urge you to support the
NITRD Modernization Act when it comes to
the floor for a vote.

Sincerely,
DEAN C. GARFIELD,
President and CEO.
COMPUTING RESEARCH ASSOCIATION,
Washington, DC, May 23 2016.
Hon. LAMAR SMITH,
Chairman, House Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee, Washington, DC.
Hon. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON,
Ranking Member, House Science, Space, and
Technology Committee, Washington. DC.

CHAIRMAN SMITH, RANKING MEMBER JOHN-
SON: As an organization representing over 240
industry and academic institutions involved
in computing research and six affiliated pro-
fessional societies, the Computing Research
Association is pleased to support your efforts
to bolster Federal information technology
research through the Networking and Infor-
mation Technology Research and Develop-
ment Modernization Act of 2016.

As you are aware, advances in information
technology are transforming all aspects of
our lives. Virtually every human endeavor
today has been touched by information tech-
nology, including commerce, education. em-
ployment, health care, energy, manufac-
turing, governance, national security, com-
munications, the environment, entertain-
ment, science and engineering. The profound
reach of IT is enabled in large part by the in-
novations that spawn from the IT research
ecosystem—that incredibly productive, yet
complex interplay of industry, universities
and the Federal government. Indeed, nearly
every sub-sector of the IT economy today
bears the stamp of Federal support. The pro-
gram responsible for overseeing this crucial
investment is the Networking and Informa-
tion Technology Research and Development
(NITRD) program.

We believe this Act makes the NITRD pro-
gram stronger by improving the planning
and coordination of the National Coordina-
tion Office for NITRD, requiring that the
NCO and the NITRD agencies create a five-
year strategic plan for the program, and re-
quiring the periodic review and assessment
of the program contents and funding. All
have been recommendations of the Presi-
dent’s Council of Advisors for Science and
Technology in their recent reviews of the
program.

We thank you for your work on this legis-
lation and for your long-standing support of
the Federal investment in IT research. We
look forward to working with you and your
colleagues as you endeavor to move the leg-
islation forward this session.

Sincerely,
SUSAN B. DAVIDSON,
Chair, Board of Directors.

June 13, 2016

COoMPTIA,
Washington, DC, June 13, 2016.
CHRIS SHANK,
Policy and Coalitions Director,
House Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee, Washington, DC.

CHRIS: Thank you for providing CompTIA
the opportunity to lend our support to the
Networking and Information Technology Re-
search and Development (NITRD) Moderniza-
tion Act of 2016 (H.R. 5312).

As stated on the NITRD website, ‘‘the
multiagency NITRD Program seeks to pro-
vide the research and development (R&D)
foundations for assuring continued U.S.
technological leadership and meeting the
needs of the Federal Government for ad-
vanced information technologies.”” CompTIA
strongly supports the Act as it assures that
NITRD continues to receive the funding nec-
essary to help drive innovation through the
scientific community. CompTIA also sup-
ports the development of a national coordi-
nation office to ensure improved commu-
nication within the NITRD ecosystem. Fi-
nally, CompTIA supports the focus on Grand
Challenges that correlates with the NITRD
portfolio.

Best Regards,
DAVID LOGSDON,
Senior Director,
Public Advocacy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
LAHoOD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5312, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

FOIA IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2016

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 337) to improve the Freedom of In-
formation Act.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 337

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“FOIA Im-
provement Act of 2016”".

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS TO FOIA.

Section 552 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘for public inspection and
copying” and inserting ‘‘for public inspec-
tion in an electronic format’’;

(ii) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following:

‘(D) copies of all records, regardless of
form or format—

‘(i) that have been released to any person
under paragraph (3); and

‘(ii)(I) that because of the nature of their
subject matter, the agency determines have
become or are likely to become the subject
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