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because only in Communist regimes
and under ruthless dictatorships is
nonviolent opposition to the regime
considered a crime. Peaceful dis-
sidence, resistance, is a crime in Cuba.

For all of the engagement—the con-
cession after concession to the ruthless
dictatorship—it has not moved the Cas-
tros even 1 inch toward freedom, to-
ward human rights, toward the rule of
law, toward democracy.

The people of Cuba deserve better.

—————
TRUMP MORTGAGE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, last week
we learned that the Republican pre-
sumptive nominee, Donald Trump, ac-
tually rooted for the collapse of the
housing market just before the Great
Recession wrecked our economy.

In 2007, before the crash, Donald
Trump said he was excited about the
housing market crash because ‘“‘I’'ve al-
ways made more money in bad markets
than in good markets.”

Today we don’t know if he made
money or not because, unlike Presi-
dential candidates for decades, Donald
Trump refuses to release his income
tax returns. In fact, there is one report
that suggests that he paid no income
taxes in 1 year.

Even worse, his own company, Trump
Mortgage, actually pushed people into
subprime mortgages. Millions of people
lost their homes in the housing crisis,
and 8.4 million Americans lost their
jobs, but Donald Trump was the win-
ner.

He is doing what he does best—put-
ting himself above everybody else. He
does not want to make America great.
Donald Trump wants to make Donald
Trump richer.

——
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, the first
freedom mentioned in our Constitution
is the free exercise of religion. The
Founders understood the universal
right to seek God in accordance with
one’s conscience and, also, that many
sought refuge on these shores because
of religious persecution.

Pilgrims, Puritans, Quakers, Catho-
lics—these were just some of the
groups who fled persecution. In the old
country, in the old days, exercising
one’s faith could result in lost business
opportunities and other forms of dis-
crimination. Some faced imprisonment
and even death. The Founders knew
that history and sought to guarantee
that this new Federal Government
would not allow such injustice.

Regrettably, Mr. Speaker, today we
are seeing laws, rules, executive orders,
and court rulings at different levels of
government force some people to
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choose between following their con-
sciences and pursuing their livelihoods.
Such a choice is exactly what the penal
laws of 18th century Ireland presented
to Catholics in that country: abandon
your faith or face severe hardship.
Forcing such a choice is at odds with
explicit, fundamental, constitutional
liberties and basic human rights. The
intolerance of religious freedom will
not—cannot—stand in our Nation.

———
0 1215
NEVADANS DEMAND APOLOGY

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on behalf of Nevadans to demand an
apology from presumptive Republican
Presidential nominee, Donald Trump.

Last week, news reports revealed
that Donald Trump actually bragged
about being able to make a lot of
money from a housing market that was
about to burst. He rooted for that bub-
ble to burst.

Well, the crash of the housing mar-
ket devastated my hometown of Las
Vegas, which was one of the hardest hit
in the country. Thousands lost their
homes, and 71 percent of homes were
underwater, some by over 50 percent.
Bank foreclosures put families on the
street who had already lost their jobs
and their savings.

Slowly we are coming back, though.
We have reformed lending policies, de-
manded accountability, and worked to
ensure that families can keep a roof
over their heads, but we remember how
awful it was.

So we say to Mr. Trump: Keep your
short fingers out of the Nevada housing
market.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
presumptive nominees for the Office of
President.

———

HONORING MAYOR WILLIAM E.
TROXELL

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I
honor William E. Troxell on his May
31, 2016, retirement as mayor of the
borough of Gettysburg.

Mr. Troxell was born in Gettysburg
and is a direct descendant of John
Troxell, the first settler of Gettysburg.
Mr. Troxell is a World War II veteran
and served 12 years in the United
States Army Reserve.

William is best known, however, as
Mayor Troxell of Gettysburg, a posi-
tion he has held since 1997 and per-
formed with zeal, professionalism, and
class. William has left an enduring leg-
acy of service to Gettysburg and our
Nation.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth
Congressional District and a grateful
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nation, I am proud and humbled to con-
gratulate William E. Troxell on his re-
tirement and wish him great health,
happiness, and prosperity in his future
adventures.

PORT SPENDING TARGETS

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, the Panama
Canal expansion is set to open next
month, posing challenges for many of
our Nation’s ports. That is why it is
more important than ever that our
ports have the funding that they need
to prepare for the future and stay glob-
ally competitive.

Since coming to Congress, I have led
an effort to ensure that money col-
lected at our Nation’s ports in the har-
bor maintenance tax be spent at our
Nation’s ports. We have set up a glide
path to get us to 100 percent spending
of the funding by 2025, and each year
we have a target to get closer to that
goal.

This week, we are voting on the en-
ergy and water appropriations bill on
the floor, and I want to thank the lead-
ership of the Appropriations Com-
mittee—Chairmen ROGERS and SIMPSON
and Ranking Members LOWEY and KAP-
TUR—for recognizing the importance of
port spending targets.

This year $1.2 billion is set to go back
to our ports and our port communities,
making it the third year in a row that
we have hit our target. I am proud of
this continued achievement. This fund-
ing will go to the Ports of Los Angeles
and Long Beach, where I come from,
and also to ports across this country to
create construction jobs and economic
opportunities for decades to come.

——————

COLUMNIST MAKES FALSE
CLIMATE CHANGE CLAIMS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently a prominent New York Times
columnist recycled disproven asser-
tions to criticize businessman Donald
Trump’s views on climate change. This
type of alarmist rhetoric is what we
have come to expect from liberal pun-
dits and the media, but science doesn’t
back the columnist’s claims.

Extreme weather events are not get-
ting weirder. There is no evidence that
weather events such as hurricanes, tor-
nados, droughts, and floods have in-
creased in number due to climate
change.

Last year, at the Paris climate con-
ference, the President said that fish
swim in the streets of Miami because of
a downpour caused by climate change.
He was immediately contradicted by
his own government agency that said
the flooding was due to lunar cycles,
not climate change.

Climate alarmists should speak the
truth, not try to promote a political
agenda.
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TRUMP’S RECORD OF FAILURE

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I am here to
talk about the failed business record of
likely Republican nominee Donald
Trump. His own failed company,
Trump Mortgage, actually pushed
homeowners into subprime mortgages.
Donald Trump not only lost money
himself and his company went out of
business, but millions of hardworking
Americans also lost their homes during
the housing crisis.

I also want to talk about his scam
university that he set up, Trump Uni-
versity. The State of New York said it
is illegal to use the name ‘‘university”’
because you are not running a univer-
sity. He then changed the name before
it went out of business.

It is also being sued by many of its
students, who paid up to $35,000, think-
ing, as it said in the informercials, that
Trump had handpicked the instructors.
But according to Donald Trump’s own
deposition, he never selected the in-
structors for the program. In fact, he
hadn’t even met most of them and
didn’t even know who they were. That
is why, in 2014, a New York judge found
Donald Trump personally liable for op-
erating the company without the re-
quired business license.

Look, what a track record: losing
money, forcing subprime loans on
Americans and taking money from
hardworking Americans, and then
going out of business with his fake uni-
versity company. This is Donald
Trump’s record of failure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
presumptive nominees for the Office of
President.

———

AMERICAN STROKE MONTH

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize May as American Stroke
Month.

800,000 Americans suffer a stroke
every year, with more than 300,000
stroke survivors living in Illinois
today. Stroke research and rehabilita-
tion plays a critical role in helping
these 300,000 survivors return to work
and lead fulfilling lives.

A strong congressional response to
stroke is crucial for the hundreds of
thousands of stroke victims, their fam-
ilies, and their friends each year.

My friend and colleague Senator
MARK KIRK overcame unbelievable ad-
versity and returned to work rep-
resenting Illinois in the United States
Senate after suffering a life-threat-
ening stroke. His perseverance has
been a personal inspiration, and
through his Battle Buddies group, he
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has become an inspiration to countless
stroke survivors in Illinois and around
the country.

Senator KIRK’s Battle Buddies group
is raising awareness of the fact that
nearly 80 percent of all strokes can be
prevented through healthy lifestyle
choices and maintaining low blood
pressure. By simply recognizing the
signs of stroke and taking action, peo-
ple can save a life and greatly mini-
mize long-term damage.

This month, I ask all my colleagues
to join me in raising awareness for this
important issue and ensuring that
stroke survivors have the absolute best
quality of care possible.

———
ROOTING AGAINST FAMILIES

(Mr. RYAN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, back
in 2005, ’06, ’07, ’08, 09, and ’10, in Ohio,
we saw a housing crisis unlike any-
thing we had ever seen before. We saw
almost 400,000 people in Ohio, families,
lose their home. We saw over 400,000 job
losses. We saw a 16 percent decrease in
housing values in Ohio.

All the while, hundreds of miles
away, perched in the gold-plated tow-
ers of the Trump building in New York
City, there was a billionaire saying: I
hope this happens. I hope the housing
market collapses. I hope people get
thrown from their homes. I hope they
file bankruptcy because that will be
good for me.

Shame. Shame that we have a major
leader of a major party rooting against
families in Ohio, in Pennsylvania, in
Florida, in Colorado. Shame on you,
Mr. Trump. You are supposed to be
rooting for the American people, not
rooting against them.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would like to remind Members,
once again, to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward presumptive
nominees for the Office of President.

———
HONORING OUR FALLEN HEROES

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, last
week I voted to ensure our brave men
and women in uniform receive the
proper training and necessary equip-
ment to protect themselves and our
country.

Today I rise to honor and offer my
prayers to the families of those men
and women who have, unfortunately,
made the ultimate sacrifice in defend-
ing the United States.

This coming Monday, our Nation will
observe Memorial Day. As families
across the country gather to celebrate
this holiday, we must not forget those
men and women who gave their lives
protecting the rights and freedoms
guaranteed by our Constitution. These
brave men and women answered the
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call to serve when our country was in
need, and they deserve our honor and
gratitude.

I remain forever grateful for their
service.

———

CATERPILLAR CONSTRUCTION’S
ATHENS PLANT

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the success
of the Caterpillar Construction Equip-
ment Company’s plant in Athens, Geor-
gia.

On April 21, 2016, the Athens branch
was named by Governor Nathan Deal as
Georgia’s 2016 Large Manufacturer of
the Year. This award comes directly on
the heels of the Athens branch being
recognized as the Athens-Clarke Coun-
ty Manufacturer of the Year.

Opened on October 31, 2013, the Cater-
pillar location touts an 850,000-square-
foot state-of-the-art facility with 1,700
employees. The branch specializes in
small track-type tractors and mini hy-
draulic excavators, providing these
products to customers throughout
North and South America and Europe.

This award illustrates the continued
success of Georgia in attracting new
businesses. Since 2011, Georgia has at-
tracted 511,000 private sector jobs, with
40,000 in manufacturing. I am ex-
tremely proud of these statistics.

I rise today to congratulate Cater-
pillar Athens on their success, and I
wish them the best of luck in their con-
tinued success.

————
HONORING CHIEF KEITH SMITH

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the courage
and leadership of Chief Keith Smith, or
“Smitty,” as many affectionately
called him. He was a dedicated fire-
fighter, a leader in the truest sense of
the word, and a devoted husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather. Sadly, Chief
Smith passed away recently after a
battle with cancer.

A lifelong Hoosier, Smitty spent
nearly five decades as a firefighter in
the Indianapolis area. He led the Indi-
anapolis, Westfield, and Carmel depart-
ments as fire chief during his long ca-
reer. He retired in 2012 a highly deco-
rated and widely respected leader who,
in retirement, continued to champion
and advocate for firefighter education
and mentorship.

In 2000, I was honored to work with
Chief Smith to put on the 2001 World
Police and Fire Games in Indianapolis.
His remarkable leadership and passion
for leading others was truly inspira-
tional.

I feel fortunate to have known him,
and I know his legacy lives on through
the many lives he saved, the men and
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