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leadership positions, including the
president of the Academy of General
Dentistry, president of the Alabama
AGD chapter, and president of the Ala-
bama Dental Association.

Additionally, Howard devoted 17
years of public service to the State of
Alabama serving as mayor of Sheffield,
police and fire commissioner, city
councilman, and Colbert County com-
missioner.

However, I am sure that Howard
would be most proud of his record serv-
ing our country in the United States
Air Force.

Despite these impressive accomplish-
ments, Howard didn’t live to rack up
titles or positions. He lived to fulfill
his mission of making a difference in
the lives of his patients and his com-
munity. In that regard, Howard was a
huge success.

On a personal note, I am incredibly
proud to follow in Howard Gamble’s
footsteps as a dentist who answered the
call of public service and to call How-
ard a personal friend. His lifelong con-
tributions to advancing the field of
dentistry will not be forgotten.

Finally, I would like to honor How-
ard, a graduate of the University of
Alabama School of Dentistry, by say-
ing two words that Howard would want
to hear more than anything else: ‘“Roll
Tide.”

Thanks for all the smiles, Howard.
You will be missed.

——————

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH JACKSON,
JR.

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Joseph Jackson, Jr., a resi-
dent of my hometown of Anaheim,
California.

Mr. Jackson was born on April 14,
1937, to a domestic worker and a jan-
itor in Memphis, Tennessee, during the
height of segregation.

His tremendous civil rights contribu-
tions date back to 1960 when he was
elected as the Youth Council president
of the NAACP at Tougaloo College,
Mississippi.

On March 27, 1961, as a young college
student, Mr. Jackson participated in a
peaceful civil rights movement with
eight others. You see, he wanted to be
able to go into the Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, Municipal Library. They did a
sit in—a ‘“‘read in,” they called it.
These nine civil rights students were
recognized as the Tougaloo Nine.

Mr. Jackson’s desegregation move-
ment started small, but his efforts led
our Nation to ultimately desegregate
public institutions.

As we celebrate Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s Day, he has had an incredible im-
pact, but let us not forget the Tougaloo
Nine.

We honor Mr. Joseph Jackson, Jr.,
and the Tougaloo Nine for their his-
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toric achievements, nonviolent activ-
ism, and their courage to advocate for
a civil society.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
BENTLEY

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor a dear friend and
compatriot, John Bentley of League
City. John lost his fight to cancer on
December 20. He was a mere 73 years
old.

John and his beloved Geri, his wife,
moved to League City in 1999 where
they immersed themselves into the
community by getting involved in
local politics, nonprofits, and the local
church.

John served on the Galveston County
Health District’s United Board of
Health and served as a chair for pre-
cinct 152 for the county Republican
Party. He also helped form the Bay
Area Pachyderm Club where he was the
club’s vice president this year.

John was very passionate about local
politics and became a very influential
figure in our county. Along with his
wife Geri, they established the Clear
Lake Tea Party in 2009 where John
served as the group’s chairman in 2010.

It is with great sadness I must say
good-bye to my friend, but it is impor-
tant that we celebrate his life and be
comforted in the fact that he is now
with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

—————
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in advance of Martin Luther King
Day to recognize Dr. King and the ad-
vocates of peace, equality, and social
justice who continue his work today.

Dr. King spoke of a dream: that his
children would grow up in a world
where they would not be judged by the
color of their skin, but by the content
of their character. Thanks to his work
and sacrifice, I have had the benefit of
growing up in a changing world where
our content is more important than
the color of our skin.

We still have more work to do. I want
my children to grow up in a changed
world where, regardless of race, gender,
or sexual orientation, we can all be
treated equally.

I hope this Congress will remember
Dr. King and will continue to work to
ensure that all Americans have the
right to vote, equality under the law,
and the opportunity to succeed.

———

SANCTITY AND DIGNITY OF
EVERY HUMAN LIFE

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, during
his visit this September, less than 20
feet from where I stand, Pope Francis
stood before this Congress and encour-
aged us ‘“‘to protect, by means of the
law, the image and likeness fashioned
by God on every human face.”
Throughout my time representing the
people of Kansas, I have fought to de-
fend the sanctity and dignity of every
human life and to honor this Papal ad-
monition.

Next week, on January 22, the anni-
versary of the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in Roe v. Wade, hundreds of young
people from all across Kansas will
come together at the March for Life,
united in their mission to advocate for
the unborn. They will come from
Kapaun Mt. Carmel High School, from
Bishop Carroll High School, from Con-
away Springs, from Colwich, from
Chanute, and from all across the
Fourth District of Kansas.

I am proud that despite the millions
of abortions that have been performed
in the United States since Roe, that
these young people remain steadfast in
their efforts to end this unspeakable
violence which has acted as a scourge
against the unborn for far too long.

As these young people march on
America’s front lawn, the National
Mall, T am encouraged that together we
can secure the right for the life of the
unborn and end a practice that runs
contrary to the most sacred principles
on which this Nation was founded.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
GEORGE MACOMBER
(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-

marks.)
Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, as chair
of the Congressional Ski and

Snowboard Caucus, I rise today to rec-
ognize the life of George Macomber, an
accomplished New England business
leader, a mentor, and a very dear friend
who passed away in December.

Throughout his career, George was
stalwart in his business, his athletic
prowess, and his philanthropy. He was
an Olympic ski racer on the U.S. ski
team in 1948 and 1952, an official for the
BEastern Amateur Ski Association, and
a leader in business and philanthropy
as president of the George B.H.
Macomber Corporation.

He loved the challenge and thrill of
downhill ski racing, and he was a
founder in 1957 of Wildcat Mountain
Ski Area in my district in Pinkham,
New Hampshire.

Yet, as George found such extraor-
dinary success, he never forgot to give
back to his community. Over the years,
he was a fierce supporter and advocate
for many important causes in Boston
and throughout New England.

He was the father of three extraor-
dinary ski racers and the grandfather
of several more. He and his wife Andy
masterfully balanced their ski racing
careers, their successful business ca-
reer, and their generous philanthropy.
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George Macomber will be missed by
many, but his legacy of generosity, en-
trepreneurship, and extraordinary
athleticism will live on for years to
come. He will be sadly missed.

————
EVERY LIFE IS PRECIOUS

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I stand today in defense of in-
nocent life. My wife Jacquie and I are
blessed with seven wonderful children,
each with their own unique gifts that
they bring to the world.

I am and always have been pro-life. I
am also opposed to Federal funding of
abortion.

On January 6, the House sent the Re-
storing Americans’ Healthcare Free-
dom Reconciliation Act to the Presi-
dent’s desk. This bill would have made
Planned Parenthood, the largest abor-
tion provider in the United States, in-
eligible for much of the Federal fund-
ing it receives, instead reallocating
those funds to provide for other wom-
en’s health centers.

Unfortunately, the President put pol-
itics ahead of policy and vetoed the
bill. The fight is far from over.

This year on the 43rd anniversary of
Roe v. Wade, I join many Americans in
mourning the death of the more than
56 million babies who have been lost.
The bill passed by Congress is proof the
American public is determined now
more than ever to maintain the stand-
ard and principle that every life is pre-
cious and must be protected.

———

CALIFORNIA WATER LEGISLATION

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to inform that even if the El Nino rains
and snows continue, the drought crisis
in California is not over. The need to
get California water legislation passed
and signed into law in Washington and
Sacramento is more urgent now than
ever.

While the people I represent are hurt-
ing and over 1 million acres of some of
the most productive farmland in the
world goes unplanted, people in our
country and around the world, sadly,
go hungry. If this El Nino effect con-
tinues, there will be an opportunity to
move water to arguably the driest part
of California, which I represent a part
of. Therefore, Congress must pass legis-
lation that can provide short-term re-
lief so water can be delivered to the
San Joaquin Valley, because the liveli-
hood of our farmers, farm workers, and
farm communities depend on it. There
still is time.

We have a broken water system in
California. It is time we fix it. Failing
to pass legislation to fix our broken
water system is irresponsible and a dis-
service to all Californians, including
the people who I represent.
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TERRORISTS ATTEMPTING TO
COMMIT GENOCIDE AGAINST
CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the most
ancient Christian communities of all
are in the Middle East where faith has
been handed down in unbroken succes-
sion since the Apostles. It is there that
terrorists are attempting to commit
genocide against Christian believers.

To an alarming extent, they are suc-
ceeding. For the first time in 16 cen-
turies, there is no Catholic Mass of-
fered in Mosul. Christians were once 15
percent of the population in Syria.
Now, they are less than 5 percent. The
percent in Egypt has been cut in half.
ISIS has over 100 Christians captive,
even as we speak.

Christian refugees are often afraid to
stay at United Nations camps due to
the threats of violence even there. As a
result, there are disproportionately few
Christians among those granted ref-
ugee status by the United States. Only
about 3 percent of Syrian refugees ad-
mitted into the United States are
Christians.

While Christians are perhaps the
most threatened group of all in Syria,
the United States must not allow an-
other genocide to happen on our watch,
and we must ensure that we are help-
ing those who are most vulnerable.

———

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF HAITI
EARTHQUAKE

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the sixth anniversary of the
devastating earthquake that struck
the nation of Haiti on January 12, 2010.
Today marks 6 years since the mag-
nitude 7.0 earthquake struck some 15
miles south of Port-au-Prince, which is
Haiti’s population center and the seat
of its government.

The aftermath of the quake was un-
imaginable. It is estimated that as
many as 316,000 people perished and
nearly 1.3 million were displaced. This
tragedy struck in a nation already hob-
bled by grinding poverty, health dis-
parities, and food insecurity.

Today, there remain approximately
147,000 internally displaced people in
Haiti with countless others remaining
displaced outside of IDP camps.

The world and the American people,
though, responded to the earthquake
with compassion and generosity. To
date, the U.S. has contributed billions
to recovery efforts, along with donors
from around the world.

The Assessing Progress in Haiti Act,
which I introduced in the House—it
was a bipartisan effort with Congress-
woman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN—which
President Obama signed into law 2
years ago, provides critical oversight
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and reporting to ensure that aid be de-
livered in the most effective way pos-
sible. Unfortunately, more work needs
to be done.

———
0 1230

PAYING RESPECTS TO NEIL
RATCHFORD

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay respects to Neil
Ratchford, who passed away peacefully
on Sunday at the age of 87.

Mr. Ratchford was born on November
1, 1928. He grew up and lived his entire
87 years in Guyton, Georgia.

He will be remembered as the sausage
man because he made hot meat sau-
sage, a family tradition since 1898. He
continued this family tradition until
1999, when he passed along the business
to his son-in-law.

Throughout his life, he stayed
community- and family-minded, believ-
ing that the best committee meetings
were those with three members and
two absent.

For over 50 years, along with his
friend Lawton Nease, he spearheaded
the 5th Sunday Men’s Breakfast, which
brings fathers and their sons together
for a morning of faithful worship at the
Guyton United Methodist Church.

He was a man of few words but be-
lieved you should make your words
count. In the end, he joins his wife,
Mary Olive, having lived a long, fruit-
ful life raising four children and two
grandsons, who now attend my alma
mater, the University of Georgia.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
his family.

——————

A BANNER YEAR FOR THE LAS
VEGAS VALLEY

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, 2015 was a
banner year for the Las Vegas Valley.
We broke records by welcoming more
than 42 million visitors from around
the globe to enjoy all that Las Vegas
has to offer, and that is thanks to the
hardworking men and women at our
hotels, our restaurants, shops, casinos,
and the supporting industries and
agencies.

In particular, I would like to ac-
knowledge Rossi Ralenkotter and his
team at the Las Vegas Convention and
Visitors Authority. The LVCVA has
made Las Vegas not just a great place
to live and work and visit, but also a
brand that is recognizable worldwide.

Last week I had the pleasure of
hosting Transportation Secretary An-
thony Foxx in my district for a tour of
the Consumer Electronics Show and a
roundtable with local government
transportation, tourism, and economic
development leaders. We discussed the
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