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championships, and the opportunity to 
play for a national championship. His 
‘‘Beamer Ball’’ style of play has led 
Virginia Tech to become one of the Na-
tion’s most respected college football 
programs. 

In 1999, Coach Beamer was named the 
consensus Associated Press College 
Football Coach of the Year. 

Coach Beamer’s first postseason 
berth as head coach at Virginia Tech 
was a trip to the 1993 Independence 
Bowl game, which resulted in a victory 
for the Hokies. It was only fitting that 
Coach Beamer ended his coaching ca-
reer with a 55–52 victory over the Uni-
versity of Tulsa in the 2015 Independ-
ence Bowl, capping off a school record 
23 straight postseason bowl games. 

Raised a short drive from 
Blacksburg, in Hillsville, Virginia, 
Coach Beamer graduated from 
Hillsville High School, where he earned 
11 varsity letters as a three-sport ath-
lete in football, basketball, and base-
ball. He went on to attend Virginia 
Tech as an undergraduate and started 3 
years as a cornerback, playing on the 
Hokies’ 1966 and 1968 Liberty Bowl 
teams. 

While attending Radford University 
to receive his master’s degree in guid-
ance, he began his coaching career in 
1969 as an assistant at southwest Vir-
ginia’s Radford High School. 
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From there, he went on to work as a 
graduate assistant at Maryland for 1 
year, followed by the Citadel for five 
seasons, where he was defensive coordi-
nator for two of those. 

In 1979, Coach Beamer joined Murray 
State University as defensive coordi-
nator and was named head coach in 
1981. 

In 1987, he made his way back to his 
native southwest Virginia to take the 
reins at Virginia Tech. He has brought 
honor to southwest Virginia and Vir-
ginia Tech by always being the con-
summate Virginia gentleman and a 
darn good football coach to boot. 

He has devoted his time and passion 
to the teams he has coached as well as 
the greater southwest Virginia commu-
nity. In fact, in 2004, he was presented 
with a Humanitarian Award by the Na-
tional Conference of Community and 
Justice for his contributions to fos-
tering justice, equity, and community 
in the Roanoke Valley. 

As evidenced by his incredible suc-
cess, Coach Beamer has much to be 
proud of and can look back on an hon-
est and accomplished career. His pas-
sion for coaching led him to achieve 
what many coaches only dream of. 

He has positively shaped the futures 
and touched the lives of the Virginia 
boys and girls that he has dealt with— 
particularly, the boys on his football 
team—and has made us a better State. 
This is truly the great measure of a 
great coach. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to help 
commemorate the career of a remark-
able man. After 29 years of dedicated 

leadership to Virginia Tech and the 
greater community, I would like to 
thank Coach Beamer for his service. I 
wish him and his family all of the best 
in his retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OTIS CLAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Mr. 
Otis Clay, an outstanding international 
artist who lived, worked, and was inti-
mately involved in the North Lawndale 
community of Chicago, which I am 
proud to represent. 

Otis Clay was born in Waxhaw, Mis-
sissippi, and ultimately made his way 
to the west side of Chicago, where he 
made his home. 

Otis began his musical career as a 
gospel singer and, like many other art-
ists, switched over to rhythm and blues 
and recorded his first hit in 1967, 
‘‘That’s How it is When You’re in 
Love,’’ which reached number 34 on the 
national charts. 

Otis performed and recorded in Eu-
rope, Japan, and Switzerland. Although 
Otis Clay reached national acclaim, he 
continued to live in the North 
Lawndale community, was a regular at 
local churches, festivals, and commu-
nity events. He established his own re-
cording studio, owned a local cleaners, 
and was known as a regular in the com-
munity. 

I was fortunate to have Otis Clay at-
tend and perform at many events that 
I sponsored over the years, and it was 
indeed an honor to be able to call him 
my personal friend. 

Otis was involved with the Tobacco 
Road Project and was instrumental, 
along with Alderman Dorothy Tillman, 
in establishing the Harold Washington 
Cultural Center in the Third Ward on 
the south side of Chicago. 

My neighborhood and our world com-
munity has lost a great artist and en-
tertainer, but also a great human 
being. I extend condolences to his fam-
ily. I know that, when the gates swing 
open, Otis Clay will come walking in. 

f 

E-FREE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to tell the story of Sabrina 
Fregoso of Diamond Springs, Cali-
fornia. Sabrina is one of the tens of 
thousands of women harmed by the 
permanent sterilization device Essure. 

In August of 2012, Sabrina welcomed 
her fourth child, at which time she dis-
cussed permanent sterilization with 
her physician. Her doctor rec-
ommended Essure and assured her that 
the procedure was safe. 

Immediately following the Essure 
procedure, Sabrina began to notice a 

consistent and substantial decline in 
her health, including losing control of 
her bowels, extensive weight gain, se-
vere bloating, hair loss, and sores cov-
ering her body. Her lower back, hips, 
and leg joints became painful. She ex-
perienced numbness in her feet and 
sharp heel pain that made it difficult 
to walk. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise again as 
their voice to tell this Chamber that 
their stories are real, their pain is real, 
and their fight is real. 

My bill, the E-Free Act, can halt this 
tragedy by removing this dangerous de-
vice from the market. I urge my col-
leagues to join in this fight because 
stories like Sabrina’s are too impor-
tant to ignore. 

f 

KEMP FORUM: ANTIPOVERTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, this past 
weekend brought together a group of 
innovators at the Kemp Forum on Ex-
panding Opportunity in South Caro-
lina. This important forum highlighted 
new and creative ideas to address the 
stubborn problem of poverty in Amer-
ica. 

The Federal Government spends 
more than half a trillion dollars each 
and every year on antipoverty meas-
ures. That is a significant devotion of 
resources. Yet, while some progress has 
been made in the last 50 years, today 
there are still nearly 50 million Ameri-
cans living in poverty. 

Nobody would deny that the results 
fall far short from where they need to 
be. This is because, at the end of the 
day, success in the war on poverty is 
measured not at the program level, but 
on the individual level. Success isn’t 
about how many programs exist, but 
how many people can improve their 
lives by moving up and out of poverty. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the fundamental 
principles of this great Nation is the 
idea of freedom of opportunity, the op-
portunity to find work, to support 
yourself, and to support your family. 

By working with local community 
groups like YouthBuild and leaders 
like Bob Woodson, I have been able to 
see numerous success stories, like my 
guest for tonight’s State of the Union 
address, Lavell Brown. 

This young man has successfully 
worked with community groups in 
North Chicago to grow as an individual 
and to get on a path to a sustainable 
career, and he is now giving back to 
others at YouthBuild Lake County. 

This model of empowering the indi-
vidual and helping them develop the 
skills needed to escape poverty is what 
we need to replicate millions of times 
over. If we can combine the focus on in-
dividuals with a relentless drive to in-
novate, I am confident that, in the 
next 50 years, our efforts to end pov-
erty and provide greater opportunities 
will be a success. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 8 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Nathaniel Demosthene, 
First Timothy Christian Church, 
Spring Valley, New York, offered the 
following prayer: 

Dear Heavenly Father, it is with 
thanksgiving and a mournful heart 
that we approach this day as we re-
member the lives lost and tragically 
affected by the earthquake in Haiti 6 
years ago this day. 

Today we are grateful, God, for the 
lives rescued by the actions of our 
President as well as the bipartisan en-
deavors of the Members of this Con-
gress and the heroic men and women in 
the armed services. 

We pray for our elected Representa-
tives in this assembly and ask that 
You imbue them with wisdom as they 
face ever-increasing difficult and com-
plex decisions concerning the direction 
of this country. Enable them to act re-
sponsibly and selflessly in the fulfill-
ment of their oaths of office. 

Bless our Nation and teach us to le-
verage our resources to ameliorate the 
lives of our global citizens, especially 
the most vulnerable among them, both 
domestic and abroad. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. KIL-
MER) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND 
NATHANIEL DEMOSTHENE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from New 

York (Mrs. LOWEY) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

thank Reverend Nathaniel ‘‘Nate’’ 
Demosthene of Nyack, New York, for 
offering today’s opening prayer. 

A graduate of Spring Valley High 
School and of Yale University, Pastor 
Nate teaches in the East Ramapo Cen-
tral School District and at Rockland 
Community College. 

For the last 5 years, he has led First 
Timothy Christian Church, which, 
under his guidance, has been a source 
of support for Haitian Americans in 
our community following the dev-
astating earthquake in Haiti. 

Together we will continue to work 
toward our shared goals of democracy, 
prosperity, and success for the Haitian 
people. 

Again I thank Pastor Nate for his ex-
cellent work and for being here today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

REJECT EPA’S POWER GRAB OF 
THE WATERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, this 
week we will send a measure to the 
President that rejects the EPA’s 
waters of the United States power 
grab, a measure that the Senate has al-
ready joined us in supporting. 

The EPA’s plan would grant it juris-
diction over fully 95 percent of my 
home State of California, allowing an 
unaccountable Federal agency to insert 
itself into land use decisions across the 
State. In my district, residents have 
experienced Federal actions so ludi-
crous that I can’t make them up. 

In Tehama County, a farmer was 
fined for planting wheat in a manner 
that the government claimed damaged 
navigable waters. Never mind that the 
farm has been listed as a wheat allot-
ment by the USDA for decades. 

In another instance, the government 
used the Clean Water Act to attack a 
family farm for shifting to more effi-
cient irrigation systems, this during a 
drought in California. Imagine getting 
fined for saving water. 

In both instances, the government 
sanctioned farmers for activities that 
are clearly exempt under the Clean 
Water Act. 

In fact, language I sponsored to 
defund the regulation of exempt activi-
ties was signed into law in December; 
yet, the EPA persists in these illegal 
activities. 

When Congress can’t trust Federal 
agencies to use the authority they al-

ready have and when we can’t trust 
them to follow clear congressional di-
rection, how can we possibly consider 
granting them more power and more 
responsibility? 

f 

IN HONOR OF U.S. ARMY STAFF 
SERGEANT MATTHEW MCCLINTOCK 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize U.S. Army Staff Sergeant 
Matthew McClintock, a fallen hero who 
answered the call to serve his country. 

Last week I had the solemn honor of 
joining his family—his wife, Ali, his 3- 
month-old son, Declan, his parents, and 
others—at Dover Air Force Base for 
Sergeant McClintock’s final trip home. 
It was an experience I will never forget. 
It is important that his service and the 
sacrifice that he and his family have 
made be acknowledged here in the 
House of Representatives. 

Sergeant McClintock joined the 
Army in 2006, and he served in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan. On his most re-
cent deployment, he was serving as a 
citizen soldier in a National Guard Spe-
cial Forces unit. 

Not only will he be remembered as a 
Green Beret and as a hero, he will be 
remembered as a loving son, husband, 
and father who was so proud to wel-
come his son into the world. That 
world is stronger and better because of 
his service. 

Nothing we can say can ease his fam-
ily’s pain, but I can promise that the 
service of this hero and his sacrifice 
will not be forgotten. It will live on in 
the memories of those he called com-
rades and in the memories of his com-
manders, who routinely cite the exam-
ple he set. 

It will live on in the gratitude of this 
Nation. Most importantly, it will live 
on with his wife, son, and other family 
members, who knew better than any-
one else his love for his country and for 
the people in his life. 

f 

THE PRESIDENT’S PUSH ON GUN 
CONTROL 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
discuss the President’s proposed execu-
tive actions on gun control. And you 
will probably hear more about this to-
night, right here in this Chamber. 

The Second Amendment has been 
engrained in American life since 1791, 
and, since then, Congress has been 
committed to preserving those con-
stitutional rights. However, the Presi-
dent has a different agenda. 

His proposed plan on gun control is 
yet another example of his unconstitu-
tional legislative strategy, using exec-
utive orders and circumventing Con-
gress to get his way. 

Recent events have shown us that 
Americans deserve the right to protect 
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