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Last week, according to The Wall 

Street Journal and numerous media 
outlets, two refugees from Iraq were 
arrested for making false statements 
involving terrorism. These arrests took 
place one in California and one in 
Texas. 

In the California arrest, one refugee 
came to the U.S. in 2012 and subse-
quently traveled to Syria in November 
2013. He bragged in social media posts 
about fighting alongside terrorist 
groups such as Ansar al-Islam. This 
refugee returned to the U.S. a few 
months later. When interviewed by the 
FBI in October 2014, he denied being a 
part of any extremist group and denied 
providing materiel support to terror-
ists. 

What we found in Texas is this. The 
refugee was charged on three counts: 
attempting to provide materiel support 
to the Islamic State, procuring citizen-
ship or naturalization unlawfully, and 
making false statements. 

This is precisely why President 
Obama’s plan to admit thousands of ad-
ditional Syrian refugees into the coun-
try at a time of heightened jihadist 
threats and the San Bernardino mas-
sacre is beyond reckless and is dan-
gerous to our communities. 

There is no way to vet the refugees 
that are coming from Syria and Iraq 
and verify that they are the person rep-
resented on the documents that they 
carry. Are the documents false, or is 
the person who they say they are or 
someone else? It proves what many 
have been saying for months about Is-
lamic extremists: they can and will ex-
ploit the refugee program. 

These arrests showcase what is so 
painfully obvious to the American peo-
ple: the President’s agenda is endan-
gering our national security, and it is 
costing our hardworking taxpayers 
millions of dollars. 

Let me ask you a few questions: 
Do you feel more or less safe than 

you did 8 years ago? 
Do you fear the attack of terrorism 

in your community? 
Do you question your safety when 

you go to a public event? 
How does the President’s foreign pol-

icy and our national security affect 
where you work and where you live? 

How can the administration be so 
naive? 

How can the administration continue 
to put partisan politics over the safety 
of the American people? 

How can the administration contin-
ually refuse to name our enemy? 

Yes, we are at war with radical Is-
lamic extremism. We must confront 
the danger of radical extremism and 
check the President’s irresponsible re-
settlement agenda. 

I want to mention H.R. 4218. It is leg-
islation that I drafted and introduced 
with Representatives BARLETTA, 
DESJARLAIS, and LAMAR SMITH. Under 
the bill, no funding would be made 
available for refugee resettlement op-
erations until four conditions are met: 

Number one, Congress passes a joint 
resolution approving of the President’s 
refugee resettlement plan; 

Number two, CBO provides a report 
to Congress scoring the long-term cost 
of the program; 

Number three, DHS submits a report 
identifying all terrorists and criminal 
activity connected to refugees since 
2001; 

And number four, the President sub-
mits a report to Congress on the prior 
year’s cost of admitting refugees and 
proposes offset spending cuts to pay for 
the resettlement program. 

We must halt the President’s refugee 
resettlement operations. It is simply 
too dangerous, and we cannot afford 
the risk to our Nation’s security. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. BASS) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, January is 
Human Trafficking Month, and I rise 
today to continue to be a voice for the 
countless victims of human trafficking 
in the United States. 

If we, as Members of Congress, want 
to truly address the sex trafficking epi-
demic, we must face the facts. We must 
acknowledge and address the direct 
link between children in the foster care 
system and children who become vic-
tims of sex trafficking. For far too 
many children, the foster care system 
is an unwitting gateway to sex traf-
ficking. This is a nationwide issue that 
requires a Federal response. 

In 2010, 59 percent of the children ar-
rested on prostitution-related charges 
in L.A. County were in the foster care 
system. A 2007 report from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice found that 85 per-
cent of identified child sex trafficking 
victims in New York State also had 
contact with the child welfare system. 
Further, according to the FBI, an esti-
mated 70 percent of child sex traf-
ficking victims in Florida had histories 
with the child welfare system. 

Children in the foster care system 
are our children. When they fall victim 
to trafficking, it means that all of us 
have failed. To help all victims of traf-
ficking, including foster youth, we 
must change our mindset on how we 
address this horrific crime. 

A child who cannot consent to sex 
should never be called a prostitute. The 
men who prey on them are not johns; 
they are child molesters. 

‘‘T’’ Ortiz Walker Pettigrew is a 
former foster care youth who became a 
sex trafficking victim. When she was 15 
and still in foster care, ‘‘T,’’ as she is 
called, was arrested for prostitution. 
While serving time in juvenile hall, she 
discovered that more than half of the 
girls serving with her were also 
charged with solicitation and, like her, 
forced to sell themselves. 

She described her treatment in juve-
nile hall as how you would treat a dog 
in a kennel. She was put in a box and 
kept waiting. She was treated like a 
criminal and did not receive any coun-
seling or support services. Because she 
was punished and not helped, she was 

arrested again when she was 16 years 
old, and she spent her 17th birthday in 
juvenile hall. 

I am grateful that she found the 
strength and support to escape from 
her pimp. She now uses her voice to ad-
vocate for sex trafficking victims and 
to urge policymakers at all levels of 
government to do our jobs to prevent 
young girls from becoming sex traf-
ficking victims. 

Because of actions from women like 
‘‘T,’’ local officials in Los Angeles have 
changed their approach to addressing 
this issue. They haven’t realized that 
arresting the victims won’t solve the 
problem. 

Last year, L.A. County Sheriff Jim 
McDonell announced that his depart-
ment will immediately stop arresting 
children on prostitution charges. This 
announcement was coupled by the L.A. 
County Board of Supervisors adopting 
a countywide effort to ensure that 
child victims of sex trafficking are 
truly treated as victims and receive 
the support services they need instead 
of punishment. 

Last year, this Congress came to-
gether as Democrats and Republicans 
to pass comprehensive human traf-
ficking legislation, but our work does 
not end when the bill is signed. We 
must also use our positions to urge 
local officials in our districts to follow 
the best practices used around the 
country. 

To truly make a difference this 
Human Trafficking Awareness Month, I 
urge all Members to reach out to their 
local sheriffs and local elected officials 
and urge them to learn from Los Ange-
les and begin treating sex trafficking 
victims as victims. Although the legis-
lation is a great step forward, we 
should also use the power of our voices 
and our positions to ensure that more 
girls get the help they need instead of 
being treated as criminals. 

f 

CUBA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as 
we get further away from December 17, 
2014, the date that President Obama 
announced his change in U.S. policy to-
ward Cuba, it has become apparent 
that there could be no abusive or pro-
vocative act committed by the tyran-
nical Castro regime that the Obama ad-
ministration is not willing to overlook 
or willing to excuse. 

Even after the Cuban regime was 
caught red-handed shipping surface-to- 
air missiles, two MiG aircraft, and tons 
of Cuban-made weapons and munitions 
to North Korea in violation of several 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, it 
could not stop President Obama’s de-
sire to placate the Castros. 

This and the most recent revelation 
that the United States Government 
found out in June of 2014 that Cuba 
managed to come into possession of a 
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U.S. Hellfire missile and continues, to 
this day, to turn over that sensitive 
military technology are not isolated 
events. Both incidents underscore ex-
actly how egregiously the administra-
tion has erred and the extraordinary 
lengths to which the President will go 
in order to hide these transgressions 
from Congress and from the American 
people. 

b 1015 
You see, Mr. Speaker, after the Presi-

dent made his December 17, 2014, an-
nouncement, it has been revealed that 
not only did the administration keep 
Congress uninformed of the negotia-
tions, but the negotiations had been 
taking place for over a year and a half. 

If we follow the timeline, that means 
that these secret negotiations were 
taking place after the administration 
was already made aware that the Cas-
tros were in possession of a U.S. 
Hellfire missile and after Havana sent 
the illicit shipment of arms to 
Pyongyang. 

Even after the administration offered 
concession after concession to the Cas-
tros—the loosening of restrictions on 
travel, the opening of Embassies—the 
list goes on and on—the President re-
fused to make the returning of sen-
sitive missile technology a pre-
condition to the negotiations or to the 
implementation of this misguided pol-
icy. 

Let’s stop and think about this for a 
second, Mr. Speaker. 

The President has given the Castro 
regime almost everything it could have 
asked for. What did we ask for in re-
turn? Did we demand free and fair elec-
tions? Of course not. Did we demand 
the end of the persecution of dissidents 
and the release of political prisoners? 
You have got to be kidding. Of course 
not. Did we demand the regime stop 
the long list of human rights abuses? 
No. 

In fact, just this past Sunday, over 
200 people were arrested in Cuba be-
cause they were calling for religious 
tolerance. But never mind that. Let’s 
look at the cool, classic Chevys that 
are all through the streets of Havana. 
That is what we are supposed to be 
talking about. 

The President didn’t even demand 
that the Communist regime, with 
known and close military ties to Rus-
sia, China, and North Korea, turn over 
to the U.S. the Hellfire missile it had 
been in possession of since June of 2014. 

I don’t need to remind my colleagues 
of how incredibly dangerous it is for 
the Castros to be in possession of this 
sensitive military technology or how 
incredibly damaging it could be to our 
own national security interests when, 
not if, the regime turns that tech-
nology over to one of our adversaries. 

Last year both the Russian Minister 
of Defense and China’s top military of-
ficial visited Havana to discuss ways to 
strengthen their military cooperation 
efforts with Cuba, and a senior Castro 
regime official traveled to North Korea 
for military talks. 

Mr. Speaker, not only has the Presi-
dent’s Cuban policy been a disaster for 
the people of Cuba, it has been a dis-
aster for our own safety and security. 
There should be—there must be—a full 
and thorough investigation into this 
Hellfire missile incident. If this admin-
istration won’t do what is necessary to 
hold the Cuban regime accountable, 
then we in Congress must use every 
available tool in order to do so. 

We cannot allow the administration’s 
endless train of concessions to the ty-
rannical Cuban regime to continue 
while it turns its back on those who 
are suffering under the regime’s op-
pression. This is not what America 
stands for, and we should not allow 
President Obama’s misguided foreign 
policy objectives to ever change that. 

f 

SERGEANT MATTHEW MCCLINTOCK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, on 
the wall outside my office are the faces 
of 149 men and women from Wash-
ington State who were killed in action 
over the past 14 years in Afghanistan 
and in Iraq. 

Today it is with reverence that I will 
add the 150th face: Sergeant Matthew 
McClintock’s. Matthew was killed in 
Helmand Province in Afghanistan on 
the 5th of January. 

Sergeant McClintock was a Green 
Beret, an engineer, a National Guards-
man, as well as a dedicated friend, son, 
husband, and father. 

He joined the Army in 2006 and 
served in both Iraq and Afghanistan 
over the course of three tours. On one 
of his tours, his best friend was killed. 
So you can imagine what was in his 
mind when he was now leading a group 
in Afghanistan and one of his men was 
on the ground, hit. He knew the dan-
ger, but he went out to try and save his 
teammate. 

He epitomized everything we admire 
about our warriors: their skill, their 
mettle, their commitment to their 
teammates, to their families, and to us 
as a nation. The loss of a promising, 
smart, steadfast young man, whose de-
votion to family and country was free-
ly given, should not and will not be ac-
cepted without sorrow and respect. 

I had the chance to meet Matthew’s 
wife, Alexandra, and their 3-month-old 
son, Declan, on Friday, when Matthew 
came back to Dover Air Force Base. 
Everything his family said about him 
speaks of a man I would like to have 
known. 

It is said that the true soldier fights 
not because he hates what is in front of 
him but because he loves what is be-
hind him. Matthew leaves behind a 
proud and beautiful family. 

His wife asked that she have a chance 
to go up to Walter Reed to see the man 
her husband went out to save, who is 
still alive. That is the kind of family 
this is. We, as a nation, should be for-

ever grateful that someone of his cal-
iber—and his family—continues to 
choose to fight. 

Mr. Speaker, we have entered the 
15th year of this war, and it is easy to 
forget what is still going on in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and in other places where 
our soldiers are. 

I became aware of this because some-
body in my district was Matthew’s fa-
ther-in-law. He called me up and asked 
if I would be of help. I was glad to do 
it, but I realized I had not been aware 
of what had happened to him. 

So I asked the Army press people: 
Was this reported in the press? 

They said, yes, that it was on tele-
vision for 45 seconds. 

The American people are being al-
lowed not to see and not to hear about 
Matthew McClintock. They are not 
being told what is going on. 

We sent him there. We gave him the 
gun. We gave him the bullets. We gave 
him the body armor. We gave him ev-
erything and sent him over there and 
asked him to do this for us. He did it. 
He was willing to lay down his life for 
us. 

We deserve more time with people 
like Matthew and like many of the sol-
diers who went before him. But for 
those who survive them—Matthew’s 
teammates, his family—Alexandra and 
especially Declan—when this war fi-
nally ends, they deserve long and 
happy lives in peace. 

f 

WASP ARLINGTON INURNMENT 
RESTORATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
discuss the contributions the WASPs 
have made to our great country. These 
are the Women Airforce Service Pilots, 
and they represent an elite group of fe-
male pilots. 

They flew combat missions during 
World War II. These women displayed 
courage, valor, and a willingness to 
serve, and they made invaluable con-
tributions to our Nation’s efforts to 
battle on the world stage. 

There were fewer than 1,100 WASPs, 
and 38 of them died during their serv-
ice. But because the unit was created 
in 1942, the WASP group was never 
granted full military status. 

In 1977, Congress retroactively grant-
ed Active-Duty status to these brave 
pilots to ensure that all VA policies, 
laws, and services would apply to them; 
yet, the Army recently denied the re-
quest of WASPs who were seeking a 
place in Arlington National Cemetery. 
They say they are running out of space. 

This decision flies in the face of our 
Nation’s efforts to recognize, reward, 
and treat honorably the contributions 
of all of our veterans. These women de-
serve the same honor that is bestowed 
upon hundreds of thousands of their 
fellow servicemembers. 

So I urge my colleagues to join me in 
cosponsoring and supporting the bill. 
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