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Wasserman Watson Coleman Yarmuth
Schultz Welch
Waters, Maxine Wilson (FL)
NOT VOTING—9
Crowley Hinojosa Salmon
Fattah Johnson, E. B. Swalwell (CA)
Herrera Beutler Johnson, Sam Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2017 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 4909, NA-

TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Clerk
be authorized to make technical cor-
rections in the engrossment of H.R.
4909, to include corrections in spelling,
punctuation, section and title num-
bering, cross-referencing, conforming
amendments to the table of contents
and short titles, and the insertion of
appropriate headings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 9
a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

———

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2017

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4974,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 736 and rule
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XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4974.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4974)
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2017, and for other purposes, with Mr.
CoOLLINS of Georgia in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. DENT) and the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. BisHOP) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.
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Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Today, it is my honor and privilege
to bring H.R. 4974, the fiscal year 2017
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act to the House for consider-
ation.

I present this bill alongside my very
good friend and ranking member of the
subcommittee, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. BISHOP), who has been an
essential partner all along the way. I
greatly appreciate the participation
and support of our committee members
on both sides of the aisle as we consid-
ered priorities and funding levels for
the important programs in our bill.

We analyzed the budget request, de-
veloped questions, and held oversight
hearings to get direct feedback from
members of all the services, the De-
partment of Defense leadership, the
Secretary of the VA, and the VA in-
spector general. We received over 1,000
requests from Members, again, from
both sides of the aisle, and we gave
them full and fair consideration.

The bill is also the product of ac-
tively listening to the concerns of our
veterans and veteran advocates, serv-
icemembers, spouses, caregivers, mili-
tary family members, and healthcare
providers both within and outside the
VA over the past year.

As we consider this bill, I can’t pro-
ceed further without noting that this
subcommittee has a formidable level of
support from the chair and ranking
member of the full committee. So I
thank Chairman ROGERS and the rank-
ing member, Mrs. LOWEY. Their atten-
tion, oversight, and genuine care for
the military and veterans has been in-
spiring.

To round out the team, we have some
great support from our professional
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staff: Maureen Holohan, Sue Quantius,
Sarah Young, Tracey Russell, and Matt
Washington on the committee staff;
and Sean Snyder, Drew Kent, and
Heather Smith on my personal staff. I
would also like to note Michael Reed
and Michael Calcagni with Mr. BISHOP
of Georgia’s office. We couldn’t do it
without them.

I would also like to note the retire-
ment of the senior member of our sub-
committee, SAM FARR. He has been on
this subcommittee since 1999. In our
full committee meeting, we went into
detail about Sam’s accomplishments
on this subcommittee, including being
the architect of the Monterey model,
which is now the benchmark for suc-
cessful public-private partnership in a
community with a base closure. Sam,
wherever you may be, your commit-
ment, passion, and good humor will be
missed. All the best to you in your
pending retirement.

H.R. 4974 demonstrates our firm com-
mitment to fully supporting our Na-
tion’s veterans and servicemembers.
Our investment of $81.6 billion for mili-
tary construction, VA, and related
agencies, $1.2 billion over last year’s
level, is unprecedented. The bill ad-
dresses issues to help veterans in every
part of the country—every congres-
sional district—and our troops around
the world.

This bill provides comprehensive sup-
port for servicemembers, military fam-
ilies, and veterans. It supports our
troops with the facilities and services
necessary to maintain readiness and
morale at bases here in the States and
overseas. It provides for Defense De-
partment schools and health clinics
that take care of our military families.

The bill funds our veteran healthcare
systems to ensure that our promise to
care for those who sacrificed in defense
of this great Nation continues as those
men and women return home. We owe
this to our veterans and are committed
to sustained oversight so that pro-
grams deliver what they promise and
taxpayers are well served by the in-
vestments we make.

On the military construction side,
the bill provides a total of $7.9 billion
for military construction projects and
family housing, including base and
overseas contingency operations fund-
ing, OCO funding—an increase of $250
million over the President’s request.

This funding meets DOD’s most crit-
ical needs, including priority projects
for combatant commanders and fund-
ing new mission requirements.

It provides $304 million for military
medical facilities. It provides $246 mil-
lion for Department of Defense edu-
cational facilities, for construction or
renovation of four schools. It supports
our Guard and Reserve through $673
million for facilities in 21 States.

It includes $514 million for projects
from the Department of Defense’s un-
funded priority list, benefiting the
most critical projects—as identified by
the services—that were not included in
the budget request.
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It fully funds military family hous-
ing at $1.3 million. It provides $178 mil-
lion for the NATO Security Investment
Program, which is $43 million over last
year’s level, to deal with increasing
threats and necessary investments
overseas.

On Veterans Affairs, this legislation
includes a total of $176 billion in com-
bined discretionary and mandatory
funding for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

Discretionary funding alone for Vet-
erans programs in the bill is $73.5 bil-
lion. Total fiscal year 2017 discre-
tionary funding is $2 billion above fis-
cal year 2016, which is a 3 percent in-
crease, and $1.5 billion below the budg-
et request. Within that total, VA med-
ical care is provided with $64 billion, a
5 percent increase over last year—
again, a 5 percent increase over last
year for VA medical care.

Again, on VA medical services, the
bill funds VA medical services at $52.5
billion. That includes $850 million that
VA came back and asked for this year,
on top of the advanced funding pro-
vided last year.

Many Members expressed concerns
about medical services, and we were
able to fully fund the budget request
for hepatitis C at $1.5 billion. We are
paying for treatments for so many of
our veterans who are being cured from
this horrible disease of hepatitis C. The
drugs are very expensive. They have
come down in price a bit, and that has
helped us serve more veterans.

Veterans homelessness is at $1.6 bil-
lion, long-term care at $8.6 billion,
caregiver stipends at $7256 million, and
Office of Inspector General is at $160
million.

For disability claims, we provide the
full request for the Veterans Benefits
Administration, which is a $118 million
increase over fiscal year 2016, and the
full budget request for the Board of
Veterans Appeals, which is a $46 mil-
lion increase.

The bill will enhance transparency
and accountability at the VA through
further oversight and an increase for
the VA Office of Inspector General’s
independent audits and investigations.

The legislation also contains $260
million for the modernization of the
VA electronic health record and in-
cludes restricting all of the funding
until the VA meets milestones and cer-
tifies interoperability to meet statu-
tory requirements.

Major construction, we continue to
focus on major construction oversight.
The bill includes language that will
hold back 100 percent of the funding for
the largest construction projects until
VA contracts for outside Federal man-
agement, and we maintain strict re-
strictions on transfers, use of bid sav-
ings, and scope changes.

The bill provides $528 million for
major construction projects in Reno,
Nevada; Long Beach, California; as well
as cemeteries in Florida, New York,
and Colorado.

We include bill language regarding
improved standards for the suicide hot-
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line and certification of mental health
therapists to expand access for vet-
erans who need their care. I don’t need
to explain to anybody in this body this
great need here to help with the men-
tal health needs of so many of our
veterans.
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VA performance awards. The bill pro-
hibits all performance awards for VA
senior executives. This was in response
to multiple Member requests to re-
strict bonuses of various types at the
VA. I understand this is controversial.
But given the horrendous mismanage-
ment that we have seen at many of the
VA facilities across the country, we
were compelled to send a strong mes-
sage about accountability. The prohibi-
tion we included has passed as a floor
amendment several years in a row, so
that is why it is included in the base
bill this year.

I will tell you that we have, obvi-
ously, many great and wonderful em-
ployees at the VA who are doing their
best every day to provide for our vet-
erans, whether it is through benefits or
through the health system or on their
educational needs, so I wanted to make
sure that we make that point. But
there is a need for some accountability,
and that is why we had to insert this
particular provision.

We have received some unfounded
criticism from the administration for
the actions that we have taken. The
administration may not be happy with
any change to its budget proposal. But
this bill provides very generous funding
that adheres to the law and our respon-
sibility to practice fiscal responsi-
bility.

Overall, with this bill and the funds
that were provided in advance last
year, for fiscal year 2017, the VA will
have available 98 percent of what it
asked for—98 percent of what they
asked for is provided. I would wager
that there won’t be another Depart-
ment in that enviable position. This
shows the level of commitment we
have to our veterans and their families.
I think that should be noted. So de-
spite any criticism, we should all be
proud of this bill and what we have
done in it.

Let me tell you, I can say with abso-
lute certainty, the VA’s problems stem
from poor management and not too lit-
tle money. We continue to push for bet-
ter management, and the Secretary has
replaced most of the senior managers
at headquarters and in the field.

So many VA employees, as I men-
tioned earlier, are deeply committed—
overwhelmingly, they are committed—
to the veteran. They are talented, and
they work very hard. I have met these
folks, and I appreciate them very
much. I visit with them in eastern
Pennsylvania on a regular basis and in
south central Pennsylvania.

But the ‘‘corrosive culture’ that has
been cited at the VA remains the root
of VA’s problem.

I want to briefly discuss the Choice
Act or, as we call it, the VACAA, a lit-
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tle bit. I, and probably all of you, fully
support the Choice Act, and want vet-
erans to have access to quality health
care at a convenient location for them.
Veterans want to be served. They want
to be taken care of in the communities
where they live. It is better for the vet-
eran. It is better for the family. And we
want to make sure our veterans have
access to some of the finest health care
institutions in the world that may not
be part of the VA system. We need to
do that.

The Choice Act was so popular that
it brought a lot of demand to the VA,
and the VA has been spending both
Choice Act funds and discretionary
funds to meet the increased demand.

The Choice Act expires at the end of
fiscal year 2017, and its funding is being
depleted sooner than that. Some of the
Choice programs are already out of
money, and others will be out of money
halfway through the year.

For example, the Choice Act hires of
medical professionals to cut the back-
log of appointments runs out of funds
to pay those people halfway through
the year. We—and when I say we, that
is discretionary appropriations—are
picking up a $600 million tab to pay
them through the end of fiscal year
2017. It is the right thing to do, but it
is not something that we had planned
for.

There will be unprecedented and mas-
sive demands on the discretionary side
to continue programs started with a
$15 billion surge of emergency funding
a few years ago through the VACAA.
That is a huge issue for fiscal year 2018.
Right now, it is incumbent on Congress
to reform VA health care with a re-
sponsible plan that meets the needs of
veterans in a sustainable manner, and I
hope that we can take that matter
very seriously. It will be a huge issue
next year, and it is an issue already
this year.

With respect to the related agencies,
we fund the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, the Armed Forces
Retirement Home, Arlington National
Cemetery, and the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for Veterans at the requested
funding levels, which total $241 million.

In closing, this is a very solid, bipar-
tisan bill that is focused on the needs
of servicemembers, veterans, and, most
especially, all their families. We are
$1.8 billion over the fiscal year 2016
level. That is more than a 2 percent in-
crease. We have provided for our mili-
tary and veterans to the very best level
we can in a manner that is fiscally re-
sponsible and consistent with the budg-
et agreement we enacted into law last
year.

Did we fund every last dime re-
quested? No. But not every idea has
merit, and not every project is mission
critical. We did not fund some projects,
we cut some requested increases, and
we rescinded funds. These were fair de-
cisions and part of our responsibility,
as appropriators.

We will do a lot of good with this bill.
It is fair. It is balanced. It is generous.
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And on behalf of our servicemembers, care of those who have sacrificed for the way with this bill, both all of the

military families, and veterans, I urge our co.untry. . Members and staff.

support for this legislation. Let’s take _ Again, I would like to thank every- ;..o o the balance of my time
body for their help and support along :
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Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2017 (H.R, 4974)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2016 FY 2017 Bi11 vs. Bil11 vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
TITLE 1 - DEPARTMENT OfF DEFENSE
Mititary Construction, Army......... o iiueinrcanrnns 663,245 503,459 503,459 -159,786 -
Military Construction, Navy and Marine Corps.......... 1,669,239 1,027,783 1,021,580 -847,659 -6,183
Military Construction, Air Force..........cvevnvininny 1,389,185 1,481,058 1,388,758 +9,573 -82,300
Mititary Construction, Defense-Wide.................. . 2,242,867 2,056,091 2,024,843 -218,224 -31,448
Total, Active components...........covnvinniunuas 5,964,536 5,068,371 4,948,440 -1,016,096 -119,931
Military Construction, Army National Guard............ 197,237 232,930 232,930 +35,693 -
Mititary Construction, Air National Guard............. 138,738 143,957 143,957 +5,219 ...
Military Construction, Army Reserve................u.n 113,595 68,230 68,230 -45,385 ---
Military Construction, Navy Reserve................... 36,078 38,597 38,597 +2,518 ---
Military Construction, Air Force Reserve.............. 65,021 188,850 188,950 +123,928 .-
Total, Reserve components. .. ..... ..o rnnnnssess 550,669 672,664 672,664 +121,895 ---
Total, Mititary Construction............ ... .. .., 6,515,205 5,741,035 5,621,104 -894,101 -119,931
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security Investment

PrOGIaM. « v ottt nntee sttt tanno s ttnr e saanns 135,000 177,932 177,932 +42,932 .-
Family Housing Construction, Army..................... 108,695 200,735 200,735 +92,040 -
Family Housing Operation and Maintenance, Army........ 375,611 325,805 325,995 -49,616 -
Family Housing Construction, Navy and Marine Corps.... 16,541 94,011 94,011 +77,470 ---
Family Housing Operation and Maintenance, Navy and

Marine Corps. .. it ii i it 353,036 300,915 300,915 -52,121 ---
Family Housing Construction, Alr Forge................ 160,488 61,352 61,352 -99,148 -
Family Housing Operation and Maintenance, Air Force... 331,232 274,428 274,429 -56,803 -
Family Housing Operation and Maintenance, Defense-Wide 58,668 59,157 59,157 +489 -
Department of Defense Family Housing Improvement

T T - 3,258 3,258 +3,258 ---

Total, Family Housing. ....... .0 i ivannnnnss 1,404,281 1,318,852 1,319,852 -84 ,429 ..
Chemical demilitarization construction, Defense-Wide.. .- - --- --- ---
Department of Defense Base Closure Account............ 266,334 205,237 230,237 -36,097 +25,000

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
Mititary Construction - fiscal year 2014.............. . e . o P
Military Construction - fiscal year 2015..........., V. - .o s v -
Military Construction, Army {Sec. 125)................ -86,420 .- -25,000 +61,420 -25,000
Military Construction, Navy and Marine Corps (Sec.

13 2 - .- -51,848 -51,848 -51,848
Defense Access Roads (Sec. 132)...... e s 30,000 --- .- -30,000 .-
Military Construction, Air Force...........cvvvuninnn, .es e e . -
Military Construction, Defense-Wide (Sec. 127)........ -134,000 wen -37,377 +96,623 -37,377
Military Construction, Army {Sec. 128)................ 34,500 - 40,500 +6,000 +40,500
Military Construction, Navy and Marine Corps {Ssc.

12 ) Y 34,500 --- 293,600 +258,100 +293, 600
Military Construction, Army National Guard (Sec. 130). 51,300 --- 67,500 +16,200 +67,500
Military Construction, Army Reserve (Sec. 131}........ 34,200 e 86,500 +52,300 +86,500
NATQ Security Investment Program (Sec. 135}........... .- T e -30,000 -30,000 -30,000
Military Construction, Air Force {rescission)......... -46,400 --- --- +46,400 ---
42 USC 3374 (Sec. 133) ..ttt es i inaranes -105,000 .-~ -25,000 +80,000 -25,000
Military Construction, Air Force (Sec. 132)........... 21,000 --- 26,000 +5,000 +26,000

Military Construction, Air National Guard............. 6,100 --- - -6,100 m--
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Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2017 (H.R. 4974)
{Amounts in thousands)

H2817

FY 2018 FY 2017 Bill vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
Military Construction, Air Force Reserve.............. 10,400 --- --- -10,400 ---
Total, Administrative Provisions.................. -149,820 .-- 344,875 +494 ,695 +344,875
Appropriations. .. ..t s (222,000} --- (514.100) {+292,100) (+514,100)
RESCISSTONS. . ... s (-371,820) .- {-169,225) (+202,595) (-169,225)
Total, title I, Department of Defense......... 8,171,000 7,444,056 7,694,000 -477,000 +249,944
Appropriations. . ... ... .. ... . i i (8,542,820) (7.444,056) (7.,863,225) {-679,595) (+419,169)
RESCISSTONS. . ...t i i ey {-371,820) .- {-169,225) {+202,595) (-169,225)
TITLE II - DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Veterans Benefits Administration
Compensation and pensions:
Advance from prior year...........oovev i --- (86,083,128) (86,083,128) (+86,083,128) ---
Current year request. ... ... .. i 76,865,545 --- --- -76,865,545 ---
Subtotal, current year.............. it 76,865,545 86,083,128 86,083,128 +9,217,583 ---
Advance appropriation, FY 2018.................... 86,083,128 90,119,449 90,119,449 +4,036,321 ---
Readjustment benefits:
Advance from prior year.............. .. v .- (16,340,828) (16,340,828} (+16,340,828) -
Current year request. .. ... . v i i i 14,313,357 --- --- -14,313,357 ---
Subtotal. ... ... i e 14,313,357 16,340,828 16,340,828 +2,027,471 .-
Advance appropriation, FY 2018........... ... .. ... 16,340,828 13,708,648 13,708,648 -2,632,180 .-
Veterans insurance and indemnities:
Advance from prior Year............oveviibeiies --- {91,920) (91,920} (+91,920) ---
Current year request.......... ... .o i 77,160 16,605 16,605 -60,555 .-
Subtotal. ... ... .. e 77,160 108,525 108,525 +31,365 .-
Advance appropriation, FY 2018.................... 91,920 107,899 107,899 +15,979 -
Veterans housing benefit program fund:

(indefinite) . . oo i s --- - --- “-- ---
{Limitation on direct Yoans)...................... (500} (500) {500} .en ---
Administrative expenses. ... ...... .. . . iianiinaas 164,558 198,856 167,612 +3,054 -31,244

Vocational rehabilitation loans program account....... 31 36 36 +5 .-
(Limitation on direct loans).............. ... . ... (2,952) (2,517) (2,517) (-435) ---
Administrative expenses......... .. ... i 367 389 389 +22 .-

Native American veteran housing loan program account.. 1,134 1,163 1,163 +29 -

Total, Veterans Benefits Administration......... 163,038,028 104,153,045 104,121,801 -89,816,227 -31,244
Appropriations...... ... ... i i i (91,422,152) (217,049) (185,805} (-91,236,347)
Advance appropriations, FY 2018............. (102,515,876) (103,935,996) (103,935,096} {+1,420,120)
Advances from prior year appropriations..... - (102,515,876) (102,515,876) (+102,515,876)

Veterans Health Administration

Medical services:

-228,993

Advance from prior vear........... ... .. i (47,603,202) (51,673,000) (51,673,000) (+4,069,798)
Current year request. ...... ... .. . i i 2,369,158 1,078,983 850,000 -1,519,158
Subtotal. ... ... ... v e 46,972,360 52,751,983 52,523,000 +2,550,640

Advance appropriation, FY 2018....,............... 51,673,000 44,886,554 44,886,554 -6,786,446

-228,993
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Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2017 (H.R. 4874)

(Amounts in thousands)

Medical community care:
Advance appropriation, FY 2018.............. .. ....
Transfer from medical care accounts...............

Medical suppeort and compliance:
Advance from prior year..............ciiiieanannn
Current year reguest. ........ ... . ... it iiaiiiiiaans

Subtotal. ... .. s
Advance appropriatiun, FY 2018. ... ... i

Medical facilities:
Advance from prior year............ivienivericnnan
Current year request.. ... ... ... i

Subtotal. ... ... . e
Advance appropriation, FY 2018..... ... ... cvvcnn
Medical and prosthetic research............ ... .. ...

Medical care cost recovery collections:
Offsetting collections............. . v,
Appropriations {indefinite}.............. . . ......

Subtotal....... ... . . . e

DoD-VA Joint Medical Funds (transfers out)............
DoD-VA Joint Medical Funds (by transfer)..............
DoD-VA Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund (Transfer
OUE Y o i e e
Dob-VA Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund (by
transfer) . ...

Total, Veterans Health Administration...........
Appropriations. . ..o i s
(By transfer)...... ... ... ... . .. i,
Advance appropriations, FY 2018.............

Advances from prior year appropriations.........
National Cemetery Administration
National Cemetery Administration......................
Departmental Administration

General administration....... ... ... .. . i i
Board of Veterans Appeals...............cioiviniiianiny
General operating expenses, VBA......... ... .covvnnun.
Information technology systems............... ... ... ...
Office of Inspector General....... ... v viinnnnerns
Construction, major projects......... ... i,
Construction, minor projects. ... v i s s
Grants for construction of State extended care
facilities. . .. . i e
Grants for the construction of veterans cemeteries....

Total, Departmental Administration................
Administrative Provisions
Section 226 (FY16)

Medical Services. .. ... ..ttt i e
(RESCISSTON) . oot e e

Medical support and compliance........................
{Rescission) ... .. .

FY 2016 FY 2017 Bill vs. Bil11 vs.
Enacted Request Bil1l Enacted Request
.- 9,409,118 9,409,118 +9,409,118 e
--- (7,246,181) (7.246,181) (+7,246,181) ---
(6.144,000) (6.524,000) (6,524,000) {+380,000) .-
6,144,000 6,524,000 6,524,000 +380,000 .-
6,524,000 6,654,480 6,654,480 +130,480 EEE
(4.915,000) (5,074,000) (5,074,000) {+159,000) ---
105,132 649,000 .- -105,132 -649,000
5,020,132 5,723,000 5,074,000 +53,868 -649,000
5,074,000 5,434,880 5.434,880 +360,880 ---
630,735 663,366 663,366 +32,631 ---
-2,445,000 -2,637,000 -2,637,000 -192,000 ---
2,445,000 2,637,000 2,637,000 . +192,000 .-
(-286,000) (-274,731) {-274,731) {(+11,269) .-
(286,000) {274,731) {274,731) (-11,269) ---
{-15,000) {-15,000) {-15,000) - ..
{15,000) (15,000) (15,000) v -
66,376,025 68,776,391 67,898,398 +1,522,373 -877,993
(3,105,025) (2,391,359) (1.513,366) (-1,591,659) {-877,993)
{301,000) (7,535,912) (7.535,912) (+7,234,912) .-
(63,271,000) (66,385,032) (66,385,032) (+3,114,032) .-
(58.662,202) (63,271,000) (63,271,000) (+4,608,798) -
271,220 286,193 271,220 --- -14,973
336,659 417,959 336,659 --- -81,300
109,884 156,086 156, 096 +46,212 .
2,707,734 2,826,160 2,826,160 +118,426 ...
4,133,363 4,278,259 4,220,869 +87,506 -57,390
136,766 160,106 160,106 +23,340 ---
1,243,800 528,110 528,110 -715,680 .-
406,200 372,069 372,069 -34,131 ---
120,000 80,000 80,000 -40.,000 .-
46,000 45,000 45,000 -1,000 ---
9,240,406 8,863,759 8,725,069 -515,337 -138,690
1,400,000 “u- .- -1,400,000 ---
-1.400,000 .-- --- +1,400,000 LR
100,000 --- --- -100,000 .-
-100, 000 - . +100,000 e
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Mititary Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2017 (H.R. 4874)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2016 FY 2017 Bill vs Bi1l vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
Hedical facilities. .. ... ... i i i 250,000 --- --- -250,000 ---
(ReSCISSTON) ... oo i i e -250,000 --- --- +250,000 .--
JIF rescission {Sec. 232)......... .. i -30,000 .- -30,000 - -30,000
Payraise absorption rescission (Sec. 233)............. --- --- -337,382 -337,382 -337,382
Payraise absorption reduction (Sec. 234).............. EER . -46,618 -46,618 -46,618
Total. Administrative Provisions................ -30,000 .- -414,000 -384,000 -414,000
Total, title II.... ... .. . i 269,795,679 182,079,388 180,602,488 -89,193,191 -1,476,900
Appropriations. ... ... .. i {105,788,803) (11.758,360) (10.648,842) (-95,139,961) (-1,109,518)
RESCISSTONS . oo\ttt ee ettt (-1,780,000) (-367,382)  (+1,412,618) (-367,382)
(By transfer). . ..... ...t {301,000) (7.535,912) (7.535,912) (+7.234,912) ---
Advance Appropriations, FY 2018:
Mandatory. ... ... . o s (102,515,876) {103,835,996) (103,935,996) (+1,420,120) ---
DiSCretiONary. ..\ ovrt ettt ercnearenns (63,271,000)  (66,385,032)  (66,385,032) (+3,114,032)
Advances from prior year appropriations:
Mandatory. . ... .. . i e - {102,515,876) (102,515,876) (+102,515,878) .-
Discretionary. .. ... ... i (58,662,202) (63,271,000) (63,271,000) (+4,608,798) ---
{Limitation on direct loans).................... (3,452) (3.017) (3.017) (-435) ---
DiSCretionary. . ... .. (76,023,741) (78,126,787) (76,649,887) (+626,146) (-1,476,900)
Advances from prior year less FY 2018 advances (-4,608,798) (-3,114,032) (-3,114,032) (+1,494,766) ---
Net discretionary........... ... . vt (71,414,943) (75,012,755) (73,535,855) (+2.120,912) (-1.476,900)
Mandatory. . ... ... e (193,771,938) (103,952,601) (103,952,601) (-89,819,337) ---

(-1,420,120)

Advances from prior year less FY 2018 advances (-102,515,876) (-1,420,120) (+101,085,756) ---

Net mandatory........ ... iny

Total mandatory and discretionary.......

TITLE III - RELATED AGENCIES

American Battle Monuments Commission

Salaries and eXPensSeS. . ... . .v it 105,100 75,100 75,100 -30,000 .-
Foreign currency fluctuations account................. 2,000 --- --- -2,000 ---
Total, American Battle Monuments Commission..... ;6;:;66 -------- ;éj;éé -------- ;é:;éé ------- :35:666 ----------- :::'
U.5. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims
Salaries and EXPeNSES. .. ..t i i s 32,141 30,945 30,945 -1.196 .
Department of Defense - Civil
Cemeterial Expenses, Army
Salaries and eXPensSeS .. .. ... ..ttt e 79.516 70,800 70,800 -8,716 ---
Armed Forces Retirement Home - Trust Fund
Operation and maintenance..............oouvininiunsnns 43,300 63,300 41,300 -2,000 -22,000
Capital Program. ... ... ovv ittt 1,000 1,000 1,000 --- ---
Payment from General Fund......... ... eiviivinannovnn 20,000 --- 22,000 +2,000 +22,000
Total, Armed Forces Retirement Home............. éi:ééé -------- é;:ééé --------- é;:ééé ---------- ::: ----------- :::-
Total, title IIL. ... ... .. . . i —--_—-;;;ja;; ....... ;;;?;;; ______ 241,;;;— ) -41,9812 T ?f?=
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Mititary Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2017 (H.R. 4974)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2016 FY 2017 Bill vs. Bi11 vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
TITLE IV - OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS
Overseas Contingency Operations
VY ot i e e .. 38,409 38,409 +38,409 -
AT FOrCR. . i e e e --- 11,440 11,440 +11,440 ---
Subtotal. ... e e --- 49,849 49,849 +49 849 ---
European Reassurance Initiative
AT IIY . oot e  e eea --- 18,900 18,800 +18,900 ---
NBVY . i e e e - 21,400 21,400 +21,400 .-
ATl FOrC®. i i e e 68,300 68,300 +68,300 ---
Defense-Wide. ... ... . . i i e s --- 5,000 5,000 +5,000 ---
Subtotal. ... --- 113,600 113,600 +113,800 ---
Counter Terrorism Support

S ] oo - --- 9,000 8,551 +8,551 -449
Total, title IV 172,000 +172,000 -449
Grand total. ... i e 278,249,736 189,937,038 188,709,633 -89,540,103 -1,227,405
Appropriations.........co.iiiniiieiia. (114,614,680)  (19,443,561)  (18,753,212) (-95,861,468) (-690,349)
Rescissions..... ... ... i (-2,151,820) (-536,607) (+1.615,213) {-536,607)

Advance appropriations, FY 2018............. (165,786,878) (170,321,028} (170,321,028) {+4,534,152) ---

Advances from prior year appropriations......... (58,662,202) (165,786,876) (165,786,876) (+107,124,674) ---

(By transfer) ... ... .. i e {301,000} {7.535,812) {7,535,912) {+7,234,912) .-
(Transfer oUt)}. ..ottt (-301,000) (-289,731) (-289,731) (+11,269)

(Limitation on direct Joans).................... (3,452) (3,017) (3,017) (-435) -
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I would like to begin by thanking
Mrs. LOWEY and Mr. ROGERS, who serve
as the distinguished ranking member
and chairman of the full committee,
and, of course, Chairman DENT, my col-
league, on the Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee. I couldn’t have a bet-
ter, more collaborative partner in sup-
port of our military and our veterans,
and I really appreciate the collegiality.

And certainly I want to thank our
staff. From the minority staff, I would
like to thank Matt Washington, as well
as Mike Reed and Mike Calcagni from
my personal office. From the majority
committee staff, I would like to thank
Maureen Holohan, Sue Quantius, Sarah
Young, Tracey Russell, and Sean Sny-
der from Chairman DENT’s office.

As you all know, this bill has a
strong history.

Before I begin, I really also want to
share the comments and the accolades
and salutations for our colleague from
California, SAM FARR, who is retiring
from the committee; and this, of
course, will be his last MILCON/VA
bill. He has been a longstanding mem-
ber of this committee, very insightful,
compassionate, and pragmatic. We are
certainly going to miss Sam with his
valuable, valuable contributions.

I would like to point out that this
bill has a strong history of finding
common ground and bipartisan support
across the aisle to provide resources for
our men and women in uniform who
have chosen to serve and to protect our
great Nation’s way of life and our indi-
vidual freedoms.

With this bill, we fund military con-
struction projects in the Department of
Veterans Affairs to the benefit of our
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines,
both past and present.

For those who have given so much of
themselves, we owe a great deal. So let
me start our consideration of the Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs
appropriations bill by recognizing
those in our military who cannot be
with us here tonight as they serve
across the globe. Thank you for your
service.

The account taking care of the con-
struction of military facilities is pro-
vided $7.7 billion, an increase of $250
million above the fiscal year 2017 budg-
et request. Overall, the Department of
Veterans Affairs is funded at $73.5 bil-
lion, which is $2.5 billion above the
FYl6-enacted level, and $1.4 billion
below the FY17 request.

I am pleased with several aspects of
the bill. As we saw throughout the
markup process, the bill provides ro-
bust funding for our military construc-
tion and provides adequate funding for
both active and reserve military forces.

I was pleased that the bill provides
$25 million above the FY17 budget re-
quest to help speed up the cleanup of
former Department of Defense sites.

For too long, we have been waiting
for an end to the tunnel for the elec-
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tronic health records integration be-
tween the Department of Defense and
the VA. To strengthen oversight on the
issue, I am pleased to see the bill main-
tains tough, but fair, reporting require-
ments for the electronic health records
endeavor. To better serve those vet-
erans shortchanged for too long, the
bill continues to prioritize the elimi-
nation of the VA’s claims backlog and
includes healthy funding for the Board
of Veterans’ Appeals, though I am con-
cerned with the proposed reforms to
the BVA.
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Nonetheless, I believe these are posi-
tive steps that are necessary to ensure
that the VA continues to improve its
service for our veterans.

Mr. Chair, while the MILCON-VA bill
has many positive attributes, one item
I am not particularly pleased about is
the inclusion of bill language that lim-
its performance awards. As I have stat-
ed for the past 3 years, this language
will not provide a short-term solution
and, in fact, may have long-term con-
sequences, compounding the very prob-
lem that it attempts to address. All
this language will do is make the VA a
less attractive option than other agen-
cies when it comes to recruiting and
retaining quality executive leaders, re-
sulting in the Department’s not having
the very talent that it needs to solve
the problems it faces today. This is an
issue that must be addressed as we
move through this process.

Turning away from the bill for a sec-
ond, our committee was off to a very
fast start. However, because of the
budget resolution impasse, we have had
to wait a month for the MILCON-VA
bill to be able to come to the floor. As
a result, we will not be able to get back
to regular order this year, and with
roughly 45 days left in the legislative
calendar, it will be nearly impossible
to fulfill our obligation to the Amer-
ican people and pass all 12 bills through
the House. We are in this situation be-
cause an upset, small minority of the
House wants to revisit issues that were
already decided and acted upon by a bi-
partisan majority of both Houses and
signed into law by the President.

That being said, I applaud Chairman
ROGERS for honoring the allocation the
bipartisan budget agreement set for fis-
cal year 2017. The BBA will have to suf-
fice until we can get past these unreal-
istic beliefs that we can cut our way to
prosperity.

As we are all aware of our level of
discretionary resources this year, it
will be tough, especially tough for this
subcommittee, because our bill ad-
vances funds to the medical services
account. While we start out in the hole
every year, the VA’s annual second
bite of the apple makes balancing the
needs of nonmedical VA services with
other Federal agencies that much more
difficult. As I have said numerous
times, we must be more strategic about
how we handle our Federal budget.
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Mr. Chair, would I have done some
things differently? Of course, but here
we are.

Nevertheless, with reservations, I
urge my colleagues to defeat any poi-
son pill amendments and move to sup-
port this bill to fund the construction
of military facilities and strive to im-
prove the quality of life and the care
afforded to current servicemembers, to
our veterans, and to our military fami-
lies.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS),
the distinguished chairman of the full
committee.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I thank
the chairman for yielding the time.

Mr. Chair, I rise tonight to support
this first bill of the 2017 appropriations
cycle. Shepherding through appropria-
tions legislation is the constitutional
duty of the Congress, and so here we
go.

The passage of these bills in a timely
fashion is in the best interest of the
Nation. It will help provide for our na-
tional security, the stability of our
economy, and give certainty to all
Americans who count on the Federal
Government’s programs and services. I
believe this bill, in particular, starts
off this process on the right foot.

H.R. 4974 is a balanced, bipartisan
piece of legislation that provides crit-
ical funding for our troops, their fami-
lies, and our veterans. We have made a
commitment to our servicemen and
-women that we will care for them dur-
ing and after their service, and this bill
helps fulfill that promise.

In total, as you have heard, the bill
provides $81.6 billion in discretionary
funding for the Department of Defense
infrastructure and quality-of-life pro-
grams as well as for the Department of
Veterans Affairs. This represents a $1.8
billion increase above current levels.
This increase is directed to Veterans
Affairs programs, which receive a 3 per-
cent bump above fiscal year 2016 levels.

Of the total $73.5 billion for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, $562.5 bil-
lion will support the VA’s medical
services, which is funding that will
treat some 7 million patients this year.
In particular, I want to highlight fund-
ing increases that will address mental
health care, suicide prevention, hepa-
titis C treatment, and homelessness.
The increase will also help the VA
tackle some of its greatest chal-
lenges—reducing the disability claims
backlog and continuing the moderniza-
tion of the electronic health records
system to ensure no gaps in care occur
as our current troops become veterans.

This bill also provides funding to sup-
port our Active Duty military and
their families whether they are at
home or abroad. Funding for hospitals,
educational facilities, and housing tells
our servicemembers that they have the
full backing of their government as
they lay their lives on the lines for this
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Nation. Beyond these quality-of-life
programs, military construction fund-
ing is prioritized to respond to threats
around the globe, including Russia, the
Middle East, and North Africa.

While overall funding is increased in
the bill, the committee took many
steps to ensure that every cent of tax-
payers’ money is spent responsibly and
with good purpose. We made difficult
decisions to find savings wherever pos-
sible. The bill also includes good-gov-
ernment provisions that increase over-
sight for the VA, helping to stop waste
and improve service for our veterans.

Mr. Chair, this is a very good bill,
one I am proud to support. I want to
thank the chairman of the sub-
committee, Congressman DENT, for his
leadership. I want to thank the rank-
ing member, Mr. BISHOP, and the rest
of the subcommittee for their team-
work and their effort in bringing the
bill to the floor today.

Lastly, I join the chair and ranking
member in thanking the staff for the
many hours they put in helping to
usher this bill to the floor today. Car-
ing for our troops and veterans is a
great responsibility, and the sub-
committee and our staff have not
taken that responsibility lightly.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill. It is balanced; it is responsible;
and it needs to be passed.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair, 1
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Mrs. LOWEY), the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the
Committee on Appropriations.

Mrs. LOWEY. I thank the distin-
guished ranking member of this com-
mittee, Mr. SANFORD BISHOP, for that
very generous introduction.

I would like to thank my good friend
on the other side of the aisle, Chairman
DENT from the neighboring State of
Pennsylvania, for his good work and
the partnership that he has made to
make this an excellent bill. I also want
to thank Chairman ROGERS for his
leadership and, of course, for the hard
work of the committee members on
both sides of the aisle who are so crit-
ical to this process.

Mr. Chair, the fiscal year 2017 Mili-
tary Construction-Veterans Affairs bill
would allocate $81.6 billion in discre-
tionary funding—$1.2 billion less than
the fiscal year 2017 budget request and
a $1.8 billion increase above the fiscal
year 2016 enacted level—and allow for
several critical improvements, includ-
ing: the further reduction of the vet-
erans’ claims backlog, which has
dropped from 600,000 to 74,000 in the
past 2 years; $7.8 billion to support out-
reach, prevention, and awareness to re-
duce unacceptably high levels of sui-
cide and other mental health chal-
lenges among our veterans; a greater
focus on the gender-specific needs of fe-
male veterans, including prosthetics
designed for women and enhancing ac-
cess to both medical health services; a
$32 million increase for medical and
prosthetic research; $1.3 billion for
family housing construction; and
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strong oversight of the electronic
health records system, requiring that
the VA meet key benchmarks through-
out the fiscal year and improve inter-
operability with the Department of De-
fense.
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Mr. Speaker, as I close, I want to
again congratulate Chairman DENT and
Ranking Member BISHOP for you are
truly outstanding in making this a
good, bipartisan bill.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield 2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Arkansas
(Mr. HILL).

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the bill. Over the past few
years, we have seen mismanagement,
cost overruns, and project delays at
our Veterans Affairs facilities and hos-
pitals across this country.

While the biggest construction fail-
ures are the ones that have gathered
the headlines, such as the billion-dollar
cost overrun in Colorado, the VA has a
knack for dropping the ball on simple
and smaller projects as well. One of
these is an $8 million ongoing solar
panel project at the VA Medical Center
in Little Rock. It has been 3 years
since the planned activation of the sys-
tem. However, engineering changes and
the relocation of the panels to make
way for a new parking garage, which
was even known in advance of the
award, has cost valuable taxpayer re-
sources.

Last year, I sent a letter, along with
Senator JOHN BOOZMAN, to the VA Of-
fice of the Inspector General calling for
an investigation into this solar panel
project, which resulted in the VA In-
spector General conducting a national
review of all the solar panel projects
across the VA.

While this review is being finalized,
many questions remain unanswered
about these solar projects. Currently,
the VA lists 34 key renewable energy
projects dating back to 2010 that re-
main nonoperational.

Today’s bill contains an important
provision in the report language that
will protect the taxpayer dollars by
prohibiting funding for solar projects
at the VA due to these concerns about
the mismanagement in these projects.

I am pleased that the committee has
included this essential language as we
await the results from the VA Inspec-
tor General’s investigation into these
costly projects.

This small piece is an important part
of the overall reevaluation of the VA’s
construction oversight and implemen-
tation that Congress has developed and
that taxpayers deserve.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

With reservations, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. I think it
is a bipartisan bill. It is a good bill. I
think it is a good product for what we
had to work with.

I would like to urge my colleagues to
support it, to fund the construction of
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newer facilities, to strive to improve
the quality of life and the care that we
give to our military, to our veterans,
and to our military families.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I would like to conclude by saying
that I want to thank everyone again
for their full cooperation on both sides
of the aisle: Mr. BISHOP, Mrs. LOWEY,
and the entire team on their side, and
Mr. ROGERS on our side, and all the
members of the subcommittee on both
sides.

This bill does provide for our vet-
erans, our military, our servicemem-
bers, and their families. It is a very
good bill. I urge its adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

During consideration of the bill for
amendment, each amendment shall be
debatable for 10 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent
and an opponent. No pro forma amend-
ment shall be in order except that the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees may offer up
to 10 pro forma amendments each at
any point for the purpose of debate.
The chair of the Committee of the
Whole may accord priority in recogni-
tion on the basis of whether the Mem-
ber offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD designated for
that purpose. Amendments so printed
shall be considered read.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4974

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and
for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and
other personal services necessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $503,459,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2021: Provided, That, of this
amount, not to exceed $98,159,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation
support, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, naval installations, facilities,
and real property for the Navy and Marine
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $1,021,580,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2021: Provided, That, of
this amount, not to exceed $88,230,000 shall
be available for study, planning, design, and
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as
currently authorized by law, $1,398,7568,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2021:
Provided, That of this amount, not to exceed
$143,582,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Air Force determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That none of the funds made
available under this heading shall be for con-
struction of the Joint Intelligence Analysis
Complex Consolidation, Phase 3, at Royal
Air Force Croughton, United Kingdom, un-
less authorized in an Act authorizing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2017 for military
construction.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, installations, facilities, and
real property for activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $2,024,643,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021: Provided, That
such amounts of this appropriation as may
be determined by the Secretary of Defense
may be transferred to such appropriations of
the Department of Defense available for
military construction or family housing as
the Secretary may designate, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated, not to exceed $201,422,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Secretary of Defense de-
termines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MRS. WAGNER

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 4, line 20, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $801,000) (increased by
$801,000)".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentlewoman from Mis-
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souri and a Member opposed each will
control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Chair, I thank
Chairman DENT for letting me offer
this very important amendment. I
thank my colleagues from the entire
Missouri delegation—Mr. CLAY, Mr.
CLEAVER, Mr. GRAVES, Ms. Hartzler,
Mr. LONG, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, and Mr.
SMITH—for their steadfast support and
bipartisan cosponsorship.

This amendment is critical to meet-
ing the current and future mission re-
quirements of the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency and its replace-
ment West headquarters in north St.
Louis.

This amendment allocates $801,000 for
land and transfer acquisition activities
associated with acquiring the land for
the headquarters, conforming with the
Senate’s MILCON-VA bill.

After an exhaustive process, the NGA
identified the north St. Louis city site
as a superior location because of its
ability to provide the most techno-
logical, academic, and professional en-
vironment for the agency to develop
the capabilities and solutions nec-
essary to solve the country’s most
vital intelligence and national security
challenges.

Mr. Chair, the City of St. Louis is
providing the land for this project at
no cost to the Federal Government. Its
selection ensures that NGA West’s 70-
year history in St. Louis continues and
that the 2,000 NGA West employees who
live in Missouri remain in close prox-
imity to the headquarters.

The St. Louis region has a proven
track record in national defense and
technology capabilities that make it
an ideal choice for NGA’s new home.

I ask that my colleagues vote in
favor of this amendment to ensure
NGA West can continue to perform its
critical role in our national security
within a community that understands
its needs and strongly supports its mis-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Missouri’s First Dis-
trict (Mr. CLAY).
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Chair, I want to
thank the gentlewoman from Missouri
(Mrs. WAGNER) for yielding. I rise today
in strong support of this amendment as
offered by Mrs. WAGNER.

The National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency’s decision to locate their new
western headquarters in mnorth St.
Louis was the right choice to support
their vital national security mission,
the best decision for the over 3,000 ex-
ceptional Federal employees who work
there, and it will transform a great
Federal failure into a transformational
Federal success.

The misguided and shortsighted at-
tempt to withhold funding from this
project not only is petty and parochial,
it is completely irresponsible because
delaying this project would put our na-
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tional security at risk. NGA Director
Robert Cardillo said it best in his mes-
sage to his employees on April 1.

Director Cardillo said: ‘“The future of
our agency and our profession rests on
our present talent and that of the next
generations we can recruit onto our
team. We face tough competition, and
offering an environment that appeals
to these future generations is critical
to our success. Studies point to a de-
sire by today’s millennials to be in
urban environments, and this trend is
expected to continue.”

He went on to say: ‘“Our partnership
with industry and academia will con-
tinue to grow and expand as we trans-
form some of our work to a more open,
connected and transparent environ-
ment. Our ability to engage with local
universities and innovative, tech-
nology-based companies is enhanced by
remaining in St. Louis city. I am con-
fident that we will build a facility in
St. Louis that will be a remarkable
home for us to master our craft and en-
gage with our partners in a flexible,
technologically advanced environment
that is enticing to current and future
generations.”

I urge my colleagues to support the
gentlewoman’s amendment.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Chair, I reserve
the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. Does any Member claim
time in opposition?

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Chair, in closing,
I just want to say that NGA chose St.
Louis because the location best sup-
ports the agency’s mission.

The superiority of the urban setting
is ideal for recruiting and retaining a
highly skilled workforce. When focus-
ing on the most technological, aca-
demic, and professional environment to
ensure our Nation’s security, the NGA
chose St. Louis. The decision has been
made, and my amendment supports the
NGA’s decision.

Mr. Chair, I thank the chairman and
my colleague from the First District of
Missouri.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER).

The amendment was agreed to.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army National Guard, and contributions
therefor, as authorized by chapter 1803 of
title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts,
$232,930,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That, of the
amount appropriated, not to exceed $8,729,000
shall be available for study, planning, design,
and architect and engineer services, as au-
thorized by law, unless the Director of the
Army National Guard determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construc-
tion Authorization Acts, $143,957,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2021: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount appropriated, not
to exceed $10,462,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Director of the Air National Guard
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803
of title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts, $68,230,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2021:
Provided, That, of the amount appropriated,
not to exceed $7,500,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Chief of the Army Reserve deter-
mines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine
Corps as authorized by chapter 1803 of title
10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $38,597,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2021:
Provided, That, of the amount appropriated,
not to exceed $3,783,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of the Navy determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air Force Reserve as authorized by chapter
1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts,
$188,950,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That, of the
amount appropriated, not to exceed $4,500,000
shall be available for study, planning, design,
and architect and engineer services, as au-
thorized by law, unless the Chief of the Air
Force Reserve determines that additional
obligations are necessary for such purposes
and notifies the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of the deter-
mination and the reasons therefor.

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM

For the United States share of the cost of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities
and installations (including international
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
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tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and
Military Construction Authorization Acts,
$177,932,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the
Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $200,735,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2021.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the
Army for operation and maintenance, includ-
ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law,
$325,995,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND

MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition,
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $94,011,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $300,915,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $61,352,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2021.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and
insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$274,429,000.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of
Defense (other than the military depart-
ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized
by law, $59,157,000.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FAMILY HOUSING

IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Family
Housing Improvement Fund, $3,258,000, to re-
main available until expended, for family
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to
section 2883 of title 10, United States Code,
providing alternative means of acquiring and
improving military family housing and sup-
porting facilities.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE

ACCOUNT

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account, established by
section 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687
note), $230,237,000, to remain available until
expended.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be expended for payments
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for
construction, where cost estimates exceed
$25,000, to be performed within the United
States, except Alaska, without the specific
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approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title
for construction shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title
for construction may be used for advances to
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by
section 210 of title 23, United States Code,
when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense
by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to begin construc-
tion of new bases in the United States for
which specific appropriations have not been
made.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used for purchase of
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, except: (1) where
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be
in the public interest.

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land;
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available
in annual Acts making appropriations for
military construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available
in this title for minor construction may be
used to transfer or relocate any activity
from one base or installation to another,
without prior notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used for the procurement
of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such
steel procurement.

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real
property taxes in any foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated for architect
and engineer contracts estimated by the
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country,
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf,
unless such contracts are awarded to United
States firms or United States firms in joint
venture with host nation firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available
in this title for military construction in the
United States territories and possessions in
the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in
countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, may
be used to award any contract estimated by
the Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a for-
eign contractor: Provided, That this section
shall not be applicable to contract awards
for which the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bid of a United States contractor ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and responsible
bid of a foreign contractor by greater than 20
percent: Provided further, That this section
shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for
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which the lowest responsive and responsible
bid is submitted by a Marshallese con-
tractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of
any proposed military exercise involving
United States personnel 30 days prior to its
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department
by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress.

SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and
design on those projects and on subsequent
claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a
military department or defense agency for
the construction of military projects may be
obligated for a military construction project
or contract, or for any portion of such a
project or contract, at any time before the
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal
year for which funds for such project were
made available, if the funds obligated for
such project: (1) are obligated from funds
available for military construction projects;
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased
pursuant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-
tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in
an electronic medium pursuant to sections
480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts
as may be determined by the Secretary of
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated
for construction in ‘“‘Family Housing” ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘‘Military Construc-
tion” accounts, to be merged with and to be
available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall
be available to cover the costs, as defined in
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code,
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring
and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting
facilities.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer
authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the
Department of Defense Base Closure Account
to the fund established by section 1013(d) of
the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan
Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to
pay for expenses associated with the Home-
owners Assistance Program incurred under
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42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts trans-
ferred shall be merged with and be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period as the fund to which transferred.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title
for operation and maintenance of family
housing shall be the exclusive source of
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag
officer quarters: Provided, That not more
than $35,000 per unit may be spent annually
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-
ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission: Provided further, That the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is
to report annually to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress all
operation and maintenance expenditures for
each individual general or flag officer quar-
ters for the prior fiscal year.

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford
Island Improvement Account established by
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10,
United States Code, are appropriated and
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-
propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for
obligation, upon a determination that such
appropriations will not be necessary for the
liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations
for obligations incurred during the period of
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
gated balances of such appropriations may
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction,
Defense’’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the
same purposes as the appropriation to which
transferred.

SEC. 122. (a) Except as provided in sub-
section (b), none of the funds made available
in this Act may be used by the Secretary of
the Army to relocate a unit in the Army
that—

(1) performs a testing mission or function
that is not performed by any other unit in
the Army and is specifically stipulated in
title 10, United States Code; and

(2) is located at a military installation at
which the total number of civilian employ-
ees of the Department of the Army and
Army contractor personnel employed ex-
ceeds 10 percent of the total number of mem-
bers of the regular and reserve components
of the Army assigned to the installation.

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply if the Secretary of the Army certifies
to the congressional defense committees
that in proposing the relocation of the unit
of the Army, the Secretary complied with
Army Regulation 5-10 relating to the policy,
procedures, and responsibilities for Army
stationing actions.

SEC. 123. Amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available in an account funded
under the headings in this title may be
transferred among projects and activities
within the account in accordance with the
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reprogramming guidelines for military con-
struction and family housing construction
contained in Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation 7000.14-R, Vol-
ume 3, Chapter 7, of March 2011, as in effect
on the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 124. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated or expended for
planning and design and construction of
projects at Arlington National Cemetery.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 125. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able for ‘‘Military Construction, Army”’,
from prior appropriation Acts (other than
appropriations designated by law as being for
contingency operations directly related to
the global war on terrorism or as an emer-
gency requirement), $25,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 126. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able for ‘‘Military Construction, Navy and
Marine Corps’”, from prior appropriation
Acts (other than appropriations designated
by law as being for contingency operations
directly related to the global war on ter-
rorism or as an emergency requirement),
$51,848,000 are hereby rescinded.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 127. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able for ‘Military Construction, Defense-
Wide”’, from prior appropriation Acts (other
than appropriations designated by law as
being for contingency operations directly re-
lated to the global war on terrorism or as an
emergency requirement), $37,377,000 are here-
by rescinded.

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for
‘““‘Military Construction, Army’’, $40,500,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2021:
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction projects, in
priority order, identified in the Department
of the Army’s Unfunded Priority List for
Fiscal Year 2017 submitted by the Secretary
of Defense to Congress: Provided further, That
such funding is subject to authorization
prior to obligation and expenditure of funds:
Provided further, That, not later than 30 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Army shall submit to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
an expenditure plan for funds provided under
this section.

SEC. 129. For an additional amount for
“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $293,600,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2021: Provided, That such funds
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects, in priority order, identified in
the Department of the Navy’s Unfunded Pri-
ority List for Fiscal Year 2017 submitted by
the Secretary of Defense to Congress: Pro-
vided further, That such funding is subject to
authorization prior to obligation and expend-
iture of funds: Provided further, That, not
later than 30 days after enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds provided under this section.

SEC. 130. For an additional amount for
“Military Construction, Army National
Guard”, $67,500,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2021: Provided, That such funds
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects, in priority order, identified in
the Department of the Army’s Unfunded Pri-
ority List for Fiscal Year 2017 submitted by
the Secretary of Defense to Congress: Pro-
vided further, That such funding is subject to
authorization prior to obligation and expend-
iture of funds: Provided further, That, not
later than 30 days after enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Army shall submit
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
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Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds provided under this section.

SEC. 131. For an additional amount for
“Military Construction, Army Reserve’’,
$86,500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That such funds
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects, in priority order, identified in
the Department of the Army’s Unfunded Pri-
ority List for Fiscal Year 2017 submitted by
the Secretary of Defense to Congress: Pro-
vided further, That such funding is subject to
authorization prior to obligation and expend-
iture of funds: Provided further, That, not
later than 30 days after enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Army shall submit
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds provided under this section.

SEC. 132. For an additional amount for
“Military Construction, Air Force”,
$26,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That such funds
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects, in priority order, identified in
the Department of the Air Force’s Unfunded
Priority List for Fiscal Year 2017 submitted
by the Secretary of Defense to Congress: Pro-
vided further, That such funding is subject to
authorization prior to obligation and expend-
iture of funds: Provided further, That not
later than 30 days after enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Air Force shall
submit to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress an expenditure
plan for funds provided under this section.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEcC. 133. Of the unobligated balances made
available in prior appropriation Acts for the
fund established in section 1013(d) of the
Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan De-
velopment Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) (other
than appropriations designated by law as
being for contingency operations directly re-
lated to the global war on terrorism or as an
emergency requirement), $25,000,000 are here-
by rescinded.

SEC. 134. For the purposes of this Act, the
term ‘‘congressional defense committees”
means the Committees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate,
the Subcommittee on Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 135. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able for ‘“NATO Security Investment Pro-
gram’’, from prior appropriations Acts (other
than appropriations designated by law as
being for contingency operations directly re-
lated to the global war on terrorism or as an
emergency requirement), $30,000,000 are here-
by rescinded.

SEC. 136. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to carry out the clo-
sure or realignment of the United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits
to or on behalf of veterans and a pilot pro-
gram for disability examinations as author-
ized by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51,
53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code;
pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61
of title 38, United States Code; and burial
benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other of-
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ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-
its and certificates, payment of premiums
due on commercial life insurance policies
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50
U.S.C. App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits
as authorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and
2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title
38, United States Code, $90,119,449,000, to re-
main available until expended and to become
available on October 1, 2017: Provided, That
not to exceed $17,224,000 of the amount made
available for fiscal year 2018 under this head-
ing shall be reimbursed to ‘‘General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration”, and ‘‘Information Technology Sys-
tems’ for necessary expenses in imple-
menting the provisions of chapters 51, 53, and
55 of title 38, United States Code, the funding
source for which is specifically provided as
the ‘“Compensation and Pensions’’ appropria-
tion: Provided further, That such sums as
may be earned on an actual qualifying pa-
tient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘“‘Medical
Care Collections Fund” to augment the fund-
ing of individual medical facilities for nurs-
ing home care provided to pensioners as au-
thorized.
READJUSTMENT BENEFITS

For the payment of readjustment and reha-
bilitation benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35,
36, 39, 41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United
States Code, $13,708,648,000, to remain avail-
able until expended and to become available
on October 1, 2017: Provided, That expenses
for rehabilitation program services and as-
sistance which the Secretary is authorized to
provide under subsection (a) of section 3104
of title 38, United States Code, other than
under paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of that
subsection, shall be charged to this account.

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES

For military and naval insurance, national
service life insurance, servicemen’s indem-
nities, service-disabled veterans insurance,
and veterans mortgage life insurance as au-
thorized by chapters 19 and 21, title 38,
United States Code, $124,504,000, to remain
available until expended, of which
$107,899,000 shall become available on Octo-
ber 1, 2017.

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND

For the cost of direct and guaranteed
loans, such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title
38, United States Code: Provided, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided
further, That, during fiscal year 2017, within
the resources available, not to exceed
$500,000 in gross obligations for direct loans
are authorized for specially adapted housing
loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan
programs, $167,612,000.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $36,000, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United
States Code: Provided, That such costs, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans,
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading are available to subsidize gross obli-
gations for the principal amount of direct
loans not to exceed $2,517,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $389,000, which may be paid to the ap-
propriation for ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration”.
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NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For administrative expenses to carry out
the direct loan program authorized by sub-
chapter V of chapter 37 of title 38, United
States Code, $1,163,000.

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as
authorized by law, inpatient and outpatient
care and treatment to beneficiaries of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans
described in section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code, including care and treatment in
facilities not under the jurisdiction of the
Department, and including medical supplies
and equipment, bioengineering services, food
services, and salaries and expenses of
healthcare employees hired under title 38,
United States Code, aid to State homes as
authorized by section 1741 of title 38, United
States Code, assistance and support services
for caregivers as authorized by section 1720G
of title 38, United States Code, loan repay-
ments authorized by section 604 of the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health Serv-
ices Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-163; 124 Stat.
1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), and hospital care
and medical services authorized by section
1787 of title 38, United States Code;
$850,000,000, which shall be in addition to
funds previously appropriated under this
heading that became available on October 1,
2016; and, in addition, $44,886,554,000, plus re-
imbursements, shall become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2017, and shall remain available until
September 30, 2018: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2017,
under this heading, $1,400,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2019: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish a priority for
the provision of medical treatment for vet-
erans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs:
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall give priority funding for
the provision of basic medical benefits to
veterans in enrollment priority groups 1
through 6: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may authorize the
dispensing of prescription drugs from Vet-
erans Health Administration facilities to en-
rolled veterans with privately written pre-
scriptions based on requirements established
by the Secretary: Provided further, That the
implementation of the program described in
the previous proviso shall incur no addi-
tional cost to the Department of Veterans
Affairs.
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AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Chairman, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 29, line 6, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $4,000,000)"".

Page 33, line 12, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(reduced by $5,500,000)".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Arizona
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
offer an amendment which seeks to re-
direct scarce resources to important
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mental health programs for our Na-
tion’s veterans.

At a hearing just last week entitled
“Combating the Crisis: Evaluating Ef-
forts to Prevent Veteran Suicide,”
Chairman JEFF MILLER stated that the
latest data available from the VA re-
ports that 22 veterans per day are com-
mitting suicide.

Last fiscal year, the VA General Ad-
ministration account got a $15.68 mil-
lion increase for more bureaucracy
within the VA. This year, the Obama
administration has requested another
$81 million increase for that account.

The committee wisely chose not to
provide funding for the majority of the
request in that bill, stating:

“It has doubts about the wisdom of
establishing a large new office with re-
gional staffing at this late date in the
administration.”

My amendment simply transfers a
portion of the fiscal year 2016 increase
for government bureaucrats to impor-
tant mental health services for our Na-
tion’s heroes returning from combat.

Traumatic brain injuries and post-
traumatic stress disorder have been
consistently contributing to behavioral
issues amongst our veterans; and all
too often, these ongoing mental health
issues result in suicide. With an aver-
age of 22 veteran suicides per day, more
resources are desperately needed.

While redirecting funds to where
they are needed most, the Congres-
sional Budget Office also states that
this amendment would save money and
reduce outlays. My amendment also
helps bring the level of funding in the
bill for mental health closer to the ad-
ministration’s requests for the fiscal
year.

The VA doesn’t need more money to
hire more paper pushers. Instead, let’s
appropriate that money to where and
whom the VA was created for: to serve
and help improve the mental health of
our Nation’s heroes.

I applaud the committee for includ-
ing my language that ensures the Vet-
erans Crisis Line will provide an imme-
diate response from a trained profes-
sional and for the resources already di-
rected in this bill towards mental
health.

I ask my colleagues to support this
commonsense amendment and help en-
sure our veterans that are in need get
the care they so earned.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim the
time in opposition, but I don’t oppose
the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I am cer-
tainly sympathetic to the intent of the
gentleman’s amendment to increase
funding for suicide prevention outreach
programs. Obviously, we all know this
is a very serious problem. These pro-
grams already received an 11 percent
increase in our bill, for a total of $164
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million. So I do not oppose the amend-
ment, and I urge its adoption.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MS. MICHELLE LUJAN
GRISHAM OF NEW MEXICO

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 29, line 6, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘“‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentlewoman from New
Mexico and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New Mexico.

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Chair, we have a pro-
vider shortage in this country, and it is
only projected to get worse. The Asso-
ciation of American Medical Colleges
estimates that the United States could
face a shortage of 90,000 physicians by
2025.

One of the most common complaints
I hear from veterans in Albuquerque is
that even with the flexibility they have
to see outside providers through the
Veterans Choice Act, there just aren’t
enough providers—especially behav-
ioral health providers—to treat every-
one who needs care.

If trends continue, we will be without
the workforce needed to treat an aging
population that will increasingly live
with chronic health care issues. The
provider shortages hit rural, poor, and
underserved communities and states
like New Mexico particularly hard.

According to the New Mexico Health
Care Workforce Committee, every sin-
gle healthcare profession in New Mex-
ico has a shortage of providers. In fact,
Los Alamos, New Mexico, is the only
county in the entire State without a
shortage of primary health care pro-
viders. And primary care physicians
are four more times available in urban
areas than in rural New Mexico.

The result: longer waits, longer trav-
el, patients not receiving the care they
need, and worse health outcomes.

We have to educate and recruit more
providers, but that will not be enough
to keep up with growing demand. We
have to do a better job at leveraging
the resources we have to put VA pro-
viders in the best situation we can to
provide quality and timely care to
their patients.

The Department of Veterans Affairs,
the largest healthcare system in the
United States, should be leading in
using telehealth technology to provide
care and promote patient wellness.

The VHA’s Home Telehealth Pro-
gram is growing and provided 2.1 mil-
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lion consultations to more than 677,000
veterans in 2015. But we can do much
more.

In a report last year, the VA Inspec-
tor General’s office found that the VA
missed opportunities to serve addi-
tional patients with the Home Tele-
health Program, which could have ‘‘po-
tentially delayed the need for long-
term institutional care for approxi-
mately 59,000 additional veterans.”

The VA Inspector General also found
that ‘‘telehealth patients showed the
best outcomes in terms of patient ad-
missions and bed days of care.”

It also saves money. Using telehealth
instead of placing a veterans in a con-
tract nursing home facility saves ap-
proximately $92,000 a year, and the vet-
eran gets to stay independently at
home.

The VA should follow models such as
the University of New Mexico’s Project
ECHO and think creatively about shar-
ing expertise among specialists, pri-
mary care physicians, and medical cen-
ters to ensure patients in underserved
communities get the care they need.
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Mr. Chairman, the VA should in-
crease its focus on programs that are
proven to improve clinical outcomes
and expand access to care while reduc-
ing treatment costs.

I urge Members to support my
amendment to prioritize funding for
the VA Home Telehealth Program.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim
time in opposition, but I do not oppose
the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I share the
gentlewoman’s concern about the im-
portance of telehealth as a way to pro-
vide healthcare services remotely to
patients. It is especially useful in the
treatment of mental health and behav-
ioral health issues.

The VA is a leader in telehealth ac-
tivities, providing 2.1 million consulta-
tions to more than 677,000 veterans in
2015, many of whom were in rural
areas. VA funding for telehealth will
total almost $1.2 billion in fiscal year
2017.

I do not oppose the amendment. I
urge its adoption.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. DENT. I yield to the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I come from a very
rural district as well, and I understand
the importance of access to quality
care.

I agree that we need to train and re-
cruit more health professionals. In the
meantime, I agree that telemedicine is
a great tool to help deal with the
shortage of health professionals.
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So I support this amendment, and I
urge all of the Members to do so. It will
do a great deal toward helping to bring
access to care to our veterans in rural
communities.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from New Mexico (Ms.
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM).

The amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE

For mnecessary expenses for furnishing
health care to individuals pursuant to chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, at non-
Department facilities, $7,246,181,000, plus re-
imbursements, to be derived from amounts
appropriated in title II of division J of Pub-
lic Law 114-113 under the headings ‘‘Medical
Services’”’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, or ‘‘Medical Facilities”” which became
available on October 1, 2016; and, in addition,
$9,409,118,000 shall become available on Octo-
ber 1, 2017, and shall remain available until
September 30, 2018: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2017,
under this heading, $1,500,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2019.

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For necessary expenses in the administra-
tion of the medical, hospital, nursing home,
domiciliary, construction, supply, and re-
search activities, as authorized by law; ad-
ministrative expenses in support of capital
policy activities; and administrative and
legal expenses of the Department for col-
lecting and recovering amounts owed the De-
partment as authorized under chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, and the Federal
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651 et
seq.), $6,654,480,000, plus reimbursements,
shall become available on October 1, 2017,
and shall remain available until September
30, 2018: Provided, That, of the amount made
available on October 1, 2017, under this head-
ing, $100,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2019.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing
homes, domiciliary facilities, and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; for administrative expenses in
support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposi-
tion, construction, and renovation of any fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department; for oversight, engineering,
and architectural activities not charged to
project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hos-
pitals and homes under the jurisdiction of
the Department, not otherwise provided for,
either by contract or by the hire of tem-
porary employees and purchase of materials;
for leases of facilities; and for laundry serv-
ices, $5,434,880,000, plus reimbursements,
shall become available on October 1, 2017,
and shall remain available until September
30, 2018: Provided, That, of the amount made
available on October 1, 2017, under this head-
ing, $250,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2019.

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH

For necessary expenses in carrying out
programs of medical and prosthetic research
and development as authorized by chapter 73
of title 38, United States Code, $663,366,000,
plus reimbursements, shall remain available
until September 30, 2018.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses of the National
Cemetery Administration for operations and
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maintenance, not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor;
cemeterial expenses as authorized by law;
purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for
use in cemeterial operations; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and repair, alteration
or improvement of facilities under the juris-
diction of the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration, $271,220,000, of which not to exceed
$26,600,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary operating expenses of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, not other-
wise provided for, including administrative
expenses in support of Department-wide cap-
ital planning, management and policy activi-
ties, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to
exceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the
General Services Administration for security
guard services, $336,659,000, of which not to
exceed $10,000,000 shall remain available
until September 30, 2018: Provided, That
funds provided under this heading may be
transferred to ‘‘General Operating Expenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration”.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. KEATING

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 33, line 12, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,500,000) (in-
creased by $1,500,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I
thank Chairman DENT and Ranking
Member BISHOP for their work on this
appropriations bill, and for their co-
operation with this amendment.

I rise today to offer an amendment
that will support a requirement of VA
prescribers to complement a con-
tinuing medication course in pain man-
agement.

Nationally, about 30 percent of Amer-
icans have some form of chronic pain.
However, the percentage of veterans
who report chronic pain is significantly
higher. Over 50 percent of elderly vet-
erans report chronic pain as do almost
60 percent of veterans returning from
the conflict in the Middle East.

In fact, chronic pain is the most com-
mon medical problem experienced by
returning combat veterans in the last
decade.

Of course, pain is not a stand-alone
problem. Pain is something we see as a
consequence of physical injury, and
sometimes that physical injury leads
to co-occurring mental health ail-
ments.

We are increasingly more aware of
the mental health consequences stem-
ming from time in combat. Veterans
with brain trauma are more likely to
report physical pain and, in turn, are
more likely to receive prescriptions for
opioids.
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Recent VA data shows us that rough-
ly 523,000 veterans are receiving pre-
scriptions for opioids, and the number
of veterans with opioid use disorders
has grown 55 percent over the past 5
years. Veterans are twice as likely to
overdose on prescription opioids as the
general population.

We are very fortunate to live in a
time where quality care can be offered
to our military personnel, and it is un-
paralleled. Now we need to do our part
to help these heroes manage their
chronic pain in the safest manner pos-
sible.

Last month I introduced the Safe
Prescribing for Veterans Act, which
will help those who provide healthcare
services to veterans learn the latest
pain management techniques, under-
stand safe prescribing practices, and
spot the signs of potential substance
use disorders. This act works by direct-
ing healthcare providers from the VA
to take continuing education courses
specific to pain management, opioids,
and substance abuse.

VA healthcare providers already need
continuing education to maintain their
State-issued professional licenses, and
my bill makes sure they spend some of
the already-required time Ilearning
about safe opioid prescribing practices.

The bill does not add to the total
number of credits that prescribers al-
ready have to take, it just insists that
they spend their time on this impor-
tant issue.

Only 14 States require their physi-
cians to take pain management edu-
cation credits. My constituents are for-
tunate in Massachusetts because we
are 1 of the 14 States that ask its doc-
tors to complete pain management
training.

However, even our neighboring
States do not have the mandatory pain
management requirements. Veterans in
my district, especially those in the
South Coast, often find it easy to re-
ceive their health care at VA hospitals
in Rhode Island. As of now, there is no
guarantee that the doctors they see in
Providence have taken the same pain
management education courses.

I rise before you today in an effort to
give our veterans that guarantee.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
support of this amendment to ensure
our veterans receive the care they de-
serve.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim the
time in opposition, but I am not op-
posed to the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, the gen-
tleman is addressing a problem that
many Members have contacted us
about, the long delays that community
practitioners are experiencing in being
paid by VA for their care for veterans.

Our report requires VA to provide
comprehensive information detailing
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the reimbursements owed to providers
in each State and the amounts of in-
voices that are more than 6 months
overdue.

GAO just released a report with
alarming data about VA’s significant
problems in managing prompt payment
to outside providers. I am sure that we
will revisit this issue in conference,
and we will welcome any suggestions
the gentleman has for us.

I have no objection to this amend-
ment and urge its adoption.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. KEATING).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. CLAWSON OF
FLORIDA

Mr. CLAWSON of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 33, line 12, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(reduced by $5,000,000)".

Page 35, line 1, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)’.

Page 35, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert “‘(increased by $5,000,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Florida
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. CLAWSON of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank Chairman DENT; full re-
spect for what he does and, more im-
portantly, how he does it. Agree or dis-
agree, the gentleman does it the right
way, and I appreciate his leadership
style.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the op-
portunity to offer my amendment to
the Military Construction, Veterans
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations bill.

May 30 is Memorial Day, a day we set
aside to recognize the tremendous debt
of gratitude for those who have self-
lessly sacrificed for our liberties.

From constituent discussions in my
district, I am acutely aware that cus-
tomer service for our vets often falls
short of the mark. Far too many of our
vets, I am told, simply do not receive
timely responses to their healthcare
questions. We can do better.

My amendment, which I am pro-
posing, is directed at improving cus-
tomer service problems by improving
the information technology at VA fa-
cilities.

My amendment would enhance vet-
erans’ customer service experiences by
funding improved, service-based,
commoditized technology and tele-
communications.
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For this, my amendment would add
$56 million to the information tech-
nology systems account, specifically
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the funding directed at the develop-
ment, modernization, and enhancement
of the current IT infrastructure.

In the proposed budget, this account
is currently funded at $4.23 billion, $50
million short of the President’s budget
request of $4.28 billion in this area. My
amendment would offset this $6 million
by reducing the general administration
account, currently funded at $336 mil-
lion. The redirected $5 million would be
used in acquiring new technologies to
provide more acceptable customer sat-
isfaction and delivery measures.

I am the proud son of a veteran who
served overseas. In my role in Con-
gress, it is a great honor and privilege
to serve over 100,000 veterans who call
my district home. We all know vets—
friends, neighbors, family, and, in my
case, a nephew just returning from Af-
ghanistan and a father who served a
long time ago. Let’s do right by these
brave folks by improving their cus-
tomer service and response.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim the
time in opposition, but I do not oppose
the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I certainly
know the gentleman from Florida is
very committed to improving veterans’
experiences when they deal with the
VA, and modernizing infrastructure is
certainly an important part of that. I
have no objection to the amendment,
and I certainly appreciate the gentle-
man’s deep commitment given his own
father’s experience in our Armed
Forces. We thank him for that service.

Again, I have no objection to this
amendment, and I urge its adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. CLAWSON).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. KEATING

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 33, line 12, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (in-
creased by $1,000,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts and a Member opposed each
will control 56 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, again I
would like to thank Chairman DENT
and Ranking Member BISHOP for their
work on this bill and their cooperation
on this amendment.

I rise today to offer a straightforward
amendment that will improve our un-
derstanding of the causes of delays
within the Veterans Choice Program.
The Veterans Choice Program was im-
plemented to address delays in patient
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care at the Veterans Administration.
However, as of April of this year, data
from the VA showed that the number
of veterans waiting more than 30 days
for an appointment was actually higher
than when the Veterans Choice Pro-
gram was initiated.

The well-intentioned and necessary
program was initiated and acknowl-
edged. The fact is the Veterans Choice
Program was cobbled together very
quickly given the time constraints.
This led to excessive privatization and
contracting through third parties,
which has contributed to frequent
delays, and we are seeing these delays
even today.

In my district alone, I have spoken
with numerous veterans who live a
great distance from VA medical facili-
ties, such as the islands of Martha’s
Vineyard and Nantucket. My constitu-
ents rely heavily on accessibility to
non-VA doctors the Veterans Choice is
intended to provide.

Further, an oft cited problem with
Veterans Choice is the lack of clear
communications regarding the eligi-
bility requirements of the program to
both veterans and non-VA providers.
Understanding the obstacles around ef-
ficient scheduling of appointments of
veterans and swift reimbursement for
providers would serve as a crucial first
step in resolving some of the issues
that the Choice Program faces. With-
out this understanding, the program
itself really isn’t beneficial.

That is why I am offering this
amendment, to advocate for redirected
funding toward finding a solution to
the delays and the communication er-
rors plaguing implementation of Vet-
erans Choice.

I have no doubt whatsoever that
every Member of Congress here agrees
that our veterans deserve the very best
possible care in a timely manner. Ulti-
mately, this amendment is meant to
assist the VA in identifying why these
delays are occurring and to help rec-
ommend solutions.

I want to thank the chairman again.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word.

The CHAIR. The gentleman is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I agree with the gentleman from
Massachusetts that we need to take a
serious look at the Choice Program.
VA’s most recent data show, compared
to the last year, there are now 70,000
more appointments that kept a veteran
waiting at least a month to get care.
Furthermore, a March General Ac-
counting Office report showed that the
Choice Program had little impact on
getting veterans to see a primary care
physician in 30 days.

Thousands of veterans referred to the
program are returning to the VA for
care, sometimes because the program
could not find a doctor for them and
because the private doctor they were
told to see was too far away according
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to VA data. In fact, VA’s own inspector
general found that in Colorado, vet-
erans were waiting longer than 30 days
for care because staff at the local VA
hospital was not adding them to the
list of patients eligible for the Choice
Program, let alone slow reimburse-
ments.

Two years ago, Congress was hearing
about the VA concealing wait times at
VA hospitals and clinics and about the
veterans who were suffering as a result.
We were forced to act quickly in this
crisis. I believe that Congress will have
to revamp the Choice Program to make
sure that it is doing what Congress in-
tended for it to do. We are going to
need an honest assessment from the
VA.

Mr. Chairman, I urge all Members to
support this amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment,
but I do not oppose the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. I will just say very brief-
ly, Mr. Chairman, I know the gen-
tleman is very interested, as we all are,
in finding ways to ensure that the VA
healthcare providers receive up-to-date
and comprehensive training in the
proper use of pain management medi-
cations. So many of our veterans strug-
gle with chronic pain, and we have seen
the tragic consequences of over-
prescription of opioids as a method of
treatment.

I appreciate the gentleman’s interest
and his advocacy. I have no objections
to gentleman’s amendment, and I urge
adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KEATING. Again, Mr. Chairman,
I thank the chairman and ranking
member.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. KEATING).

The amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS

For necessary operating expenses of the
Board of Veterans Appeals, $156,096,000, of
which not to exceed $15,610,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2018.

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS

BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary operating expenses of the
Veterans Benefits Administration, not other-
wise provided for, including hire of passenger
motor vehicles, reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security
guard services, and reimbursement of the De-
partment of Defense for the cost of overseas
employee mail, $2,826,160,000: Provided, That
expenses for services and assistance author-
ized under paragraphs (1), (2), (56), and (11) of
section 3104(a) of title 38, United States
Code, that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
determines are necessary to enable entitled
veterans: (1) to the maximum extent fea-
sible, to become employable and to obtain
and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to
achieve maximum independence in daily liv-
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ing, shall be charged to this account: Pro-
vided further, That, of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, not to exceed
$141,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. RUIZ

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 34, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (increased by
$5,000,000)".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia and a Member opposed each will
control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
to offer an amendment to H.R. 4974, the
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act for 2017.

My amendment will help reduce the
VA’s claims backlog and help improve
the lives of our veterans. California is
home to 2 million veterans, and I am
proud to represent more than 54,000
veterans in my district alone.

There are 40,000 veterans expected to
return to California every year for the
next several years, including the fast-
est growing group of returning vet-
erans—women.

We must ensure that our veterans
have timely access to the critical bene-
fits they have earned and deserve. Un-
conscionably, thousands of veterans
who have sacrificed for our country are
struggling to access benefits they have
already earned.

Due to the lingering claims backlog
at the Veterans Affairs Administra-
tion, veterans across our Nation are
waiting for ©pensions, prescription
drugs, and even lifesaving medical
care.

Veterans are still waiting for the VA
to process 351,676 benefit claims, and
74,589 of those veterans have been wait-
ing longer than 125 days for a decision.
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We owe it to our courageous men and
women to clear this harmful backlog as
soon as possible. Reduced to a claim
number in a seemingly endless line, our
veterans experience pain, frustration,
hopelessness, and despair. Although
the backlog has shrunk since Congress
last passed a similar appropriations
bill, we must not lose sight of the im-
portance of getting veterans their
hard-earned benefits as soon as pos-
sible.

That is why I am offering this
amendment to advocate for an addi-
tional $56 million to fund the digital
scanning of health and benefits files to
reduce the backlog by redirecting fund-
ing within the General Operating Ex-
penses account of the Veterans Bene-
fits Administration. This amendment
simply directs funds towards the dig-
ital scanning of health and benefits
files that will reduce the claims back-
log without any new spending.
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As an emergency medicine physician,
I understand the importance of effi-
ciency in health care, and I know how
dangerous continued bureaucratic re-
jection can be for a person with PTSD
or depression. By committing resources
to digitizing health and benefits files,
we will further increase VA’s capacity
to tackle the claims backlog, ulti-
mately ensuring veterans receive the
benefits they have earned in a timely
manner. We must serve our veterans by
making certain that Congress focuses
on eliminating the claims backlog for
good.

I encourage my colleagues to stand
up for veterans and support my prag-
matic amendment to reduce the vet-
erans’ claims processing time.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim the
time in opposition, although I do not
oppose the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, on the VA
claims backlog, we have fully funded
the President’s request.

I have no objection to the amend-
ment, and I am prepared to support it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from California (Mr. RUIZ).

The amendment was agreed to.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information
technology systems and telecommunications
support, including developmental informa-
tion systems and operational information
systems; for pay and associated costs; and
for the capital asset acquisition of informa-
tion technology systems, including manage-
ment and related contractual costs of said
acquisitions, including contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
$4,220,869,000, plus reimbursements: Provided,
That $1,247,548,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed $36,300,000
shall remain available until September 30,
2018: Provided further, That $2,502,052,000 shall
be for operations and maintenance, of which
not to exceed $177,900,000 shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2018: Provided fur-
ther, That $471,269,000 shall be for informa-
tion technology systems development, mod-
ernization, and enhancement, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available
for information technology systems develop-
ment, modernization, and enhancement may
not be obligated or expended until the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs or the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs submits to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a
certification of the amounts, in parts or in
full, to be obligated and expended for each
development project: Provided further, That
amounts made available for salaries and ex-
penses, operations and maintenance, and in-
formation technology systems development,
modernization, and enhancement may be
transferred among the three subaccounts
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after the Secretary of Veterans Affairs re-
quests from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and an approval is
issued: Provided further, That amounts made
available for the ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’ account for development, mod-
ernization, and enhancement may be trans-
ferred among projects or to newly defined
projects: Provided further, That no project
may be increased or decreased by more than
$1,000,000 of cost prior to submitting a re-
quest to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress to make the
transfer and an approval is issued, or absent
a response, a period of 30 days has elapsed:
Provided further, That funds under this head-
ing may be used by the Interagency Program
Office through the Department of Veterans
Affairs to define data standards, code sets,
and value sets used to enable interoper-
ability: Provided further, That of the amounts
made available under this heading for oper-
ations and maintenance and information
technology systems development, mod-
ernization, and enhancement, not more than
a total amount of $168,113,000 shall be avail-
able for VistA Evolution or any successor:
Provided further, That none of the funds made
available by the preceding proviso may be
obligated or expended for such program or
any successor until the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs: (1) certifies to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress that the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has deployed modernized electronic
health record software supporting clinicians
of the Department of Veterans Affairs and
the Department of Defense no later than De-
cember 31, 2016, while ensuring continued
support and compatibility with the inter-
operability platform and full standards-
based interoperability, as stipulated by the
National Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal
Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66); (2) submits to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the VistA Evolution
Business Case and supporting documents re-
garding continuation of VistA Evolution or
alternatives to VistA Evolution, including
an analysis of necessary or desired capabili-
ties, technical and security requirements,
the plan for modernizing the platform frame-
work, and all associated costs; and (3) sub-
mits to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress, and such Commit-
tees approve, the following: a report that de-
scribes a strategic plan for VistA Evolution,
or any successor, and the associated imple-
mentation plan including metrics and
timelines; a master schedule and lifecycle
cost estimate for VistA Evolution or any
successor; and an implementation plan for
the transition from the Project Management
Accountability System (PMAS) to the new
project delivery framework (the Veteran-fo-
cused Integration Process (VIP)) that in-
cludes the methodology by which projects
will be tracked, progress measured, and
deliverables evaluated: Provided further, That
the funds made available under this heading
for information technology systems develop-
ment, modernization, and enhancement,
shall be for the projects, and in the amounts,
specified under this heading in the report ac-
companying this Act.
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information
technology, in carrying out the provisions of
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
App.), $160,106,000, of which not to exceed
$14,800,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018.

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and

improving any of the facilities, including
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parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or for any of the purposes set forth
in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of
title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, including planning, architec-
tural and engineering services, construction
management services, maintenance or guar-
antee period services costs associated with
equipment guarantees provided under the
project, services of claims analysts, offsite
utility and storm drainage system construc-
tion costs, and site acquisition, where the es-
timated cost of a project is more than the
amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of
title 38, United States Code, or where funds
for a project were made available in a pre-
vious major project appropriation,
$528,110,000, of which $494,310,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2021, and of
which $33,800,000 shall remain available until
expended: Provided, That except for advance
planning activities, including needs assess-
ments which may or may not lead to capital
investments, and other capital asset man-
agement related activities, including port-
folio development and management activi-
ties, and investment strategy studies funded
through the advance planning fund and the
planning and design activities funded
through the design fund, including needs as-
sessments which may or may not lead to
capital investments, and salaries and associ-
ated costs of the resident engineers who
oversee those capital investments funded
through this account and contracting offi-
cers who manage specific major construction
projects, and funds provided for the purchase
of land, security, and maintenance for the
National Cemetery Administration through
the land acquisition line item, none of the
funds made available under this heading
shall be used for any project which has not
been approved by the Congress in the budg-
etary process: Provided further, That funds
made available under this heading for fiscal
year 2017, for each approved project shall be
obligated: (1) by the awarding of a construc-
tion documents contract by September 30,
2017; and (2) by the awarding of a construc-
tion contract by September 30, 2018: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall promptly submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a written report on any approved
major construction project for which obliga-
tions are not incurred within the time limi-
tations established above: Provided further,
That, of the amount made available under
this heading, $222,620,000 for Veterans Health
Administration major construction projects
shall not be available until the Department
of Veterans Affairs—

(1) enters into an agreement with an appro-
priate non-Department of Veterans Affairs
Federal entity to serve as the design and/or
construction agent for any Veterans Health
Administration major construction project
with a Total Estimated Cost of $100,000,000 or
above by providing full project management
services, including management of the
project design, acquisition, construction, and
contract changes, consistent with section 502
of Public Law 114-58; and

(2) certifies in writing that such an agree-
ment is executed and intended to minimize
or prevent subsequent major construction
project cost overruns and provides a copy of
the agreement entered into and any required
supplementary information to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress.

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and
improving any of the facilities, including
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
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Affairs, including planning and assessments
of needs which may lead to capital invest-
ments, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, maintenance or guarantee period serv-
ices costs associated with equipment guaran-
tees provided under the project, services of
claims analysts, offsite utility and storm
drainage system construction costs, and site
acquisition, or for any of the purposes set
forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81
of title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, where the estimated cost of a
project is equal to or less than the amount
set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38,
United States Code, $372,069,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2021, along
with unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’” appropriations
which are hereby made available for any
project where the estimated cost is equal to
or less than the amount set forth in such sec-
tion: Provided, That funds made available
under this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to
any of the nonmedical facilities under the
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department
which are necessary because of loss or dam-
age caused by any natural disaster or catas-
trophe; and (2) temporary measures nec-
essary to prevent or to minimize further loss
by such causes.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE
EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES

For grants to assist States to acquire or
construct State nursing home and domi-
ciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or
alter existing hospital, nursing home, and
domiciliary facilities in State homes, for fur-
nishing care to veterans as authorized by
sections 8131 through 8137 of title 38, United
States Code, $80,000,000, to remain available
until expended.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS
CEMETERIES

For grants to assist States and tribal orga-
nizations in establishing, expanding, or im-
proving veterans cemeteries as authorized by
section 2408 of title 38, United States Code,
$45,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year
2017 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions”, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits”, and ‘‘“Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’” may be transferred as
necessary to any other of the mentioned ap-
propriations: Provided, That, before a trans-
fer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer
and such Committees issue an approval, or
absent a response, a period of 30 days has
elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2017, in this or any other Act, under the
“Medical Services”’, ‘‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘“Medical Support and Compliance”,
and ‘‘Medical Facilities’ accounts may be
transferred among the accounts: Provided,
That any transfers among the ‘‘Medical
Services”’, ‘“Medical Community Care’’, and
“‘Medical Support and Compliance’ accounts
of 1 percent or less of the total amount ap-
propriated to the account in this or any
other Act may take place subject to notifica-
tion from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the amount and pur-
pose of the transfer: Provided further, That
any transfers among the ‘‘Medical Services”’,
“Medical Community Care’”, and ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’ accounts in excess
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of 1 percent, or exceeding the cumulative 1
percent for the fiscal year, may take place
only after the Secretary requests from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued: Pro-
vided further, That any transfers to or from
the ‘“Medical Facilities’” account may take
place only after the Secretary requests from
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued.

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this
title for salaries and expenses shall be avail-
able for services authorized by section 3109 of
title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; lease of a facility or land or
both; and uniforms or allowances therefore,
as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of
title 5, United States Code.

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title
(except the appropriations for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects’”, and ‘‘Construction,
Minor Projects’) shall be available for the
purchase of any site for or toward the con-
struction of any new hospital or home.

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title
shall be available for hospitalization or ex-
amination of any persons (except bene-
ficiaries entitled to such hospitalization or
examination under the laws providing such
benefits to veterans, and persons receiving
such treatment under sections 7901 through
7904 of title 5, United States Code, or the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)),
unless reimbursement of the cost of such
hospitalization or examination is made to
the ‘“Medical Services’ account at such rates
as may be fixed by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs.

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this
title for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions”’, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities” shall be available for
payment of prior year accrued obligations
required to be recorded by law against the
corresponding prior year accounts within the
last quarter of fiscal year 2016.

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this
title shall be available to pay prior year obli-
gations of corresponding prior year appro-
priations accounts resulting from sections
3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of title 31, United
States Code, except that if such obligations
are from trust fund accounts they shall be
payable only from ‘‘Compensation and Pen-
sions”.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2017, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the
National Service Life Insurance Fund under
section 1920 of title 38, United States Code,
the Veterans’ Special Life Insurance Fund
under section 1923 of title 38, United States
Code, and the United States Government
Life Insurance Fund under section 1955 of
title 38, United States Code, reimburse the
“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration” and ‘‘Information
Technology Systems’ accounts for the cost
of administration of the insurance programs
financed through those accounts: Provided,
That reimbursement shall be made only from
the surplus earnings accumulated in such an
insurance program during fiscal year 2017
that are available for dividends in that pro-
gram after claims have been paid and actu-
arially determined reserves have been set
aside: Provided further, That if the cost of ad-
ministration of such an insurance program
exceeds the amount of surplus earnings accu-
mulated in that program, reimbursement
shall be made only to the extent of such sur-
plus earnings: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall determine the cost of adminis-
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tration for fiscal year 2017 which is properly
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any
total disability income insurance included in
that insurance program.

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from en-
hanced-use lease proceeds to reimburse an
account for expenses incurred by that ac-
count during a prior fiscal year for providing
enhanced-use lease services, may be obli-
gated during the fiscal year in which the pro-
ceeds are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or
funds for salaries and other administrative
expenses shall also be available to reimburse
the Office of Resolution Management of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and the Of-
fice of Employment Discrimination Com-
plaint Adjudication under section 319 of title
38, United States Code, for all services pro-
vided at rates which will recover actual costs
but not to exceed $47,668,000 for the Office of
Resolution Management and $3,5632,000 for
the Office of Employment Discrimination
Complaint Adjudication: Provided, That pay-
ments may be made in advance for services
to be furnished based on estimated costs:
Provided further, That amounts received shall
be credited to the “‘General Administration”
and ‘“‘Information Technology Systems’ ac-
counts for use by the office that provided the
service.

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of
Veterans Affairs shall be available for hos-
pital care, nursing home care, or medical
services provided to any person under chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, for a
non-service-connected disability described in
section 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that
person has disclosed to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary
may require, current, accurate third-party
reimbursement information for purposes of
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the
Secretary may recover, in the same manner
as any other debt due the United States, the
reasonable charges for such care or services
from any person who does not make such dis-
closure as required: Provided further, That
any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be
obligated by the Secretary during the fiscal
year in which amounts are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, proceeds or revenues derived
from enhanced-use leasing activities (includ-
ing disposal) may be deposited into the
““‘Construction, Major Projects’” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’ accounts and be
used for construction (including site acquisi-
tion and disposition), alterations, and im-
provements of any medical facility under the
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department
of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as realized
are in addition to the amount provided for in
‘“‘Construction, Major Projects” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’.

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under
‘“Medical Services’ are available—

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities,
supplies, and equipment; and

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses,
and other expenses incidental to funerals and
burials for beneficiaries receiving care in the
Department.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited to
the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant
to section 1729A of title 38, United States
Code, may be transferred to the ‘Medical
Services’” and ‘‘Medical Community Care”
accounts to remain available until expended
for the purposes of these accounts.

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may enter into agreements with Indian
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tribes and tribal organizations which are
party to the Alaska Native Health Compact
with the Indian Health Service, and Indian
tribes and tribal organizations serving rural
Alaska which have entered into contracts
with the Indian Health Service under the In-
dian Self Determination and Educational As-
sistance Act, to provide healthcare, includ-
ing behavioral health and dental care. The
Secretary shall require participating vet-
erans and facilities to comply with all appro-
priate rules and regulations, as established
by the Secretary. The term ‘‘rural Alaska’
shall mean those lands sited within the ex-
ternal boundaries of the Alaska Native re-
gions specified in sections 7(a)(1)-(4) and (7)-
(12) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 1606), and those
lands within the Alaska Native regions spec-
ified in sections 7(a)(b) and 7(a)(6) of the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, as
amended (43 U.S.C. 1606), which are not with-
in the boundaries of the municipality of An-
chorage, the Fairbanks North Star Borough,
the Kenai Peninsula Borough or the
Matanuska Susitna Borough.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited to
the Department of Veterans Affairs Capital
Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of title
38, United States Code, may be transferred to
the ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’” and
“Construction, Minor Projects’ accounts, to
remain available until expended for the pur-
poses of these accounts.

SEC. 217. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to implement any
policy prohibiting the Directors of the Vet-
erans Integrated Services Networks from
conducting outreach or marketing to enroll
new veterans within their respective Net-
works.

SEC. 218. Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a report on the financial status of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for the
preceding quarter: Provided, That, at a min-
imum, the report shall include the direction
contained in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 in the matter preceding
division A of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2016, P. L. 114-113 in title II of Di-
vision J of the consolidated Act in the para-
graph entitled ‘‘Quarterly Report’, under
the heading ‘‘General Administration’.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 219. Amounts made available under
the ‘‘Medical Services’, ‘‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, ‘“‘Medical Facilities”, ‘“‘General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’, ‘General Administration’, and
‘“National Cemetery Administration” ac-
counts for fiscal year 2017 may be transferred
to or from the ‘‘Information Technology Sys-
tems’ account: Provided, That such transfers
may not result in a more than 10 percent ag-
gregate increase in the total amount made
available by this Act for the ‘‘Information
Technology Systems’ account: Provided fur-
ther, That, before a transfer may take place,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and an approval is
issued.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 220. Of the amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2017 for ‘“‘Medical Services’, ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’, ‘“Medical Facili-
ties”, ‘“‘Construction, Minor Projects’, and
“Information Technology Systems’, up to
$274,731,000, plus reimbursements, may be
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transferred to the Joint Department of De-
fense-Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund, estab-
lished by section 1704 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Pub-
lic Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 3571) and may be
used for operation of the facilities des-
ignated as combined Federal medical facili-
ties as described by section 706 of the Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110-417; 122
Stat. 4500): Provided, That additional funds
may be transferred from accounts designated
in this section to the Joint Department of
Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund upon
written notification by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That section 223 of title II of
Division J of Public Law 114-113 is repealed.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 221. Of the amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs which
become available on October 1, 2017, for
“Medical Services”’, ‘“‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘“Medical Support and Compliance”’,
and ‘“‘Medical Facilities”, up to $280,802,000,
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to
the Joint Department of Defense-Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund, established by section
1704 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 3571) and may be used for operation
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred
from accounts designated in this section to
the Joint Department of Defense-Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 222. Such sums as may be deposited to
the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant
to section 1729A of title 38, United States
Code, for healthcare provided at facilities
designated as combined Federal medical fa-
cilities as described by section 706 of the
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110-417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be available:
(1) for transfer to the Joint Department of
Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, es-
tablished by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010
(Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 3571); and (2) for
operations of the facilities designated as
combined Federal medical facilities as de-
scribed by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2009 (Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat.
4500).

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 223. Of the amounts available in this
title for ‘‘Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Com-
munity Care’, ‘“Medical Support and Com-
pliance’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, a min-
imum of $15,000,000 shall be transferred to
the DOD-VA Health Care Sharing Incentive
Fund, as authorized by section 8111(d) of title
38, United States Code, to remain available
until expended, for any purpose authorized
by section 8111 of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 224. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of all bid
savings in a major construction project that
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total at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent of the
programmed amount of the project, which-
ever is less: Provided, That such notification
shall occur within 14 days of a contract iden-
tifying the programmed amount: Provided
further, That the Secretary shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 14 days prior to the obli-
gation of such bid savings and shall describe
the anticipated use of such savings.

SEC. 225. None of the funds made available
for ‘“‘Construction, Major Projects’” may be
used for a project in excess of the scope spec-
ified for that project in the original jus-
tification data provided to the Congress as
part of the request for appropriations unless
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs receives
approval from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 226. Of the funds provided to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2017 for ‘“Medical Support and Compliance”’,
a maximum of $40,000,000 may be obligated
from the ‘“Medical Support and Compliance’
account for the VistA Evolution and elec-
tronic health record interoperability
projects: Provided, That funds in addition to
these amounts may be obligated for the
VistA Evolution and electronic health record
interoperability projects upon written notifi-
cation by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide written notification to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 15 days prior to organiza-
tional changes which result in the transfer of
25 or more full-time equivalents from one or-
ganizational unit of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to another.

SEC. 228. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress notification of any single
national outreach and awareness marketing
campaign in which obligations exceed
$2,000,000.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 229. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
upon determination that such action is nec-
essary to address needs of the Veterans
Health Administration, may transfer to the
‘““Medical Services” account any discre-
tionary appropriations made available for
fiscal year 2017 in this title (except appro-
priations made to the ‘‘General Operating
Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion”’ account) or any discretionary unobli-
gated balances within the Department of
Veterans Affairs, including those appro-
priated for fiscal year 2017, that were pro-
vided in advance by appropriations Acts: Pro-
vided, That transfers shall be made only with
the approval of the Office of Management
and Budget: Provided further, That the trans-
fer authority provided in this section is in
addition to any other transfer authority pro-
vided by law: Provided further, That no
amounts may be transferred from amounts
that were designated by Congress as an
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985: Provided further, That such au-
thority to transfer may not be used unless
for higher priority items, based on emergent
healthcare requirements, than those for
which originally appropriated and in no case
where the item for which funds are requested
has been denied by Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That, upon determination that all or
part of the funds transferred from an appro-
priation are not necessary, such amounts
may be transferred back to that appropria-
tion and shall be available for the same pur-
poses as originally appropriated: Provided
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further, That before a transfer may take
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval of that request.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 230. Amounts made available for the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2017, under the ‘“Board of Veterans Ap-
peals’ and the ‘‘General Operating Expenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration” accounts
may be transferred between such accounts:
Provided, That before a transfer may take
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval from such Committees for such re-
quest.

SEC. 231. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such in-
stance of reprogramming will exceed
$5,000,000, unless such reprogramming is ap-
proved by the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 232. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able within the “DOD-VA Health Care Shar-
ing Incentive Fund’, $30,000,000 are hereby
rescinded.

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)

SEC. 233. Of the discretionary funds made
available in Public Law 114-113 for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2017, $266,760,000 are rescinded from ‘‘Medical
Services’, $52,031,000 are rescinded from
‘“Medical Support and Compliance’, and
$18,591,000 are rescinded from ‘‘Medical Fa-
cilities”.

SEC. 234. The amounts otherwise made
available by this Act for the following ac-
counts of the Department of Veterans Affairs

are hereby reduced by the following
amounts:
(1) ““Veterans Health Administration—

Medical and Prosthetic Research’, $4,004,000.

(2) ‘““National Cemetery Administration’,
$1,464,000.

(3) ‘“‘Departmental Administration—Gen-
eral Administration’’, $1,250,000.

(4) “Departmental Administration—Board
of Veterans Appeals’’, $1,214,000.

(5) ‘“‘Departmental Administration—Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits
Administration’, $24,849,000.

(6) ‘“‘Departmental Administration—Infor-
mation Technology Systems’, $12,535,000.

(7) “‘Departmental Administration—Office
of Inspector General’’, $1,302,000.

SEC. 235. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall ensure that the toll-free suicide hotline
under section 1720F(h) of title 38, United
States Code—

(1) provides to individuals who contact the
hotline immediate assistance from a trained
professional; and

(2) adheres to all requirements of the
American Association of Suicidology.

SEC. 236. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall treat a marriage and family thera-
pist described in subsection (b) as qualified
to serve as a marriage and family therapist
in the Department of Veterans Affairs, re-
gardless of any requirements established by
the Commission on Accreditation for Mar-
riage and Family Therapy Education.

(b) A marriage and family therapist de-
scribed in this subsection is a therapist who
meets each of the following criteria:

(1) Has a masters or higher degree in mar-
riage and family therapy, or a related field,
from a regionally accredited program.

(2) Is licensed as a marriage and family
therapist in a State (as defined in section
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101(20) of title 38, United States Code) and
possesses the highest level of licensure of-
fered from the State.

(3) Has passed the Association of Marital
and Family Therapy Regulatory Board Ex-
amination in Marital and Family Therapy.

SEC. 237. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to pay a performance award
under section 5384 of title 5, United States
Code.

SEC. 238. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to end, suspend, or
relocate hospital-based services with respect
to a health care facility of the Department
of Veterans Affairs that is—

(1) the subject of an environmental impact
statement in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.);

(2) designated as a National Historic Land-
mark by the National Park Service; and

(3) located in a highly rural area.

TITLE IIT
RELATED AGENCIES
AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, including the acquisition
of land or interest in land in foreign coun-
tries; purchases and repair of uniforms for
caretakers of national cemeteries and monu-
ments outside of the United States and its
territories and possessions; rent of office and
garage space in foreign countries; purchase
(one-for-one replacement basis only) and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed
$7,600 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and insurance of official
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $75,100,000,
to remain available until expended.

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, such sums as may be
necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended, for purposes authorized by section
2109 of title 36, United States Code.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the operation of
the United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims as authorized by sections 7251
through 7298 of title 38, United States Code,
$30,945,000: Provided, That $2,500,000 shall be
available for the purpose of providing finan-
cial assistance as described, and in accord-
ance with the process and reporting proce-
dures set forth, under this heading in Public
Law 102-229.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for maintenance,
operation, and improvement of Arlington
National Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Air-
men’s Home National Cemetery, including
the purchase or lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement on a one-for-one basis
only, and not to exceed $1,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses,
$70,800,000, of which not to exceed $15,000,000
shall remain available until September 30,
2019. In addition, such sums as may be nec-
essary for parking maintenance, repairs and
replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease
of Department of Defense Real Property for
Defense Agencies’ account.

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME
TRUST FUND

For expenses necessary for the Armed

Forces Retirement Home to operate and
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maintain the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Washington, District of Columbia,
and the Armed Forces Retirement Home—
Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds
available in the Armed Forces Retirement
Home Trust Fund, $64,300,000, of which
$1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of
the physical plants at the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, and the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Gulfport, Mississippi: Provided, That
of the amounts made available under this
heading from funds available in the Armed
Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund,
$22,000,000 shall be paid from the general fund
of the Treasury to the Trust Fund.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 301. Funds appropriated in this Act
under the heading ‘‘Department of Defense—
Civil, Cemeterial Expenses, Army’’, may be
provided to Arlington County, Virginia, for
the relocation of the federally owned water
main at Arlington National Cemetery, mak-
ing additional land available for ground bur-
ials.

SEC. 302. Amounts deposited into the spe-
cial account established under 10 U.S.C. 4727
are appropriated and shall be available until
expended to support activities at the Army
National Military Cemeteries.

TITLE IV
OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Construction, Army”’, $18,900,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2021, for
projects outside of the United States: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.
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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. MULVANEY of South Carolina.
Mr. Chair, parliamentary inquiry.

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state
his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. MULVANEY of South Carolina.
Where are we?

The CHAIR. The bill has been read
through page 65, line 1.

Mr. MULVANEY of South Carolina.
Mr. Chair, that was the quickest 25
pages I have heard in a long time.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MULVANEY

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk. Actually, I
have four consecutive amendments at
the desk.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I reserve a
point of order on the gentleman’s
amendment.

The CHAIR. A point of order is re-
served.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair,
liamentary inquiry.

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state
his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. MULVANEY. Is it possible, with
the approval of the gentleman who is
controlling the time for the majority,
to combine amendment Nos. 1, 2, 3, and
4 into a single amendment?

The CHAIR. The amendments could
be considered together by unanimous
consent.

par-
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Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I respectfully
object. We haven’t seen any of the
amendments yet; so I think we should
just proceed in the regular order.

The CHAIR. Objection is heard.

The Clerk will report the amend-
ment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike page 65, lines 1-11.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. MULVANEY) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair,
parliamentary inquiry.

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state
his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Do we have
the text of the amendment?

The CHAIR. Copies will be made
available. They are being distributed
now.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I reserve a
point of order until we get the amend-
ments.

The CHAIR. A point of order is re-
served.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. MULVANEY of South Carolina.
Mr. Chair, I have four consecutive
amendments that are all very closely
intertwined. There are actually four
simply for procedural matters that I
offered originally as one. I am going to
argue all of them together essentially
at one time because this is what they
do: they get rid of the OCO budget.
That is it. They get rid of the OCO
budget. Title IV of this bill is the OCO
budget, and my amendments seek to
simply be done with this thing.

Mr. Chair, it has turned into a slush
fund. That is not me saying that, by
the way. That is folks from both Re-
publican and Democrat administra-
tions, together, saying that is what
this is. It may have started with the
best of intentions. It may have started
out of absolute necessity. It may have
been a good thing when it started, but
we all know what it is now, which is a
place to hide money and a way to get
around spending caps. That is it.

Mr. Chair, T hope I get a chance over
the course of the next couple of appro-
priations bills to talk more about the
OCO and more about specific examples
of how it is abused. We actually now
admit that we abuse it. We admit that
there is money in the OCO budget that
has nothing to do with overseas contin-
gency operations. We admit that there
is money in the OCO budget right now
that has nothing to do with waging war
overseas.

We admit that we abuse this par-
ticular account. Why? Because we can
and because it is very difficult to vote
against the troops. That is not the
right way to appropriate money.

JOHN MCcCCAIN, a man with whom I
usually disagree on many, many
things, has actually said this is not the
way to appropriate money for
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MILCON-VA, for the DOD. For any-
thing that has to do with defense, this
is not the proper way to do it. Mr.
Chair, in fact, as we look at the indi-
vidual sections, it gets even worse.

In this first section that deals with
the Army, we are appropriating $18.9
million for no one knows what. There
is no indication whatsoever as to what
we are spending this money on. The
language is very straightforward. It
reads that we are going to go and ap-
propriate $18.9 million to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021, for
projects outside the United States. Pe-
riod. That is it. $19 million with abso-
lutely no indication of where it is being
spent. In fact, we don’t even have to
spend it next year. We can spend it
anytime we want to over the next 5
years. As long as it is outside of the
United States, we are approving its ex-
penditure.

By the way, you can go down to the
next line where the same is true of the
$569.8 million for the Marine Corps con-
struction, of the $88.2 million for the
Air Force construction, and then of the
$5 million for military construction
defensewide.

There is no indication of how this
money is being spent. There is no limi-
tation on when it is spent other than
we have to spend it in 5 years, and
there is no indication on where it is
going to be spent other than it has to
be outside of the United States. That is
it. It is hard for me to imagine an ex-
ample of a less accountable, a less
transparent way for us to spend money
in this country.

I have been spending some time on
this for the last couple of years. I have
always thought that this was a bad
way for us to operate. I know that,
every single year, we gather a couple
more in adherence to that belief. We
get a couple more votes every single
year—folks who are finally waking up
to the fact that, listen, we need to
spend money on the military, that we
need to spend money on the defense of
this Nation. It is one of the few things
we are affirmatively charged with in
our Constitution, but this is not the
way to do it.

We can’t lie to people back home
about how much money we are spend-
ing. We can’t lie to people back home
about what the deficit is going to be.
We certainly can’t lie to them about
where they are spending their money.
Let’s stop doing it this way and start
doing it properly.

Mr. Chair, for that reason, I encour-
age the support for this amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to the gentleman’s amendment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to the gentleman’s amendment
for a few reasons.

The OCO money in this bill totals
$172 million. He is correct, it is about
$18.9 million for the Army.
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Much of this money is going to sup-
port counterterrorism efforts and the
European Reassurance Initiative. We
are going to be using this money for,
obviously, infrastructure and for the
prepositioning of assets. Given the real
threats we are facing in Europe from
Vladimir Putin, we need to make sure
that we are reassuring our allies in
Eastern Europe.

This subcommittee recently visited
Eastern Europe—Poland, Lithuania,
Germany—where we heard from Gen-
eral Breedlove, the Supreme Allied
Commander of NATO, talk about the
need for this initiative. I think it is im-
perative that we reassure our allies in
Eastern Europe, who are staring
down—who are facing a very real
threat—from Vladimir Putin’s aggres-
sion in Ukraine, and we are deeply con-
cerned that his expansionist ambitions
may move into the Baltic.

This is extremely important, this
OCO funding. I urge my colleagues to
reject any reduction in the OCO fund-
ing for the men and women of the
American Army.

I withdraw my reservation of a point
of order, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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The CHAIR. The reservation of the
point of order is withdrawn.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair,
much time do I have remaining?

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
South Carolina has 1 minute remain-
ing.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, it is
hard to argue with that. This money is
going for counterterrorism. It is going
for the preposition of assets. It is going
for reassuring our allies. It is going to
combat Mr. Putin or constrain him in
Ukraine. I am a little hard pressed as
to how $178-odd-million is going to do
all of those things.

Face it, we have to take the gentle-
man’s word for it. And as much as I
trust the gentleman, why isn’t that in
the document? Why doesn’t it say $18.9
million for this counterterrorism pro-
gram or that repositioning of assets? It
doesn’t say that. We have no idea what
this money is for. None whatsoever.

Mr. Chairman, I thank the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, and I appreciate
the opportunity to have my say.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I would
like to point out that where this
money is going to be expended is in the
report, and it is also online in many of
the budget documents. So the informa-
tion is available where the money is
actually going to be spent. I just want-
ed to share that.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. MULVANEY).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

how
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The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina will be postponed.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘Military
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps”,
$569,809,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, for projects outside of the
United States: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MULVANEY

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk. I indicated
before, I have had my say. We are going
to go through the motions on the next
three.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike page 65, lines 12-20.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from South
Carolina and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chairman, I
have had my say. I move approval.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, this money, I
guess, would strike the OCO funding
for the Navy. The money for the Navy
is going to be used in Djibouti, I be-
lieve, for a runway and also for a med-
ical and dental facility for our troops.

So I, again, respectfully oppose the
gentleman’s amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP).

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair, I
want to associate myself with the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania in opposi-
tion to the amendment.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. MULVANEY).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina will be postponed.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Construction, Air Force” $88,291,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2021, for
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projects outside of the United States: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MULVANEY

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike page 65, line 21 through page 66, line
3.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from South
Carolina and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I move
approval.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment.

Mr. CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, this funding, I
believe, for the Air Force, this is going
to Dbe directed toward Bulgaria,
Spangdahlem, Iceland, Poland, Lith-
uania, and Estonia.

Again, I oppose the amendment. It is
very important to our allies, particu-
larly as it relates to the European Re-
assurance Initiative.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. MULVANEY).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina will be postponed.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Construction, Defense-Wide’’, $5,000,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2021, for
projects outside of the United States: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MULVANEY

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk, No. 4.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike page 66, line 4-11.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from South
Carolina and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I move
approval.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
opposition to the amendment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I oppose the
amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. MULVANEY).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr.
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from South Carolina will be postponed.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

TITLE V
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 501. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 502. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for any program,
project, or activity, when it is made known
to the Federal entity or official to which the
funds are made available that the program,
project, or activity is not in compliance with
any Federal law relating to risk assessment,
the protection of private property rights, or
unfunded mandates.

SEC. 503. All departments and agencies
funded under this Act are encouraged, within
the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of ‘“‘E-
Commerce’” technologies and procedures in
the conduct of their business practices and
public service activities.

SEC. 504. Unless stated otherwise, all re-
ports and notifications required by this Act
shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Subcommittee on Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate.

SEC. 505. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this or any other appropriations
Act.

SEC. 506. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for a project or pro-
gram named for an individual serving as a
Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

SEC. 507. (a) Any agency receiving funds
made available in this Act, shall, subject to
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public
Web site of that agency any report required
to be submitted by the Congress in this or
any other Act, upon the determination by
the head of the agency that it shall serve the
national interest.

Chair, I de-
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(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if—

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or

(2) the report contains confidential or pro-
prietary information.

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less
than 45 days.

SEC. 508. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 509. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used by an agency of the
executive branch to pay for first-class travel
by an employee of the agency in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 510. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to execute a con-
tract for goods or services, including con-
struction services, where the contractor has
not complied with Executive Order No. 12989.

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Department
of Defense or the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to lease or purchase new light duty ve-
hicles for any executive fleet, or for an agen-
cy’s fleet inventory, except in accordance
with Presidential Memorandum—Federal
Fleet Performance, dated May 24, 2011.

SEC. 512. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able to the Department of Defense in this
Act may be used to construct, renovate, or
expand any facility in the United States, its
territories, or possessions to house any indi-
vidual detained at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for the pur-
poses of detention or imprisonment in the
custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to any modification of facilities at
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

(¢) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24,
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise under detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

SEC. 513. Unobligated balances of amounts
appropriated under title VI of the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (division G of Public Law 113-
235) and title IX of the Department of State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 2015 (division J of Public
Law 113-235) shall also be available for nec-
essary expenses to prevent, prepare for, and
respond to Zika virus, domestically and
internationally: Provided, That such
amounts are designated by the Congress as
an emergency requirement pursuant to sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985,
except that such amounts shall be available
only if the President subsequently so des-
ignates such amounts and transmits such
designation to the Congress.
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SEC. 514. The amount by which the applica-
ble allocation of new budget authority made
by the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives under section
302(b) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974
exceeds the amount of proposed new budget
authority is $0.

Mr. DENT. Mr.
strike the last word.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield to the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WENSTRUP).

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Chairman, I
would like to raise some concerns I
have about VA’s efforts to streamline
the catalog of surgical tools that are
available to VA Medical Centers.

I share the VA’s goals of increasing
efficiency and purchasing power. How-
ever, I am concerned that there is a re-
liance on single-source contracts, and
here is why: I believe single-award con-
tracts are too limited and will reduce
choice for surgeons.

As a surgeon myself, I know practi-
tioners have specific preferences and a
comfort for what tools work best in
their hands. Surgical residents learn
when they have more options, more
techniques in front of them and inno-
vations.

Often, when surgeons are restricted,
they practice elsewhere. I am con-
cerned that limiting surgeons’ options
will have an effect on the morale and
retention of surgeons in the VA, and I
think the last thing the VA needs right
now is to lose more providers.

I also know that patients have dif-
ferent needs. Every surgery case is
unique due to the individual patient
anatomy, comorbidities, et cetera.

So I would just like to be assured
that surgeons will have flexibility,
which means more choice and better
care for veterans and for our patients.
Unfortunately, in my efforts to get this
assurance, I get conflicting informa-
tion from various sources within the
VA.

Multiyear, single-award contracts
are irreparable if we get them wrong. I
would like to work with the chairman
and the authorizing committee to con-
duct oversight on this issue to ensure
that we do get this right because we
can’t lose more surgeons and we can’t
compromise care for our veterans.
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Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, reclaiming my
time, I certainly understand the gen-
tleman’s sincere desire to provide bet-
ter care to our veterans. As it relates
to the single-source issue, single-
source contracts, obviously he has a
great deal of expertise. I would like to
work with the gentleman to get more
information about the issue and work
with him, but also, again, I also com-
mend him to the authorizers, who will
have a great deal of say on this matter
as well. I pledge to him my commit-
ment to work with him to try to get to
a better place on this matter.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Chair, I move to
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AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. RATCLIFFE

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title) insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to propose, plan for,
or execute a new or additional Base Realign-
ment and Closure (BRAC) round.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Texas
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Chairman, I
would like to thank Chairman DENT
and Ranking Member BISHOP for their
hard work on behalf of servicemembers
and veterans all across the country.

The Ratcliffe-MacArthur-Bost
amendment that I am offering today
with my colleagues, the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. MACARTHUR) and
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST),
will prohibit any funds made available
in this act from being used to propose,
plan for, or execute a new or additional
round of base realignment and closure,
or BRAC.

My congressional district in north-
east Texas is home to the Red River
Army Depot, which has maintained a
steadfast commitment to supporting
America’s Armed Forces since 1941.
While the depot has endured many
challenges over the years, it has re-
mained dedicated to fulfilling its
motto: “We build it as if our lives de-
pend on it. Theirs do.”

Not only is the depot a vital job cre-
ator, employing more than 5,000 people
in northeast Texas and southern Ar-
kansas, it is a critical component of
our national defense. The depot acts as
an insurance policy for America’s secu-
rity, one capable of bolstering produc-
tion in a manner that simply can’t be
duplicated by civilian industries. So
the need for this amendment is clear.

In a fiscal environment where every
penny is carefully scrutinized, we have
to ensure that taxpayer dollars truly
address our national security needs,
and another round of BRAC certainly
won’t help us achieve this important
goal. In addition to jeopardizing our
defense readiness, BRAC has proven to
be incredibly expensive. According to
the Government Accountability Office,
the last round of BRAC in 2005 cost the
American taxpayers a whopping $35.1
billion. At the same time, the expected
savings from the last round of BRAC
haven’t materialized, and those prom-
ised savings have since been revised
downward by 73 percent.

Mr. Chairman, at a time when the
terror threat level hovers at an all-
time high, it is especially important
that we do everything possible to en-
sure that our military is prepared for
the call of duty. The amendment that I
have introduced today does just that. I
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urge my colleagues to support it on be-
half of the safety of our Armed Forces
and the American people.

I yield to the chairman.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I just want
to say I have no objection to the gen-
tleman’s amendment, and I am pre-
pared to accept it.

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Chairman, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. RATCLIFFE).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR.
BLUMENAUER

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce Veterans Health Admin-
istration directive 2011-004 (or directive of
the same substance) with respect to the pro-
hibition on ‘“VA providers from completing
forms seeking recommendations or opinions
regarding a Veteran’s participation in a
State marijuana program’’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Oregon
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself 3 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, one of the great con-
cerns we have is how the 2 million
young Americans who were sent to Iraq
and Afghanistan reintegrate back into
society. Many of them return with
wounds visible and invisible. We find
that more than 20 percent of those 2.8
million American veterans suffer from
PTSD and depression. A recent survey
revealed that suicide rates among vet-
erans are roughly 50 percent higher
than among civilians. Another study
found that the death rate for opioid
overdoses among VA patients is nearly
double the national average.

What I hear from veterans that I talk
to is that an overwhelming number of
them say that medical marijuana has
helped them deal with PTSD, pain, and
other conditions, particularly as an al-
ternative to opioids, and I would argue
that it is essential that veterans be al-
lowed access to this as a treatment if it
is legal in their State.

Twenty-four States, the District of
Columbia, and Guam have passed laws
that provide for legal access to medical
marijuana at the recommendation of a
physician to treat such conditions,
ranging from seizures to glaucoma,
anxiety, chronic pain, traumatic brain
injury, and the symptoms associated
with chemotherapy. Fourteen of these
States specifically allow physicians to
recommend medical marijuana for the
symptoms of post-traumatic stress,
PTSD.

As a result of these medical mari-
juana laws, more than 2 million pa-
tients across the country, including
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many of our veterans, now use medical
marijuana. Unfortunately, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs specifically
prohibits its medical providers from
completing forms brought by their pa-
tients seeking recommendations re-
garding a veteran’s participation in a
State medical marijuana program.
What this means is that those patients
who want to pursue medical marijuana
have to go ahead and hire a physician
out of their own pocket, not dealing
with the medical professional of their
choice, the medical professional, their
VA doctor, who knows them the best. I
think that is unfortunate.

I have an amendment cosponsored by
Dr. JOE HECK, SAM FARR, DANA ROHR-
ABACHER, DINA TITUS, TOoM REED, and
others that would prohibit funds from
being made available to the VA to im-
plement this prohibition. I think it is
the right thing to do for our veterans,
to be able to treat them equitably, to
enable them to have access to the doc-
tor who knows them the best, giving
them better treatment, and saving
them money. I would respectfully re-
quest that we approve this amendment
to eliminate this unjustified prohibi-
tion.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I rise up
somewhat reluctantly to my friend in
opposition.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized.

Mr. DENT. Mr. BLUMENAUER is a very
genuine and sincere, very thoughtful
Member of this body. I understand that
the country is evolving on this issue,
as many States, including my own,
have moved forward on medical mari-
juana.

As a Member of this House, I am a bit
uncomfortable, however, in trying to
dictate policy on marijuana without
guidance from the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, National Institutes of
Health, and other medical profes-
sionals. That said, I reluctantly rise in
opposition.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman, I
am prepared to close. I am going to
close when you have exhausted your
speakers.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word.

The CHAIR. The gentleman is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I support the amendment that is
offered by Mr. BLUMENAUER. Last year
in Georgia, the general assembly
passed and Governor Deal signed legis-
lation that immediately legalized the
use of medical marijuana to treat seri-
ous medical conditions. Georgia be-
came the 36th State plus Washington,
D.C., to legalize marijuana extracts to
treat illnesses.

I believe that we should not limit the
Veterans Health Administration from
providing optimal pain care for our
veterans. If medical marijuana is legal
in a State, then the VA should be able
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to discuss that treatment option and
allow the veteran to make his or her
own choice.

I believe that the VA’s published pol-
icy guidance related to the use of med-
ical marijuana by our veteran patients,
VHA Directive 2010-035, Medical Mari-
juana, has become outdated. I believe
that supporting a veteran’s right to use
alternative methods to deal with pain
is the right thing to do.

Mr. Chairman, I support the amend-
ment, and I urge its adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, as I said, I
reluctantly oppose the amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman,
there is nobody who I have more re-
spect for than my friend, the chairman
of the subcommittee. But I take mod-
est exception.

This amendment does not dictate
treatment options. It is not inter-
fering, it is not superimposing any-
body’s judgment about the merits of
marijuana. It simply enables VA doc-
tors and patients to interact with
State legal marijuana systems—sys-
tems that this Congress has repeatedly
supported through amendment votes,
just like everybody else.

We should not be limiting the treat-
ment options available to our veterans.
I fail to understand what the basis is to
force veterans in the State of Pennsyl-
vania who feel that they need to avail
themselves of medical marijuana, like
any other citizen in Pennsylvania or in
Oregon has a right to do, but force
them to not use the doctor that knows
them best; instead, go to somebody
else, hire them out of their own pocket,
and be engaging with somebody who
doesn’t know their full range of activ-
ity.

This doesn’t engage the Veterans Ad-
ministration. There is no marijuana on
premises. It simply allows the doctor
to be able to deal with the veteran, as
a patient, to be able to counsel and po-
tentially prescribe them, like any
other person in any other State where
it is legal.

Bear in mind that these people are
suffering from PTSD, chronic pain, de-
pression, conditions that medical mari-
juana is legally entitled to treat and
which veterans, who I have met with
literally from coast-to-coast, say has
transformed their lives.

What we are doing now, they are
dying at a higher rate than the average
member of the population. Their sui-
cide rate is high. Their opioid addiction
rate is almost twice as high as the av-
erage citizen. I think that is uncon-
scionable. We should have this amend-
ment to try and help address it.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Oregon will be postponed.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. FLEMING

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), add the following new section:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to modify a military
installation in the United States, including
construction or modification of a facility on
a military installation, to provide temporary
housing for unaccompanied alien children.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana and a Member opposed each will
control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Chairman, my
amendment would prohibit funds from
being used to modify a military instal-
lation for the purpose of housing unac-
companied alien children.

Our military installations are for
training and equipping soldiers to fight
our Nation’s wars. The use of DOD fa-
cilities to house unaccompanied alien
children undermines the readiness of
our Armed Forces, which we know to
be in extremis at this point.

This amendment follows on from a
provision included in the National De-
fense Authorization Act, passed out of
the House Armed Services Committee,
that prohibits unaccompanied alien
children from being hosted on military
installations. A similar standalone bill
has also been introduced by Judge
JOHN CARTER of Texas and has 61 co-
sponsors.

Under recent agreements made by
the Department of Health and Human
Services, the DOD has provided hous-
ing to unaccompanied alien children
with certain requirements and pref-
erences being requested by HHS that
facilities be able to provide space for
security fencing, service trailers, and
potential soft-sided outdoor housing.

It is inappropriate for scarce defense
dollars, meant to go for the readiness
of our soldiers, to be used for non-
defense purposes, especially at this
time in our Nation’s history when our
readiness is so low.

Take, for example, the Army Air De-
fense and Artillery training site at
Fort Sill, where unaccompanied minors
were housed in 2014. These barracks
were used by HHS, and resources had to
be expended to ensure HHS contractors
and the minors being hosted did not
gain access to sensitive areas and live-
fire training ranges.

Fort Hood was also on the short list
for hosting unaccompanied minors in
2015. Because of this, the Texas Na-
tional Guard was unable to stand up a
training facility because the base was
being considered to host these unac-
companied minors.
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Our military infrastructure is in seri-
ous need of upgrading and construction
dollars are scarce. Mr. Chairman, the
slightest use of resources to modify an
installation to meet nondefense mis-
sions jeopardizes the readiness of our
Armed Forces.

Following on the prohibition placed
in this year’s House NDAA, I ask my
colleagues to support my amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
opposition to the gentleman’s amend-
ment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, there are
no projects in the FY 17 request for
this purpose in the United States.
There is $33 million in funds to support
the naval station at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, at the request of SOCOM, South-
ern Command, to deal with wvarious
issues of people, obviously, who were
interdicting on the seas or arriving in
Cuba.

But the point is, I don’t want to pre-
clude the Department of Defense from
dealing with an emergency situation,
should one arise in the U.S. So that is
why I must oppose my friend’s amend-
ment.

I yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
BisHOP), my distinguished colleague
and ranking member.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chair, we have an opportunity
and an obligation to help migrant chil-
dren who have come across the border
to escape the problems with their
homeland. The challenges of poverty
and violence continue to grow, and it is
a moral obligation and one that I sup-
port.

To not allow the use of military in-
stallations for temporary housing for
migrants only exacerbates the prob-
lem. This is temporary. Why would we
prohibit the use of bases only until the
adjudication of a migrant’s case, for
example? Is my colleague suggesting
that we immediately send migrant
children back to the countries they
fled without due process? Should we
send them back to violence?

That is not what the United States
stands for. It is not what the United
States should stand for. It is not con-
sistent with our country’s Christian
values.

I urge a ‘“‘no’ vote on this amend-
ment, and I agree with the chairman.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Chairman, may I
inquire how much time I have?

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Louisiana has 2% minutes remaining.
The gentleman from Pennsylvania has
3 minutes remaining.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Chair, I thank
my friends and colleagues for their
comments and statements, but I sim-
ply have to disagree. Again, this is
about military readiness, which we are
at a low, low point.
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We are getting all sorts of reports.
We are having hearings from generals,
commanders in the field, and generals
at the Pentagon, telling us that they
are scratching for every little penny
they can find for readiness.

In fact, just the other night on FOX
News, they talked about a Marine
Corps F-18. They had to go to a mu-
seum just to find a part to put on that
in order for it to go into service.

Look, if it is important to provide fa-
cilities for unaccompanied alien chil-
dren, then the Appropriations Com-
mittee should appropriate those dol-
lars. But they should not take them
from the vital military facilities. They
shouldn’t take scarce dollars away
from our readiness. As a result of that,
again, I urge my colleagues to support
the amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Chair, again, I
just ask my colleagues to support this.
This is common sense. We need to pro-
tect our soldiers, sailors, airmen, as
well as marines. We need to make sure
that they are safe out there, that every
dollar is put into readiness to protect
them, and it should not be diverted in
this way. Again, I urge support of this
amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. FLEMING).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Louisiana will be postponed.
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AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. HUFFMAN

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title) insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to implement sec-
tion 8(d)(2) of the Department of Veterans
Affairs National Cemetery Administration
Directive 3220 of November 22, 2005.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia and a Member opposed each will
control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I am pleased to offer this amendment
to the 2017 MILCON-VA spending bill,
and to stand today with my colleague,
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GALLEGO), who has offered a stand-
alone bill on this same subject, along
with our colleague from Minnesota
(Mr. ELLISON).
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Last year, we all remember the trag-
ic shooting at the Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Charleston, South Carolina, and how it
reopened a painful but necessary na-
tional conversation about symbols like
the Confederate battle flag that rep-
resent racism, slavery, and division.

Rightfully, leaders in South Carolina
and other Southern States, Democrats
and Republicans alike, joined together
to call on their States to end the dis-
play of the Confederate battle flag on
government property.

The Confederate battle flag, a symbol
of hate and opposition to the United
States of America, has no place, no
place on government property, espe-
cially not at VA cemeteries, a place
where families and loved ones go to pay
respect to our Nation’s veterans.

Over 150 years ago, slavery was abol-
ished. Why in the year 2016 are we still
condoning displays of this hateful sym-
bol on our sacred national cemeteries?

Symbols like the Confederate battle
flag have meaning. They are not just
neutral, historical symbols of pride.
They represent slavery, oppression,
lynching, and hate.

To continue to allow national policy
condoning the display of this symbol
on Federal property is wrong, and it is
disrespectful to what our country
stands for and what our veterans fight
for.

Mr. Chairman, it is past time to end
the public promotion of this cruel, rac-
ist legacy of the Confederacy. So let us
move forward in a direction of rec-
onciliation, unity, and justice.

Symbols matter. Even General Rob-
ert E. Lee recognized that symbols of
the Confederacy are symbols of trea-
son, which is why he asked that they
not appear at his funeral.

The United States House of Rep-
resentatives, in 2016, should be at least
as forward-looking as Robert E. Lee
was in 1869.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment to the amendment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
California is under recognition.

Mr. HUFFMAN. I reserve a point of
order.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
California is recognized on his pending
amendment.

Mr. HUFFMAN. On the point of
order?

The CHAIR. On his amendment.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, my
point is that the House of Representa-
tives, in 2016, should be at least as for-
ward-looking as General Robert E. Lee
was in 1869.

Let us do the right thing tonight in
this House, and let’s do it together, on
a bipartisan basis.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment to the amendment.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve a point of order.

The CHAIR. Will the gentleman send
his amendment to the desk?
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Mr. MULVANEY. Yes, sir.

Mr. Chairman, I withdraw my amend-
ment.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. Does any Member seek
time in opposition to the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

The gentleman from California may
proceed on his amendment.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, I re-
quest an ‘“‘aye’ vote, and I respectfully
yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from California (Mr. HUFFMAN).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chair, I demand
a recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from California will be postponed.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. FITZPATRICK

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title) insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to procure the birth
control known as Essure.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
want to start by recognizing my col-
league from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT),
the chairman of the subcommittee, for
his diligence and his hard work in
bringing this important bill to the
floor and, more importantly, for his
work on the bill, and listening to ideas
coming from both sides of the aisle,
and his fairness in considering all ideas
as part of this bill. So I thank the gen-
tleman for that.

[ 0030

I rise this evening in support of an
amendment that is common sense. It is
a no-brainer. What this amendment
would do is say, if a medical device is
under review by the FDA over concerns
of its harmful impacts on women, the
Federal Government shouldn’t be
spending taxpayer dollars to offer it to
our Nation’s veterans.

The medical device I am referring to
is the permanent sterilization device,
Essure. Essure is a permanent steriliza-
tion device that was approved by the
FDA in 2002. However, since it was first
approved, this device has caused irrep-
arable harm to tens of thousands of
women and their families.

FDA data shows that Essure has
caused the death of at least four
women and nearly 300 fetal deaths. Ad-
ditionally, tens of thousands of women
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have reported other symptoms which
are debilitating.

Over 25,000 women have joined to-
gether on Facebook to share their sto-
ries of how the Essure device has ru-
ined their lives. They call themselves
the Essure Sisters. They came together
as a group because nobody believed
them—for many, not even their doc-
tors. They were told that this device
was safe and there was no way the de-
vice caused their pain and other symp-
toms. But that proved to be wrong. We
don’t need another study. Their pain is
real. Their stories are real. They have
been ignored by their doctors, by the
device manufacturer, and by the Food
and Drug Administration.

I rise today as a voice for these
women, to tell this Chamber that their
stories are real, that their pain is real,
and that their fight is real. Working
with them over the last year, we have
been able to force the FDA to call for
yvet another review of this flawed de-
vice, and this request was made by
Democrats and Republicans in this
Chamber.

Yet the product remains available,
sometimes aggressively pushed. And,
as it relates to this appropriations bill,
Essure remains on the list of federally
purchased devices. We know that this
device has already harmed female vet-
erans.

I want to give a direct quote from an
Essure Sister and Operation Enduring
Freedom veteran: ‘I still live in mas-
sive chronic pain, and I'm on pain meds
every day of my life. I cannot do the
things I used to do with my children
and my husband. Each day that I live
with this newfound pain and suffering,
I grow more and more disgusted at the
fact that both he and I traveled to the
war multiple times and made it home,
only to have a device forced upon us
that would ruin our lives and my
health.”

Mr. Chairman, this amendment is not
about women’s reproductive decisions
or a debate about contraceptives. It is
about protecting our female veterans
from being harmed by a device that we
know has ruined the lives of thousands
across this Nation. All I am saying is
we should not allow the Department of
Veterans Affairs to purchase and im-
plant this dangerous device in our Na-
tion’s veterans.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
opposition of this amendment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DENT. I do want to commend
Mr. FITZPATRICK for his diligence and
his attentiveness to his constituency. I
know he feels very sincerely about this
particular amendment. It is, of course,
disturbing to hear adverse con-
sequences of any drug or device, but we
rely on the FDA to be the safety arbi-
ter in these cases.

The VA simply follows FDA’s ap-
proval of drugs and devices. If anyone
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wants to go to the source on this, then
that individual should work through
the Agriculture Subcommittee, which
has jurisdiction over the Food and
Drug Administration. But I believe it
is not the proper role for Congress to
act as doctors in this case, substituting
what appears to be anecdotal evidence
for the considered judgment of teams
of independent doctors and physicians.
We also shouldn’t influence the mar-
keting of birth control drugs and de-
vices by targeting one particular man-
ufacturer.

Again, I do understand my very good
friend and colleague’s sincere desire
based on his conversations with con-
stituents, but at the same time, I do
think that we should let the medical
experts determine the efficacy or the
safety of a particular device in this
case. So, again, I have to rise in opposi-
tion.

Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP).

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing.

I join my chairman in opposing this
amendment. Why has my colleague
again started the war on women’s
rights? Why is the gentleman getting
involved in the contraception choices
of women veterans?

Under VA Directive 1331, it is the pol-
icy of the VA to provide elective steri-
lization, for example, salpingectomy,
tubal occlusion procedures, vasectomy,
and surgery to reverse elective steri-
lization to eligible veterans as part of
contraceptive and infertility services.

I don’t see my colleague from Penn-
sylvania calling for a ban of funding
vasectomies or even a tubal ligation,
getting tubes tied. Both of these are
procedures currently allowed. If a
woman has decided that she is seeking
permanent birth control, why is Con-
gress going to mandate that she under-
g0 a surgical procedure?

It is important to recognize that
family planning is the most effective
way to prevent abortion and unwanted
pregnancies. Study after study show
that when women have access to con-
traceptives, the incidence of abortion
decreases. Family planning programs
are an extremely effective way to sup-
port women in improving their own
health and that of their families. Why
would anyone insist on government in-
terference in providing health care to
women?

This amendment also demonstrates
the deeply troubling and partisan ap-
proach on issues affecting women and
families.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to vote “‘no’’ on this amendment.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. In closing, Mr.
Chairman, I would say, with all due re-
spect, this is about a dangerous med-
ical device, and there are men and
women on both sides of the aisle here
in the House of Representatives that
have called on the FDA to withdraw
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the device from the market. There are
other options.

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the time
on the floor tonight.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK).

The amendment was rejected.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GRAYSON

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk, Grayson
No. 1.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to enter into a con-
tract with any offeror or any of its principals
if the offeror certifies, as required by Federal
Acquisition Regulation, that the offeror or
any of its principals:

(A) within a three-year period preceding
this offer has been convicted of or had a civil
judgment rendered against it for: commis-
sion of fraud or a criminal offense in connec-
tion with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or
performing a public (Federal, State, or local)
contract or subcontract; violation of Federal
or State antitrust statutes relating to the
submission of offers; or commission of em-
bezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsifica-
tion or destruction of records, making false
statements, tax evasion, violating Federal
criminal tax laws, or receiving stolen prop-
erty; or

(B) are presently indicted for, or otherwise
criminally or civilly charged by a govern-
mental entity with, commission of any of
the offenses enumerated above in subsection
(A); or

(C) within a three-year period preceding
this offer, has been notified of any delin-
quent Federal taxes in an amount that ex-
ceeds $3,000 for which the liability remains
unsatisfied.

Mr. GRAYSON (during the reading).
Mr. Chair, I ask unanimous consent
that the reading be waived.

The CHAIR. Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 736, the gentleman from Florida
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment is identical to other
amendments that have been inserted
by voice vote into every appropriations
bill considered under an open rule dur-
ing the 113th and 114th Congresses.

My amendment expands the list of
parties with whom the Federal Govern-
ment is prohibited from contracting
due to serious misconduct on the part
of the contractors. I hope that this
amendment will remain noncontrover-
sial and be passed unanimously again
by the House.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
opposition, although I have no objec-
tion.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.
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There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, again, I
have no objection to the gentleman’s
amendment. He offered the same
amendment last year, and it passed by
voice vote. So I certainly urge adoption
of the amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. BOUSTANY

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to pay any
bonus or monetary award under chapter 45 or
53 of title 5, United States Code, to an em-
ployee of the Chief Business Office of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs who is respon-
sible for processing emergency medical care
claims until the percentage of emergency
medical care claims processed within 30 days
reaches 90 percent.

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit quarterly data to Congress on the fol-
lowing:

(1) The total number of emergency medical
claims and the total number of billed
charges for such claims.

(2) The total number of emergency medical
claims and billed charges for such claims
pending for more than 30 days.

(3) The number of veterans with unpaid
claims under consideration in each Veterans
Integrated Service Network.

(4) The percent of clean claims processed
within 30 days.
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Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I reserve a
point of order on the gentleman’s
amendment.

The CHAIR. A point of order is re-
served.

Pursuant to House Resolution 736,
the gentleman from Louisiana and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Chairman, our
veterans have put their lives on the
line to protect this country. The very
least we can do is keep our promise to
take care of them when they return
home.

But since the passage of the Veterans
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act
of 2014, the VA has demonstrated little
progress in addressing the emergency
medical claims processing backlog
hurting our veterans.

When I pressured the VA for statis-
tics on this issue last year, the VA was
processing only 14 percent of the
claims within 30 days in my home re-
gion—14 percent. Since that time, the
VA has conveniently loosened their
timely processing goal from 30 days to
45 days, making it impossible to meas-
ure real progress.
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Despite this change in internal proce-
dure, not a single VISN has reached a
satisfactory timely processing rate.
When these claims are not paid on time
by the VA, the bill often gets passed
onto the veteran—in many cases,
threatening their personal credit rat-
ing. This is just unacceptable.

While the VA wants to claim it is
making progress by changing internal
metrics to cook the numbers, it has
taken constant pressure from my of-
fice, providers, and veterans groups
just to get this agency to pay attention
and try to do their job.

American veterans should never have
to worry about calling an ambulance or
taking a trip to the emergency room
and wondering whether this will hurt
their finances. They should be focused
on their health and their recovery.

My amendment is very simple. It pre-
vents the VA from granting bonuses to
its emergency medical care claims
processing staff until the percentage of
claims processed within 30 days reaches
90 percent.

Mr. Chairman, no business in my
home State of Louisiana, or anywhere
in this country, would ever think about
rewarding its employees for such a
poor performance. It has to change. We
must demand the highest standard for
America’s veterans. I encourage my
colleagues to hold the VA accountable
and support this amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chairman, I insist on
my point of order.

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state
his point of order.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I make a point
of order against the amendment be-
cause it proposes to change existing
law and constitutes legislation in an
appropriation bill and, accordingly,
violates clause 2 of rule XXI.

The rule states in pertinent part:
“An amendment to a general appro-
priation bill shall not be in order if
changing existing law.”’

The amendment gives affirmative di-
rection in effect.

So I would ask for a ruling from the
Chair.

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman
from Louisiana wish to be heard on the
point of order?

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Chairman, I re-
spect the gentleman’s call on this with
regard to the rules. I would just hope
that the members of the subcommittee,
as well as my colleagues in the House,
would work with us to solve this prob-
lem once and for all. This is unaccept-
able.

Veterans are getting hurt day in and
day out. Their credit ratings are suf-
fering. This is one more egregious ex-
ample——

The CHAIR. The gentleman’s re-
marks must be confined to the point of
order.

Mr. BOUSTANY. I am not going to
defy the point of order. I understand
the rule.

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman wish
to withdraw his amendment?
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Mr. BOUSTANY. No.

The CHAIR. Or would the gentleman
like a ruling on the point of order?

Mr. BOUSTANY. I would like a rul-
ing on the point of order.

The CHAIR. The Chair is prepared to
rule.

The Chair finds this amendment in-
cludes language imparting direction;
namely, by requiring the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to submit quarterly
data to Congress.

The amendment,
stitutes legislation
clause 2 of rule XXIT.

The point of order is sustained, and
the amendment is not in order.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Chairman, I
have a parliamentary inquiry.

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state
his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Right here it says
“‘waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill.”

Can I seek a clarification on this?

Clause 2(e) of rule XXI.

The CHAIR. The point of order was
sustained under clause 2.

Mr. BOUSTANY. The base bill, right?

The CHAIR. 2(c) of rule XXI.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Thank you.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GOHMERT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
in this act may be used to establish, main-
tain, employ, or enter into any contract or
agreement with any organization, including
a political party, that endorsed, embraced,
or encouraged any form of slavery, nor to
display the name of such organization nor to
have its name displayed in any facility in
which or for which funds made available in
this act are used.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve a point of order on the
gentleman’s amendment.

The CHAIR. A point of order is re-
served.

Pursuant to House Resolution 736,
the gentleman from Texas and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Chairman, it
should be pretty straightforward. My
friends on the other side of the aisle
continue to push forward amendments
that seem to want to leave the appear-
ance that the Republican Party still
wants to retain some fight that it has
never had. The Republican Party op-
posed slavery. The Republican Party
and everybody that I know of in this
Chamber on this side of the aisle has
never supported slavery, has never sup-
ported anything that wreaks of slav-
ery.

Daniel Webster, John Quincy Adams,
all of those early leaders in this coun-
try, had it very right—it is an abomi-

therefore, con-
in violation of
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nation. It kept God from blessing this
country.

I am surprised that anyone would
wish to reserve a point of order to try
to prevent this amendment from going
forward. Anything, as my friends
across the aisle have repeatedly point-
ed out, that reminds people of slavery
is repugnant and is abhorrent, and I
would think that that is something
that we could all agree on.

If it is an organization that sup-
ported slavery, then why would we
want to give that organization any
more credence and cause those who
may have lived through the vestiges of
the civil rights problems that lasted
after slavery?

It is time to put this to an end and
let the dream of Dr. King finally come
to fruition.

I reserve the balance of my time.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I must insist on my point of
order.

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state
his point of order.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I make a point of order against
the amendment because it proposes to
change existing law and constitutes
legislation in an appropriation bill and,
therefore, violates clause 2 of rule XXI.

The rule states in pertinent part:
“An amendment to a general appro-
priation bill shall not be in order if
changing existing law.”

The amendment requires a new deter-
mination.

I ask for a ruling from the Chair.

The CHAIR. Does any other Member
wish to speak to the point of order?
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Mr. GOHMERT. I would address the
point of order in that it really doesn’t
require any new act or law or activity.
The thing should speak for itself unless
my friend across the aisle has some
concerns that some organization he
wants to protect has supported slavery,
and he is seeking to protect that. Oth-
erwise, the law will speak for itself as
does this amendment.

The CHAIR. The Chair is prepared to
rule.

The Chair finds that this amendment
includes language requiring a new de-
termination of whether an organiza-
tion had ‘‘embraced’ any form of slav-

ery.
The amendment, therefore, con-
stitutes legislation in violation of

clause 2 of rule XXI.

The point of order is sustained, and
the amendment is not in order.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
peal the ruling of the Chair, but given
the hour, the fact that there aren’t
that many of us here on the floor at
this time, that it would require a
quorum and would require under the
rules an immediate vote, what I will do
is withdraw my amendment at this
time. I am assured that we will still be
taking up limitation amendments in
the morning, and I can offer it at that
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time without dragging all of our
friends out of their places of repose at
this time.

The CHAIR. The amendment has
been ruled out of order. The appeal is
withdrawn.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I move that
the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
PERRY) having assumed the chair, Mr.
CoLLINS of Georgia, Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 4974) making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2017, and for other
purposes, had come to no resolution
thereon.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. SWALWELL of California (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today and
the balance of the week on account of
a family health emergency.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2840. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
authorize COPS grantees to use grant funds
for active shooter training, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

————

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 4923. An Act to establish a process for
the submission and consideration of peti-
tions for temporary duty suspensions and re-
ductions, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4957. An Act to designate the Federal
building located at 99 New York Avenue,
N.E., in the District of Columbia as the
‘““Ariel Rios Federal Building’’.

—————

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 1492. An act to direct the Administrator
of General Services, on behalf of the Archi-
vist of the United States, to convey certain
Federal property located in the State of
Alaska to the Municipality of Anchorage,
Alaska.

S. 2143. An act to provide for the authority
for the successors and assigns of the Starr-
Camargo Bridge Company to maintain and
operate a toll bridge across the Rio Grande
near Rio Grande City, Texas, and for other
purposes.
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