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the sacrifices of these men and women,
especially those who have given their
lives in the line of duty.

Over the weekend, as part of Na-
tional Police Week, communities
across the country observed Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day. This observation
was created in 1962 by President John
F. Kennedy to pay special recognition
to those law enforcement officers who
have lost their lives while providing for
the safety and the protection of others.

Last year, five police officers lost
their lives in Pennsylvania: Officer
Lloyd Reed in Westmoreland County,
Patrolman John Wilding of Scranton,
Lieutenant Eric Eslary of Westmore-
land County, Detective Paul Koropal of
Allegheny County, and Sergeant Rob-
ert Wilson IIT of Philadelphia. I know
that I join my fellow members of the
Pennsylvania House delegation in say-
ing that their service to our Common-
wealth will not be forgotten.
RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT OF VENANGO

COUNTY CHIEF CLERK/COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

DENISE JONES

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the service of Denise Jones, who is the
chief clerk and county administrator
for Venango County, located in Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth Congressional District.
After nearly 39 years of work for the
county, Denise plans to retire next
month.

She started in the 1970s with Venango
County, and Denise has served in a
number of different capacities. Those
include as a human services planner, as
an administrative assistant, as an em-
ployee relations manager, and then fi-
nally moving into the role of chief
clerk and county administrator in 1993.

In addition to her service with the
county, Denise serves on a number of
boards dedicated to her community, in-
cluding as board chair of the Northwest
Hospital Foundation, which is dedi-
cated to providing high-quality health
care for the residents of the Venango
County area.

Mr. Speaker, I am always proud to
talk about the local officials who are
making a difference in their commu-
nities, dedicating their service to im-
proving the lives of people in their
communities. I know that Denise Jones
is one of those people, and I wish her
the best of luck in her retirement.

————
THE DUI REPORTING ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the DUI Reporting
Act, a bill which I filed yesterday with
my Judiciary Committee colleague,
STEVE CHABOT of Ohio. If enacted, this
bill would plug a glaring hole in our
Nation’s drunk driving laws that en-
ables repeat offenders to be tried as
first-time offenders, and repeat offend-
ers are the ones most likely to cause
serious accidents and death.

Currently, when police make a driv-
ing-under-the-influence arrest, they
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don’t always have access to informa-
tion about all of the driver’s previous
DUI convictions or arrests. The reason
is because not all agencies report DUI
arrests and/or convictions to the Na-
tional Crime Information Center,
known as the NCIC. That is the na-
tional crime database that is made in-
stantly available to police and law en-
forcement right in their patrol cars.

The consequences of this lack of re-
porting can prove tragic. Last year,
there was an awful, awful accident, a
crash in northern Mississippi just out-
side of my district. Two teenage girls,
Maddie Kruse and Rachel Lynch, were
headed out of Memphis on the way to a
vacation. Their grandmother was driv-
ing the car. At about 6:30 in the morn-
ing, a man who had registered .17 at
6:30 in the morning hit their vehicle
and Kkilled Maddie and Rachel. This
man had accrued seven DUI charges
since 2008 but had been allowed to
plead guilty five times to DUI first. He
represented himself and had five first-
offense DUI convictions. Mississippi
didn’t have a system and still doesn’t
have a system to require those repor-
tages.

This story broke my heart and, I be-
lieve, the hearts of everybody in the
Midsouth who read about it.

This was a drunk driver who should
have been in jail serving time off the
road or have received treatment. The
reason he wasn’t, according to local in-
vestigations, is because none of his DUI
history had been reported to the NCIC
and was not available to the highway
patrolman. When that patrolman ran
his driving record in the national data-
base, his past DUI convictions never
showed up because they weren’t re-
ported.

This is shameful in this day and age.
This information should be reported so
that law enforcement can get access to
it and get drunk drivers off the road
and save lives like Maddie’s and Ra-
chel’s. Our bill would make that hap-
pen by creating a financial incentive
for States to require DUI arrests and
convictions to be reported to the NCIC
and, therefore, available to law en-
forcement.

The bill is bipartisan. It has the sup-
port of people throughout the country;
but in Memphis, Billy Bond, at the
Prosecutor’s Office, worked on this for
a while and tried to get laws like this
passed. We have had a good response
from MADD.

This bill will save lives. Mr. Speaker,
I urge my colleagues to pass it quickly.

———

NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL-
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Chair recognizes the gentleman
Illinois (Mr. BoST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring attention to a matter of na-
tional security. Over the last several
months, the National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency, or NGA, has been con-
sidering locations for its new Western
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headquarters. The agency, which col-
lects and analyzes satellite maps in
support of warfighters, has outgrown
its current location in St. Louis.

With construction of the new NGA-
West facility scheduled to begin next
year, the question is: Where? There are
two sites under consideration. One is in
north St. Louis. The other is in St.
Clair County, Illinois, next to Scott
Air Force Base.

This site, which I have a chart of, is
shovel ready. It is 182 acres of undevel-
oped land with room to expand. It is
free of cost to the American taxpayers,
with the county ready to hand over the
deed to the NGA.

To help make their decision, the
NGA enlisted the help of the Army
Corps of Engineers to study the envi-
ronmental impact. Unfortunately, we
have found that the Army Corps of En-
gineers’ Environmental Impact State-
ment is deeply flawed. The report is
filled with errors, omissions, and un-
derestimated risks. It is clear that the
Army Corps did not provide an accu-
rate accounting of the facts. The result
is that the NGA announced plans last
month to relocate to north St. Louis.
Before that decision becomes final on
June 2, I am here to set the record
straight.

To the right of this chart, you will
see St. Clair County, Illinois. This is
the site under consideration by the
NGA. However, the Army Corps of En-
gineers’ report included data related to
St. Clair County, Missouri, and St.
Clair County, Michigan. One is 263
miles away from the actual site, and
the other is 580 miles away from the
actual site. The report also highlighted
a river that isn’t even in southern Illi-
nois.

When alerted to these embarrassing
errors, the Army Corps of Engineers
failed to correct them. Considering
that the NGA is a mapping agency,
maybe they could teach the Army
Corps of Engineers how to read one.

Now, let’s look at the impact on mis-
sion security and public safety. Clear-
ly, a DOD mapping agency would be a
prime target for those who wish to do
harm against this agency. This chart
shows evacuation zones if either loca-
tion were attacked by a car bomb.
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You can see that St. Clair County has
ample setback to protect local resi-
dents and the site itself. The north St.
Louis site, obviously, does not.

We now know that security was a top
criteria for placement of the new NGA.
We know that force protection stand-
ards have traditionally led to co-
locating with existing military instal-
lations. So why are the standards being
ignored for this facility?

Let’s look at the facts. We have al-
ready talked about the NGA belongs in
St. Clair County. We have already
talked about mission security. We
talked about public safety, and we saw
the difference in the blast zones.

St. Clair County is the right choice
for taxpayers. The Army Corps claims
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the St. Clair County site would be 20
percent more expensive, but they
haven’t even completed studies of the
north St. Louis site. St. Clair County is
shovel-ready now. North St. Louis is
not.

Every year that we delay this, it adds
$40 million to the cost to this budget.
St. Clair County has been proactive
and transparent with the environ-
mental studies. North St. Louis hasn’t
even conducted its full analysis. The
north St. Louis site has significant un-
knowns, including reports of hazardous
waste and potential contamination
from cold war era testing. How can this
decision be made without answers to
these very serious and health-related
questions?

In terms of recruiting the next gen-
eration, Scott Air Force Base attracts
the best of the best. Thousands of
millennials work at Scott Air Force
Base, and many already have their se-
curity clearance. Finally, St. Clair
County has the roadways, railways,
and infrastructure to make NGA a suc-
cess. North St. Louis will need to seize
land through eminent domain and then
create a network we already have in
place.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the NGA is
making a terrible mistake that could
have serious consequences. They didn’t
have the correct data. Before this deci-
sion is made final, the people deserve
the truth. Not just the people of St.
Clair County, not just the people of
north St. Louis, but we, the United
States citizens.

That is why I have called for a full
investigation by the Inspector Gen-
eral’s Office.

———————

WATER AND DROUGHT IN
CALIFORNIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, this week, we rec-
ognize infrastructure week, where we
highlight infrastructure development
in our country and its importance to
our districts.

Now, we might think that infrastruc-
ture isn’t very important, but we de-
pend on it in all aspects of our daily
lives. Developed roads and bridges help
to take our children to school or to
take our kids to our national parks.
Our bridges, dams, and water are the
infrastructure that help to produce en-
ergy and provide us with clean drink-
ing water. Broadband infrastructure
ensures that everyone has access to
learning and to information.

But, unfortunately, our infrastruc-
ture is deteriorating at an alarming
rate. The American Society of Civil
Engineers estimates that our crum-
bling infrastructure is costing each of
us, each family, $3,400 a year of our dis-
posable income. When we take into
consideration the increasingly high
cost of living, for example, in Orange
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County, California, where I live, then
we see that our families are, once
again, footing a bill, and yet we are not
making the investment that we need.
In fact, the United States spends sig-
nificantly less of its GDP than most
developing countries for our national
infrastructure.

Unfortunately, this lack of invest-
ment is apparent throughout our coun-
try. We saw it in Flint, Michigan.
When infrastructure fails to provide
clean water, our communities suffer. In
my home State of California, Porter
Ranch, California, a massive gas leak
released 100,000 tons of methane gas
into the air. These failed pipelines
reach back to the 1950s.

With respect to our roads, the De-
partment of Transportation found that
nearly 68 percent of California’s roads
are in poor or mediocre condition, and
almost 30 percent of California’s
bridges have been recognized as struc-
turally deficient.

As California enters its fourth year
of a drought, we are seeing just how
crucial water infrastructure dollars
can be during times of turmoil.

So, Mr. Speaker, we have to look no
further than my home district to see
the positive effects of investing in in-
frastructure to help our communities.
Since I was elected to the Congress al-
most 20 years ago, the very first
project that I championed was building
a large factory, the largest in the
world, to reclaim our water, to recycle
our water, and it is the world’s largest
advanced reclamation project. Today,
that project has recycled nearly 188 bil-
lion gallons of water, and it really con-
tinues to be the flagship of water recy-
cling.

I have also fought to bring high-speed
rail to California and led sending a let-
ter to President Obama urging invest-
ment in the project, which will bring
increased commercial and leisure trav-
el.

With respect to transit, I recently led
a letter from the California delegation
asking for $3.2 billion to fund the Cap-
ital Investment Grant Program, a pro-
gram which funds projects all the way
from northern to southern California.
The Capital Investment Grants will
help fund projects in my district, like
the Orange County Streetcar, which in-
creases transportation transit through
my area so people get out of their cars,
we protect the environment, and we
move people more efficiently.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress needs to
get its act together and invest in infra-
structure.

———————

WE NEED A PRO-GROWTH AGENDA
TO RAISE WAGES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, Wendy’s,
one of the world’s largest fast-food
chains, plans to replace human employ-
ees with automated self-service kiosks
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in many of its 6,500 restaurants around
the country and around the world in an
effort to counteract minimum wage
hikes throughout the United States. I
don’t blame Wendy’s at all. They can
either react or they can close up their
doors, and then no one will be working.

The economics on the issue are pret-
ty clear. Wendy’s is doing what they
have to do to survive, and others will
certainly follow suit. They will adapt,
or they will be gone.

When the government unnecessarily
and unilaterally increases the cost of
labor and imposes it on the job cre-
ators, the jobs are probably going to be
replaced through automation and tech-
nological advancement. This is nothing
new. This technology is not new.
Wendy’s could have done this a long
time ago if they just wanted to maxi-
mize their profits, as every single cor-
poration in America seems to be ac-
cused of doing these days. But these
are the job creators. These are the job
makers. They have chosen now because
they have no other choice.

Many people say that this is an arti-
ficial wage and that it actually dis-
courages employment and distorts the
market. Well, here is the proof. This is
exactly what is happening. And don’t
blame Wendy’s. They are trying to sur-
vive in a 2 percent economy.

Mr. Speaker, let’s not lock out mil-
lions of people from their entry-level
employment. I am a person who
worked for less than minimum wage.
One time I asked my boss at the time,
I said: “Do I make minimum wage?”’
And he said: ‘““No, you are not worth
it.” I was just barely in high school. I
didn’t have much to offer, except a
strong back and showing up on time
with a good attitude, and he paid me
for that, and I worked my way up.

The squeeze on the middle class is
real. It is painful for tens of millions of
anxiety-ridden Americans who don’t
know whether they are going to have a
job, even though it might be their
entry-level job. It might be the job
that they could get in a 2 percent econ-
omy.

Some people say that we are just
transferring the jobs to those who will
build kiosks or robots. Well, I have got
to tell you, folks, I suspect that those
jobs are not minimum wage jobs, so
that is not going to be of much help.
And, oh, by the way, I suspect they
won’t be in your hometown where your
Wendy’s is. So if you have got a job
there and it is going to be displaced or
replaced with one building a kiosk, un-
less you are planning to move to where
they are building that, that is not
going to be of much solace or help to
your family.

What this country needs is a pro-
growth agenda to help raise everyone’s
wages to provide the opportunity for
everyone to get started somewhere and
then move up, just like I did, without
hurting the people already struggling
to get by. What we don’t need is more
liberal, wrong-headed, unilateral, ideo-
logical-driven government regulation
that destroys our jobs and livelihoods.
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