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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
177 on H.R. 2901, | am not recorded because
| was absent for personal reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
votes on Thursday, April 28, 2016. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay” on rollcall
votes 173 and 174, “yea” on rollcall vote 175,
“nay” on rollcall vote 176, and “yea” on roll-
call vote 177.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, which the Chair will put
de novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

RECOGNIZING APPALACHIA SERV-
ICE PROJECT, BRISTOL MOTOR
SPEEDWAY, FOOD CITY, AND
OTHERS FOR THEIR GENEROSITY

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Appa-
lachian Service Project, the Bristol
Motor Speedway, Food City, and scores
of volunteers for their generosity in
building a home for Colene and Steve
Tredway and their family in Bristol,
Tennessee.

The Tredway family first applied to
ASP’s home repair program to help
make room in their small mobile home
for their newly adopted children, Alex-
is and Kadin. When ASP heard the
Tredways’ story, they decided to do
more than just renovations.

ASP, the Bristol Motor Speedway,
and Food City partnered to build a
brand new home for the Tredways in
only 60 hours, all at no cost to the fam-
ily. This new three-bedroom house will
give the Tredways a better home to
care for their children, and it will give
Alexis and Kadin room to grow with
their new family.

I am proud to recognize ASP; the
ASP president, Walter Crouch; the
Bristol Motor Speedway; Food City;
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Will Crumley and Ron Gouge, who
oversaw the project; and countless vol-
unteers for their kindness and gen-
erosity toward the Tredway family and
our community.

———

41ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL
OF SAIGON

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, today I join the
Vietnamese American community
across this Nation and actually around
the world to commemorate the 41st an-
niversary of the fall of Saigon.

We must remember our fallen sol-
diers, American veterans, and our
South Vietnamese allies who fought
and died in the name of freedom and
democracy.

Unfortunately, the Government of
Vietnam continues to crack down on
its citizens by using article 79 of the
Vietnamese penal code, which prohibits
political pluralism or prohibits associ-
ating with pro-democracy parties.

Last week I met with Ms. Vu Minh
Khanh, the wife of prominent Viet-
namese political prisoner, Mr. Nguyen
Van Dai. Mr. Nguyen is currently being
detained by the Vietnamese Govern-
ment after being severely beaten for
peacefully expressing his views on de-
mocracy.

As President Obama prepares to visit
Vietnam, I urge the President to make
human rights a key priority, and I
strongly urge the President to call for
the release of human rights activist
Mr. Nguyen Van Dai and Father
Thadeus Nguyen Van Ly.

It is time—it is time for the United
States to take a strong and principled

stand against Vietnam’s ongoing
human rights violations.
———

ROTARY CLUB OF LANSING’S 100
YEARS OF SERVICE

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to talk about a wonder-
ful organization in my district, the Ro-
tary Club of Lansing. This May, the
Rotary Club of Lansing is celebrating
100 years of service above self.

The club was founded on May 29, 1916,
and has been dedicated to many com-
munity and international service
projects ever since.

Over the past 100 years, Lansing Ro-
tarians have provided over $2 million in
grants for local and international
projects. Such projects include the Ro-
tary Veterinary Clinic at Potter Park
Zoo, the Hospice of Lansing Residen-
tial Facility, annual support to the
H.O.P.E. Scholarship Program for Lan-
sing at-risk youth, and the reconstruc-
tion of a school in Sri Lanka after the
tsunami.
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Lansing Rotarians also support the
efforts of Rotary International in its
fight to eradicate polio throughout the
world.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to con-
gratulate the Rotary Club of Lansing
on 100 years of service. I thank the
Lansing Rotarians for their commit-
ment to the people and their service to
the Lansing community.

CONGRATULATING NORTH HOLLY-
WOOD HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE
BOWL WINNERS

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, it fills
me with great pride to congratulate
students from my San Fernando Valley
district at North Hollywood High
School for winning the Los Angeles De-
partment of Water and Power Science
Bowl Regional Competition. This aca-
demic competition tests students’
knowledge in all areas of science, quiz-
zing them in a fast-paced question-and-
answer format.

These science bowls challenge and
prepare our Nation’s students to be-
come researchers and engineers of the
future. As an engineer myself, I know
that there is an ever-growing demand
for talent in the science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics fields
right here in America.

It is thrilling to see the promising
young men and women coming out of
our San Fernando Valley schools with
such great talent. You should all be
proud of yourselves for making it this
far, as it is a huge accomplishment.
The entire San Fernando Valley and I
will be cheering you on as you compete
in the national finals here in Wash-
ington, D.C. Congratulations.

———————

COMMEMORATING THE
CENTENNIAL OF WORLD WAR I

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 100
years ago, the world was in a war so big
that it was called the war to end all
wars. World War I started in 1914 and
involved 32 nations. It pitted the Allies
against the central powers and
stretched across five continents.

The United States was isolationist at
that time and was not in the war. But
in 1917, the British intercepted a tele-
gram called the Zimmerman Telegram
from the German Government to Mex-
ico, encouraging Mexico to join Ger-
many. In return, Germany would help
Mexico take and conquer Texas, New
Mexico, and Arizona.

So after the sinking of seven U.S.
merchant ships by submarines, the
sinking of the Lusitania, and the publi-
cation of the Zimmerman Telegram,
the United States Congress declared
war in April of 1917.
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Four-and-a-half million Americans
signed up to fight, including a friend
that I later got to know by the name of
Frank Buckles, who was 16 when he
joined the war in World War 1. He lived
to the age of 110 and died in 2011. Amer-
ican doughboys like him proved the de-
cisive difference.

Just a year after the U.S. was in the
war, the war was over on the 11th day
of the 11th month at the 11th hour. In
all, there were 30 million casualties
worldwide, civilian and military.

Mr. Speaker, after the war, the
United States became an international
power. So 114,000 doughboys died over
there in the great World War I. When
they got home, an equal number died
from the Spanish flu that they had
contracted when they were in Europe.

Mr. Speaker, we remember them all
100 years ago this year, for the worst
casualty of war is to be forgotten.

And that is just the way it is.

——————

LEAD POISONING IN DRINKING
WATER IN SCHOOLS

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, we have a
situation that is getting very serious
in this Nation, and it is the issue of
drinking water in schools.

I hail from the 10th Congressional
District of the State of New Jersey,
and after traveling to Flint, Michigan,
on March 4 to listen to the people of
that community talk about what had
happened in their community around
their drinking water and how their
children have been poisoned—a poten-
tial of 9,000 children having issues with
lead—I came back to Newark, New Jer-
sey, my home, knowing that Newark is
the third oldest city in the Nation.

I took action. I spoke to several may-
ors in my community, and I said: ‘“You
need to pay attention to what is going
on with drinking water. There is a
problem.”’

Lo and behold, 3 days later, in 30
schools in Newark, New Jersey, ele-
vated levels of lead were found. So I
took action, and I have introduced the
TEST for Lead Act in schools. This will
help States that get Federal dollars
from the Federal Government test the
water in schools for lead.

This is not only a cities issue. In sev-
eral communities around Newark, this
issue has also been found in the sub-
urbs. It is coming to a community near
you. So I ask my colleagues to support
the TEST for Lead Act.

————
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CHANGES TO THE WHITE COLLAR
EXEMPTION

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, the current
administration has changed the way
business is done in America.
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By making unilateral changes to the
white collar exemption within the Fair
Labor Standards Act, businesses across
our Nation will be forced to change
their investment and growth strategy.
This Big Government pie-in-the-sky
philosophy does not grasp the realities
of Main Street America. The change
would require employers to pay over-
time for all employees who make
$50,440 or less per year.

The administration’s own Chief
Counsel for Advocacy at the Small
Business Administration pointed out
that research for this comprehensive
rule change was based on assumptions
and lacked industry data and involve-
ment.

Here is another example of an agency
reinterpreting an old law from 1938 and
changing it to fit the current adminis-
tration’s agenda. This is lawmaking by
executive fiat and it is unconstitu-
tional.

It is time for Congress to revive the
legislative veto and hold an unaccount-
able executive branch accountable.

——
MINIMUM WAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALKER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from California (Mr.
DESAULNIER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to support the Raise the
Wage Act that was introduced almost
exactly 1 year ago today.

Raising the minimum wage is crit-
ical to addressing income inequality in
the United States, one of the most
pressing issues facing our Nation. But
the majority has not even called a
hearing on this issue.

Yesterday, the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce Democrats
held our own forum on this issue, dur-
ing which we considered the evidence
in support of raising the minimum
wage. We heard from business leaders
and economists that raising the wage
will reduce workforce turnover, stimu-
late consumer spending, and grow jobs.

The evidence is absolutely clear that
raising the minimum wage will give 35
million workers a raise and lift 4.5 mil-
lion Americans out of poverty. It is
also abundantly clear that raising the
minimum wage will benefit businesses
in the U.S. economy. That may be why
in a recent poll from Republican poll-
ster Frank Luntz, 80 percent of busi-
ness executives supported raising the
minimum wage.
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The record could not be more clear:
raising the minimum wage is good for
workers, businesses, and the American
economy. That is why today I include
in the RECORD testimony from yester-
day’s Member forum on the Business
Case for Raising the Federal Minimum
Wage, presented by David Cooper of the
Economic Policy Institute; Sherry
Deutschmann of LetterLogic, Inc.;
Scott Nash of MOM’s Organic; and Car-
men Ortiz Larsen of AQUAS, Inc.

WRITTEN REMARKS FROM CARMEN ORTIZ LAR-
SEN, PRESIDENT OF AQUAS INC. AND CHAIR OF
THE BOARD OF THE HISPANIC CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD

Submitted to the House Education & the
Workforce Committee—Minority Panel on
the Business and Economic Case for Rais-
ing the Minimum Wage, April 27, 2016
My name is Carmen Ortiz Larsen, and I

support an increase in the Federal minimum

wage to at least $12 by 2020; I support the

Raise the Wage Act. I am the owner and

President of an Engineering and Information

Technology firm called AQUAS Incor-

porated. I am also the Chair of the Board of

the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Mont-
gomery County, Maryland.

AQUAS Inc. staff includes professionals,
administrative personnel, and field techni-
cians. Our lowest wage is $14 an hour. Our
plan is to have the minimum wage in our
workplace at $16/hour within the next 18
months.

Being a small business owner is hard work.
Small business owners have to be frugal, pru-
dent, smart and alert to opportunities, navi-
gating cash flow ups and downs, and man-
aging cost increases and price competitive-
ness. Controlling costs is essential to ensure
sufficient margins for funding growth, long-
term success and customer satisfaction. If I
don’t control costs wisely, though, the dol-
lars I save in one area of the business could
cost me more in other areas.

Some years ago we sought to keep costs
down by using the lowest legal minimum
wage as compensation for clerical and field
staff. We found that these workers had a
greater incidence of health issues, absentee-
ism and turnover. The cost of replacing and
retraining staff outweighed any savings in
keeping their pay rate low.

We found that it was a smarter business
policy to raise the hourly rate for the lower
paid jobs. The results were better staff mo-
rale, increased loyalty and better service to
the customer. We gained a more stable work-
force and improved performance.

Markets are competitive, and every year
costs go up. We have to face yearly increases
in cost of insurance, supplies, advertising, fa-
cilities, services. We take this for granted as
the cost of doing business. It should be no
different to expect wage increases, especially
for the lowest paid workers. All employees
deserve a wage that is sufficient to live with-
out the anxiety of being left without food or
shelter.

AQUAS does not believe that the answer to
cost management or competitive challenges
lies in paying our staff poverty wages; this
simply diminishes the quality and ongoing
success of our enterprise. Instead, we remain
competitive through efficiencies and quality
improvements, through innovative ways to
maintain reasonable profitability and im-
prove the customer’s experience. Our staff is
part of who we are as a company, and they
deserve to make ends meet.

We look to you as elected officials to set
boundaries that cut across special interest
areas, to make those tough decisions that
create a delicate balance between an unre-
strained commercial interest and a level
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