H1812

their elected duties with mercy and
justice in a sacrificial spirit for the
common welfare.

Bless us all with sincere and joyful
hearts of service as we serve this coun-
try in each of our vocations. We pray
justice and concord may abide, peace
and prosperity be kept secure, for You,
God, are everlasting.

We seek You with all our hearts
knowing full well that You hear our
prayers. Praying as I have been taught,
I close now in the name of my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

TAXPAYER IDENTITY THEFT
PROTECTION ACT

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, the
Federal Trade Commission recently
ranked the St. Louis metropolitan
area, my district and hometown, as
having the highest rate of identity
theft regarding Federal income tax re-
turns. This is absolutely unacceptable
and why I introduced the Taxpayer
Identity Theft Protection Act.

My legislation would require the IRS
to issue an identity protection personal
identification number, or IP PIN, to
any individual who requests one to bet-
ter protect their Social Security num-
bers from criminals who are looking to
steal their identity and file fraudulent
tax returns.

Missourians and all Americans de-
serve peace of mind when filing their
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taxes with the IRS, but, instead, we are
seeing an unconscionable increase in
data breaches and identity theft.

A new GAO report found many defi-
ciencies in the IRS’ security program
that blatantly expose taxpayers’ per-
sonal and financial data. My legisla-
tion will help stop this reckless expo-
sure.

This essential bill holds the IRS ac-
countable and forces the agency to do
the most important job: assist and pro-
tect taxpayers.

At a time when trust in government
is so low, I am committed to fixing this
growing problem and providing another
level of security to protect Americans
from fraudulent activity.

———

REMEMBERING TOM HENNESSY

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, Tom
Hennessy was a beloved columnist at
the Long Beach Press-Telegram for
nearly 30 years. Tom passed away re-
cently with his Duchess Debbie by his
side.

For his readers, Tom was Mr. Long
Beach. He was a humorist, he was an
advocate, he was our favorite uncle,
and our closest neighbor.

He was a friend who lived in the same
world, but somehow saw it so much
more clearly and never shied away
from using his Irish wit to say so.

Every morning for three decades Tom
was the champion of what was right,
good, and decent in Long Beach. I was
fortunate to have read him, I was
lucky to have known him, and now I
will join his readers, his family, and his
friends in missing him.

—————
ONLY CONGRESS CAN WRITE
LAWS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the U.S. House of
Representatives was represented at the
Supreme Court during oral arguments
for United States v. Texas, the chal-
lenge by 25 States to the President’s il-
legal executive action on illegal aliens.

Article I of the Constitution is clear:
only Congress can write laws. Sadly,
the President has overstepped his au-
thority by acting alone after repeat-
edly saying that he did not have the
authority he claimed.

I was grateful to vote in favor of the
resolution, which authorized Speaker
PAUL RYAN to file a brief in the Su-
preme Court, the first by the House as
a whole. Speaker RYAN deserves rec-
ognition for his remarkable leadership
in standing up for the Constitution and
rule of law.

United States v. Texas filings reveal
the President’s failed immigration pol-
icy, which should be to enforce existing
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laws. As an attorney who has practiced
immigration law, I know firsthand the
benefits of a lawful system welcoming
new citizens following the law.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FARENTHOLD). Members are reminded
to refrain from engaging in personal-
ities toward the President.

——————

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, 1 in 68
children are diagnosed with autism,
and 3.45 million Americans are living
with it.

April is National Autism Awareness
Month, a time to direct attention to
and appreciate the special gifts of
these Americans.

In Congress, it is a time to redouble
our commitment to them by sup-
porting the Autism CARES Act, which
authorizes research in early interven-
tion programs; the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, which in-
cludes early intervention and edu-
cation services for people with autism;
and the BRAIN Initiative at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

In western New York, I have been
proud to support $5.7 million in Federal
grants for promising work at the Insti-
tute for Autism Research at Canisius
College.

There is a great deal to be done to
piece together the mysteries of autism
and support the individuals and fami-
lies living with it every day.

RECOGNIZING HANESBRANDS FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize HanesBrands, a company
headquartered in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, with a long history of
innovation, product excellence, and
brand recognition.

Hanes recently earned its seventh
consecutive partner-of-the-year award
from the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s Energy Star program.

The company was recognized for its
continued excellence in energy con-
servation, carbon emissions avoidance,
and environmental sustainability.

Since 2007, Hanes, the world’s largest
marketer of basic apparel, has reduced
its energy use by 25 percent, water use
by 31 percent, and carbon emissions by
21 percent.

Last year Hanes derived 25 percent of
its worldwide energy needs from renew-
able sources, including biomass, hydro-
electric, geothermal, and wind.

With its continued commitment to
excellence, Hanes is a valued corporate
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partner in the local community. It is a
pleasure to have this outstanding com-
pany in North Carolina’s Fifth Dis-
trict.

————

U.S. INCREASES TROOPS IN IRAQ
AND SYRIA: WHEN WILL CON-
GRESS ACT?

(Mr. McCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Drip, drip, drip, Mr.
Speaker. That is the sound of U.S. es-
calation in Syria and Iraq. Yesterday,
the Pentagon announced that the U.S.
will send 217 additional troops to Iraq,
pushing the official number of U.S.
troops there to more than 4,000.

Mainly Army Special Forces, they
will be embedded with Iraqi brigades
and battalions. They will be stationed
close to the front lines. They will in-
clude trainers and maintenance crews
for the new deployment of Apache heli-
copters.

More U.S. commandos could also
head to Syria, bolstering the roughly
50 Special Operations Forces advising
and training rebel forces on the
ground.

Just when is the House going to de-
bate and vote on an authorization for
deploying U.S. troops in Iraq and
Syria?

When is the House going to debate
these escalations that add more fire-
power and put more U.S. troops close
to the front lines?

Our troops carry out their constitu-
tional duties. When will Congress act
and carry out its constitutional re-
sponsibility?

The American people are tired of end-
less wars. Putting these wars on re-
mote control, with no debate and no
votes, is shameful.

———

ENSURING INTEGRITY IN THE IRS
WORKFORCE ACT

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, with tax
day yesterday and millions of Ameri-
cans feeling the sting of a burdensome
government agency, the House will
focus its efforts on giving taxpayers re-
lief from the bureaucratic mess known

as the IRS.

When the scandal broke that the IRS
improperly targeted conservative
501(c)(4) groups, the Nation was

shocked, but not surprised. After thor-
ough investigations by Congress and
unrelenting criticism by liberals and
conservatives, several high-level offi-
cials resigned.

While the IRS can and has fired
many low-level employees for other
abuses and poor performance, a report
by the IRS Inspector General found
that many of the IRS employees were
rehired.

That is why this week we are passing
the Ensuring Integrity in the IRS
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Workforce Act, which will prevent the
agency from rehiring anyone who was
previously terminated for misconduct.

Government employees, especially
those in the IRS, who work with pri-
vate and sensitive data of American
citizens should not be given the chance
to do it again.

This week the House will show the
American people that we take our re-
sponsibility to stop corruption, mis-
conduct, and abuse of power in the In-
ternal Revenue Service seriously.

————
BUDGET RESOLUTION DEADLINE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, last week
the House Republican leadership blew
past the deadline to adopt the budget.

Instead of coming together to enact a
budget that invests in American jobs,
grows our economy, and builds the pay-
checks of American workers, Repub-
licans actually decided intentionally
not to pass a budget at all.

Even worse, in my hometown of
Flint, Michigan, 100,000 people can’t
drink their water because it has been
poisoned by lead through decisions
made by its own State government. It
is in crisis.

There is a bill in the Senate and
there is a bill in this House to provide
relief to this great city during a dis-
aster, and this Congress won’t bring up
that bill, nor will it bring up legisla-
tion to deal with the opioid epidemic or
the Zika virus epidemic.

This is shameful. This is the Con-
gress of the United States. We are sup-
posed to do the work of the American
people. We have people in crisis in my
own hometown, and we can’t get Con-
gress to act, not on a budget, not on
health for Flint, and not on Zika.

We need to do our job in the body of
this United States Congress.

———
SUPPORTING THE TEXAS-LED
CHALLENGE TO THE PRESI-

DENT’S UNILATERAL AMNESTY

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, this
week the Supreme Court heard oral ar-
guments in the United States v. Texas
case. This is the Texas-led challenge to
the President’s executive orders on im-
migration, a challenge that I strongly
support.

By granting unilateral amnesty to 5
million illegal immigrants, the Presi-
dent has blatantly disregarded his duty
to enforce our laws. Instead, he is try-
ing to rewrite them altogether. It
doesn’t work this way.

Article I of the Constitution is clear.
All legislative powers shall be vested in
Congress. Erosion of this principle is a
threat to the rule of law. That is why
this challenge by Texas and other
States is so important.

This fight is about asserting the will
of Americans and defending the author-
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ity of Congress. I am pleased that the
House has voted to put its full support
behind Texas and our Speaker. Lower
courts have already ruled to halt the
President’s illegal amnesty.

On behalf of my constituents, I
strongly urge the Supreme Court to do
the same.

———
0O 1215

CONGRATULATING J.W. OAKLEY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize J.W. Oakley Ele-
mentary School for their academic and
civic accomplishments.

Over the past 18 years, Oakley’s com-
mitment to academic excellence has
enhanced the lives of their students
and earned them statewide recognition.
Oakley has been recognized as a Cali-
fornia Title I Achieving School and
California Distinguished School. In
doing so, Oakley has consistently
placed among the top performing
schools in our district, with a Cali-
fornia Academic Performance Index
score of 804.

Furthermore, their extraordinary
participation in the Jump Rope for
Heart program has helped raise over
$200,000 for research initiatives.

I would like to commend the hard-
working administrators and teachers
for their work—teachers like Maryann
Vasquez-Moreno, an educator of 15
years, who in addition to preparing her
students to succeed, also organizes
yearly food drives during the holidays
for her community.

I am delighted to recognize Oakley
Elementary School for their commit-
ment to our children.

————

COMMENDING U.S. GREEN BUILD-
ING COUNCIL FOR ENCOURAGING
WOOD USE IN BUILDING CON-
STRUCTION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, which I am proud
to represent, has a deep heritage with
wood products and timber industries.
Wood is the ultimate green building
material and should be encouraged for
its environmental benefits.

Unfortunately, USDA’s Bio-Preferred
Program did not recognize wood prod-
ucts, despite the obvious benefits of
using such material in buildings. Be-
cause of this, I authored the Forest
Products Fairness Act of 2013. This leg-
islation, which was ultimately included
in the 2014 farm bill, modified USDA’s
definition of bio-based products to spe-
cifically include forest products.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend the U.S. Green Building Council
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