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strides that have been made to under-
stand autism, not much is known about
how the disorder actually develops in
the brain.

The BRAIN Initiative is an ambitious
program which aims to advance our un-
derstanding of how the brain functions.
It is my firm belief that the BRAIN
Initiative is an instrumental step to-
ward revolutionary breakthroughs in
neuroscience. For these reasons, I in-
troduced the Mental Health Awareness
Semipostal Stamp Act to help raise ad-
ditional funding for the BRAIN Initia-
tive, at no expense to taxpayers. I am
confident that together we can make
great strides for autism awareness, and
I hope that you join me in lighting it
up blue for the rest of April.

TEAM VISION

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize M-
Vision Miami, a group comprised of
young professionals in the Youth Lead-
ership Miami program, sponsored by
the Greater Miami Chamber of Com-
merce.

M-Vision, in partnership with PACE
Center for Girls, has worked to create
a career development and college pre-
paratory lab for PACE students. The
M-Vision program focuses on financial
literacy training, interview etiquette,
college preparation, career awareness,
exploration, and community service.
This group, which is completely volun-
teer based, has dedicated countless
hours to building relationships
throughout Miami-Dade County in
order to support their mission.

I thank M-Vision and centers like
PACE Miami for their efforts to ensure
that all children, regardless of their so-
cioeconomic class, have an opportunity
to achieve college and career success.
They have done a remarkable job, and
I am certain that they will continue
doing great work for years to come.

CONGRATULATING DEBBIE BRADY

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Debbie Brady, the executive director of
the Dade County Farm Bureau, who
will be retiring this year after a life
dedicated to educating others on the
importance of agriculture in our daily
lives. Debbie is also the president of
the Florida Agri-Women, a member of
the American Agri-Women, and a long-
time resident of South Dade. She has
worked in agribusiness for over 30
years and has a true passion for farm-
ing. Her knowledge and experience are
unparalleled, and she will be greatly
missed.

I have had the privilege of meeting
with Debbie on many occasions and
know how much of a resource she has
been to both me and my staff. We have
strongly advocated together on behalf
of the South Dade farmers, especially
during the recent oriental fruit fly
quarantine and devastating floods that
crippled the region’s ag community.
Her immense knowledge of the issues
has helped us make very positive gains
on behalf of the farmers in South Dade.

Debbie, thank you for dedicating
your life to helping our community. We
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wish you the best in your retirement.
You have certainly earned it.

END CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
FATALITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I
would like to spend a few minutes this
morning discussing the recent report of
the Commission to End Child Abuse
and Neglect Fatalities. Chartered by
Congress under the Protect our Kids
Act of 2013, the Commission’s goal is to
provide a framework for ending child
maltreatment fatalities in the United
States. For 2 years they have studied
and examined this problem, and now
we have the results.

The death of any child is a tragedy.
While the data on child deaths related
to abuse and neglect is incomplete, the
Commission estimates that there were
over 1,600 such cases in 2014. The ma-
jority of the children in these heart-
breaking cases were younger than a
year old, and many of them only days
and weeks into their young lives.
Three-quarters of the deaths occurred
in children under age 3.

Madam Speaker, these are shocking
figures, but we are talking about much
more than just numbers. These stories
of lives cut short, of senseless deaths,
are a rallying cry for action, and no
community or State is immune. In my
home State of Rhode Island, at least
four children have died in State care
since October, two of them infants.

In neighboring Massachusetts, Bella
Bond’s story is a heartbreaking re-
minder of our moral obligation to act
in defense of all children. Bella only
ever knew abuse and neglect. She died
before her third birthday, allegedly
beaten to death by her drug-addicted
parents. Despite two neglect com-
plaints against Bella’s mother, there
was never any recognition that this
toddler’s life was in danger. The State
never sent anybody to check on her
safety, and her death remained hidden
until her body was discovered.

The problems in the Bella Bond mur-
der, though, sadly, are not unique. The
Commission’s report highlights a lack
of communication between State child
welfare agencies and law enforcement
in every State. Noting the high cor-
relation between domestic violence and
child deaths, the Commission rec-
ommends that States treat this as a
broad public health issue and call for
better coordination between child wel-
fare agencies and law enforcement.

Cross-agency collaboration will allow
social workers to use law enforcement
data to find the most at-risk children
and intervene when necessary to pro-
tect the child. Just as we would take
action to stop disease before it kills
the patient, we can and we must inter-
vene when a child’s life is at risk.

However, the Commission also notes
that the most successful interventions
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are the ones that prevent a crisis from
happening in the first place. Not all of
these interventions involve foster care
or removing a child. Early intervention
of the most at-risk families will allow
social workers to tailor and deliver the
most effective interventions for each
family, and even sometimes small
interventions early on can make the
biggest difference. The report makes
clear that crisis breeds crisis. It is the
self-perpetuating, repetitive cycle.

Parents suffering from mental health
issues or drug addiction are much more
likely to harm or kill their child. The
stresses of unemployment and poverty
are also linked with child abuse, ne-
glect, and death.

Madam Speaker, States need to en-
gage in an all-of-the-above approach to
child safety. We must also ensure that
funding is in place to allow for mean-
ingful interventions. Child welfare
agencies need to be held accountable
for results, and empowered to deliver
services and interventions to at-risk
children and families when they are re-
quired.

Despite these challenges, I would like
to close on a hopeful note, embodied in
the title of the report itself: Within
Our Reach.

Madam Speaker, we can put a stop to
these tragic deaths. Law enforcement,
child welfare, and community groups
have to work together to provide a net-
work of support and intervention for
families and children at risk of abuse.
We in Congress have to fully fund these
agencies and empower them to deliver
meaningful change.

Madam Speaker, the time to act is
now.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Kevin Hintze, Zion Lutheran
Church, Georgetown, Texas, offered the
following prayer:

Gracious Lord of our Nation, we
thank You for the continued preserva-
tion of our blessed country and all who
uphold civil duties of leadership within
our borders.

We pray today for all the Members of
Congress and their staff that they may
be endowed with wisdom from Your
spirit as they serve with the authority
of government in our land.

Bless their daily work and encourage
our leaders of this Nation to fulfill
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their elected duties with mercy and
justice in a sacrificial spirit for the
common welfare.

Bless us all with sincere and joyful
hearts of service as we serve this coun-
try in each of our vocations. We pray
justice and concord may abide, peace
and prosperity be kept secure, for You,
God, are everlasting.

We seek You with all our hearts
knowing full well that You hear our
prayers. Praying as I have been taught,
I close now in the name of my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

TAXPAYER IDENTITY THEFT
PROTECTION ACT

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, the
Federal Trade Commission recently
ranked the St. Louis metropolitan
area, my district and hometown, as
having the highest rate of identity
theft regarding Federal income tax re-
turns. This is absolutely unacceptable
and why I introduced the Taxpayer
Identity Theft Protection Act.

My legislation would require the IRS
to issue an identity protection personal
identification number, or IP PIN, to
any individual who requests one to bet-
ter protect their Social Security num-
bers from criminals who are looking to
steal their identity and file fraudulent
tax returns.

Missourians and all Americans de-
serve peace of mind when filing their
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taxes with the IRS, but, instead, we are
seeing an unconscionable increase in
data breaches and identity theft.

A new GAO report found many defi-
ciencies in the IRS’ security program
that blatantly expose taxpayers’ per-
sonal and financial data. My legisla-
tion will help stop this reckless expo-
sure.

This essential bill holds the IRS ac-
countable and forces the agency to do
the most important job: assist and pro-
tect taxpayers.

At a time when trust in government
is so low, I am committed to fixing this
growing problem and providing another
level of security to protect Americans
from fraudulent activity.

———

REMEMBERING TOM HENNESSY

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, Tom
Hennessy was a beloved columnist at
the Long Beach Press-Telegram for
nearly 30 years. Tom passed away re-
cently with his Duchess Debbie by his
side.

For his readers, Tom was Mr. Long
Beach. He was a humorist, he was an
advocate, he was our favorite uncle,
and our closest neighbor.

He was a friend who lived in the same
world, but somehow saw it so much
more clearly and never shied away
from using his Irish wit to say so.

Every morning for three decades Tom
was the champion of what was right,
good, and decent in Long Beach. I was
fortunate to have read him, I was
lucky to have known him, and now I
will join his readers, his family, and his
friends in missing him.

—————
ONLY CONGRESS CAN WRITE
LAWS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the U.S. House of
Representatives was represented at the
Supreme Court during oral arguments
for United States v. Texas, the chal-
lenge by 25 States to the President’s il-
legal executive action on illegal aliens.

Article I of the Constitution is clear:
only Congress can write laws. Sadly,
the President has overstepped his au-
thority by acting alone after repeat-
edly saying that he did not have the
authority he claimed.

I was grateful to vote in favor of the
resolution, which authorized Speaker
PAUL RYAN to file a brief in the Su-
preme Court, the first by the House as
a whole. Speaker RYAN deserves rec-
ognition for his remarkable leadership
in standing up for the Constitution and
rule of law.

United States v. Texas filings reveal
the President’s failed immigration pol-
icy, which should be to enforce existing
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laws. As an attorney who has practiced
immigration law, I know firsthand the
benefits of a lawful system welcoming
new citizens following the law.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FARENTHOLD). Members are reminded
to refrain from engaging in personal-
ities toward the President.

——————

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, 1 in 68
children are diagnosed with autism,
and 3.45 million Americans are living
with it.

April is National Autism Awareness
Month, a time to direct attention to
and appreciate the special gifts of
these Americans.

In Congress, it is a time to redouble
our commitment to them by sup-
porting the Autism CARES Act, which
authorizes research in early interven-
tion programs; the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, which in-
cludes early intervention and edu-
cation services for people with autism;
and the BRAIN Initiative at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

In western New York, I have been
proud to support $5.7 million in Federal
grants for promising work at the Insti-
tute for Autism Research at Canisius
College.

There is a great deal to be done to
piece together the mysteries of autism
and support the individuals and fami-
lies living with it every day.

RECOGNIZING HANESBRANDS FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize HanesBrands, a company
headquartered in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, with a long history of
innovation, product excellence, and
brand recognition.

Hanes recently earned its seventh
consecutive partner-of-the-year award
from the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s Energy Star program.

The company was recognized for its
continued excellence in energy con-
servation, carbon emissions avoidance,
and environmental sustainability.

Since 2007, Hanes, the world’s largest
marketer of basic apparel, has reduced
its energy use by 25 percent, water use
by 31 percent, and carbon emissions by
21 percent.

Last year Hanes derived 25 percent of
its worldwide energy needs from renew-
able sources, including biomass, hydro-
electric, geothermal, and wind.

With its continued commitment to
excellence, Hanes is a valued corporate
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