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In this particular case, these folks
just had the wrong opinions about
their government and they were sure
that they would be protected under the
First Amendment, protected from re-
prisal and punishment, but that is sim-
ply not the case.

Exactly what happened is that the
IRS sought to cover up and blame oth-
ers that had nothing to do with what
happened.

Remember, the feared and
omnipowerful IRS targeted and pun-
ished certain Americans solely because
of what they thought of their govern-
ment, violating their First Amendment
right provided by God and enumerated
in our Constitution.

Think about that. The full power and
authority of the massive Federal Gov-
ernment and its endless resources fo-
cused on a few citizens because they
dared to disagree. Is this a Communist
country? Is this something worse?

Let’s remember how this started. The
inspector general did an investigation
and said they were going to file a re-
port.

Hearing that, Lois Lerner takes a
planted question and lies about who did
it. She blames it on the good workers
in Cincinnati. The President calls for a
criminal investigation, and the Com-
missioner is fired.

However, when it really came to con-
ducting that investigation, the Depart-
ment of Justice really just couldn’t be
bothered. Then the person at the cen-
ter of the issue comes to Congress and
pleads the Fifth.

Congress has to now look elsewhere
for the truth. They are not going to get
it from Ms. Lerner. So they look to her
email communication.

Subpoenas are issued, two of them,
and three protective orders, one by the
IRS itself. The IRS violates literally
all of it while saying they went to
great lengths in search of the truth.

Come on. Great lengths? They didn’t
even check Ms. Lerner’s BlackBerry.

The new Commissioner, Mr.
Koskinen, hired to clean things up,
knows that 422 backup tapes were de-
stroyed, including 24,000 of Ms.
Lerner’s emails; yet, he waits 4 months
to tell Congress while coming multiple
times to testify to Congress during
that period. You lie about your lost
documents for 4 months and see what
happens.

Mr. Koskinen violated his duty to
preserve and provide the information.
He violated his duty to disclose, he vio-
lated his duty to be truthful, and he
violated his duty to correct the record
about what he knew. Mr. Koskinen vio-
lated the public trust on multiple ac-
counts.

The issue at hand is that the agency
Mr. Koskinen represents violated the
constitutionally guaranteed rights of
American citizens and nothing has
been done about it.

This simply cannot stand. We cannot
have two separate standards of justice,
one for the ruling class, one for the
government, and one for the governed.
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Congress has a duty to get to the
truth. As Representatives of the citi-
zens, we don’t have a police force. We
are Representatives. We can’t fire the
Commissioner. We are Members of Con-
gress. The only remedy that Congress
has is the constitutional check of im-
peachment.

Impeachment proceedings are the
only way we can hope to get some re-
lief from this agency which has been
wantonly unaccountable in the most
egregious fashion.

It is the only way we will be able to
determine whether the Commissioner
violated the standards of trust set
down for government officials.

It is the only way we can start to
move to a circumstance where our gov-
ernment serves the people as opposed
to citizens being forced to serve their
government.

So, Madam Speaker, as we reflect on
tax day, I respectfully request the reso-
lution regarding the impeachment of
Commissioner Koskinen be forwarded
to the Judiciary Committee and to this
floor for consideration.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, since
1970, more Americans have died from
domestic gun violence than in every
war dating back to the American Revo-
lution.

If all the victims of gun violence
since 1970 were put on a wall like the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, it would
contain 1.5 million names and stretch
2% miles. That is 25 times as long as
the actual Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial.
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We are quick to hold moments of si-
lence on this floor, but we are not
quick to act. I have had enough of Con-
gress’ failure to lead. So to draw atten-
tion to the slaughter going on in this
country each and every month, I will
recite the names each month of every
person killed in a mass shooting during
the previous month. I have also created
my own memorial wall in the hallway
outside of my office.

Here are the stories of some of the
victims of the 31 mass shootings in
March of this year. There have been so
many people this month affected by
mass shootings, that I don’t have time
to list the injured, but I recognize the
trauma they have endured as well.

Deonte Fisher, age 7, was killed sit-
ting in a parked car outside a conven-
ience store on March 4 in Columbus,
Ohio.

Anthony Renee Beamon, Jr., age 36,
was Killed while leaving a party on
March 6 in Compton, California.

Pablo Villeda Estrada, age 19, was
killed at a birthday party on March 6
in Chelsea, Massachusetts. He loved
music and was a family jokester.

Austin Harter, age 29; Clint Harter,
age 27; Jake Waters, age 36; and Mi-
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chael Capps, age 41, were Killed by
their neighbor on March 7 in Kansas
City, Kansas. The shooter also Kkilled
Randy J. Nordman, age 49, the next day
while fleeing police.

Ishmael Haywood, age 20, and
Demontray Keshawn Mackay, age 17,
were killed in a car on March 8 in San
Antonio, Texas.

Jerry Shelton, age 35; Tina Shelton,
age 37; Brittany Powell, age 2T;
Chanetta Powell, age 25; and Shada
Mahone, age 26, were Killed at a family
cookout on March 9 in Wilkinsburg,
Pennsylvania. Chanetta was 8 months
pregnant.

John Smith, age 65, and Jamil Good-
win, age 43, were Killed while sitting on
their porch on March 11 in Detroit,
Michigan.

Douglas Hearne, age 48, was killed at
a bar on March 12 in Wichita Falls,
Texas.

Alyric Fouch, age 17, was killed by
her mother’s boyfriend on March 12 in
Elberton, Georgia. She was trying to
protect her mother from gunfire.

Deosha Jackson, age 19, and Daryl
Hunt, age unknown, were Kkilled on
March 19 in Wetumpka, Alabama.

Serge Pierre Dumas, age 28, was
killed at a house party on March 20 in
Plantation, Florida. He is survived by
his 15-month-old son pictured here on
this poster next to me.

Billie Jo Hettinger, age 32, and her
children Collin Hettinger, age 5, and
Courtney Hettinger, age 4, were Kkilled
by their husband and father on March
20 in Louisville, Kentucky.

Kelly Russler, age 39, and her sons
Jayden Evans, age 10, and Laing
Russler, age 7, were killed by Kelly’s
husband and Laing’s father on March 21
in Sherman, Texas.

Elizabeth Janie Woods, age unknown,
was killed by her husband on March 25
in Lauderdale County, Alabama. He
also shot their two sons, who were in
critical condition but have survived.

Virginia State Trooper Chad P.
Dermyer was killed by a gunman at a
bus station on March 31 in Richmond,
Virginia. He was a Marine Corps vet-
eran and had two young children.

May the dead rest in peace, the
wounded recover quickly and com-
pletely, and the bereaved find comfort.

Members, colleagues, mothers and fa-
thers, when will we do more than call
for moments of silence?

———
AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise to recognize April as
Autism Awareness Month, an oppor-
tunity for our communities to come to-
gether and become more educated and
understanding of autism and its im-
pacts on our students and society.

Reports from 2014 state that autism
affects 1 in 68 children in the United
States, a 119 percent increase from the
year 2000. Despite the great scientific
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strides that have been made to under-
stand autism, not much is known about
how the disorder actually develops in
the brain.

The BRAIN Initiative is an ambitious
program which aims to advance our un-
derstanding of how the brain functions.
It is my firm belief that the BRAIN
Initiative is an instrumental step to-
ward revolutionary breakthroughs in
neuroscience. For these reasons, I in-
troduced the Mental Health Awareness
Semipostal Stamp Act to help raise ad-
ditional funding for the BRAIN Initia-
tive, at no expense to taxpayers. I am
confident that together we can make
great strides for autism awareness, and
I hope that you join me in lighting it
up blue for the rest of April.

TEAM VISION

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize M-
Vision Miami, a group comprised of
young professionals in the Youth Lead-
ership Miami program, sponsored by
the Greater Miami Chamber of Com-
merce.

M-Vision, in partnership with PACE
Center for Girls, has worked to create
a career development and college pre-
paratory lab for PACE students. The
M-Vision program focuses on financial
literacy training, interview etiquette,
college preparation, career awareness,
exploration, and community service.
This group, which is completely volun-
teer based, has dedicated countless
hours to building relationships
throughout Miami-Dade County in
order to support their mission.

I thank M-Vision and centers like
PACE Miami for their efforts to ensure
that all children, regardless of their so-
cioeconomic class, have an opportunity
to achieve college and career success.
They have done a remarkable job, and
I am certain that they will continue
doing great work for years to come.

CONGRATULATING DEBBIE BRADY

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Debbie Brady, the executive director of
the Dade County Farm Bureau, who
will be retiring this year after a life
dedicated to educating others on the
importance of agriculture in our daily
lives. Debbie is also the president of
the Florida Agri-Women, a member of
the American Agri-Women, and a long-
time resident of South Dade. She has
worked in agribusiness for over 30
years and has a true passion for farm-
ing. Her knowledge and experience are
unparalleled, and she will be greatly
missed.

I have had the privilege of meeting
with Debbie on many occasions and
know how much of a resource she has
been to both me and my staff. We have
strongly advocated together on behalf
of the South Dade farmers, especially
during the recent oriental fruit fly
quarantine and devastating floods that
crippled the region’s ag community.
Her immense knowledge of the issues
has helped us make very positive gains
on behalf of the farmers in South Dade.

Debbie, thank you for dedicating
your life to helping our community. We
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wish you the best in your retirement.
You have certainly earned it.

END CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
FATALITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I
would like to spend a few minutes this
morning discussing the recent report of
the Commission to End Child Abuse
and Neglect Fatalities. Chartered by
Congress under the Protect our Kids
Act of 2013, the Commission’s goal is to
provide a framework for ending child
maltreatment fatalities in the United
States. For 2 years they have studied
and examined this problem, and now
we have the results.

The death of any child is a tragedy.
While the data on child deaths related
to abuse and neglect is incomplete, the
Commission estimates that there were
over 1,600 such cases in 2014. The ma-
jority of the children in these heart-
breaking cases were younger than a
year old, and many of them only days
and weeks into their young lives.
Three-quarters of the deaths occurred
in children under age 3.

Madam Speaker, these are shocking
figures, but we are talking about much
more than just numbers. These stories
of lives cut short, of senseless deaths,
are a rallying cry for action, and no
community or State is immune. In my
home State of Rhode Island, at least
four children have died in State care
since October, two of them infants.

In neighboring Massachusetts, Bella
Bond’s story is a heartbreaking re-
minder of our moral obligation to act
in defense of all children. Bella only
ever knew abuse and neglect. She died
before her third birthday, allegedly
beaten to death by her drug-addicted
parents. Despite two neglect com-
plaints against Bella’s mother, there
was never any recognition that this
toddler’s life was in danger. The State
never sent anybody to check on her
safety, and her death remained hidden
until her body was discovered.

The problems in the Bella Bond mur-
der, though, sadly, are not unique. The
Commission’s report highlights a lack
of communication between State child
welfare agencies and law enforcement
in every State. Noting the high cor-
relation between domestic violence and
child deaths, the Commission rec-
ommends that States treat this as a
broad public health issue and call for
better coordination between child wel-
fare agencies and law enforcement.

Cross-agency collaboration will allow
social workers to use law enforcement
data to find the most at-risk children
and intervene when necessary to pro-
tect the child. Just as we would take
action to stop disease before it kills
the patient, we can and we must inter-
vene when a child’s life is at risk.

However, the Commission also notes
that the most successful interventions
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are the ones that prevent a crisis from
happening in the first place. Not all of
these interventions involve foster care
or removing a child. Early intervention
of the most at-risk families will allow
social workers to tailor and deliver the
most effective interventions for each
family, and even sometimes small
interventions early on can make the
biggest difference. The report makes
clear that crisis breeds crisis. It is the
self-perpetuating, repetitive cycle.

Parents suffering from mental health
issues or drug addiction are much more
likely to harm or kill their child. The
stresses of unemployment and poverty
are also linked with child abuse, ne-
glect, and death.

Madam Speaker, States need to en-
gage in an all-of-the-above approach to
child safety. We must also ensure that
funding is in place to allow for mean-
ingful interventions. Child welfare
agencies need to be held accountable
for results, and empowered to deliver
services and interventions to at-risk
children and families when they are re-
quired.

Despite these challenges, I would like
to close on a hopeful note, embodied in
the title of the report itself: Within
Our Reach.

Madam Speaker, we can put a stop to
these tragic deaths. Law enforcement,
child welfare, and community groups
have to work together to provide a net-
work of support and intervention for
families and children at risk of abuse.
We in Congress have to fully fund these
agencies and empower them to deliver
meaningful change.

Madam Speaker, the time to act is
now.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Kevin Hintze, Zion Lutheran
Church, Georgetown, Texas, offered the
following prayer:

Gracious Lord of our Nation, we
thank You for the continued preserva-
tion of our blessed country and all who
uphold civil duties of leadership within
our borders.

We pray today for all the Members of
Congress and their staff that they may
be endowed with wisdom from Your
spirit as they serve with the authority
of government in our land.

Bless their daily work and encourage
our leaders of this Nation to fulfill
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