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metric you use, this effort has been a real
failure,” he said.

The USAID-funded Shorandam Industrial
Park in Kandahar province was transferred
to the Afghan government in September 2010
with the intention of accommodating 48
business and hundreds of local employees.
Four years later, SIGAR inspectors found
just one active company operating there.

This was due to the U.S. military building
a power plant on one-third of the industrial
park to provide electricity to nearby
Kandahar City, causing ‘‘entrepreneurs to
shy away from setting up businesses’ at the
site, SIGAR said in its report of April 2015.

After the military withdrew in mid-2014,
the investigators were told that at least four
Afghan businesses had moved into the indus-
trial park. However, SIGAR said that it
could not complete a thorough inspection be-
cause USAID’s contract files were ‘“‘missing
important documentation.”

The DOD spent nearly $82 million on nine
incineration facilities in Afghanistan—yet
four of them mnever fired their furnaces,
SIGAR said in February 2015. These four dor-
mant facilities had eight incinerators be-
tween them and the wastage cost $20.1 mil-
lion.

In addition, SIGAR inspectors said it was
“disturbing’ that ‘“‘prohibited items,”” such
as tires and batteries, continued to be
burned in Afghanistan’s 251 burn pits. U.S.
military personnel were also exposed to
emissions from these pits ‘‘that could have
lasting negative health consequences,” the
watchdog said.

The Department of Defense said it was ‘‘vi-
tally interested in exploring all possible
ways to save taxpayer dollars and ensure we
are good stewards of government resources.’”’

A spokesman added: ‘“We’ll continue to
work with SIGAR, and other agencies, to
help get to the bottom of any reported issues
or concerns.”’

A spokesman for Afghanistan’s President
Ashraf Ghani declined to comment on this
story.

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, we have
already spent more in Afghanistan
than it cost to rebuild Europe after
World War II. In fact, last week I asked
my staff to draft a letter to Speaker
PAUL RYAN.

In the letter, I asked the Speaker of
the House, PAUL RYAN, to meet with
John Sopko, who is the Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction,
and listen to this absolute waste that
is going on in Afghanistan.

Yet, sometime soon we will mark up
the NDAA, National Defense Author-
ization Act, and I will guarantee you
there will be billions of dollars in OCO
funds going to Afghanistan.

There will be those of us on both
sides of the aisle that would like to
take that money out or significantly
reduce the money. Last year it was
over $43 billion in OCO funds, which is
nothing but a slush fund.

Madam Speaker, there is a famous
line about Afghanistan. It says that Af-
ghanistan is the graveyard of empires.

I predict today—but I hope I am
wrong—if we continue to spend and
waste billions of dollars in Afghani-
stan, there will be a headstone in that
graveyard that says: USA.

I hope that does not happen. But we
had better wake up, as Members of
Congress, and stop supporting pro-
grams like money for Afghanistan that
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are a total waste of the taxpayers’
money.

Madam Speaker, I will ask God to
continue to bless our men and women
in uniform and ask God to continue to
bless America.

———

TRIBUTE TO PAUL BARKLA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to celebrate the life and legacy of
my good friend, Paul Barkla. I met
Paul when I first ran for Congress. He
was one of my earliest supporters.

I still vividly recall meeting him at
the end of a Democratic primary de-
bate when he introduced himself as a
former Bill Proxmire staffer, as I was,
and then promised to do everything he
could to help me get elected. It was the
beginning of a 25-year friendship, dur-
ing which time he became a member of
our family.

Paul is a native of the Pacific North-
west and was raised in Eugene, Oregon.
Paul was a firm believer in good, old-
fashioned, shoe-leather politics, and he
pounded the pavement for Democratic
candidates across the country, where
he met many friends along the way.

In 2004, he traveled to New Hamp-
shire to volunteer for the Presidential
campaign of General Wesley Clark. In
2008, he again loaded up his dog and
traveled around the country, showing
up in battleground States and volun-
teering for President Obama. He be-
lieved we all had an obligation to par-
ticipate in our democracy.

After college, Paul moved to Wash-
ington, where he received a master’s
degree from George Washington Uni-
versity and worked as a Capitol police-
man.

He also went to work for numerous
Congressmen and then worked for Sen-
ator Proxmire of Wisconsin, where he
became engaged with Wisconsin poli-
tics.

It was during his time in Washington
that he became active in the civil
rights movement, participating in the
March on Washington in August 1963.
He enjoyed telling stories of his life
during those times.

Paul met his wife, Nancy, who also
worked for Senator Proxmire in Wash-
ington, in 1958. And then, in 1968, they
moved their family to Wisconsin,
where he continued to work on progres-
sive causes and campaigns. There he
worked as a caregiver and manager of
group homes.

Paul and Nancy raised three chil-
dren: Ann Fedders of New Richmond,
Sidney Scott of Fall City, and Paul
Barkla, Jr., of Ellsworth. He was very
proud of his 12 grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Paul believed in our democratic proc-
ess and public service. That is why he
ran for and was elected to the Pierce
County Board in 2004 and later became
the board chair.

Pierce County residents knew Paul
as a community leader and advocate
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for the needs of his neighbors. He
wasn’t afraid to tackle tough issues.

He told me he enjoyed serving on the
county board because it was less par-
tisan, driven more by the local needs of
the Pierce County residents rather
than strict adherence to party ide-
ology.

Although Paul was gruff on the out-
side, he was fiercely loyal to his family
and friends. We had many discussions
over the years. I knew I could always
count on Paul to provide an honest
opinion, and he was never afraid to
speak his mind.

He made many friends over the years
through politics and public service. He
befriended many of my staff whom he
talked to frequently and stayed in
touch with even when they moved on
to other opportunities.

For those who are lucky enough to
cross paths with Paul, from folks in
Washington to Oregon to Washington,
D.C., he will not be forgotten.

Paul exemplified what was great
about America: deep love for his coun-
try, the importance of public service,
and the need to fight for the most vul-
nerable and less fortunate in our soci-
ety.

In short, Paul was a great patriot and
a great American. For those whose
lives he touched, Paul will be greatly
missed.

———

HOLDING INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE ACCOUNTABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, yester-
day was tax day—or at least the dead-
line for filing and paying your taxes. I
can’t imagine very many citizens look
forward to that.

We all know that we have to do our
part, but we are often frustrated by the
unacceptable waste of government
spending. We all work hard; yet, they
take our money and oftentimes spend
it on things that we find objectionable
or, worse, they simply waste it.

To add insult to injury, government
doesn’t have to follow the same stand-
ards that every citizen has to. Nowhere
is this more obvious than in the IRS
and its Commissioner, who scoffs at
the very same rules that every other
citizen has to abide by.

Now, I would just ask you: If you got
subpoenaed to produce documents and
to protect documents and just ignored
it, how do you think that would go for
you? If you lied to government offi-
cials—let’s say government officials in
the IRS—about your tax records, know-
ing that they are requirements, and
you just refused to provide them, how
do you think that that would be for
you?

This is just another example of two
sets of standards, one for the ruling
class and another for the rest of the
citizens. It was never intended to be
this way, essentially where we are
forced to serve our government.
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In this particular case, these folks
just had the wrong opinions about
their government and they were sure
that they would be protected under the
First Amendment, protected from re-
prisal and punishment, but that is sim-
ply not the case.

Exactly what happened is that the
IRS sought to cover up and blame oth-
ers that had nothing to do with what
happened.

Remember, the feared and
omnipowerful IRS targeted and pun-
ished certain Americans solely because
of what they thought of their govern-
ment, violating their First Amendment
right provided by God and enumerated
in our Constitution.

Think about that. The full power and
authority of the massive Federal Gov-
ernment and its endless resources fo-
cused on a few citizens because they
dared to disagree. Is this a Communist
country? Is this something worse?

Let’s remember how this started. The
inspector general did an investigation
and said they were going to file a re-
port.

Hearing that, Lois Lerner takes a
planted question and lies about who did
it. She blames it on the good workers
in Cincinnati. The President calls for a
criminal investigation, and the Com-
missioner is fired.

However, when it really came to con-
ducting that investigation, the Depart-
ment of Justice really just couldn’t be
bothered. Then the person at the cen-
ter of the issue comes to Congress and
pleads the Fifth.

Congress has to now look elsewhere
for the truth. They are not going to get
it from Ms. Lerner. So they look to her
email communication.

Subpoenas are issued, two of them,
and three protective orders, one by the
IRS itself. The IRS violates literally
all of it while saying they went to
great lengths in search of the truth.

Come on. Great lengths? They didn’t
even check Ms. Lerner’s BlackBerry.

The new Commissioner, Mr.
Koskinen, hired to clean things up,
knows that 422 backup tapes were de-
stroyed, including 24,000 of Ms.
Lerner’s emails; yet, he waits 4 months
to tell Congress while coming multiple
times to testify to Congress during
that period. You lie about your lost
documents for 4 months and see what
happens.

Mr. Koskinen violated his duty to
preserve and provide the information.
He violated his duty to disclose, he vio-
lated his duty to be truthful, and he
violated his duty to correct the record
about what he knew. Mr. Koskinen vio-
lated the public trust on multiple ac-
counts.

The issue at hand is that the agency
Mr. Koskinen represents violated the
constitutionally guaranteed rights of
American citizens and nothing has
been done about it.

This simply cannot stand. We cannot
have two separate standards of justice,
one for the ruling class, one for the
government, and one for the governed.
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Congress has a duty to get to the
truth. As Representatives of the citi-
zens, we don’t have a police force. We
are Representatives. We can’t fire the
Commissioner. We are Members of Con-
gress. The only remedy that Congress
has is the constitutional check of im-
peachment.

Impeachment proceedings are the
only way we can hope to get some re-
lief from this agency which has been
wantonly unaccountable in the most
egregious fashion.

It is the only way we will be able to
determine whether the Commissioner
violated the standards of trust set
down for government officials.

It is the only way we can start to
move to a circumstance where our gov-
ernment serves the people as opposed
to citizens being forced to serve their
government.

So, Madam Speaker, as we reflect on
tax day, I respectfully request the reso-
lution regarding the impeachment of
Commissioner Koskinen be forwarded
to the Judiciary Committee and to this
floor for consideration.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, since
1970, more Americans have died from
domestic gun violence than in every
war dating back to the American Revo-
lution.

If all the victims of gun violence
since 1970 were put on a wall like the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, it would
contain 1.5 million names and stretch
2% miles. That is 25 times as long as
the actual Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial.
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We are quick to hold moments of si-
lence on this floor, but we are not
quick to act. I have had enough of Con-
gress’ failure to lead. So to draw atten-
tion to the slaughter going on in this
country each and every month, I will
recite the names each month of every
person killed in a mass shooting during
the previous month. I have also created
my own memorial wall in the hallway
outside of my office.

Here are the stories of some of the
victims of the 31 mass shootings in
March of this year. There have been so
many people this month affected by
mass shootings, that I don’t have time
to list the injured, but I recognize the
trauma they have endured as well.

Deonte Fisher, age 7, was killed sit-
ting in a parked car outside a conven-
ience store on March 4 in Columbus,
Ohio.

Anthony Renee Beamon, Jr., age 36,
was Killed while leaving a party on
March 6 in Compton, California.

Pablo Villeda Estrada, age 19, was
killed at a birthday party on March 6
in Chelsea, Massachusetts. He loved
music and was a family jokester.

Austin Harter, age 29; Clint Harter,
age 27; Jake Waters, age 36; and Mi-
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chael Capps, age 41, were Killed by
their neighbor on March 7 in Kansas
City, Kansas. The shooter also Kkilled
Randy J. Nordman, age 49, the next day
while fleeing police.

Ishmael Haywood, age 20, and
Demontray Keshawn Mackay, age 17,
were killed in a car on March 8 in San
Antonio, Texas.

Jerry Shelton, age 35; Tina Shelton,
age 37; Brittany Powell, age 2T;
Chanetta Powell, age 25; and Shada
Mahone, age 26, were Killed at a family
cookout on March 9 in Wilkinsburg,
Pennsylvania. Chanetta was 8 months
pregnant.

John Smith, age 65, and Jamil Good-
win, age 43, were Killed while sitting on
their porch on March 11 in Detroit,
Michigan.

Douglas Hearne, age 48, was killed at
a bar on March 12 in Wichita Falls,
Texas.

Alyric Fouch, age 17, was killed by
her mother’s boyfriend on March 12 in
Elberton, Georgia. She was trying to
protect her mother from gunfire.

Deosha Jackson, age 19, and Daryl
Hunt, age unknown, were Kkilled on
March 19 in Wetumpka, Alabama.

Serge Pierre Dumas, age 28, was
killed at a house party on March 20 in
Plantation, Florida. He is survived by
his 15-month-old son pictured here on
this poster next to me.

Billie Jo Hettinger, age 32, and her
children Collin Hettinger, age 5, and
Courtney Hettinger, age 4, were Kkilled
by their husband and father on March
20 in Louisville, Kentucky.

Kelly Russler, age 39, and her sons
Jayden Evans, age 10, and Laing
Russler, age 7, were killed by Kelly’s
husband and Laing’s father on March 21
in Sherman, Texas.

Elizabeth Janie Woods, age unknown,
was killed by her husband on March 25
in Lauderdale County, Alabama. He
also shot their two sons, who were in
critical condition but have survived.

Virginia State Trooper Chad P.
Dermyer was killed by a gunman at a
bus station on March 31 in Richmond,
Virginia. He was a Marine Corps vet-
eran and had two young children.

May the dead rest in peace, the
wounded recover quickly and com-
pletely, and the bereaved find comfort.

Members, colleagues, mothers and fa-
thers, when will we do more than call
for moments of silence?

———
AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise to recognize April as
Autism Awareness Month, an oppor-
tunity for our communities to come to-
gether and become more educated and
understanding of autism and its im-
pacts on our students and society.

Reports from 2014 state that autism
affects 1 in 68 children in the United
States, a 119 percent increase from the
year 2000. Despite the great scientific
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