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States Postal Service located at 1265
Hurffville Road in Deptford Township,
New Jersey, as the First Lieutenant
Salvatore S. Corma II Post Office
Building.

Following his graduation from West
Point in 2008, Salvatore Corma at-
tained his Ranger badge, serving as a
First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army’s
82nd Airborne Division stationed at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

First Lieutenant Corma was deployed
to Afghanistan, where he served as a
platoon leader. On April 29, 2010, First
Lieutenant Corma tragically lost his
life while marking an IED in Zabul, Af-
ghanistan.

As his company commander noted
when recommending First Lieutenant
Corma for a valor award, marking IEDs
is usually a soldier task, yet Salvatore
Corma displayed not only his bravery,
but also his leadership in knowingly
putting himself in danger rather than
his men. As he once told his mother:
‘“You have to lead from the front. You
can never lead from the back.”

First Lieutenant Corma’s selfless
leadership should be commended. His
military awards include the Bronze
Star and the Purple Heart.

Mr. Speaker, we all should be pleased
to pass this bill to honor the valiant
actions and steadfast leadership of
First Lieutenant Salvatore Corma, who
put the lives of others before his own.

I urge passage of H.R. 3866.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. NORCROSS). This is his bill.

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Representative NORTON for
yielding. I also thank Chairman
CHAFFETZ and Ranking Member CUM-
MINGS for leadership and support for
bringing this bill to the floor.

I take this opportunity to introduce
you to a name that no one in this
Chamber had likely ever known, but it
is a name and a legacy you should
know and you need to know. It is my
honor to be the one to share it with
you. It is one of the reasons why we
stand here today enjoying the many
freedoms that we sometimes take for
granted.

The name is Army First Lieutenant
Salvatore Corma II of Deptford Town-
ship, New Jersey. Sal grew up in south
Jersey and even attended karate class
with my own children before receiving
a nomination to attend the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point.

He graduated from West Point in
2008, and then it was on to Active Duty
in the United States Army as a First
Lieutenant in the Alpha Company, 1st
Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team,
82nd Airborne Division out of Fort
Bragg, North Carolina.

Sal only stood 5 foot 6, but his lead-
ership made him a towering figure
among his fellow soldiers. It was that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

very leadership on that very dark day
that stands out—far from the safety
and security of his home in the south
Jersey suburbs—in one of those most
volatile places on the planet, Afghani-
stan. That day was April 29, 2010.

Sal was leading his company when
they spotted an IED, an improvised ex-
plosive device. Sal ordered his soldiers
to back off. As they retreated, the IED
detonated. It would take the life of
Salvatore Corma. He was just 24 years
old.

Sal Corma is credited with saving as
many as 17 of his fellow soldiers in that
one heroic, selfless act. Many will tell
you that Sal made history that day.
We know he did, but it happens in ways
that you will never know. Because of
his heroism, those who survived that
day will go on to protect the United
States from threats and eliminate dan-
gers around the world. Those soldiers
will live on and continue to protect us.
They continued the fight, carrying in
their hearts the spirit of Sal Corma.
They are all living tributes and a living
history to his actions.

Many of those soldiers will come
home after service and start the Amer-
ican Dream of a family. That is some-
thing that was denied Sal. He will
never get to marry or have kids, but
his actions ensured that others will get
that opportunity, all because of his
valor. Sal Corma II is undeniably an
American hero.

What better way to pay tribute to his
valor than with this legislation I
present today, to rename the Deptford,
New Jersey, post office as the First
Lieutenant Salvatore S. Corma II Post
Office Building.

Like all of our Active Duty service-
members and veterans, Sal deserved
this honor in life, not just in death. It
is our duty to preserve his legacy to re-
mind our fellow citizens and the world
of his bravery. So every person that
crosses that threshold in Deptford will
see the name. If they don’t know it, I
hope they will take a moment to read
about his life and his legacy and what
he did for us as a country.

I respectfully ask for your unani-
mous support in my legislation to re-
name the Deptford post office the First
Lieutenant Salvatore S. Corma II Post
Office Building.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I urge adop-
tion of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. BLUM)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3866.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

April 18, 2016

HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT POST
OFFICE

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2928) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 201 B Street in Perryville, Ar-
kansas, as the ‘“Harold George Bennett
Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2928

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT POST OF-
FICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 201 B
Street in Perryville, Arkansas, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Harold George
Bennett Post Office”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Harold George Bennett
Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. BLUM) and the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have five legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2928, introduced by Congress-
man FRENCH HILL of Arkansas. H.R.
2928 designates the post office located
at 201 B Street in Perryville, Arkansas,
as the Harold George Bennett Post Of-
fice.

Sergeant Harold George Bennett en-
listed in the United States Army in
1957, and he served heroically in Viet-
nam. He was taken prisoner in that
country, and on June 25, 1965, he be-
came one of the first prisoners of war
killed in Vietnam. Sergeant Bennett
fought courageously, thinking not of
himself, but thinking first and fore-
most of his colleagues.

I will ask my colleague and the spon-
sor of this bill, Representative FRENCH
HiLL, to share the incredible story of
Sergeant Bennett; but for now, I urge
Members to support this bill to name a
post office after Sergeant Harold
George Bennett.

Mr. Speaker, hearing his story in-
spires bravery in all of us, and I am
hopeful that permanently naming a
post office in remembrance of his sac-
rifice will serve to inspire generations
to come.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in the consideration of H.R.
2928, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 201 B Street in Perryville, Ar-
kansas, as the Harold George Bennett
Post Office.

Born in Perryville, Arkansas, in 1940,
Harold George Bennett followed in his
father’s footsteps by joining the Army.
Sergeant Bennett served with the 82nd
and the 101st Airborne Divisions and
volunteered to serve in Vietnam in
1964. During his deployment, Sergeant
Bennett acted as infantry adviser to
South Vietnam’s 33rd Ranger Bat-
talion.

On December 29, 1964, Sergeant Ben-
net’s unit was airlifted to Binh Gia, a
village overrun by the Viet Cong. Upon
landing, they were met by enemy
forces and a firefight ensued. A selfless
man, Sergeant Bennett called off two
separate helicopter pilots who at-
tempted to rescue him, refusing to put
their lives in danger to save his.

With his unit overrun by Viet Cong,
Sergeant Bennett was captured. He
demonstrated courage and tenacity by
participating in hunger strikes and at-
tempting three times to escape cap-
tivity. Tragically, following his third
attempt, Sergeant Bennett was exe-
cuted, becoming the first American
POW to be put to death during the
Vietnam war.

Sergeant Bennett was posthumously
awarded a Silver Star for his heroic ac-
tions, in addition to receiving a Pris-
oner of War Medal, Army Good Con-
duct Medal, and a Purple Heart.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to commemorate the great sacrifices
Sergeant Harold George Bennett made
for his country, as he selflessly and re-
peatedly put the lives of others before
his own. I urge the passage of H.R. 2928.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. HILL).

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, a few weeks
ago, I had the pleasure of going to the
50th anniversary commemoration of
the Vietnam war in Little Rock and to
see all the hugs and emotion at that
event. Truly, it was a tumultuous time
in our world. It was so good to see the
healing that those men and women ex-
perienced at that 50th anniversary. I
looked at that table set for the POW/
MIA ceremony, and, of course, I was
thinking about Sergeant Harold George
Bennett from Perryville, Arkansas.

Sergeant Bennett was born on Octo-
ber 16, 1940, in Thornburg, Arkansas, a
very small town outside the beautiful
Ouachita National Forest. A graduate
of Perryville High School, he enlisted
in the U.S. Army in 1957. He served as
an airborne infantryman with the 82nd
and 101st Airborne Divisions—no finer
units. He completed Special Forces
training in 1963. From there, Sergeant
Bennett volunteered to go to South
Vietnam as a Special Forces adviser
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with the Military Assistance Com-
mand.

On December 29, 1964, his unit was
airlifted to a small village after it had
been overrun by the Viet Cong. Upon
landing, Sergeant Bennett’s unit was
confronted by enemy forces. Twice, he
refused extraction by military heli-
copters, as he was concerned for the pi-
lots’ safety and wanted to continue the
fight against the enemy. After a furi-
ous and courageous battle, Sergeant
Bennett was taken prisoner by the Viet
Cong. Like so many of his colleagues,
he spent 179 days as a POW and at-
tempted to escape three times at great
risk. His captors executed him on June
25, 1965.

Only 24 years old, Sergeant Bennett
was the first American POW killed in
Vietnam. And like so many other serv-
icemen who lost their lives there, his
remains have never returned home.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SMITH of Nebraska). The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield the
gentleman such time as he may con-
sume.

Mr. HILL. After four decades, in 2004,
Sergeant Bennett was inducted into
the Ranger Hall of Fame at Fort
Benning. In 2006, his family was pre-
sented with his Combat Infantryman’s
Badge, National Defense Service
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Pris-
oner of War Medal, Army Good Con-
duct Medal, and the Purple Heart. In
2010, Sergeant Bennett’s family was
presented with his Silver Star.

Today, we honor Sergeant Bennett’s
heroism, bravery, and service by in-
stalling a permanent marker of his
lasting contribution to his native State
and to our Nation, both that he loved
and served so ably.

Duty, honor, and country—his exam-
ple is one all Americans and Arkansans
can admire, and I urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting this bill.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I urge adop-
tion of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. BLUM)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2928.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SGT. 1ST CLASS TERRYL L.
PASKER POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4605) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 615 6th Avenue SE in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa as the ‘“‘Sgt. 1lst Class
Terryl L. Pasker Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H. R. 4605
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SGT. 1ST CLASS TERRYL L. PASKER
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 615
6th Avenue SE in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Sgt. 1st
Class Terryl L. Pasker Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Sgt. 1st Class Terryl
L. Pasker Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. BLUM) and the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have five legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a
constituent of mine who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our freedom.

The bill before us would designate
the post office located at 615 6th Ave-
nue SE in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, as the
Sgt. 1st Class Terryl L. Pasker Post Of-
fice Building. This bill pays tribute to
the life of Sergeant First Class Pasker,
who was, unfortunately, killed in Af-
ghanistan in 2011.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Pasker was
born February 26, 1972, in Anamosa,
Iowa, the son of David and Mary
Pasker. He joined the Army in 1990,
after graduating from Lisbon High
School, transitioning to the National
Guard in 1995.

Sergeant Pasker served in Afghani-
stan in 2004 and 2005, deploying again in
2011 with the 334th Brigade Support
Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
34th Infantry Division. He served in
Panjshir province, where he was re-
sponsible for maintaining electronic
equipment and mentoring Afghan po-
lice and military leaders.

Mr. Speaker, on July 9, 2011, Ser-
geant First Class Terryl L. Pasker gave
his last full measure of devotion to his
country when he was killed at the age
of 39 at a checkpoint, only days before
the end of his combat tour.

He is survived by his wife, Erica; his
parents, Mary and David; his brother,
Andrew; and his two sisters, Christine
and Rebecca. His family told me that
he always said he would rather be a
sermon than preach one, a belief that I
believe he exemplified throughout his
life.

Admired by his fellow soldiers,
Pasker was known for his humility, his
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