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work, ingenuity, and creativity as they
compete for trophies. These races have
been run nationally since 1934. Today,
they are held throughout the country,
and a few are held throughout the
world. The winners of each division are
then qualified to compete in the All-
American Soap Box Derby in AKkron,
Ohio, in July.

I support the passage of this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I thank my good friend from Mary-
land, Representative HOYER, for intro-
ducing this resolution on behalf of the
Washington regional delegation.

This annual competitive event, Mr.
Speaker, encourages boys and girls,
ages 9 through 16, to construct and op-
erate their own soap box vehicles. The
event has become a great tradition in
the Washington, D.C., metropolitan
area over the last 20 years. It provides
a terrific opportunity for children to
appreciate the workmanship that is
necessary to build vehicles and to
enjoy the thrill of competition.

The Greater Washington Soap Box
Derby organizers will work with the
Architect of the Capitol and with the
Capitol Police to ensure that the ap-
propriate rules and regulations are in
place and that the event remains free
to the public.

I support this resolution, and I urge
my colleagues to vote for this legisla-
tion, because it is critically important
for the future of our children.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the distinguished gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. I thank both Mr.
CURBELO, the chairman of the sub-
committee, and the ranking member
for moving this resolution forward. I
think this is the 25th year that I have
sponsored this resolution, and I have
had great support throughout. I thank
them both.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise in
support of this resolution, which I
sponsor each year on behalf of the
Washington metropolitan delegation,
to permit the Greater Washington Soap
Box Derby Association to hold its an-
nual race on the grounds of the Capitol
Building.

This is a very special year for the
soap box derby as it celebrates its 75th
anniversary. For three-quarters of a
century now, young people from across
the Greater Washington, D.C., area
have assembled at the Capitol for a
fun, educational, and exciting event.

First run in 1938, when Norman
Rocca sped past 223 of his fellow young
racers on New Hampshire Avenue to
capture the first soap box derby vic-
tory, the race brings together those be-
tween ages 8 and 17 to compete in three
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divisions. Those divisions are Stock,
Super Stock, and Masters. The winner
of each division will qualify to race
against the regional champions from
across the country later this year at
the All-American Soap Box Derby in
AKkron, Ohio. This year’s race here in
Washington will take place on June 18.

There is a reason, of course, the soap
box derby has been called the ‘‘greatest
amateur racing event in the world.” It
is not only because it is a thrill to
watch on race day, but because of ev-
erything that happens before race day
as well. For weeks in advance, the
young drivers and their parents—and,
yves, sometimes grandparents—gather
in garages and basements to build,
test, and improve their soap box racers
together. It is a process that brings the
generations together and teaches valu-
able lessons about hard work, science
and engineering, sportsmanship, lead-
ership, and pride of achievement. Many
of the skills learned in building these
soap box racers are the same ones that
help students succeed in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math—or the
STEM subjects as we refer to them—
which will prepare them for success in
college and careers.

In addition to bringing families to-
gether, the soap box derby brings en-
tire communities together with civic
groups, police and fire departments,
and service organizations that sponsor
participants in whom they see the fu-
ture leaders of their communities and
of our country.

Mr. Speaker, I said before that this is
the 75th anniversary of the Greater
Washington Soap Box Derby. It also
marks, as I said, the 25th year that I
have had the honor of sponsoring this
resolution. I have done so because I am
incredibly proud of this tradition and
of all of the young people from Mary-
land’s Fifth District who have partici-
pated year after year. In fact, I say
with some degree of pride that the
Fifth District has been home to many
soap box derby champions, including
the winners of 2007, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013,
and 2014, which is to say, recently, we
have done pretty well, Mr. Speaker.
Our racers even brought home national
championship victories in 2007 and in
2008.

I thank all of those who worked to
make the Greater Washington Soap
Box Derby possible. I also thank the
cosponsors of this resolution: Rep-
resentatives CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, GERRY
CONNOLLY, DON BEYER, JOHN DELANEY,
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, DONNA
EDWARDS, and BARBARA COMSTOCK.

I hope the House will offer its strong
support once again for this great Amer-
ican pastime and for all of those young
people and their families who partici-
pate.

I thank the two gentlemen for their
leadership.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.
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I congratulate the gentleman from
Maryland on the 25th anniversary of
his bringing forward this resolution.
The gentleman from Maryland is some-
one who respects the traditions of this
House and who, through his example,
teaches younger and newer Members to
also respect the traditions of this
House. I am proud to support this reso-
lution today, and I urge my colleagues
to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
CURBELO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 119.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
O 1630

100 YEARS OF WOMEN IN
CONGRESS ACT

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 4570) to amend
the Department of Agriculture pro-
gram for research and extension grants
to increase participation by women and
underrepresented minorities in the
fields of science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics to redesignate
the program as the ‘‘Jeannette Rankin
Women and Minorities in STEM Fields
Program”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4570

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘100 Years of
Women in Congress Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The first woman elected to Congress,
Representative Jeannette Rankin from Mon-
tana, was elected on November 7, 1916, al-
most four years prior to ratification of the
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
giving women the right to vote.

(2) Jeannette Rankin was not only a pio-
neer in national electoral politics, she was
also a pioneer as a woman in science, grad-
uating from the University of Montana in
1902 with a Bachelor of Science degree in bi-
ology.

(3) 100 years after the election of Jeannette
Rankin, 108 women serve in the 114th Con-
gress, more than at any other time in our
Nation’s history. While this improvement is
commendable, women hold only 20 percent of
the seats in Congress, far below their rel-
ative share of the American electorate.

(4) According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, women make up 47 percent of the
total U.S. workforce. Gains have been made
in the science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) fields over time, but
women still comprise only 39 percent of
chemists and material scientists, 28 percent
of environmental scientists and
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geoscientists, 16 percent of chemical engi-
neers, and 12 percent of civil engineers.

(5) More must be done to encourage women
to run for elected office and to enter STEM
fields.

SEC. 3. JEANNETTE RANKIN WOMEN AND MI-
NORITIES IN STEM FIELDS PRO-
GRAM.

Paragraph (7) of section 1672(d) of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925(d)(7)) is amended to
read as follows:

*(7) JEANNETTE RANKIN WOMEN AND MINORI-
TIES IN STEM FIELDS PROGRAM.—Research and
extension grants may be made under this
section to increase participation by women
and underrepresented minorities from rural
areas in the fields of science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics, with priority
given to eligible institutions that carry out
continuing programs funded by the Sec-
retary. Any grant made under this paragraph
shall be known and designated as a
‘Jeannette Rankin Women and Minorities in
STEM Fields Program Grant’.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) and the gen-
tlewoman from  Washington (Ms.
DELBENE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4570, the 100 Years of Women in Con-
gress Act. This legislation would honor
a true pioneer of American politics by
naming an important agricultural re-
search program as the Jeannette
Rankin Women and Minorities in
STEM Fields Program.

This competitive research grants pro-
gram is designed to increase participa-
tion by women and underrepresented
minorities from rural areas in the
fields of science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics.

I can think of no better person to
identify with this important program
than former Representative RanKkin,
who was the first woman to serve in
the United States House of Representa-
tives, an achievement made even more
significant by the fact that Ms. Rankin
was elected to Congress several years
prior to the ratification of the 19th
Amendment granting women the right
to vote.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. DELBENE. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I also rise in support of
H.R. 4570, the 100 Years of Women in
Congress Act. This is bipartisan legis-
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lation on a topic that is critical for our
country and personally important to
me.

This legislation would honor the first
woman elected to Congress in 1916,
Jeannette Rankin, by renaming
USDA’s Women and Minorities in
STEM Fields Program as the Jeannette
Rankin Women and Minorities in
STEM Fields Grant Program.

Jeannette Rankin graduated with a
degree in biology long before it was
common for women to be scientists,
and she was elected to Congress before
women had the right to vote. As a fel-
low Pacific northwesterner, she con-
tinues to be an inspiration today.

There is no doubt that we need more
women, especially more women lead-
ers, in STEM fields. The year I grad-
uated from college, women received 37
percent of the computer sciences de-
grees. Today it is below 20 percent.

One explanation for this is that, in
the early days of PCs, computers were
seen as toys and were marketed heav-
ily to boys, not girls. Eventually,
young women considered computer
science and showed up on college cam-
puses and found themselves alone in
computer science classrooms domi-
nated by men.

Before Congress, I had a long career
in the technology sector and worked
with a lot of developers in the early
days of email, so I know what it is like
to be the only woman in the room.

Thankfully, I had a strong female
role model, my mother, who showed
my sisters and me that we could do
anything we wanted in our careers.

So I know firsthand how important it
is that our kids develop the skills they
need to have bright futures and help
make sure the United States remains a
leader in technology and innovation.
Children, especially young women,
need more role models like Jeannette
Rankin so they can see themselves in
STEM fields.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to take a brief
moment to thank my colleague, Ms.
DELBENE, for her kind comments and
for helping to ensure that this great
bill is going to make it through with a
very bipartisan majority.

I yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from the great State
of Montana (Mr. ZINKE), my colleague
who is one of the most courageous
Members of Congress, somebody who
served our Nation in our U.S. military
for many years and deserves our
thanks.

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise on be-
half of the women of Montana to advo-
cate for renaming the Women and Mi-
norities in STEM Fields Grant Pro-
gram to honor former Montana Con-
gresswoman Jeannette Rankin. Yes, I
do hold her seat and, yes, she held the
first seat in Montana before women
could vote.

I would like to also say that she was
a true Montanan. She embodied the
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pioneer spirit that we know and love.
She led the way in so many different
areas to include:

She was one of the first to graduate
from the University of Montana with a
degree in biology. She voted against
both wars because she could not fight.
Her spirit blazoned the trails and gave
us leadership. She was also a gifted sci-
entific mind and an early pioneer.

The grant program is an important
tool for young women today to con-
tinue their education in STEM and pos-
sibly break new ground, like Jeannette
Rankin, and blaze new trails for young
women of tomorrow, today, and our fu-
ture.

I would like to add that my own
staffer, Ms. Jocelyn Galt, is a relative
of Jeannette Rankin. She, too, dem-
onstrates the tenacity and determina-
tion that made Jeannette Rankin suc-
cessful and feared among her peers.

Renaming this program in Represent-
ative Rankin’s honor is the right thing
to do because it a reminder of those
who had courage to break down the
barriers, had the tenacity to not let go
of their dreams, and the courage to be
a mentor and an inspiration to us all.

I am happy to partner with Rep-
resentative GRACE MENG on this impor-
tant endeavor. I thank her for her lead-
ership.

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
MENG), the sponsor of this legislation.

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I am so
pleased to be here today to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of women serving
in Congress. Thank you for allowing
this legislation to come to the floor.

I also thank my friend and colleague,
Representative ZINKE, for offering this
legislation with me. His support has
been instrumental in ensuring the con-
sideration of this bill, and I am deeply
grateful to him.

A hundred years ago this November,
the ©people of Montana elected
Jeannette Rankin to the United States
House of Representatives. She was the
first woman elected to Congress and
was elected before passage of the 19th
Amendment, which granted women the
right to vote.

Jeannette Rankin was a trailblazer
her entire life. In 1902, she graduated
from the University of Montana with a
degree in biology.

Afterward, she would become active
in the women’s suffrage movement,
moving to New York City and assisting
in the founding of the New York
Woman Suffrage Party and working for
the National American Woman Suf-
frage Party.

She would return to Montana and
was elected to office in the congres-
sional election of 1916. Upon winning,
she declared: “I may be the first
woman Member of Congress, but I
won’t be the last.”

I am happy to say she was right.
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In recognition of Congresswoman
Jeannette Rankin’s many accomplish-
ments and in celebration of the centen-
nial anniversary of her election to Con-
gress, Representative ZINKE and I in-
troduced the 100 Years of Women in
Congress Act.

Because Jeannette Rankin was a
woman of science more than 100 years
before our current push to have more
women enter STEM fields, we felt it
appropriate to rename the Department
of Agriculture’s Women and Minorities
in STEM Fields Grant Program after
her.

This program currently supports col-
laborative research projects at institu-
tions of higher education, which seek
to increase the participation of women
and minorities from rural areas in
STEM fields. It will continue to do so
into the future, but now it will also
recognize the many contributions
Jeannette Rankin made to American
life.

Mr. Speaker, thank you again for al-
lowing this legislation to come to the
floor today, and I thank Congressman
ZINKE for partnering with me on it.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this measure.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
all Members to join me and all of us
here in support of this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, it has been 100 years since the
first woman was elected to serve in
this great institution, and now I am
blessed to serve with so many great
women on both sides of the aisle.

This is a recognition that is long
overdue.

I urge all of my colleagues, along
with those you have already heard
today, to support this important piece
of legislation to give Ms. Rankin the
respect and the honor that she deserves
when she walked here 100 years ago.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 4570, the “100 Years
of Women in Congress Act,” which renames
the existing Women and Minorities in STEM
Fields Program, or WAMS program, through
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, as the
“Jeannette Rankin Women and Minorities in
STEM Fields Program.”

| commend Congresswoman MENG and
Congressman ZINKE for introducing this bipar-
tisan legislation which:

Highlights the importance and contributions
of women Members in Congress;

Recognizes the importance of the Suffrag-
ette Movement in achieving opportunities for
women;

Emphasizes the imperative of promoting
education for women in STEM; and

Affirms our nation’s commitment to expand-
ing opportunities for rural women in my home
state of Texas and across the country.

This year marks the 100th anniversary of
the first woman being elected to Congress,
Representative Jeannette Rankin of Montana.

This bill is a fitting way to honor Represent-
ative Rankin’s legacy, and to celebrate the
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many contributions of the female lawmakers
who have succeeded her in this institution.

Jeannette Rankin was a trailblazer who
broke barriers throughout her lifetime and
whose example continues to inspire women
the world over.

She graduated from the University of Mon-
tana with a biology degree in 1902.

She later became active in the women’s suf-
frage movement, organizing the New York
Women’s Suffrage Party and working for the
National American Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion.

In 1916, Representative Rankin became the
first woman elected to Congress, even before
the ratification of the 19th Amendment, which
guaranteed the right to vote to women.

For all of her contributions to women’s
rights, to political activism, and to this institu-
tion, it is only fitting to pay tribute to her
achievements.

The USDA WAMS program was created
specifically to encourage women and minori-
ties from rural areas to participate in research
and projects in the sciences.

Women and minorities have been and con-
tinue to be underrepresented in STEM fields.

Although women make up 47 percent of the
total U.S. labor force, they comprise only 36
percent of the computing workforce, 24 per-
cent of the engineering workforce, and 18 per-
cent of the advanced manufacturing work-
force.

Indeed, minority representation in STEM
fields is even lower, with African-American and
Latino workers comprising 29 percent of the
general workforce, but only 15 percent of the
computing workforce, 12 percent of the engi-
neering workforce, and 6 percent of the ad-
vanced manufacturing workforce.

The WAMS program is one way that we can
address these glaring disparities.

WAMS grants are awarded to universities
and institutions of higher learning to distribute
to eligible applicants, and they prioritize
projects and programs of particular relevance
to USDA.

Recipient institutions have used WAMS
grants for worthy endeavors, such as: estab-
lishing a WAMS fellowship program for women
and minority high school students in rural
areas; providing mentorship and hands-on,
service-based learning to high school students
and undergraduates in particular STEM fields;
and offering mentoring services to current un-
dergraduates to help them successfully com-
plete STEM-based degrees.

Because Representative Rankin is a grad-
uate of the sciences from a rural area, renam-
ing the WAMS program as the Jeannette
Rankin Women and Minorities in STEM Fields
Program is the perfect way to honor her leg-
acy as a woman of the sciences and the first
woman elected to Congress, and to encour-
age the next generation of women and minori-
ties from rural areas to take up STEM fields.

| join my colleagues in support of this impor-
tant measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4570.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

CAPTAIN JOHN E. MORAN AND
CAPTAIN WILLIAM WYLIE GALT
ARMED FORCES RESERVE CEN-
TER

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
719) to rename the Armed Forces Re-
serve Center in Great Falls, Montana,
the Captain John E. Moran and Cap-
tain William Wylie Galt Armed Forces
Reserve Center.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 719

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RENAMING OF THE ARMED FORCES
RESERVE CENTER IN GREAT FALLS,
MONTANA, AS THE CAPTAIN JOHN E.
MORAN AND CAPTAIN WILLIAM

WYLIE GALT ARMED FORCES RE-
SERVE CENTER.

(a) RENAMING.—The Armed Forces Reserve
Center in Great Falls, Montana, shall here-
after be known and designated as the ‘“‘Cap-
tain John E. Moran and Captain William
Wylie Galt Armed Forces Reserve Center’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, map, regulation, map, document, paper,
other record of the United States to the fa-
cility referred to in subsection (a) shall be
considered to be a reference to the Captain
John E. Moran and Captain William Wylie
Galt Armed Forces Reserve Center.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. ZINKE) and the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Montana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana?

There was no objection.

Mr. ZINKE. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 719 and my companion bill, H.R.
1521, to honor Montana Medal of Honor
recipients Captain John E. Moran and
Captain William Wylie Galt and re-
name the Armed Forces Reserve Center
in Great Falls, Montana, in their
honor.

Captain John E. Moran served in the
Philippine-American war and was
awarded the Medal of Honor in 1910 for
fearlessly leading a small body of
troops under severe fire and through
waist-deep water in the attack against
the enemy.

Captain William Wylie Galt served in
World War II and was awarded the
Medal of Honor in 1945 for gallantry
above and beyond the call of duty.
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