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Sharra’s efforts have been dedicated
to assisting central Washington’s con-
stituents and keeping their concerns
front and center.

On a personal note, there is simply
not enough time to recount the number
of stories, many filled with laughter
and some with tears, which might en-
capsulate the last 10 years of working
with Sharra Finley. Suffice it to say
that she will be missed.

I am grateful for Sharra’s hard work,
for her sense of humor, and for her
friendship. I look forward to her next
steps as someone who is dedicated to
her community and to her family, her
husband Ellery, her daughters Emma
and Abby, and her son Lane.

Congratulations to Sharra Finley on
a job well done.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 36
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DONOVAN) at noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Bless abundantly the Members of this
people’s House. During this season of
new growth, may Your redemptive
power help them to see new ways to
productive service, fresh approaches to
understanding each other, especially
those across the aisle, and renewed
commitment to solving the problems
facing our Nation.

May they, and may we all, be trans-
formed by Your grace and better re-
flect the sense of wonder, even joy, at
the opportunities to serve that are ever
before us.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. GIBBS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. GIBBS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——
A SEVEN-PAGE PLAN WILL NOT
WORK
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last month, the Director of
the Defense Intelligence Agency testi-
fied that ISIL-Daesh will attempt mass
murder within the TUnited States.
Sadly, despite these many threats, the
President has failed to take ISIL seri-
ously, dismissing them as the “JV
team” and describing them as ‘‘con-
tained.”

It took an act of Congress to compel
the President to submit a plan to de-
feat ISIL and violent extremists. Over
a month after the February deadline,
his plan of a pathetic seven pages was
released. This is not a serious plan to
protect American families, eliminating
terrorist safe havens.

This is not a real plan because it does
not directly reference radical Islam or
jihad once. It is not a real plan because
it only outlines past activities. It clari-
fies the President’s legacy of failure.

Sadly, it is clear that this does not
provide a path to defeat ISIL and mass
murderers. While I have confidence in
our servicemembers and military lead-
ers, they deserve a clear mission. Seven
pages is not sufficient, as American
families are at risk of attack.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

————

GOLDMAN SACHS SHOULD BE
HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR ITS
ACTIONS

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

13

marks.)
Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, the Justice Department

reached a settlement with Goldman
Sachs, where Goldman Sachs is paying
$5 Dbillion as a result of selling bad
mortgages to good people.

I want to ask the question a Vermont
banker asked me: Why isn’t anybody
going to jail?

What they did is put together mort-
gages that were designed to fail, and
then they sold them to police officers,
to teachers, to folks who have pension
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funds, with trust that Goldman Sachs
was working for them.

So the banker’s question from
Vermont—why didn’t anyone go to
jail?—that is the question.

There is a second question: Why are
the taxpayers paying over half of this
settlement? It is tax deductible. The $5
billion settlement, $2.4 billion civil
penalty Goldman pays, but the rest of
it, about $2.6 billion, is deductible.

And why should the taxpayers be on
the hook for the misconduct, inten-
tional misconduct, cruel misconduct,
unnecessary misconduct?

Taxpayers should not be paying a

cent, and the people accountable
should be going to jail.
————

SUPPORTING THE GREAT STRIDES
MIAMI 2016 TO CURE CYSTIC FI-
BROSIS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to support Great Strides
Miami 2016 and the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.

Cystic fibrosis is a tragic, genetic
disease that can cause a buildup of
thick mucous in the lungs and other
organs, leading to frequent infections
and organ failure.

This coming Sunday, April 17, at 9
a.m., I urge my fellow south Floridians
to participate in the 5K walk at his-
toric Virginia Key Beach, located in
my congressional district, to raise
awareness for the need for a cure to
this terrible disease.

Delaney Jade Binker, right here,
what a beautiful child. Delaney Jade
Binker, seen here with her Iloving
grandmother, Bonnee, is just one of
some 30,000 Americans who desperately
deserve more effective treatments and
a cure.

Please consider taking a few hours of
your weekend to walk at Great Strides
Miami to help Delaney and so many
others add more tomorrows to their
precious young lives.

———

TAX DAY AND NO CONGRESSIONAL
BUDGET

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow is tax day, April 15. It is also
the day that, by law, the U.S. Congress
is supposed to introduce a budget.

Mr. Speaker, the sad truth is that the
Republican House leadership is failing
to meet even this most basic responsi-
bility. Despite Speaker RYAN’s promise
months ago to return this House to
regular order and restore the American
people’s faith that this body is working
to address the needs of everyday Amer-
icans, House Republicans cannot even
bring themselves to agree on a budget
for us to vote on.

Hardworking American families de-
serve a Congress that invests in the fu-
ture, protects their safety, and creates
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a level playing field for them and their
children to succeed. Hardworking
Americans deserve a Congress that will
address the growing threat of the Zika
virus, which we now know is becoming
more of a threat and causes birth de-
fects. We need to address it.

Democrats will continue to press for
a budget that creates jobs, raises the
paychecks of the American people, and
keeps them safe, while reducing the
budget in a balanced and responsible
way.

————

RECOGNIZING FOR-BOTS ROBOTICS
TEAM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, last week, I
visited Forbush Elementary School in
East Bend, North Carolina. While I was
there, I had a chance to meet with the
impressive students who are a part of
the For-BOTS robotics team.

Although Forbush Elementary has
only had a robotics team for 2 years,
its students are already racking up
awards. The For-BOTS team was
named the grand champion of Yadkin
County’s First Lego League Robotics
Tournament.

The team also placed first in the
Robot Table Performance and Project
Presentation categories in a regional
tournament in Boone. Additionally,
the For-BOTS placed first in Robot
Programming in the North Carolina
first Lego League Tournament, and
they claimed a second place award in
Robot Table Performance.

It is always a pleasure to visit
Yadkin County Schools and witness
the great things happening in class-
rooms across the county. It is clear the
teachers and the administrators at
Forbush Elementary are providing an
educational experience that equips stu-
dents for success.

——
SUPPORT THE TREAT ACT

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, in 2014,
28,000 Americans died from an overdose
of opioid drugs, an annual total that
has quadrupled since 1999. In Erie
County, 11 people die per week from
suspected opioid overdoses. Yet one in
nine Americans with substance abuse
problems—Iless than one in nine—are
currently receiving treatment for their
disorder. One cause is a cap that limits
the number of patients a doctor can
treat with opioid treatment medica-
tions such as Suboxone.

I have introduced legislation to raise
these caps and expand prescribing au-
thority to physician assistants and
nurse practitioners, which is especially
important in medically underserved
communities. When treatment was ap-
proved for use in France without pa-
tient caps, the opioid overdose debt
rate declined by 85 percent in 5 years.
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I urge my colleagues to support the
TREAT Act, to give professionals the
tools they need to treat addiction and
our families new hope for recovery.

———

WATER RESOURCES

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, this week I
spoke to a group of civil engineers,
local water utility managers, and oth-
ers involved in the water infrastruc-
ture industry at their 2016 Water Week
Conference.

While roads and bridges and airports
and train tracks get a lot of attention,
water infrastructure is just as critical
to the health of our Nation’s economy.
Water transportation is the safest and
most fuel-efficient, least polluting, and
least expensive means of moving goods.

The public and private sectors must
work together to deliver safe and af-
fordable water to millions of Ameri-
cans every day.

In 2014, we wrote a landmark Water
Resources Reform and Development
Act, which was signed into law. It re-
formed the way the Army Corps of En-
gineers studies and completes their
projects; it shortened the nearly end-
less study and environmental review
process; and, most importantly, it in-
cluded no earmarks.

Our economy cannot afford to see the
locks and dams of our Nation’s inland
waterways system fail, preventing
cargo from reaching its destination.
Our agriculture and energy industries
depend on open and secure water trans-
portation systems, and we hope to ac-
complish that in WRRDA 2016.

———

FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD
WAR II CONGRESSIONAL GOLD
MEDAL

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, there
are more than 200,000 Filipino and Fili-
pino American soldiers who responded
to President Roosevelt’s call to duty.
They fought under our American flag
during World War II.

These loyal and courageous soldiers
suffered, fought, and gave up their lives
alongside their American counterparts
throughout the war; yet decades have
gone by, and they are still waiting for
their service to be recognized.

I have introduced H.R. 2737, legisla-
tion that is strongly supported by
Members of both parties and in both
Chambers, to award these deserving
veterans the Congressional Gold Medal
so that our country can show our ap-
preciation and recognize them for their
dedicated service and sacrifice in de-
feating the Imperial Japanese Army.

Today there are just 18,000 of these
Filipino World War II veterans who are
still alive. Time is of the essence. We
cannot afford to wait. I urge my col-
leagues to quickly pass this legislation
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so that these courageous men may be
honored while they are still among us.

—————

NATIONAL CORNBREAD FESTIVAL

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 20th annual Na-
tional Cornbread Festival, which takes
place in my hometown of South Pitts-
burg, Tennessee. This yearly event
brings thousands of folks from around
the country to experience the culture
of southeast Tennessee.

South Pittsburg is also the home of
the iconic American company Lodge
Manufacturing, a major sponsor of the
Cornbread Festival.

Growing up, almost all of us can re-
member a Lodge Cast Iron skillet play-
ing a prominent role in home-cooked
meals. The memories contained in
those skillets and the family time with
our loved ones are some of the most
cherished.

Lodge truly embodies the spirit of
American manufacturing and inge-
nuity. While the trend is for most com-
panies to sell to large companies and
move overseas, Lodge has continued to
operate in Tennessee since 1896. In fact,
many of my constituents have worked
at Lodge Manufacturing for their en-
tire lives, just like their parents and
grandparents.

I appreciate Lodge Manufacturing for
working to keep those American
dreams alive, and I want to thank all
those who play a role in hosting the
National Cornbread Festival.

——
0 1215

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, like
many Americans, I spent last weekend
struggling through my taxes, and I
would like to know, like other Ameri-
cans, that that money is going to be
used in a responsible way and that we
are going to move toward fiscal sta-
bility around here.

I am the lead Democratic sponsor of
Mr. GOODLATTE’S constitutional
amendment to require a balanced budg-
et. In my opinion, the only way you are
going to get Congress to get serious is
to have a constitutional requirement
that the budget be balanced and that
the President submit to Congress a bal-
anced budget.

You can’t pretend you are going to
do it just by cutting the heck out of ev-
erything. It has to include revenues,
has to close tax loopholes and overseas
tax havens and a whole bunch of other
things that are leading to revenue
losses.

So I am introducing an improved
amendment over and above that from
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