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Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
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Stewart
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Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
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Westerman
Whitfield
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Wilson (SC)
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NOT VOTING—23
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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 22, | was unavoidably detained on official
business and missed the vote. The vote was
on H. Res. 581, the rule providing for consid-
eration of H.R. 1927, the Fairness in Class
Action Litigation Act of 2015. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

————————

MOMENT OF SILENCE TO MOURN
THE 11 LIVES LOST IN MIS-
SISSIPPI'S DISASTROUS WINTER
STORM

(Mr. KELLY of Mississippi asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I am joined today by Con-
gressmen THOMPSON, HARPER, and
PALAZZO, all from Mississippi.

We rise to mourn the 11 lives that
were lost in Mississippi due to severe
weather over the Christmas holiday.
We had 11 deaths and 57 injuries re-
ported in Benton, Coahoma, Marshall,
and Tippah Counties, which are two of
our four districts.

On Governor Bryant’s request, Presi-
dent Obama issued a major disaster
declaration for the State of Mis-
sissippi. The Presidential disaster dec-
laration makes Federal assistance
available to eligible individuals and
business owners in designated areas.

As I visited the impacted areas, I was
saddened by the amount of destruction,
of the loss of property, and, most im-
portantly, of the loss of life; but I was
uplifted by neighbors helping neigh-
bors, by friends helping friends, and by
strangers helping strangers. That is
the strength of Mississippi: The people
who come together to help each other
in times of need.

I cannot begin to imagine the sense
of loss felt by the families who were af-
fected. We ask our colleagues to join us
in continuing to lift them up in prayer.

Mr. Speaker, I ask for a moment of
silence.
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MOURNING THE 11 LIVES LOST IN
MISSISSIPPI'S DISASTROUS WIN-
TER STORM

(Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, as the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. KELLY) indicated, Mis-
sissippi was hit very hard with torna-
does. There were 11 deaths, and there
was significant damage. We have re-
ceived a disaster declaration.

I want to pay a special tribute to our
system of disaster response, which
worked. Federal, State, and local offi-
cials came together and responded just
like the textbook said they should. No-
where have we received any complaints
about help not being available.

So if there is any good that we can
talk about coming from such a dis-
aster, it is this: The system that Con-
gress put together for government to
respond to its citizens in the time of
disaster worked during this particular
disaster in Mississippi.

——
O 1730
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
wish to state for the RECORD how I
would have voted on rollcall votes 7 to
23 that I missed today because I was
detained in my district on official busi-
ness:

On rollcall vote No. 7, I would have
voted ‘“‘aye,” the Johnson amendment.

On rollcall vote No. 8, I would have
voted ‘‘aye,” the Cummings-Connolly
amendment.

On rollcall vote No. 9, the Lynch
amendment, I would have voted ‘‘aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 10, the Jackson
Lee amendment offered by Mr. JOHN-
SON, I would have voted ‘“‘aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 11, I would have
voted ‘‘aye,” Messrs. Cummings-Con-
nolly amendment.

On rollcall vote No. 12, I would have
vote ‘‘aye,” Democratic motion to re-
commit on H.R. 712.

On rollcall vote No. 13, I would have
voted ‘“‘no”’ on passage of H.R. 712, Sun-
shine for Regulatory Decrees and Set-
tlements Act of 2015.

On rollcall vote No. 14, I would have
voted ‘‘aye’” on the Johnson amend-
ment.

On rollcall vote No. 15, I would have
voted ‘‘aye” on the Cummings-Con-
nolly amendment.

On rollcall vote No. 16, I would have
voted ‘‘aye’ on the Cicilline amend-
ment.

On rollcall vote No. 17, T would have
voted ‘“‘aye’” on the DelBene amend-

ment.
On rollcall vote No. 18, the Jackson
Lee amendment offered by Mr.

CICILLINE, I would have voted ‘‘aye.”
And on rollcall vote No. 19, I would
have voted ‘‘aye.” This is on H.R. 1155,
the SCRUB Act of 2015.
On Thursday, January 6, | was unavoidably
detained in my congressional district attending
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to my representational duties and thus not
present for rollcall Votes 7 through 23. Had |
been present, | would have voted as follows:

1. On rollcall 7 | would have voted “aye.”
(Johnson (GA) Amendment to H.R. 712, Sun-
shine for Regulatory Decrees and Settlements
Act of 2015).

2. On rollcall 8 | would have voted “aye.”
(Cummings/Connolly Amendment to H.R. 712,
Sunshine for Regulatory Decrees and Settle-
ments Act of 2015).

3. On rollcall 9 | would have voted “aye.”
(Lynch Amendment to H.R. 712, Sunshine for
Regulatory Decrees and Settlements Act of
2015).

4. On rolicall 10 | would have voted “aye.”
(Jackson Lee/Johnson (GA) Amendment to
H.R. 712, Sunshine for Regulatory Decrees
and Settlements Act of 2015).

5. On rolicall 11 | would have voted “aye.”
(Cummings/Connolly Amendment to H.R. 712,
Sunshine for Regulatory Decrees and Settle-
ments Act of 2015).

6. On rolicall 12 | would have voted “aye.”
(Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 712,
Sunshine for Regulatory Decrees and Settle-
ments Act of 2015).

7. On rollcall 13 | would have voted “no.”
(On Passage of H.R. 712, Sunshine for Regu-
latory Decrees and Settlements Act of 2015).

8. On rolicall 14 | would have voted “aye.”
(Johnson (GA) Amendment to H.R. 1155,
SCRUB Act of 2015).

9. On rollcall 15 | would have voted “aye.”
(Cummings/Connolly Amendment to H.R.
1155, SCRUB Act of 2015).

10. On rollcall 16 | would have voted “aye.”
(Cicilline Amendment to H.R. 1155, SCRUB
Act of 2015).

11. On rolicall 17 | would have voted “aye.”
(DelBene Amendment to H.R. 1155, SCRUB
Act of 2015).

12. On rollcall 18 | would have voted “aye.”
(Jackson Lee/Ciciline Amendment to H.R.
1155, SCRUB Act of 2015).

13. On rollcall 19 | would have voted “aye.”
(Pocan Amendment to H.R. 1155, SCRUB Act
of 2015).

———
MINNESOTA’S FARMING FATHER

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate Oli-
ver Kelley, who was born on this day in
1826. Kelley, a native Bostonian, real-
ized that Minnesota was a land of great
opportunity and moved there in 1849.

Although he had no experience farm-
ing, Kelley became a ‘‘book farmer”
and everything that he first learned
about agriculture, he got from reading.
Kelley’s thirst for knowledge, great in-
tuition, and progressive methods al-
lowed his farm in Elk River to thrive.

In 1864, Kelley became a clerk for the
U.S. Bureau of Agriculture. Through
his work, he recognized the importance
of agriculture to our Nation and, in
1867, helped found the National Grange,
a society and advocacy group for rural
America.

Oliver Kelley’s role in agriculture led
to his induction into the National Ag-
ricultural Center and Hall of Fame in
2006.
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The Kelley farm remains an impor-
tant part of our community. Today, it
is a historical property that teaches
thousands of Minnesota school Kkids
about agriculture.

Minnesotans are certainly grateful
for Kelley’s efforts, which have largely
contributed to agricultural success in
our country, and we are proud to have
his legacy maintained in Minnesota’s
Sixth Congressional District.

————

CELEBRATING WILLIAM ‘“BILL”
RAY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to cel-
ebrate the life of an extraordinary
man, William ‘““‘Bill” Ray.

Bill laughed often, and he loved
much. His charm and gentlemanly
character won the respect of many peo-
ple in my community.

Bill worked in my district office as a
community liaison and caseworker for
13 years. You know what? He made a
difference in people’s lives. He was
genuinely interested in people and
things, from the Boy Scouts to Native
Americans and to veterans. He knew
how to find the best in others, and he
gave the best of himself.

Bill loved his wife, Rhonda, and their
son, Jeffrey, with all of his heart and
soul. He loved his country and our
military. He was a true patriot. Bill
was noble in character, genuine in spir-
it, and very kind of heart.

Rhonda, Jeffrey, you have my deep-
est condolences on the passing of your
husband and father. I am blessed to
have known him and to have worked
with him.

———
PRO-LIFE MOVEMENT

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, 54
million, that is the number of lives
that have been cut short in our Nation
by abortion over the 43 years since the
Supreme Court’s infamous Roe v. Wade
decision. That is 54 million children
who were never given the chance to ex-
perience the world around them, and 54
million human beings who were denied
the natural and inalienable right to life
that our Founding Fathers enshrined
in the Declaration of Independence.

As a father, I have watched my son
grow from his first sonogram to a very
active 2-year-old. He looks to me for
protection, for guidance, for comfort.
So too do society’s most innocent and
vulnerable count on us to defend them.

During his visit to the U.S. in 1987,
now-Saint Pope John Paul II re-
marked: ‘“The ultimate test of your
greatness is the way you treat every
human being, but especially the weak-
est and most defenseless ones.”
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I believe we must reach out to moth-
ers in distress, as well as the child that
they are bearing. There are few more
vulnerable and defenseless than the un-
born.

On the 22nd of this month, hundreds
of thousands of Americans will arrive
here in our Nation’s Capital for the an-
nual March for Life. I look forward to
joining them as we work toward that
day when our great Nation will recog-
nize the right to life for all Americans,
especially our unborn children.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, moth-
ers and children from Guatemala, Hon-
duras, and El Salvador come to this
Nation for protection. They are run-
ning from certain death, rape, and per-
secution in their own country.

This administration has deported
more immigrants than any other in the
history of the United States. We were
told that violent criminals would be
targeted. Yet, mothers and children are
being deported. Not only do these raids
tear families and neighborhoods apart,
they waste taxpayer dollars that
should be used on other priorities.

We spend $14,000 per mom and $14,000
per child when they are chased down
and deported. Some are sent to their
country to their death.

So let’s focus on real threats to our
Nation. Let’s focus on working with all
of our Western Hemisphere neighbors
and work to solve the Central Amer-
ican refugee crisis together.

————
ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS

(Mr. LOUDERMILK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, for
those who haven’t been in the House
Chamber, surrounding the inside of
this beautiful building are effigies of
great philosophers and lawgivers that
have influenced the founding of our Na-
tion. One of those, to my right, is that
of Sir William Blackstone.

Now, Blackstone had great influence
upon our Founders, especially that of
Thomas Jefferson. In fact, it was
Blackstone who influenced the three
enumerated rights of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.

Mr. Speaker, let me read from Black-
stone’s Commentary, the very docu-
ment which influenced Thomas Jeffer-
son to make life the very first right
that is given by government.

Blackstone said: ‘‘Life is the imme-
diate gift of God, a right inherent by
nature in every individual; and it be-
gins in contemplation of law as soon as
an infant is able to stir in the mother’s
womb.”’

That is one of the foundations of this
Nation, that life begins at conception.
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