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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1335 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, on March 

16, 2016, I was unavoidably detained due to 
a family member’s health emergency. Had I 
been present, I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 
116, 117, 123, 124, 125, and 126, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall No. 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JODY B. HICE of Georgia). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman 
from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S VISIT TO 
CUBA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
President Obama’s trip to Cuba is ill- 
conceived and premature. A fun trip, 
the President labeled it. The visit 
comes on the heels of declarations by 
the Communist Party that it will ‘‘not 
give up a single inch in the defense of 
revolutionary and anti-imperialist 
ideals.’’ 

Harrumph. This translates to over 
2,555 arbitrary detentions of peaceful 

protesters between January and Feb-
ruary of 2016 alone and over 8,000 ar-
rests just last year. 

The President’s meeting with civil 
society is such a low benchmark, the 
official Cuban newspaper, Granma, 
stated that Obama’s visit destroys the 
myth that Cuba violates human rights. 
The leader of the free world has chosen 
a legacy-shopping photo op enjoying a 
baseball game with a murderer and a 
thug. 

In these critical moments for democ-
racy on the island, we must support 
peaceful demonstrations like the one 
scheduled in south Florida at 11 a.m. 
on Sunday in front of the Bay of Pigs 
monument on 8th Street. 

(English translation of the statement 
made in Spanish is as follows:) 

It will be led by Assembly of the 
Cuban Resistance from Exile, Forum 
for Democracy and Freedom in Cuba, 
and Organization for Foundation for 
the Judicial Rescue. 

It will be led by La Asamblea de la 
Resistencia Cubana desde el exilio, el 
Foro por los Derechos y Libertades 
desde Cuba, y la organización 
Fundación Rescate Jurı́dico. 

The exile community in Miami, who 
has welcomed many of Castro’s former 
political prisoners, is painfully aware 
of the trampling of human rights still 
going on today. This is not a fun trip 
for peaceful dissidents. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Florida will provide the 
Clerk a translation of her remarks. 

f 

IT IS TIME TO INVEST IN 
AMERICA 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today 
Washington, D.C., was a little bit more 
of a mess than usual. The Metro is shut 
down. In part, it is a consequence of 
mismanagement for years; but more 
importantly, it is a statement about 
the deteriorated state of transit in 
America. There is an $80 billion—B, bil-
lion—backlog of capital needed to 
bring existing transit—not new transit 
options to get people out of their cars 
and out of traffic and mitigate conges-
tion—just to bring existing transit sys-
tems up to a state of good repair. 

As I have been talking about this 
around the country for the last couple 
of years, I have been saying, you know, 
things are so bad that they are killing 
people in Washington, D.C., and that is 
what has been happening. It has dete-
riorated to the point where we had one 
accident that killed six people and a 
fire last year that killed one person. 

We need to make these repairs. We 
need them made in America. We have 
the strongest Buy America require-
ments for transit of any part of the 
Federal Government. It will provide 
American jobs. It will give Americans 
better commuting opportunities. It 
will make our people safe on transit. 

But this body has failed to bring for-
ward or even allow a vote on additional 
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funding for transportation infrastruc-
ture in this country. It is a crisis. We 
are becoming third or maybe fourth 
world in our infrastructure. Bridges are 
falling down, potholes, and transit sys-
tems that are falling apart; it is time 
to invest in America. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS FAILURES 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
Veterans Administration failed to con-
tact thousands of veterans who sub-
mitted applications for health care. 
Apparently, those applications were in-
complete, but the VA did not tell the 
vets to correct the applications and re-
submit them; so the applications were 
left pending on a shelf with no action 
by the VA and no health care for the 
veterans. Reports state that nearly 
300,000 veterans died waiting for a reso-
lution from the VA. 

Of course, the VA blamed the vet-
erans. This is a farce. The veterans 
never even received a follow-up call to 
finish their supposedly incomplete ap-
plications. 

These mistakes are that of the VA, 
not the veterans. The VA should be 
ashamed. Government bungling stood 
in the way of these warriors receiving 
health care and broke a promise the 
Nation gave to them. 

The VA’s dysfunctional bureaucrats 
need to be removed, and veterans 
should be allowed to have a voucher 
that gives them the privilege to go to 
their own doctors, doctors who are 
more concerned about health care than 
paperwork. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

REMEMBERING MARTIN OLAV 
SABO 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the well of the floor today to pay 
homage and honor to a great Minneso-
tan and a Member of this body, Martin 
Olav Sabo. He was the Congressperson 
who preceded me to represent the Fifth 
Congressional District. 

I can say without any reservation 
that very, very few people can boast to 
be greater public servants than Martin 
Sabo in my State of Minnesota or in 
America. 

Martin Sabo served for more than 40 
years in public life, 28 years in Con-
gress. He was the chair of the Com-
mittee on the Budget, and he was also 
a good friend to all. I will say that he 
was always gracious and well-man-
nered. He was a helpful person, and he 
was available to mentor literally hun-
dreds of Minnesota politicians, public 
activists, and servants. 

It is with a heavy heart that I give 
these remarks because, of course, it 

would be wonderful to have all of our 
friends, including Martin Sabo, be with 
us for a long, long time; but, of course, 
every one of us does leave this world, 
and when they do, they would be very, 
very lucky to make the mark that 
Martin Sabo did—a great man, a great 
Minnesotan. 

f 

b 1345 

CHANGE NEEDED AT WMATA 

(Mrs. COMSTOCK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday afternoon the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Authority, our 
Metro system, informed us that they 
would be suspending operations all day 
today and into tonight. 

While I appreciate that the new gen-
eral manager had to make this decision 
to keep our riders safe, what this does 
is highlight many more widespread 
problems throughout the system that 
have been present for years that we 
need to address. We know a culture 
change in management needs to hap-
pen. 

When our delegation met with the 
new manager at the end of last year, 
we told him we needed to have a man-
agement change and that we needed to 
see some action taken quickly. I am 
appreciative the Transportation chair-
man is going to have hearings on this. 

I want to read to you an example of 
why we need changes here. A trainee at 
Metro talked about the incompetence 
there. He said: 

I’ll be honest with you. I studied harder for 
fast-food jobs and waiter jobs when I was in 
college than I did for their training program 
at Metro. Their testing program is a joke. 

This is from a Washingtonian article 
in December of last year. 

WMATA and Metro lifers who 
haven’t left for years need to start 
leaving so that we can have a new man-
agement culture there. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from Wy-
oming (Mrs. LUMMIS) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I wel-

come my colleagues for a Special Order 
about Women’s History Month. 

This month of March we are blessed 
with the opportunity to discuss the op-
portunities particularly presented by 

the Republican Party and the philoso-
phies of the Republican Party as they 
relate to women, women’s history and 
women’s future and the opportunity to 
be involved in building women up and 
providing opportunities in the future, 
an opportunity culture that is shared 
by men and women to make sure that 
our homeland is safe and secure, to 
make sure that our families are in an 
environment that will be uplifting. 
These are some of the topics we will be 
discussing today. 

I am joined by several colleagues, 
one of whom I would like to call on 
first. Incidentally, the first colleague I 
am calling on is a Republican man with 
whom I graduated from law school as a 
student at the University of Wyoming 
College of Law. 

My own home State of Wyoming is 
the first government in the world to 
continuously grant women the right to 
vote. That occurred in 1869. Colorado, 
the home State of this gentleman, is 
the first State to grant women the 
right to vote. 

I yield to the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. BUCK). 

Mr. BUCK. I thank the gentlewoman 
from Wyoming, my friend and law 
school classmate, for her great leader-
ship on this issue. 

I am proud to come from a State that 
was not only the first to give women 
the right to vote, but the first to elect 
women to the State legislature. My 
wife Perry is continuing that great tra-
dition as a member of the Colorado 
General Assembly. 

Many women have impacted our 
neighborhoods, our communities, and 
our Nation. But I want to speak briefly 
today about the many women who will 
impact our world. 

They have ideas and ambitions and 
callings. They have machines to in-
vent, deals to negotiate, people to heal, 
diseases to cure, and legislation to 
pass. 

Republicans are advancing an agenda 
to help these women impact our future. 
We are focused on making the country 
more secure, on creating jobs, on re-
placing ObamaCare with a patient-cen-
tered alternative, on extending oppor-
tunity to all children, and on pro-
tecting the freedom at the heart of our 
prosperity. 

Women don’t need government get-
ting in their way. That is why the ef-
forts of Congress to reassert its author-
ity and roll back executive overreach 
are so vital. 

Congress has the responsibility to 
create an environment where women 
thrive. In 100 years, I hope we are cele-
brating the women who made this 
country great, not lamenting the gov-
ernment that stopped them. 

Mrs. LUMMIS. I thank the gen-
tleman for being here today and ac-
knowledging the importance of Wom-
en’s History Month and the involve-
ment of women in politics and govern-
ment and for his leadership in his home 
State of Colorado. 

Next I would like to yield to a long-
standing colleague who is well known 
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