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It is no secret that the Hoosier State 

is home to hardworking, innovative, 
and compassionate people. In the 
Eighth District, we are leading the 
way. 

Today I want to highlight a couple of 
great accomplishments in Princeton, 
Indiana. 

Earlier this month high school senior 
Jackie Young, a star guard at Prince-
ton Community High School, was 
awarded the Naismith Trophy. This 
prestigious award is presented annu-
ally to the men and women’s college 
and high school basketball players who 
achieve great success on the court and 
solidifies Jackie as the Nation’s top 
high school woman basketball player. 

To us in southern Indiana, the award 
comes as no surprise. With 3,268 career 
points, Jackie is Indiana’s all-time 
leading scorer. She is a natural leader 
on and off the court. 

Congratulations to Jackie. We wish 
her all the best as she prepares for her 
next step, playing for Notre Dame. 

Additionally, a community leader 
and anchor of our local economy, Toy-
ota Motor Manufacturing, will soon 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of its 
ground breaking in Gibson County. 

Over the past 20 years, the plant has 
been a leader in economic development 
for our region, providing thousands of 
jobs and supporting local organiza-
tions. 

I have had the pleasure of meeting 
many of the hardworking and dedi-
cated team members at Toyota in 
Princeton. These men and women 
make quality products in Indiana that 
are being sold across the country and 
around the world, and they take pride 
in doing it. 

On behalf of all Hoosiers across the 
Eighth District, I thank everyone at 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing for your 
continued commitment to our commu-
nity and congratulate them on this tre-
mendous milestone. 

As one of Indiana’s designated Stel-
lar Communities, Princeton is, without 
a doubt, a shining example of what our 
great State has to offer. It is an honor 
and privilege to represent the people of 
Gibson County and Princeton here in 
Congress. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WENO-
NAH HIGH SCHOOL LADY DRAG-
ONS ON THIRD CONSECUTIVE 
ALABAMA GIRLS 5A BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I have the great pleasure of rising 
today for the third time in 3 years to 
congratulate the Wenonah High School 
Lady Dragons on winning their third 
consecutive Alabama girls class 5A bas-
ketball championship. 

The Lady Dragons beat Central High 
School from Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 58– 
33, imploring what the local news said 
was a suffocating pressure defense to 

cruise to their third consecutive title 
on March 5, 2016, at the Birmingham- 
Jefferson Convention Complex Legacy 
Arena in Birmingham, Alabama. The 
Wenonah Lady Dragons forced 32 turn-
overs that resulted in 19 points on their 
way to victory. 

‘‘The sign on our wall says ‘Dis-
cipline plus defense equals champion-
ships,’ ’’ said Wenonah High School 
coach Emanuel Bell. ‘‘We’re going to 
press. That’s what we do.’’ They put 
pressure on the other side. 

b 1030 
The MVP of the game was Alexus 

Dye, who scored 12 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds. ‘‘Our defense is what got 
us here and led us to the win,’’ said 
Dye. 

The other star of the team was Weno-
nah’s very own Kaitlyn Rodgers, who 
scored 12 points, grabbed 14 rebounds, 
blocked 6 shots, handed out 3 assists, 
and added 2 steals. ‘‘This is what we 
came here for, and we want to go out 
with a bang,’’ said Rodgers. 

Mr. Speaker, more noteworthy is the 
fact that, according to Coach Bell, 
‘‘Every kid on my time averages a 3.0 
GPA or higher. It’s easy to coach play-
ers with academic and athletic talent,’’ 
says Coach Bell. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate 
the month of March as Women’s His-
tory Month, recognizing trailblazing 
women throughout our history, clearly 
these young women have blazed their 
own remarkable path, both athletically 
and academically as student athletes, 
and we are happy, proud to commend 
them. 

So on behalf of Alabama’s Seventh 
Congressional District, I want to ex-
tend a heartfelt congratulations to 
these outstanding players and to Coach 
Bell. 

While March Madness has gripped the 
rest of the State and the Nation, in 
Birmingham, Alabama, we are very 
proud of Wenonah High School’s Lady 
Dragons. I am confident that these 
young ladies have bright futures ahead 
of them, and we will look back on these 
3 consecutive years of championship 
wins with great accomplishment and 
pride. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all who call upon 
Your name. Send Your Spirit to fill 
their hearts with those divine gifts You 
have prepared for them. 

May Your grace find expression in 
their compassion for the weak and the 
poor among us, and may Your mercy 
encourage good will in all they do and 
accomplish this day. 

As the Members of the people’s House 
face the demands of our time, grant 
them and us all Your peace and 
strength, that we might act justly, 
love tenderly, and walk humbly with 
You. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

ISIL-DAESH CHEMICAL ATTACKS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this weekend we learned that 
ISIL/Daesh has continued their use of 
chemical attacks against innocent ci-
vilians, including children, with two 
attacks in northern Iraq. Over 600 peo-
ple suffered burns, suffocation, and de-
hydration. And, sadly, a young child, 
Fatima, died from Saturday’s mur-
derous attack. 

Officials have confirmed that ISIL 
has used chlorine and low-grade mus-
tard gas to kill, incapacitate, and in-
cite fear. Recent news reports say ISIL 
developed a special unit for chemical 
and biological attacks, which is a 
threat to American families. 

It is sad that the President’s legacy 
is weakness. He has not submitted a 
plan to Congress to defeat ISIL, and 
has repeatedly belittled their threat of 
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mass murder to American families. His 
legacy of failure is drowned children 
fleeing violence and dead children from 
chemical attacks. 

I am grateful that the House of Rep-
resentatives took a decisive stance 
against ISIL this week, accurately 
calling actions against Christians and 
other minorities genocide. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

God bless Hammond School. 
f 

STOP THE GENOCIDE 
(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Con. Res. 75, which was 
passed unanimously Monday evening 
by the House. I regret that a family 
commitment kept me from being 
present for the vote on this important 
bill, which I am proud to cosponsor. 

It has been with horror and dismay 
that we have watched the barbaric acts 
of ISIL against ethnic and religious 
minorities in Syria and Iraq. Proud 
people, including many Christians who 
have lived in the region for centuries, 
have been wiped out in a campaign of 
rape, forced conversion, and murder. 

The crimes qualify as genocide, and 
they must be called as such. The global 
community has a duty, stemming both 
from the Genocide Convention and our 
common humanity, to destroy and de-
feat ISIL and to provide safe haven for 
those fleeing their monstrous acts. 

The campaign of genocide against re-
ligious and ethnic minorities in Syria 
and Iraq must be stopped, and those re-
sponsible must face justice. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
(Mr. BENISHEK asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Women’s His-
tory Month. 

Since President Reagan’s administra-
tion, we have designated the month of 
March as a time to acknowledge the 
enormous impact that generations of 
women have had on all of our lives. 

I have been blessed to have many 
strong women in my life, from the 
medical professionals who worked by 
my side at both the Iron Mountain VA 
and Dickinson Memorial Hospital to 
the strong women in my family, and, 
finally, the many Members of Congress 
that I am humbled to serve beside 
today. 

It is important to recognize the di-
verse and irreplaceable contributions 
that these women and so many others 
have made to our society while also ac-
knowledging that there is still much 
work to be done. 

While we recognize Women’s History 
Month this March, we should honor the 

important role that women play in our 
society every day and do our part to 
ensure that everyone has the oppor-
tunity to make their mark in the fu-
ture. 

f 

BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in recognition of Brain Awareness 
Week, part of a global campaign to in-
crease public awareness about the ben-
efits of brain research and the progress 
that has been made to address trau-
matic brain injuries. 

TBIs are a significant health issue af-
fecting our servicemembers, veterans, 
athletes and ordinary citizens. Military 
members are at increased risk for sus-
taining a TBI compared to civilians. 

That is why I authored a law requir-
ing the VA to assess its capacity to 
treat veterans with TBI and develop 
policies for TBI care and rehabilita-
tion. 

I recently toured the Stanford Neuro-
sciences Institute to see how research 
can prevent and treat brain injuries 
and chronic traumatic encephalopathy, 
or CTE, a condition that typically af-
fects people who experience repetitive 
brain traumas. Just this week the NFL 
admitted that there is a connection be-
tween football and CTE. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Brain Awareness Week. 

f 

HONORING GENERAL JOHN ‘‘DOC’’ 
BAHNSEN, JR. 

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Brigadier General 
John ‘‘Doc’’ Bahnsen, Jr., a Hancock 
County, West Virginia, resident who 
was recently recognized as a 2016 West 
Point Distinguished Graduate. I am 
honored to count Doc and his wife 
Peggy as my friends, and I cannot 
think of a man more deserving of this 
award. 

General Bahnsen graduated from 
West Point in 1956 and began a 30-year 
career in the Army, including two 
tours in Vietnam. A member of the air 
cavalry, he piloted Hueys under fire. 

He was one of the most highly deco-
rated officers in Vietnam and was 
awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross, five Silver Stars, and two Purple 
Hearts. 

After Vietnam, General Bahnsen con-
tinued his service and helped to estab-
lish the National Training Center, 
where our soldiers prepare for deploy-
ment overseas. 

In retirement, Doc has remained an 
active alumni at the Academy. He fre-
quently travels to West Point to give 
lectures to cadets and is a leading 
booster for the West Point Rugby 
Team. 

General Bahnsen is a true role model 
for America, and we should all strive to 
ascribe to his virtues. Through a life of 
service, he has proven how dedication, 
pragmatism, and patriotism can help 
make this country great again. 

f 

LOUIS VAN IERSEL POST OFFICE 
(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
memory of Mr. Louis Van Iersel by in-
troducing a bill to rename the Sierra 
Madre post office in his memory. 

Mr. Van Iersel’s incredible life is a 
true example of the American Dream. 
He arrived in the United States as an 
immigrant from the Netherlands in 
1917 and enlisted in the U.S. Army the 
very next day. He learned English 
while working in the kitchen before 
moving on to the battlefield. 

For his acts of bravery that saved 
over 1,000 American lives on a single 
mission, Mr. Van Iersel was awarded 
our Nation’s highest recognition, the 
Medal of Honor. 

After the war, Mr. Van Iersel moved 
to my district, in the city of Sierra 
Madre, to raise his family. But when 
World War II began, Mr. Van Iersel, 
along with his three sons, reenlisted, 
this time serving in the Marines. 

An immigrant, veteran, father, and 
husband, Mr. Van Iersel exemplified 
courage and service to his country. It 
is my honor to memorialize him for-
ever in this way. 

f 

HEIDI LAWRENCE’S STORY 
(Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, West Virginia’s families are 
struggling to make ends meet due to 
the war on coal. As coal mines close 
due to crushing regulations from this 
administration, families are forced to 
make tough choices to survive. 

Heidi Lawrence lives with her family 
in Cyclone, West Virginia. Her husband 
lost his coal-mining job more than 5 
months ago. Here is her story: 

We are doing everything we can do to pay 
our bills and raise our three kids. 

We have already lost vehicles because it 
takes everything that he gets in unemploy-
ment to pay the house payment and power 
bill, two things that we have to try to keep, 
not to mention all the other bills that just 
don’t get paid because we can’t afford them. 

My husband is a hardworking man. He has 
worked for 8 years in the coal mines for what 
we have, and we are now losing it. 

Mr. Speaker, Heidi is a true West 
Virginia coal voice. Her family is an 
example of what happens when Wash-
ington regulates our coal jobs out of 
existence. 

f 

BLEEDING DISORDERS 
AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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