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Boothwyn,
graduated.

Officer Colson then went on to play
wide receiver and defensive back at
Randolph-Macon College in Ashland,
Virginia. His college football coach re-
called Colson as ‘‘a really respectful
kid and just a high-character young
man. To be honest, he wasn’t a great
player, but he was a really great per-
son.”

Officer Jacai Colson was the grand-
son of a career police officer. He him-
self joined the Prince George’s County
Police Department. After 2 years of
service on the force, he joined the nar-
cotics department. Officer Colson
worked as an undercover detective.
Later this week would have been his
29th birthday.

I well know how difficult a job our
local police officers have. They are
tasked with the tremendous responsi-
bility of meeting the increasingly di-
verse needs of growing populations
with diminishing resources.

At a time of so much national discus-
sion about the relationship of law en-
forcement to our local communities,
Officer Colson reminds us all of the im-
portant service and sacrifice of our
men and women in blue.

Unfortunately, his death makes three
officers that have been shot and killed
in Maryland in 2016. Last month two
officers from the Harford County Sher-
iff’s Office were fatally shot: Senior
Deputy Mark Logsdon and Senior Dep-
uty Patrick Dailey.

Today our police officers are being
asked to be the first line of defense in
our war on terror in addition to car-
rying out more traditional police work.

I want to thank them for their com-
mitment to the citizens and families of
this great State. They are Maryland’s
heroes, and they have my utmost re-
spect and support.

Officer Jacai Colson’s record of serv-
ice was characterized by sacrifice, hard
work, dedication to duty, and, most of
all, by achievement. He leaves behind a
legacy of service that others can and
should aspire to.

Now that his time on Earth has come
to a needlessly premature end, it is my
hope that Officer Jacai Colson has
found the peace he has earned. On be-
half of this House, I extend my sin-
cerest gratitude and condolences to
James and Sheila Colson, his parents;
his entire family; friends; Prince
George’s County Police Chief Hank
Stawinski; Major Kathleen Mills, Dis-
trict 3 Commander; the entire Prince
George’s County Police Department;
and the Fraternal Order of Police
Lodge 89.

May God continue to comfort and
sustain each of you.

——

AMICUS BRIEF ON BEHALF OF
THE U.S. V. TEXAS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 639.
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Mr. Speaker, we are a Nation of im-
migrants. But, more importantly, we
are a Nation of laws. We are also a Na-
tion governed by a Constitution, a Con-
stitution designed by our Founders to
protect the people from government.

This same Constitution enumerates
specific powers to the executive, legis-
lative, and judicial branches, these
same powers that this President has
decided he does not need to uphold.

As a result, we, as a united legisla-
tive body, will act this week against
the President’s executive amnesty and
overreach. We must act because it is
time that Congress—Republicans and
Democrats—stand up for the Constitu-
tion of the United States and against
President Obama, who has decided to
turn his back on the American people.

We must act because the security and
economic opportunity that Americans
are so desperate for today come with
respecting, not undermining, the spirit
of self-government for which our Na-
tion was founded.

Mr. Speaker, the President knows
that he is not permitted to write laws.
Yet, through his executive amnesty, he
is directly attacking Congress’ Article
I power.

Today Congress will once again say
no to President Obama. We will come
together as an institution representing
the American people to promote self-
government.

I will vote in favor of the resolution
on behalf of the great people of Mis-
souri’s Second Congressional District
and in defense of the powerful words of
James Madison in 1788:

“The accumulation of all powers, leg-
islative, executive, and judiciary, in
the same hands, whether of one, a few,
or many, and whether hereditary, self-
appointed, or elective, may justly be
pronounced the very definition of tyr-
anny.”’

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of this resolution and prevent this very
tyranny we see today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

GENOCIDE OF RELIGIOUS
MINORITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for 5 minutes.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, there
were two votes that occurred earlier
this week on House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 75 and House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 121, which deal with very impor-
tant and complex issues that I would
like to talk about this morning.

I cosponsored and voted for House
Concurrent Resolution 75 because of
my grave concern about the genocide
occurring against Christians, Alawites,
Shiites, Druze, Yazidis, and other reli-
gious minorities in Syria.

However, 1 was extremely dis-
appointed by amendment language
that was later added to this resolution
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that provides cover or an excuse for
ISIS and other terrorist organizations
committing this genocide.

Specifically, the language I object to
is the following: ‘“‘The protracted Syr-
ian civil war and the indiscriminate vi-
olence of the Assad regime have con-
tributed to the growth of ISIL and will
continue to do so as long as this con-
flict continues.”

I fully reject this amendment to the
resolution because it gives moral legit-
imacy to the actions of ISIS, al Qaeda,
and others who are committing geno-
cide against Christians, Yazidis, and
other religious minorities in Syria.

This amendment is an obvious at-
tempt to make ISIS look like their
cause is legitimate. This is absolutely
unacceptable and undermines the very
heart and intent of this resolution.

This is very unfortunate because the
problem of the genocide against Chris-
tians, Yazidis, and other religious mi-
norities in Syria is very serious.

In fact, the main area in Syria where
Christians and other religious minori-
ties have any protection today from
being slaughtered and where they can
practice their religious faith without
fear of prosecution is in the territory
that is still controlled by the Syrian
Government of Assad.

The reality is that the language
added to this resolution, coupled with
its sister resolution, House Concurrent
Resolution 121, is really aimed at justi-
fying the overthrow of Assad, the re-
sult of which would be a complete as-
sault and elimination of Christians and
other religious minorities in Syria.

The fact that this resolution, which
was originally introduced to increase
protection for Christians, Yazidis and
other religious minorities, has now
been hijacked so that it becomes a ve-
hicle to increase the likelihood of an
even greater genocide against those re-
ligious minorities is an absolute dis-
grace.

The reality is that, if the Assad re-
gime is overthrown tomorrow, every
Christian, every Yagzidi, and every
other religious minority and ethnic mi-
nority in Syria will be in even greater
danger than ever before from the geno-
cide being perpetrated by ISIS, al
Qaeda, and others who are slaughtering
them.

This resolution is no longer a sincere
effort to protect religious minorities.
It has instead become a resolution to
give more legitimacy to ISIS and al
Qaeda’s genocidal activities and would
bring about an even greater genocide of
those religious minorities by elimi-
nating the only area where they now
have refuge.

———

RECOGNIZING PRINCETON,
INDIANA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to an out-
standing community in Indiana’s
Eighth Congressional District.
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It is no secret that the Hoosier State
is home to hardworking, innovative,
and compassionate people. In the
Eighth District, we are leading the
way.

Today I want to highlight a couple of
great accomplishments in Princeton,
Indiana.

Earlier this month high school senior
Jackie Young, a star guard at Prince-
ton Community High School, was
awarded the Naismith Trophy. This
prestigious award is presented annu-
ally to the men and women’s college
and high school basketball players who
achieve great success on the court and
solidifies Jackie as the Nation’s top
high school woman basketball player.

To us in southern Indiana, the award
comes as no surprise. With 3,268 career
points, Jackie is Indiana’s all-time
leading scorer. She is a natural leader
on and off the court.

Congratulations to Jackie. We wish
her all the best as she prepares for her
next step, playing for Notre Dame.

Additionally, a community leader
and anchor of our local economy, Toy-
ota Motor Manufacturing, will soon
celebrate the 20th anniversary of its
ground breaking in Gibson County.

Over the past 20 years, the plant has
been a leader in economic development
for our region, providing thousands of
jobs and supporting local organiza-
tions.

I have had the pleasure of meeting
many of the hardworking and dedi-
cated team members at Toyota in
Princeton. These men and women
make quality products in Indiana that
are being sold across the country and
around the world, and they take pride
in doing it.

On behalf of all Hoosiers across the
Eighth District, I thank everyone at
Toyota Motor Manufacturing for your
continued commitment to our commu-
nity and congratulate them on this tre-
mendous milestone.

As one of Indiana’s designated Stel-
lar Communities, Princeton is, without
a doubt, a shining example of what our
great State has to offer. It is an honor
and privilege to represent the people of
Gibson County and Princeton here in
Congress.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WENO-
NAH HIGH SCHOOL LADY DRAG-
ONS ON THIRD CONSECUTIVE
ALABAMA GIRLS b5A BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I have the great pleasure of rising
today for the third time in 3 years to
congratulate the Wenonah High School
Lady Dragons on winning their third
consecutive Alabama girls class 5A bas-
ketball championship.

The Lady Dragons beat Central High
School from Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 58—
33, imploring what the local news said
was a suffocating pressure defense to
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cruise to their third consecutive title
on March 5, 2016, at the Birmingham-
Jefferson Convention Complex Legacy
Arena in Birmingham, Alabama. The
Wenonah Lady Dragons forced 32 turn-
overs that resulted in 19 points on their
way to victory.

“The sign on our wall says ‘Dis-
cipline plus defense equals champion-
ships,”” said Wenonah High School
coach Emanuel Bell. “We’re going to
press. That’s what we do.” They put
pressure on the other side.
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The MVP of the game was Alexus
Dye, who scored 12 points and grabbed
10 rebounds. ‘‘Our defense is what got
us here and led us to the win,” said
Dye.

The other star of the team was Weno-
nah’s very own Kaitlyn Rodgers, who
scored 12 points, grabbed 14 rebounds,
blocked 6 shots, handed out 3 assists,
and added 2 steals. “This is what we
came here for, and we want to go out
with a bang,” said Rodgers.

Mr. Speaker, more noteworthy is the
fact that, according to Coach Bell,
“BEvery kid on my time averages a 3.0
GPA or higher. It’s easy to coach play-
ers with academic and athletic talent,”
says Coach Bell.

Well, Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate
the month of March as Women’s His-
tory Month, recognizing trailblazing
women throughout our history, clearly
these young women have blazed their
own remarkable path, both athletically
and academically as student athletes,
and we are happy, proud to commend
them.

So on behalf of Alabama’s Seventh
Congressional District, I want to ex-
tend a heartfelt congratulations to
these outstanding players and to Coach
Bell.

While March Madness has gripped the
rest of the State and the Nation, in
Birmingham, Alabama, we are very
proud of Wenonah High School’s Lady
Dragons. I am confident that these
young ladies have bright futures ahead
of them, and we will look back on these
3 consecutive years of championship
wins with great accomplishment and
pride.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
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Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all who call upon
Your name. Send Your Spirit to fill
their hearts with those divine gifts You
have prepared for them.

May Your grace find expression in
their compassion for the weak and the
poor among us, and may Your mercy
encourage good will in all they do and
accomplish this day.

As the Members of the people’s House
face the demands of our time, grant
them and us all Your peace and
strength, that we might act justly,
love tenderly, and walk humbly with
You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

ISIL-DAESH CHEMICAL ATTACKS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this weekend we learned that
ISIL/Daesh has continued their use of
chemical attacks against innocent ci-
vilians, including children, with two
attacks in northern Iraq. Over 600 peo-
ple suffered burns, suffocation, and de-
hydration. And, sadly, a young child,
Fatima, died from Saturday’s mur-
derous attack.

Officials have confirmed that ISIL
has used chlorine and low-grade mus-
tard gas to Kkill, incapacitate, and in-
cite fear. Recent news reports say ISIL
developed a special unit for chemical
and biological attacks, which is a
threat to American families.

It is sad that the President’s legacy
is weakness. He has not submitted a
plan to Congress to defeat ISIL, and
has repeatedly belittled their threat of
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