H1326

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE
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Nunes Sanchez, Linda Vela
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Olson Sanford Visclosky
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Pallone Scalise Walberg
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Payne Schweikert Walorski
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Polis Sinema Williams
Pompeo Slaughter .

N Wilson (FL)
Posey Smith (MO) Wilson (SC)
Price (NC) Smith (NE) .
Price, Tom Smith (NJ) Wittman
Quigley Smith (TX) Womack
Rangel Speier Woodall
Ratcliffe Stefanik Yarmuth
Reed Stewart Yoder
Reichert Stivers Yoho
Renacci Stutzman Young (AK)
Ribble Swalwell (CA) Young (IA)
Rice (NY) Takai Young (IN)
Rice (SC) Takano Zeldin
Richmond Thompson (CA) Zinke

NOT VOTING—40

Adams Gutiérrez Noem
Babin Heck (NV) Pascrell
Becerra Herrera Beutler Pearce
Blackburn Higgins Rohrabacher
Blumenauer Honda Roskam
Bonamici Israel Rush
Costa Joyce Ryan (OH)
Davis, Danny Kaptur
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Granger Lipinski Smith (WA)
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Grayson Carolyn Whitfield

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.

[ 1854

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution, as amended, was

agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the concurrent resolution

was amended so as to read:

“Concur-

rent resolution expressing the sense of

Congress

that the

atrocities

per-

CONDEMNING VIOLATIONS OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
121) expressing the sense of the Con-
gress condemning the gross violations
of international law amounting to war
crimes and crimes against humanity by
the Government of Syria, its allies, and
other parties to the conflict in Syria,
and asking the President to direct his
Ambassador at the United Nations to
promote the establishment of a war
crimes tribunal where these crimes
could be addressed, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, as amended.

This is a b-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 392, nays 3,
not voting 38, as follows:

[Roll No. 113]

petrated by ISIL against religious and
ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria in-
clude war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity, and genocide.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

YEAS—392

Abraham Clawson (FL) Fattah
Aderholt Clay Fincher
Aguilar Cleaver Fitzpatrick
Allen Clyburn Fleischmann
Amodei Coffman Fleming
Ashford Cohen Flores
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

WE MUST CONFRONT EVIL IN THE
WORLD

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, there
are times in history we are ashamed of,
times when people were faced with
great evil and the world looked away.

Cambodia’s Communist regime mas-
sacred its people. Many in the world
made excuses for them. Stalin purged
Russians and starved the nation of
Ukraine. He was praised by a Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist.

The Jewish people of Europe were
systematically murdered by Hitler, but
the world was too afraid to see the
truth. The scales were only lifted from
their eyes when millions were already
dead. At the time, people made excuses
for their decision to look away. They
said the politics were too dicey, or it
wouldn’t be diplomatic, or sometimes
they couldn’t believe that such evil ex-
ists.

When we look back, those excuses
don’t make sense. They don’t matter.
What matters is that people were dying
and the world didn’t notice. Evil does
exist, but ignoring it or refusing to call
it by its name does not make it go
away.

ISIL is murdering Christians. They
are targeting people who share my
faith, the faith of many people in this
House, people who believe in Jesus
Christ. Because of that belief, they are
being marked for execution. ISIL is
murdering and enslaving religious and
ethnic minorities everywhere they gain
power, and we know it.

We know what they are doing, and if
we don’t say it, we should be ashamed.
ISIL is committing genocide. They are
targeting non-Muslims, Christians,
Yazidis, and more, and pushing them to
extinction.

But we also can’t ignore what else is
happening in Syria. The Assad regime
and its allies are indiscriminately kill-
ing on a breathtaking scale. Torture,
rape, chemical weapons, barrel bombs,
forced starvation—the Syrian regime is
targeting civilians and millions are
suffering.

The world cannot look away. The
Obama administration cannot dance
around the question. Today the House
stands firmly to proclaim to the world
that genocide is happening, that evil is
real, and that it must be stopped. We
urge the administration to join us.

We must look evil in the face and
confront it, because if we do not wake
up, more innocent blood will be shed.
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CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL PI
DAY

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to join mathe-
maticians, math lovers, and millions
around the world in celebrating Inter-
national Pi Day. Observed every year
on March 14, beginning at 1:59 p.m., Pi
Day recognizes the mathematical con-
stant known as pi. It also coincides
with the birthday of one of science’s
greatest minds and former resident of
my district, Albert Einstein.

While many will celebrate today by
indulging in a tastier type of pie, today
offers a much more serious reminder of
the importance of technology, engi-
neering, and math, fields that help
strengthen our Nation’s economy and
security. Studies have shown little im-
provement in math and science test
scores in the United States since 1995.

And so as we honor the concept of pi
and the legacy of Einstein, I ask my
colleagues to join me in renewing our
commitment to outstanding STEM
education in our schools and support of
STEM at the Federal level.

———

CONGRATULATING WAYZATA
HOCKEY TEAM

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, Indiana
has its basketball, Texas has its foot-
ball, but in Minnesota it doesn’t get
much better than the annual high
school hockey tournament.

I would like to congratulate the
Wayzata High School boys hockey
team for taking home the title with a
tough 5-3 victory for the championship
over Eden Prairie. The Trojans, under
Coach Pat O’Leary, fought back from a
3-1 deficit to claim their first ever
State hockey title.

The State hockey tournament is al-
ways a tremendous event, with fans
from around Minnesota descending on
St. Paul to fill up the Xcel Energy Cen-
ter to cheer on their teams.

The players at Wayzata should be
very proud of their accomplishments
on and off the ice. I want to recognize
their commitment not just to their
sport, but to spending time in the
classroom and in the community to be-
come outstanding student athletes.

Mr. Speaker, the family, friends, and
fans are very proud of the Wayzata
High School hockey team. We offer
them congratulations.

———
THE CHILDREN ARE LISTENING

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, my
daughter is a kindergarten teacher,
and the children are listening.
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They are listening to our national de-
bate. They are listening to the tele-
vision. They are coming to class, and
they are repeating. They are repeating
the bullying that they hear on tele-
vision, and they take it to the class-
room.

The children are listening. It is time
for civility in our Presidential dis-
course.

IRAN SCOFFS AT AGREEMENTS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Iran
once again has blatantly scoffed at the
West by breaking its agreements.

Just this last week, Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps test-fired
several ballistic missiles. The missiles
were reportedly designed to hit our
ally Israel and were inscribed in He-
brew, ‘‘Israel must be wiped out.”

Under U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 2231, Iran is forbidden from under-
taking any work on missiles designed
to deliver nuclear weapons. But the
Iranians will do what suits them. The
West—specifically, the United States—
probably will do nothing about this
test. The Ayatollah conveniently
breaks international agreements.

Under the same U.N. agreement, the
Ayatollah is prohibited from buying
conventional arms for the next 5 years,
but the Ayatollah broke his word
again. The U.N. agreement has not
stopped Iran from negotiating an arms
sale with the saber-rattling Russians.

Mr. Speaker, the ink is barely dry on
the so-called deal that the Obama ad-
ministration made with Iran. Iran is a
rogue nation determined to destroy the
United States and Israel. Meanwhile,
the United States sits blissfully by and
just wrings its hands.

Iran must be stopped. Sanctions
must be enforced, and eventually the
citizens of Iran must change their gov-
ernment.

And that is just the way it is.

———

CONGRATULATING FIRST TWO RE-
CIPIENTS OF CONGRESSIONAL
PATRIOT AWARD

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise tonight to congratulate Congress-
men SAM JOHNSON and JOHN LEWIS for
being named the first two recipients of
the Bipartisan Policy Center’s Congres-
sional Patriot Award.

This prestigious award was estab-
lished to biennially honor two Mem-
bers of Congress who have placed the
interests and the goals of nation above
all other concerns.

As a former U.S. Air Force pilot, SAM
JOHNSON truly understands what it
means to serve one’s country. He flew
combat missions in both the Korean
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