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from west Michigan, will be marching
in their hometowns, as well as in Wash-
ington, D.C., as they honor the sanc-
tity of life. I look forward to joining
them.

————
BISHOP JAMES ARMSTRONG

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Bishop James
Armstrong, a dedicated faith leader
who served the west Dallas community
for the past 30 years.

Bishop Armstrong was born July 12,
1940, in Karnack, Texas. He eventually
relocated to Dallas to pursue a career
as a professional machinist. At some
time after he moved to Dallas, he felt
the call to serve. He pursued his doc-
torate of divinity from the Christian
Bible Institute and Seminary.

In 1992, Mr. Armstrong found the
Community Care Fellowship Church,
where he served as the senior pastor for
25 years. During his three decades of
service, Bishop Armstrong remained
dedicated to creating a safe environ-
ment for the community he ministered.
From advocating for a neighborhood
YMCA to helping the homeless, west
Dallas will not forget Mr. Armstrong’s
devotion to serving others.

He is survived by his wife of over 50
years, Mable Armstrong; one son; three
daughters; 12 grandchildren; and 11
great-grandchildren.

I urge my colleagues to join me in re-
membering and celebrating the life of
Bishop James Armstrong’s legacy and
generosity to the community.

————

DELAWARE VALLEY FRIENDS
SCHOOL

(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
the Delaware Valley Friends School,
its staff, students, and their parents on
a very prestigious honor.

On January 19, the Paoli-based
school will be presented with the Apple
Distinguished School Award by the
technology company Apple. This award
is presented to outstanding schools and
programs worldwide for innovation,
leadership, and educational excellence
based on five best practices: visionary
leadership, innovative learning in tech-
nology, ongoing professional learning,
compelling evidence of success, and a
flexible learning environment.

Schools honored to receive this
award must achieve educational excel-
lence in all categories. In fact, Dela-
ware Valley Friends School is one of
only two Chester County schools to be
presented with this prestigious award.

I regret I cannot attend this cere-
mony, but I wish the school the very
best here on the floor of the United
States House of Representatives on
this historic achievement.
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Best wishes to the Delaware Valley
Friends School as they continue to pro-
vide educational excellence to its stu-
dents.

————

TONEY ARMSTRONG

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, today our director of
police, Toney Armstrong, announced
he would be leaving his position.

Director Armstrong served the city
of Memphis as a policeman since 1989.
In 2011, he became the director of po-
lice, the youngest director in the city’s
history. He did a great job.

I started my career as an attorney
for the police department in Memphis
and served 3% years there and knew all
the directors, and none were better
than Toney Armstrong, becoming di-
rector at 44 and having risen through
the ranks. It is a tough job being a po-
liceman, and it is a tough job being di-
rector of an urban police department.
He did a fine job.

Toney Armstrong is moving over to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
to be head of security there. St. Jude is
a blessing to Memphis and a blessing to
the world. They are going to employ
7,000 new people in the next 6 years and
increase their opportunities to treat
children by 20 percent.

Toney Armstrong will be a great di-
rector. It is a great team, Toney Arm-
strong and St. Jude. Thank God for
each.

———

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SECOND
AMENDMENT

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to the ad-
ministration’s most recent action that
runs afoul of our Second Amendment
rights.

The President’s executive orders
could easily impact citizens’ privacy
and due process, all at the whim of a
bureaucrat.

Rather than putting in place new
hurdles for citizens who chose to exer-
cise their Second Amendment right to
keep and bear arms, the administra-
tion’s focus should be on the laws al-
ready on the books that they are not
enforcing.

The administration’s actions are un-
constitutional and simply are another
attempt to distract from the real
issues at hand, particularly the onward
march of terrorism and the desta-
bilizing effect the deal with Iran is hav-
ing in the Middle East. It would serve
the country better to focus our full ef-
fort on defeating radical Islamic ter-
rorists.
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EXECUTIVE ACTIONS TO REDUCE
GUN VIOLENCE AND MAKE OUR
COMMUNITIES SAFER

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, nearly 5 years ago to the day,
I rose to offer my support for one of my
closest friends and our former col-
league, Gabrielle Giffords. That day,
many of us, from both sides of the
aisle, mourned the six Americans
whose lives were taken by a deranged
gunman in Tucson, Arizona.

Since then, it has become eerily com-
monplace for a Member to lead a mo-
ment of silence to honor their mur-
dered constituents: a colleague of ours
whose life changed forever, twenty 6-
year-old children, a Federal judge, wor-
shippers in church.

How does Republican fervor over the
right to own a gun trump the right not
to be murdered by someone who
shouldn’t have a gun?

President Obama’s executive actions
are a critical step to reducing this na-
tional epidemic. They are well within
his legal authority and will help keep
guns out of dangerous hands. They are
so critical because of Republican inac-
tion on closing loopholes, which a ma-
jority of Americans support, and their
failure to rise above the NRA’s
fearmongering.

Democrats will continue to bring
meaningful, commonsense solutions to
this floor so we can Kkeep our Nation
safer.

———
O 1230

CONGRATULATIONS TO JESSICA
SLAVIK

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dep-
uty Jessica Slavik from the Anoka
County Sheriff’s Department who has
recently been named the 2015 Deputy of
the Year by the Minnesota Sheriffs’ As-
sociation.

Jessica has worked for the Anoka
County Sheriff’s Office for 8 years,
serving in the jail division, patrol divi-
sion, court security unit, and currently
as a deputy in the crime scene unit.

From staff within her department to
jurors, the county attorney’s office,
and even a judge presiding over a case
she worked on, there is no lack of
praise for Deputy Slavik.

Anoka County Sheriff James Stuart
says: ‘“‘Deputy Jessica Slavik exempli-
fies what it means to go above and be-
yond and embraces her role as an am-
bassador in our communities.”

We are proud to have a leader like
Jessica in the Anoka community. Her
work is invaluable to the safety of the
people of Minnesota’s Sixth District,
and for that we are sincerely grateful.

Thank you, Deputy Slavik. Keep up
the excellent work.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF CRISANTA
ROMERO

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and honor the life of 81-year-old
Crisanta Romero of Thermal, Cali-
fornia. She passed away on January 2,
2016, but she leaves behind an extraor-
dinary legacy.

Cris is an inspiration. She graduated
from Coachella Valley High School and
knew the importance of being dis-
ciplined, never missing a single day of
work at J. C. Penney for over 40 years.
After retiring, she returned to work in
the food industry for another 13 years.

She still had the energy and passion
to volunteer countless hours for over 30
years with nonprofit organizations like
the Coachella church, library, Center
for Employment Training, senior vol-
unteer programs, senior centers, cham-
bers of commerce, and the list goes on
and on.

She was a photojournalist for her
own column, ‘“The Adventures of Cris.”
Mrs. Romero led the Boy Scouts of
America’s Helping a Boy Grow for over
20 years.

Cris was named Riverside County’s
volunteer of the year in 2000, and in
2003 she was honored as the city of
Coachella’s Citizen of the Year.

Her attitude toward life was admi-
rable, her sense of community was ex-
ceptional, and her smile was irreplace-
able.

———

RESTORING HEALTHCARE
FREEDOM FOR AMERICANS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, after 5
years, the promises of ObamaCare that
it would save families $2500 or so per
year, let you keep your doctor, and let
you keep your insurance plan have all
been proven false.

In my district, rates will be seen
again going up an additional 30 percent
likely this year. People can no longer
see their family doctor. Many people
have been forced from their health in-
surance plans on to more expensive
plans with less coverage and a higher
deductible.

Thanks to a budget procedure known
as reconciliation, we have avoided a
Senate filibuster and placed a bill roll-
ing back ObamaCare on the President’s
desk. This is a promise kept for restor-
ing healthcare freedom for Americans.

If the President vetoes this measure,
congressional Democrats have a choice
to make. Will they side with Ameri-
cans who need real reforms to the
healthcare system and override this
veto or with a President concerned
solely with his legacy and a status quo
that is destroying access to care and
driving up costs? I wonder.
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HOUSING ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT
DETAINEES

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to voice my strong opposition to the
possible housing of illegal immigrant
detainees on Maxwell-Gunter Air Force
Base in Montgomery, Alabama.

An active military base like Max-
well-Gunter is no place to house de-
tained minors, and I wasted no time
making it clear to the Obama adminis-
tration that I am paying attention to
this and that I am going to fight any
attempt to bring detained minors on
the base.

I have written the Secretaries of De-
fense, Homeland Security, and Health
and Human Services to express my
strong objection and to explain why
this is such a bad idea. I have also been
in touch with leaders on base in Mont-
gomery to discuss the potential effect
on their missions.

Our personnel at Maxwell-Gunter are
engaged in serious military activities:
training, education, cyber warfare,
many times in classified settings that
are very sensitive. Their mission does
not need to be distracted by being
forced to house and secure hundreds of
detained minors.

The most compassionate action we
can take is to return these children to
their homes. Housing illegal immi-
grants at an active military base like
Maxwell-Gunter is a terrible idea, and I
will continue to work every angle to
shut it down, just like we did 1 year
ago.

————

IRAN SANCTIONS ADVISER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
since the nuclear deal was adopted,
Iran has blatantly violated U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions on its ballistic
missile program; yet once again the ad-
ministration backtracked and an-
nounced a delay in applying U.S. sanc-
tions, no doubt out of fear that the Ira-
nians would back out of the nuclear
deal. If the administration is unwilling
to enforce existing law, then it is up to
Congress to hold Iran accountable.

We need a senior adviser for sanc-
tions policy in our House leadership of-
fice to help strengthen congressional
oversight and coordination between the
committees and ensure greater en-
forcement of our sanctions. This ad-
viser would not supplant the roles of
the relevant committees, but will co-
ordinate with the committees to en-
sure maximum oversight and efficacy
of our efforts in Congress to hold Iran
accountable.

I urge my colleagues to support the
creation of a slot for a House coordi-
nator on Iranian sanctions.
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THE PRESIDENT IS
OVERSTEPPING HIS BOUNDARIES

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
Tuesday morning President Obama for-
mally announced his plans to unilater-
ally expand gun control laws.
Unsurprisingly, the President has
again overstepped the boundaries and
powers of his office.

While we all want fewer senseless
acts of violence, the President is choos-
ing to punish lawful gun owners and re-
strict their Second Amendment rights
instead of addressing the actual causes
of mass murder, such as the need to
improve our mental health system and
the growing threat of terrorism.

In addition to the constitutional
questions about his actions and the
mislaid blame toward lawful gun own-
ers, these executive actions won’t even
accomplish what the President claims
is his reason for acting. Not a single
mass shooting committed over the last
few years would have been prevented
by the gun control measures currently
being discussed, a statement The Wash-
ington Post’s Fact Checker gave a rare
Geppetto checkmark, which is being
described as ‘‘the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth.”

As a physician, I think if you want to
try to prevent mass killings, you have
to do more to intervene with individ-
uals before they commit these heinous
acts, which is why so many of us be-
lieve reforming our mental healthcare
system is critically important.

As a proud American and concealed-
carry permit holder, I am opposed to
this executive overreach but will work
tirelessly to accomplish reforms that
reduce the chance of mass shootings
ever occurring.

—————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1927, FAIRNESS IN CLASS
ACTION LITIGATION ACT OF 2015

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 581
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 581

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1927) to amend
title 28, United States Code, to improve fair-
ness in class action litigation. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and amendments specified in
this resolution and shall not exceed one hour
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. In lieu of
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