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for speed of action was inherent to the suc-
cess of this rescue mission. Each assaulter in
the rescue force volunteered for this oper-
ation with full appreciation for the risks
they were to undertake.

With the approval of the Commander of all
International Security Assistance Forces in
Afghanistan, the rescue force launched from
its forward operating base. The infiltration
was an exhaustive patrol across unimproved
trails and mountainous terrain. After nearly
four hours of patrolling, the rescue force was
positioned to make its assault on the target
compound.

As the patrol closed to within 25 meters of
the target building, a guard became aware of
the rescue force. The forward-most assaulter
shot at the guard and ran towards the door
to make entry as the guard disappeared in-
side. Chief Byers was the second assaulter in
a sprint towards the door. Six layers of blan-
kets securely fastened to the ceiling and
walls served as the Afghan door. While Chief
Byers tried to rip down the blankets, the
first assaulter pushed his way through the
doorway and was immediately shot by
enemy AK-47 fire. Chief Byers, fully aware of
the hostile threat inside the room, boldly en-
tered and immediately engaged a guard
pointing an AK-47 towards him. As he was
engaging that guard, another adult male
darted towards the corner of the room. Chief
Byers could not distinguish if the person
may have been the hostage scrambling away
or a guard attempting to arm himself with
an AK-47 that lay in the corner. Chief Byers
tackled the unknown male and seized control
of him. While in hand-to-hand combat, Chief
Byers maintained control of the unknown
male with one hand, while adjusting the
focus of his night vision goggles (NVGs) with
his other. Once his NVGs were focused, he
recognized that the male was not the hos-
tage and engaged the struggling armed
guard.

By now other team members had entered
the room and were calling to Dr. Joseph to
identify himself. Chief Byers heard an un-
known voice speak English from his right
side. He immediately leaped across the room
and selflessly flung his body on top of the
American hostage, shielding him from the
continued rounds being fired across the
room. Almost simultaneously, Chief Byers
identified an additional enemy fighter di-
rectly behind Dr. Joseph. While covering the
hostage with his body, Chief Byers was able
to pin the enemy combatant to the wall with
his hand around the enemy’s throat. Unable
to fire any effective rounds into the enemy,
Chief Byers was able to restrain the combat-
ant enough to enable his teammate to fire
precision shots, eliminating the final threat
within the room.

Chief Byers quickly talked to Dr. Joseph,
confirming that he was able to move. He and
his Team Leader stood Dr. Joseph up, calmed
him, and let him know he was safe with
American Forces. Once Dr. Joseph was
moved to the helicopter-landing zone, Chief
Byers, a certified paramedic and 18D medic,
assisted with the rendering of medical aid to
the urgent surgical assaulter. Chief Byers
and others performed CPR during the 40-
minute flight to Bagram Airfield where his
teammate was declared deceased.

Chief Petty Officer Byers displayed supe-
rior gallantry, extraordinary heroism at
grave personal risk, dedication to his team-
mates, and calm tactical leadership while
liberating Dr. Dilip Joseph from captivity.
He is unquestionably deserving of the Medal
of Honor.

OFFICIAL CITATION
CHIEF SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR (SEA, AIR,
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STATES NAVY

For service as set forth in the following ci-
tation:
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For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of his life above and beyond the
call of duty as a Hostage Rescue Force Team
Member in Afghanistan in support of Oper-
ation ENDURING FREEDOM from 8 to 9 De-
cember 2012. As the rescue force approached
the target building, an enemy sentry de-
tected them and darted inside to alert his
fellow captors. The sentry quickly re-
emerged, and the lead assaulter attempted to
neutralize him. Chief Byers with his team
sprinted to the door of the target building.
As the primary breacher, Chief Byers stood
in the doorway fully exposed to enemy fire
while ripping down six layers of heavy blan-
kets fastened to the inside ceiling and walls
to clear a path for the rescue force. The first
assaulter pushed his way through the blan-
kets, and was mortally wounded by enemy
small arms fire from within. Chief Byers,
completely aware of the imminent threat,
fearlessly rushed into the room and engaged
an enemy guard aiming an AK-47 at him. He
then tackled another adult male who had
darted towards the corner of the room. Dur-
ing the ensuing hand-to-hand struggle, Chief
Byers confirmed the man was not the hos-
tage and engaged him. As other rescue team
members called out to the hostage, Chief
Byers heard a voice respond in English and
raced toward it. He jumped atop the Amer-
ican hostage and shielded him from the high
volume of fire within the small room. While
covering the hostage with his body, Chief
Byers immobilized another guard with his
bare hands, and restrained the guard until a
teammate could eliminate him. His bold and
decisive actions under fire saved the lives of
the hostage and several of his teammates. By
his undaunted courage, intrepid fighting
spirit, and unwavering devotion to duty in
the face of near certain death, Chief Petty
Officer Byers reflected great credit upon
himself and upheld the highest traditions of
the United States Naval Service.

BIOGRAPHY
SENIOR CHIEF SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR
(SEAL) EDWARD C. BYERS JR.

Senior Chief Edward C. Byers Jr. was born
in Toledo, Ohio in 1979. He grew up in Grand
Rapids, Ohio. In 1997, he graduated from Ot-
sego High School where he played varsity
soccer. Byers joined the Navy in September
1998, and subsequently attended Recruit
Training and Corpsman ‘A’ School in Great
Lakes, Illinois.

Byers started his naval career as a Hos-
pital Corpsman. In 1998, he was assigned to
Great Lakes Naval Hospital. In 1999, he
served with 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines in
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, where he de-
ployed with the 26th Marine Expeditionary
Unit aboard USS AUSTIN (LPD 4). During
deployment he earned his Enlisted Surface
Warfare Specialist (ESWS) badge and Fleet
Marine Force (FMF) warfare device.

In 2002, Byers attended Basic Underwater
Demolition SEAL (BUD/S) training and grad-
uated with Class 242. After graduation, he at-
tended the Special Operations Combat Medic
(SOCM) course. SOCS Byers has been as-
signed to East Coast SEAL Teams. He was
promoted to the rank of Senior Chief Petty
Officer in January of 2016.

Byers has deployed overseas 11 times with
nine combat tours. His personal decorations
include the Bronze Star with Valor (five
awards), the Purple Heart (two awards), the
Joint Service Commendation Medal with
Valor, the Navy Commendation Medal (three
awards, one with Valor), the Combat Action
ribbon (two awards), and the Good Conduct
Medal (five awards).

Byers holds a National Paramedics Li-
cense, and has studied Strategic Studies and
Defense Analysis at Norwich University.
Byers is married and has a daughter.
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NAVY MEDAL OF HONOR FACTS

Senior Chief Byers is the 6th Navy SEAL
in history to receive the Medal of Honor.

Senior Chief Byers is one of only eight liv-
ing Navy Medal of Honor recipients. There
are 78 living recipients total.

There have been 745 Medals of Honor
awarded to Navy personnel. (308 of those
were for actions during the Civil War)

Only two Navy service members have re-
ceived the Medal of Honor for actions subse-
quent to the Vietnam War, and both of those
awards were posthumous. (Lieutenant Mi-
chael Murphy and Petty Officer Michael
Monsoor, both SEALS)

The most recent Navy recipient of the
Medal of Honor was Petty Officer 2nd Class
Michael Monsoor, who was posthumously
awarded the Medal of Honor by President
George W. Bush on Apr. 8, 2008.

The most recent living Navy recipient of
the Medal of Honor was Robert Ingram, who
left the Navy in 1968, and was later awarded
the Medal of Honor by President Bill Clinton
on Jul. 10, 1998 for actions during the Viet-
nam war.

Senior Chief Byers is the first living active
duty member of the U.S. Navy to receive the
Medal of Honor since Apr. 6, 1976, the late
Rear Admiral James Stockdale and Lieuten-
ant Thomas Norris (also a SEAL) each re-
ceived the decoration from President Gerald
Ford.

Senior Chief Byers is the first living active
duty enlisted member of the U.S. Navy to re-
ceive the Medal of Honor since Petty Officer
Michael Thornton (also a SEAL) was award-
ed the Medal of Honor by President Richard
Nixon on Oct., 15 1973.

This is the 14th Medal of Honor awarded
for actions in Afghanistan. Including Senior
Chief Byers, 11 of those 14 awards were to liv-
ing recipients. Four Medals of Honor were
awarded posthumously for actions in Iraq.

—————

CLOSING GUANTANAMO BAY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
cold-blooded, calculating terrorists sit-
ting in Guantanamo murdered and plan
to continue killing Americans.

Since President Obama took office,
he has released 150 terrorists back to
their home countries. In fact, Spanish
and Moroccan police just arrested four
suspected members of a jihadi cell who
recruited fighters for the Islamic
State. One is described as a former
Gitmo detainee who formerly fought
with militants against Americans in
Afghanistan.

The 91 high-security prisoners re-
maining at Guantanamo committed
some of the most repulsive crimes
known to all of us.

Severely lacking in detail, the plan
to close Gitmo fails to describe where,
under what authority, and at what cost
the relocation of these terrorists will
be.

Mr. Speaker, it is against the law to
transfer terrorist detainees to Amer-
ican soil without congressional ap-
proval.

The United States should do every-
thing it can to keep terrorists out of
our country, not purposely bring them
here.
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Closing Gitmo endangers our U.S. na-
tional security, and it is a bad idea.
And that is just the way it is.

———
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED
STATES NOMINATION PROCESS

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, when
our Founders wrote the Constitution,
they had the wisdom to create a sys-
tem of checks and balances among the
three branches of government. They
knew this would limit power, protect
against abuses, and promote liberty.

Under our Constitution, the Presi-
dent has the right to nominate Jus-
tices to the Supreme Court, but one
House of the Congress, the Senate, has
the coequal right to consent to such an
appointment. One branch has a power,
another has a check.

Today, with a vacancy on the Su-
preme Court, we have a chance to see
this system of checks and balances in
action. In deciding whether to consent
to an appointment to the Supreme
Court, the Senate should assess wheth-
er the President has been acting con-
sistent with the Constitution.

The chart to my left highlights just a
few of President Obama’s unconstitu-
tional actions since he was reelected in
2012. These actions have been frequent,
repeated, and grave. These actions
have poisoned the well of deliberation
for any appointment by this President.

In that light, why wouldn’t the Sen-
ate withhold consent? It is a game the
President chose to play, and with-
holding consent to his appointment is
an appropriate consequence.

————
GUANTANAMO BAY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, once
again, Congress acted to stop the

transfer of GTMO detainees to the
United States. Guantanamo Bay is a
much better venue to hold these known
terrorists than to have them on Amer-
ican soil. Yet the President wants to
defy Congress and the American peo-
ple, who desire not to have this happen,
and bring them onto American soil.

It endangers our courts, our system
of government, and our people by
bringing them here or even ultimately
releasing them. We need to have the
President, if he tries this and loses in
court, once again, take a lesson in the
final 10 months of his term that he
needs to uphold the law that we passed
and that he signed.

THE TEXAS WAR OF
INDEPENDENCE AGAINST MEXICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALLEN). Under the Speaker’s an-
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nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today is March 2, 2016. 180 years ago, on
March 2, 1836, in a little place called
Washington-on-the-Brazos down in
Texas, people of what is now Texas de-
clared their independence from the na-
tion of Mexico—March 2, 1836. Tonight
I am here to talk a little bit about
those folks 180 years ago and the cause
and the result of the Texas War of
Independence against Mexico.

We have to back up a little bit. For
a long time, almost 300 years, what is
now Texas was controlled by the Span-
ish. They claimed the land in Texas. It
was sparsely populated: some Indian
tribes, but not very many folks. At
some point, Spain also controlled what
is now Mexico.

Mexico, the nation of Mexico, chose
to declare independence from that Eu-
ropean country of Spain and went to
war with Spain to secure their inde-
pendence back in 1820. That revolu-
tion—they called it the War of Inde-
pendence—was successful. Mexico set
up an independent nation, a democ-
racy. They formed a government and a
constitution very similar to the United
States. Texas was a part of Mexico at
that time and was part of a state called
Coahuila. It was the Coahuila de Texas,
two areas of northern Mexico that were
one state in Mexico.

Things were fine until Mexico elected
a President by the name of Santa
Anna. When he became President of
Mexico, this particular President abol-
ished the democracy, abolished the
constitution of 1824 that set up the
Government of Mexico, and declared
himself the dictator of Mexico. In fact,
he destroyed the Republic of Mexico,
the democracy of Mexico, and put him-
self as dictator-in-charge.

Throughout the history of the world,
we know of a lot of dictators, but they
all seem to have one thing in common:
they take away the rights—the civil
rights—of the people.

Some people in Mexico didn’t like
this, and therefore they started their
own secession movement, their own
revolution, their own independence.
Now, most Americans know that Texas
was one of those areas in Mexico that
declared its independence from Mexico,
and that independence, that revolu-
tion, was successful. But there were
other areas of northern Mexico—and
here on this map I have some of those
areas—that also declared their inde-
pendence for the reason they wanted to
be free. They wanted independence
from the dictatorship.

There was the Republic of the Yuca-
tan, there was the Republic Coahuila,
and there were three or four other re-
publics, and the Republic of the Rio
Grande. Several areas of population in
Mexico declared their independence.

So what happened? Santa Anna not
only was the dictator, but he was the
commander in chief, and he was the
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general. He was the guy. He moved his
army from Mexico City into these
areas of revolution, areas where people
were fighting against the government,
the republic, or the dictatorship of
Santa Anna. He had squelched, really,
all of these revolutionary movements;
although, portions of these areas did
declare independence and appeared to
have independence for a period of time.

So that brings us to 1835, several
months before Texas declared inde-
pendence. Here is what started the
Texas War of Independence:

While all of these other movements—
some were going on, some would go on
a few months later. But during this pe-
riod, there was insurrection in north-
ern Mexico because people were trying
to seek independence. It started on Oc-
tober 2, 1835, at Gonzales, Texas, a
small little community in Gonzales,
Texas.

Remember, Texas is a part of Mexico
at this time. The Mexican Government,
when it was a free government, had en-
couraged immigration into this part of
Texas—not just from the TUnited
States, but from Mexico and from Eu-
ropean countries.

But this town of Gonzales, Texas, was
in possession of a cannon. The cannon
was to protect themselves from the
people who lived in the area that were
hostiles, as they were called in those
days. Native Americans are who they
were. And that cannon was for that
purpose.

The Mexican Government said: We
want the cannon back. You cannot
have the cannon in Gonzales, Texas.
We don’t want you having it.

The Mexican Government made the
demand on October 2 to the folks in
Gonzales, Texas: Return the cannon to
the Mexican military.

The people, the settlers of Gonzales,
said: No. We are not going to do it. We
are not giving you back the cannon. We
need it.

So they resisted. They even made a
flag. They called it the Come and Take
It flag. You may have seen that re-
cently. It is still popular with a lot of
folks. It was a flag that said, ‘“‘Come
and take it,” with a cannon on it. They
hoisted this, and they had a skirmish
with the Mexican Army, who came to
take the cannon. Shots were fired on
both sides, multiple shots. Apparently,
most of the people shooting weren’t
great marksmen. A couple of Mexican
soldiers were wounded, and they re-
treated without the cannon. But that
event started the actual shooting war
in the War of Independence.

Months before that, there had been
complaints. There had been letters
written to the Mexican Government.
Stephen F. Austin, the Father of
Texas, had been imprisoned in Mexico
City trying to get some civil rights for
people who lived in what is now Texas.
But it all came to a head at this event
in October of 1835.

It is interesting what started the
Texas War of Independence, the shoot-
ing war, is very similar to what started
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