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With the possibility of California’s
rainy and snow seasons coming to an
end, and with much less precipitation
than we had hoped for, we must take
advantage of every drop of precious
water that is in the system.

We need a comprehensive plan to fix
California’s broken water system that
provides short-term operational flexi-
bility and, at the same time, increases
the State’s long-term drought resil-
iency that will provide real water reli-
ability and actually recovers species
that have been listed in the Sac-
ramento, San Joaquin Delta.

It is time to address these issues that
are impacting these species in the
delta and implement a plan to recover
them so that we can stop operating the
water system primarily with the blunt
tools of the Endangered Species Act
that clearly aren’t working. They are
not working because the species are
not recovering.

Studies have indicated that on some
rivers feeding into the delta, over 98
percent of the juvenile salmon are
eaten by invasive species like the
striped bass that aren’t even native to
California.

Despite this knowledge and the clear
protections provided listed species by
the Endangered Species Act, the ad-
ministration has established a goal to
double the amount of striped bass in
California.

It should not be the policy of the
United States to increase the popu-
lations of invasive species that prey on
native salmon in California. I don’t get
it. This makes absolutely no sense and
needs to be corrected.

We should be implementing a pred-
ator control program which, I might
add, is supported by the Salmon Fish-
eries Institute. As a matter of fact,
they have got over 31 programs on
predator control that they would like
to implement. They can’t implement
one of them.

We should be focusing on trying to
make a difference, and that is why I
am proud to be a cosponsor of Rep-
resentative JEFF DENHAM’s legislation,
the Save Our Salmon Act.

The Save Our Salmon Act, by Con-
gressman DENHAM, would eliminate the
policy of doubling striped bass popu-
lations in the delta, a policy which has
very serious negative impacts to our
native salmon species and causes tre-
mendous harm to the farm commu-
nities in the San Joaquin Valley.

We have to determine if California is
going to operate with a broken system
or if Congress, the administration, and
the State can come together with Fed-
eral and State legislation to provide
meaningful solutions to fix our broken
water system for the future, for the
21st century.

Will we allow communities to dry up
and blow away, as some of my col-
leagues, I believe, sometimes infer?

Or will we come together and craft a
solution that can improve conditions
for everyone across the State, while fo-
cusing on drought recovery for those

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

who have been most affected in areas
that I represent?

I am talking about farm workers. I
am talking about farmers. I am talking
about farm communities that put food
every night on America’s dinner table.
I will continue to believe that we still
can come together if we focus on
achievable solutions.

After years of moving more and more
water through the delta in an attempt
to halt species decline, we haven’t ac-
tually recovered any of these species.
It is high time, I believe, to try some-
thing new.

I remain committed to working with
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to craft solutions that increase Califor-
nia’s drought resiliency and provide
water to the communities who have
been most impacted by the recent
drought because, after all, this is about
security. It is about job security, it is
about economic security, it is about
the future security of our valley and
the State of California.

We must fix California’s broken
water system for the short term and
the long term. Time is of the essence,
and every day of delay only results in
losses of these vital water supplies.

————

SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE MILLER-RAFFAELE VFW
POST
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the 70th anniversary of the Mil-
ler-Raffaele VFW Post 6221 in Empo-
rium, Cameron County, located in the
Pennsylvania Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict.

The post is named after two sets of
brothers who answered the call to de-
fend the United States of America in
World War II, Jack and Harry Miller,
along with Sam and Frank Raffaele.

Jack and Harry were killed within 1
month of each other in 1944. Sadly,
Sam and Frank also made the ultimate
sacrifice on the same day, yet miles
apart from one another, also in 1944.

After the war ended, the community
welcomed back the surviving men and
women who formed the Miller-Raffaele
Post 6221, which was officially opened
on March 5, 1946.

Mr. Speaker, we owe so much to the
members of our Nation’s Armed
Forces, and especially to those mem-
bers of the Greatest Generation who
traveled to places such as Europe and
Asia to fight tyranny.

I am proud to salute the members of
the Emporium VFW on this important
anniversary, and I wish them the best
of success in the future.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 404TH
MANEUVER ENHANCEMENT BRI-
GADE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAMALFA). The Chair recognizes the
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gentleman from Illinois (Mr. LLAHOOD)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to formally congratulate the
404th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade
from Normal, Illinois, for receiving the
Reserve Family Readiness Award from
the Department of Defense at the Pen-
tagon last Friday.

This award is bestowed on the top
unit in each Reserve component for
their outstanding programs that sup-
port unit missions and family readi-
ness.

The 404th Maneuver Enhancement
Brigade, under Unit Commander, Cap-
tain Jera Muder, has more than 2,000
soldiers in various functional units,
from engineering to military police, to
support units.

These family readiness support pro-
grams allow our soldiers, sailors, ma-
rines, airmen, and guardsmen to serve
throughout the world with peace of
mind, knowing that their home front is
safe.

This is a prestigious title, and it
makes me proud and Illinois proud that
these remarkable men and women call
central Illinois home.

Today we applaud their families for
the sacrifices they make so their sol-
diers can defend our country abroad,
and we congratulate them on this well-
deserved award.

To those in our Armed Forces keep-
ing our homes and families safe, thank
you. And to the fathers, mothers,
wives, husbands, and children behind
our troops, you also deserve our grati-
tude for your ongoing sacrifice and
bravery.

——

KLAMATH RIVER DAM REMOVAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day in the Natural Resources Com-
mittee, I requested and demanded that
the Interior Department explain its in-
volvement in creating what appears to
be a shell corporation, which it calls a
non-Federal entity, which would work
to remove dams on the Klamath River
in northern California and southern Or-
egon, this without any authorization
from Congress.

Interior officials refused to answer in
committee whether they will be sub-
ject to the Freedom of Information Act
or even explain why stakeholders are
required at these meetings to sign non-
disclosure agreements before learning
how they will be affected by the ac-
tions at these secret meetings.

They don’t like having them called
secret meetings. They have other eu-
phemisms, such as a private conversa-
tion, what have you. They are even or-
ganizing bylaws for an incoming board
at these meetings.

Mr. Speaker, the very idea that Fed-
eral and State government employees
are involved in a project designed ex-
plicitly to avoid open government,
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open government laws, and public dis-
closure should give us all pause, espe-
cially since tax dollars are being used
to pay for the salaries of those folks in-
volved, their travel, the meeting
spaces, et cetera. They are not doing
this pro bono.

While this is billed as a California-
Oregon project, the Interior Sec-
retary’s signature is on a pact to cre-
ate this entity that suggests that the
administration is, again, trying to end
run Congress to achieve a political
goal.

I will continue working to get an-
swers on this Klamath issue on the re-
moval of the dams and the effect it will
have on the Klamath Basin water
users.

But in the meantime, the administra-
tion needs to end its focus on dam re-
moval and work towards a solution
that doesn’t ignore the water supply
issues that affect so much of the West,
affect many thousands in northern
California, and especially those di-
rectly in the line of fire in the Klamath
Basin that have been clamoring for so
long for a long-term solution to keep
the waters flowing to their farms.

At a time of extreme drought in Cali-
fornia and the Western States, and
even more burdens such as the elec-
tricity renewable mandate that is
going to affect California to 50 percent
of required renewables, the concept of
removing hydroelectric dams that also
make a little water storage and have
some positive effects on river tempera-
ture is absurd.

Why is the priority something that is
going to hurt the people of the region,
hurt their goals?

Instead, we should be pursuing water
storage in California and putting this
issue aside.

On top of that insult to injury is that
it is being done in secret, without con-
gressional approval, without the
chance for all the stakeholders that
really have an affect in the area to be
involved.

This is the wrongheaded way to do
things. It is offensive to me, it is offen-
sive to my constituents.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MOOLENAAR) at noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
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Dear Lord of mercy, we give You
thanks for giving us another day. Hear
our prayers and those of people around
the world that there might be an end
to hunger.

We use this moment to be reminded
of Your presence and to tap the re-
sources needed by the Members of this
people’s House to do their work as well
as it can be done.

As the Nation digests the results of a
most significant voting day, may the
Members remain focused on the tasks
at hand.

All this day and through the week,
may they do their best to find solu-
tions to pressing issues facing our Na-
tion. Please hasten the day when jus-
tice and love shall dwell in the hearts
of all peoples and rule the affairs of the
nations of Earth.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. JEN-
KINS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

U.S.-CANADA PRECLEARANCE
AGREEMENT

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, in my
district in northern New York, Canada
is more than just a bordering nation.
They are our neighbors and our friends.

Canadians and upstate New Yorkers
enjoy their summers together fishing
along the St. Lawrence River, golfing
on Wellesley Island, visiting the Thou-
sand Islands National Park, and explor-
ing Boldt Castle.

Plattsburgh, a city in my district,
has even branded itself as Montreal’s
U.S. suburb, hosting more than 100 U.S.
subsidiaries of Canadian companies,
with 15 percent of its area workforce
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working for a Canadian or border-re-
lated employer.

That is why I helped lead the efforts
and support the Promoting Travel,
Commerce, and National Security Act,
a necessary step to solidify the
preclearance agreement between the
U.S. and Canada, which was reached
nearly a year ago.

This significant, bipartisan legisla-
tion is great news for U.S.-Canadian re-
lations, and I strongly encourage my
colleagues to cosponsor this vital piece
of legislation to maintain a secure
northern border and facilitate travel
and commerce between the U.S. and
Canada and benefit our upstate New
York economy.

———

BELFAIR SHOOTING

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, last Fri-
day, in the region I represent, tragedy
struck the close-knit community of
Belfair. A shooting took the lives of a
family and a neighbor. All the victims
were taken too soon from this world.
Right now, in their place, is heart-
break.

Since this happened, we have been
thinking of the friends and family im-
pacted by this shooting. Pastors from
North Mason have gathered mourners
together to offer support and prayers.

I want to make sure we note the
courage of local law enforcement and
other first responders who came to the
scene. The Mason County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, among others, deserves praise for
putting their lives on the line in con-
fronting the person responsible for this
violence and responding to an awful
situation.

As a dad of two little girls, it pains
me that so many communities like
ours are faced with tragedies like this.
I am hopeful we can come together to
find ways to stop them.

The words of Jamie McCallum, a pas-
tor at Belfair Community Baptist
Church, ring true as we pick up the
pieces from this incident. Pastor
McCallum said:

Violence and pain may have the strongest
voice for the moment, but love and life have
the final say.

———

REMEMBERING BORIS NEMTSOV

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this past Saturday, February 27,
marked the first anniversary of the as-
sassination of Russian pro-democracy
and opposition leader Boris Nemtsov,
who was tragically gunned down in
Moscow.

Killed just days before he was due to
publish evidence of Russian military
involvement in Ukraine, Boris led the
effort in exposing the regime’s corrup-
tion at every turn as he fought for a
more open and democratic Russia.
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