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more likely children would be food in-
secure; 36 percent more likely to be in 
poor health if this happens; 70 percent 
more likely to be at risk for develop-
mental delays—this is about our kids, 
about our children—12 percent more 
likely to be hospitalized; children in 
kindergarten through third grade 
would be more likely to have measur-
ably lower reading and math test 
scores; and reduced SNAP benefits 
would decrease the likelihood of moth-
ers having a baby with a healthy 
weight and of a low-birth-weight baby 
surviving. 

This is not JIM MCGOVERN or GWEN 
MOORE or BOBBY SCOTT or ROSA 
DELAURO making up these statistics. 
They come from an organization which 
tracks all of these measures. 
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My colleagues, it would include drug 
testing policies for SNAP recipients 
and prohibitions for certain food pur-
chases. 

What kind of priorities are these? 
We can’t continue to wage a war 

against food stamp recipients. Nobody 
is asking for any other recipients who 
get Federal subsidies to be drug tested. 
Let’s start with the Crop Insurance 
people. Let’s start with that. Let’s 
take all of the programs at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture where there 
is a subsidy and a recipient to that sub-
sidy. Let’s get them all drug tested. 

We are going to continue to stand up 
against unconscionable attacks on 
America’s poor working families. I 
urge my colleagues to stand with us in 
ensuring that the Federal budget does 
not harm working families and chil-
dren by decimating the hunger pro-
grams in this Nation. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. I thank the gentle-
woman for her eloquent statement. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague 
from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE). 

Ms. MOORE. I thank the gentleman 
so much for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in 
praising Mr. MCGOVERN for his leader-
ship on this issue. 

Of the many people who are hungry, 
none of them have the money to lobby 
folks—the kids, the disabled people, 
the seniors, the elderly—but we have a 
champion in this House, JIM MCGOV-
ERN. 

With the few seconds remaining, I 
want to talk a little bit about our 
economy. We have a capitalist econ-
omy, and it is countercyclical. The 
SNAP program works to provide a safe-
ty net so that when we have a Hurri-
cane Katrina or when we have a Hurri-
cane Sandy, the food stamp rolls go up, 
and when there are jobs, the food 
stamp rolls go down. It ain’t broke, 
you all, so let’s not try to fix it. 

I am very, very disturbed that when 
the Budget Committee meets next 
week, it will try to make structural 
changes to the SNAP program, to 
throw it into a reconciliation process 
where only 51 Members of the Senate 
have to vote for it, out of this body, in 

order to change the structure of it so 
that it is not responsive to people dur-
ing economic distress. 

I am concerned about the numbers of 
people who are going to ask for a waiv-
er to limit the number of benefits, in a 
36-month period, that those who are 
unemployed can receive. People who 
are unemployed don’t have any control 
over our economy. When unemploy-
ment is up, the SNAP program, as it is 
currently structured, is responsive to 
unemployment, and we ought to stick 
to that. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

END HUNGER NOW 
(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleagues for their eloquent 
statements here today. I think that 
they have reinforced the point that 
these nutrition programs work. SNAP 
works. It has one of the lowest error 
rates of any Federal program—less 
than a 4 percent error rate. That in-
cludes underpayments, which means 
that beneficiaries don’t get what they 
are entitled to. It is a program that al-
lows families to put food on the table. 

We need to be supporting these pro-
grams. We need to be coming up with a 
holistic plan to end hunger. We need to 
raise the minimum wage so that people 
who work, like the majority of able- 
bodied people do who are on SNAP, 
don’t have to live in poverty. We can 
do so much better. 

I would just say to my Republican 
colleagues that, rather than doubling 
down on the cruelness with some of the 
proposals that have been brought forth 
before this House, you ought to work in 
a bipartisan way to actually lift people 
out of poverty so as to give people the 
hope and the ability to lead better 
lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to come together and find a 
way to end hunger now. 

f 

STOP ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. JOLLY) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
afternoon to talk about an issue that I 
started bringing up about 5 or 6 weeks 
ago and that I intend to talk about 
every week until we finally force ac-
tion in this Chamber. 

For over 20 years, I have had the op-
portunity to study this institution, an 
institution I believe very deeply in—in 
its ability to rise to some of our great-
est national challenges and to solve 
some of the greatest problems we face. 
It was not until as a first-time can-
didate then elected to office that I had 
the opportunity to experience a few 
moments that are very unique to actu-
ally being in the Member’s chair. 

We have had a great debate over the 
decades about campaign finance re-
form, about the role of money in poli-
tics. It is a legitimate debate. It is a le-
gitimate conversation with strongly 
felt views on both sides of the aisle, 
with solutions as diverse as the 
ideologies of our country—from greater 
transparency to greater limits, to 
fewer limits. 

Yet, as we have talked about the 
campaign finance construct in this 
country and as we have talked about 
proposed solutions, we have actually 
ignored one of the greatest blights on 
this body, itself. It comes not in the 
form of our campaign finance laws, but 
it comes in the form of the amount of 
time that Members of this body are ex-
pected or are, in some cases, directed 
to spend in raising money. 

You see, the first way we begin to ad-
dress campaign finance reform is by ad-
dressing a needed congressional reform, 
a reform that touches not on the cur-
rent laws of how campaigns are 
resourced, but on the current rules by 
which this body governs. 

As they were directed a few years 
back by my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle—by their leadership— 
the expectation as a new Member of 
Congress for a day in D.C. is to spend 4 
hours a day on the phone, raising 
money. The number-one activity, as 
was suggested to new incoming Mem-
bers, was to fundraise, not to legislate. 

It is a very uncomfortable truth. As I 
said last week, it is very uncomfortable 
for me to talk about this amongst my 
colleagues, but we represent, each of 
us, 700,000 people back home who trust 
us. They trust us to serve, and in serv-
ing, we are to give voice to their prior-
ities. 

Dear folks, the priorities of our con-
stituents is not fundraising. You see, 
there is a broad diversity of priorities— 
from border security, to immigration 
reform, to transportation, to tax re-
form. I listened to colleagues in the 
last hour talk about balancing the 
budget. Others talked about programs 
that are critical to ending hunger here 
in the United States, but we will never 
solve these problems on behalf of the 
people who sent us here if we spend 
more time on the phone, raising 
money, than we do in legislating, in 
tackling these very problems that we 
have tried to give voice to. 

Last week I did share with this body 
the orientation card that was provided 
to some incoming Members a few years 
back. Today I have with me some 
quotes from retiring Members of Con-
gress, from those on the way out the 
door or who have already left. 

The first one, you will notice, is a 
confession from a colleague on my side 
of the aisle, upon his retirement, who 
said that fundraising is the main busi-
ness of Congress. 

The other one is from the retired 
Senate majority leader who said that a 
Senator has to raise $10,000 a day every 
day he is in office, every day for 6 
years, simply to finance his reelection. 
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The last is from a colleague who, 

shortly after announcing his intention 
to retire, wrote a piece called ‘‘Confes-
sions of a Congressman,’’ confessing to 
spending 4,200 hours on the phone, rais-
ing money—4,200 hours that could have 
been spent doing his job. 

What do all of these quotes have in 
common? What do all of these individ-
uals have in common? 

They are either retired or they are 
retiring. 

The cynic in me would suggest: Why 
do you wait until you have left this in-
stitution to publicly lament the 
failings of having served while you 
were here? 

In fact, the cynic in me would sug-
gest, in some cases, it is simply to sell 
a book—to ask the American people for 
more money, but this time for your 
own pocket, not for your campaign. 

What do we do about it? Why don’t 
we do something as sitting Members of 
Congress that has never been done be-
fore? 

Let’s address this issue that creates 
such a quiet anger amongst Members of 
Congress—this obligation to 
fundraise—but that resonates as a very 
loud anger with the American people. 
You see, no Member on this side of the 
aisle or the other needs a poll to know 
that the American people are frus-
trated with the amount of time Mem-
bers of Congress spend in raising 
money instead of in doing their jobs. 

Together, with six or eight col-
leagues here in this body—and I am 
grateful for their support of the legisla-
tion I have introduced—we have intro-
duced something I call the STOP Act. 
It is very simple. It is merely three or 
four pages. Every Member of this body 
can read it before he votes on it. 

The STOP Act, H.R. 4443, prohibits 
any Member of Congress from directly 
soliciting a contribution to his own 
campaign, to a PAC, or to his party. It 
leaves in place the campaign finance 
construct that has been approved by 
the Supreme Court. Whether you agree 
with it or not, it doesn’t touch the cur-
rent campaign finance system. 

If an individual wishes to participate 
in an election, I believe that is polit-
ical speech, and he is still able to par-
ticipate by making phone calls, by 
waving signs, or by contributing. Cam-
paign committees can still exist. It is 
simply the job of staff to ensure that 
campaigns have the resources nec-
essary to run the campaign. 

This law would only apply to sitting 
Members of Congress. It would not 
apply to challengers. It would not 
apply to first-time candidates. It would 
only apply to sitting Members of Con-
gress. It would be a direct prohibition 
on any Member of Congress who is di-
rectly soliciting a contribution. 

Why? 
Because the message is very simple 

to Congress. You see, the STOP Act 
says: Get back to work. Do your job. It 
is why we were elected, to actually try 
to solve problems. 

In State legislatures, including in the 
State legislature in the State of Flor-

ida, members are prohibited from di-
rectly soliciting contributions while 
they are in session. In Florida, where 
we elect judges, we have a prohibition 
on the direct solicitation of contribu-
tions, and 29 or 30 States across the 
country have that same prohibition. 

The message is very simple: you are 
elected to do a job. Spend your hours 
working, not asking people for money. 

I have heard a lot of responses since 
I introduced this bill. The contrast be-
tween comments from the American 
people is stark compared to comments 
from many elected officials, many in 
this town. See, the American people 
get it and they say ‘‘thank you.’’ 

Of course, Congress should be spend-
ing time doing its job, not spending 
time across the street, raising money. 
The American people get it. Folks in 
this town say, ‘‘You are crazy.’’ Some 
say, ‘‘I like fundraising.’’ One of the 
better comments—more intriguing— 
was that old habits are hard to break. 

Let’s break those habits. Let’s have a 
Congress that gets to work because, 
you see, this is not the best we can do. 

Do you want to know why we have 
not solved border security, gotten oper-
ational control of the border, why we 
have not solved immigration reform, 
why we have not reached consensus, fi-
nally, once and for all, on how to bal-
ance the budget and put us on a path-
way to prosperity, why we have not 
had a healthy debate on issues like an 
authorization to use military force? 

Where are we in terms of agreement 
or disagreement with the President’s 
foreign policy? Why have we not been 
able to consider a national right to 
carry reciprocity, protecting the Sec-
ond Amendment rights of any indi-
vidual who travels between States? 
Why have we not solved the VA 
healthcare problem in giving every vet-
eran the complete choice of where he 
receives his health care? Why have we 
not moved legislation on behalf of law 
enforcement officers to enhance pen-
alties for those who do harm to law en-
forcement officers? 

It is because we have a part-time 
Congress and a full-time world. There 
is no way to suggest to voters that it is 
somehow okay to have a political cul-
ture that prioritizes fundraising over 
legislating. 

Tone is very important here. While 
this is a hard issue to talk about, this 
is not intended to judge or to criticize 
my colleagues. 
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In fact, colleagues in this body are 
operating lawfully under the system 
that has been set before us. But I am 
simply trying to change the system be-
cause the American people will never 
understand, as they work 40, 50, 60 
hours a week, why, according to some 
estimations, we have a legislature that 
spends 15 hours a week legislating and 
25 hours a week raising money. It does 
not make a bit of sense. 

Now, I mentioned some of the com-
ments that I have heard from others 

after I introduced this. There are two 
things you will hear from people who 
don’t want to talk about this—actu-
ally, there are three. 

The first response is silence and the 
hope that you don’t make eye contact 
so you can avoid the question because 
there is no way to oppose the STOP 
Act. 

The second is this issue of, well, it is 
First Amendment. I should be able to 
ask somebody for money. The United 
States Supreme Court recently consid-
ered that question in a case that dealt 
with a prohibition on judges directly 
soliciting contributions, and the Su-
preme Court of the United States ruled 
that it was a reasonable restriction on 
elected officials to protect the integ-
rity of the bench. 

Now, there was discussion about 
whether or not that could apply also to 
legislators, and there were questions 
about that. I would point you back to 
the fact that legislatures at the State 
level currently prohibit direct solicita-
tion while they are in session. 

So my STOP Act, I believe, meets 
constitutional muster based on Su-
preme Court rulings. But should there 
be any question, then we can simply 
make it apply to days that we are in 
session, hours that we are in session. 
Frankly, we could solve it most easily 
by simply passing a House rule, be-
cause, you see, a rule that this body 
imposes upon itself survives any con-
stitutional scrutiny. 

So I start by asking my colleagues to 
cosponsor the STOP Act, H.R. 4443. If 
we fail to move the STOP Act, let’s 
have an honest conversation within 
this body about the current blight that 
fundraising imposes on our ability to 
do work, because this is not the best 
we can do. 

Where are our solutions to the issues 
I mentioned of border security, of na-
tional security, of balanced budget, of 
tax reforms, of VA health care, of pro-
tecting law enforcement? Where are 
our solutions? They are not found at 
fundraisers. They are not found on the 
other end of a cold call that you make 
to ask for a contribution. 

The answers are found among the 
community of stakeholders that sent 
us here, those on the front lines every 
day of these issues, communities like 
mine in Pinellas County who gave me 
the public trust. Every day my first re-
sponsibility and the responsibility of 
every Member of this Congress is to 
honor that public trust. 

You see, the answers are not in fund-
raisers or on the other end of a fund-
raising phone call. The answers are in 
our community and in the voices of our 
community as represented by elected 
officials here in this well. But we are 
not here. It is 4:45, and we are done for 
the day but for fundraising and but for 
making phone calls. 

Let’s get off the phone with donors. 
Let’s leave that to campaign organiza-
tions, and let’s get on the phone with 
the constituents who have asked us to 
give voice to their concerns. Let’s find 
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the answers where they lie, not across 
the street in call suites, not at fund-
raisers. We can do so much better, and 
we are fooling ourselves if we don’t re-
alize that. 

If we take anything from the polit-
ical landscape this year, it is that the 
American people are calling the bluff 
of folks who continue to mislead and 
misrepresent. It is misleading and it is 
misrepresenting when we promise that 
we are working on critical issues of the 
country when, in fact, we are not even 
in the office but we are across the 
street raising money. 

I would love to take on broader cam-
paign finance reform. We all have 
strong opinions. Mine start first with 
protecting the First Amendment rights 
of anyone to participate in an election. 

We will never get to the bigger re-
forms if we ignore this very basic truth 
that many in this body, as a result of 
the pressure of campaigns, spend more 
time asking you for money than asking 
you for solutions, more time fund-
raising than legislating. 

I didn’t run to become a professional 
fundraiser. I ran to hopefully con-
tribute to solutions that are des-
perately wanted by the American peo-
ple, solutions that require consensus 
across the aisle, but solutions that 
first and foremost require a commit-
ment to serve, a commitment to tackle 
the hardest issues among us. 

I started by saying I believe deeply in 
this institution, and I do. This is the 
greatest legislative body the world has 
ever seen, but let’s honor that history. 
Just as when we took the oath of office 
to well and faithfully execute the du-
ties of this office, let’s honor that, be-
cause we are not faithfully executing 
the duties of this office when the 
Chamber is empty at 4:45 but the call 
suites across the street are full. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

MARCH 1, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to section 
4703(b) of the Barry Goldwater Scholarship 
and Excellence in Education Act (20 U.S.C. 
4703), I am pleased to appoint the following 
Member to the Board of Trustees of the 
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence 
in Education Foundation. 

Rep. John B. Larson of Connecticut. 
Best regards, 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 52 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4507. A letter from the Director, Trans-
parency and Accountability Reporting Divi-
sion, Office of the Chief Financial Officer, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Uniform Adminis-
trative Requirements, Cost Principles, and 
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards 
(RIN: 0505-AA15) received February 26, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

4508. A letter from the Director, Engineer-
ing and Environmental Staff, Water and En-
vironmental Programs, Rural Utilities Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Environ-
mental Policies and Procedures (RIN: 0575- 
AC56) received February 26, 2016, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

4509. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule — Prevailing Rate Sys-
tems; Definition of Hancock County, Mis-
sissippi, to a Nonappropriated Fund Federal 
Wage System Wage Area (RIN: 3206-AN20) re-
ceived February 26, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4510. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final and 
temporary regulations — PATH Act Changes 
to Section 1445 [TD 9751] (RIN: 1545-BN22) re-
ceived February 26, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

4511. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Applicable Federal Rates — March 
2016 (Rev. Rul. 2016-07) received February 26, 
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 
868); to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

4512. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Update for Weighted Average Interest 
Rates, Yield Curves, and Segment Rates [No-
tice 2016-18] received February 26, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

4513. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Mid-Year Changes to Safe Harbor 
Plans and Safe Harbor Notices [Notice 2016- 
16] received February 26, 2016, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

4514. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final reg-

ulations — Reporting of Specified Foreign 
Financial Assets [TD 9752] (RIN: 1545-BM54) 
received February 26, 2016, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

4515. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final and 
temporary regulations — Amendments to 
the Low-Income Housing Credit Compliance- 
Monitoring Regulations [TD 9753] (RIN: 1545- 
BL84) received February 26, 2016, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

4516. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Qualified Zone Academy Bond Alloca-
tions for 2015 and 2016 [Notice 2016-20] re-
ceived February 26, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

4517. A letter from the Deputy Chief Coun-
sel for Regulations and Security Standards, 
Transportation Security Administration, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s Major final rule — 
Passenger Screening Using Advanced Imag-
ing Technology [Docket No.: TSA-2013-0004] 
(RIN: 1652-AA67) received February 26, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Homeland Security. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BURGESS: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 632. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 3716) to amend 
title XIX of the Social Security Act to re-
quire States to provide to the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services certain informa-
tion with respect to provider terminations, 
and for other purposes (Rept. 114–440). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York (for himself and Mr. 
HANNA): 

H.R. 4654. A bill to direct the Attorney 
General to carry out a pilot program to pro-
vide grants to eligible entities for diversion 
programs to divert individuals with low-level 
drug offenses to drug treatment programs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PALAZZO (for himself, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. BOST, Mr. OLSON, Mr. 
SHERMAN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. COLE, Mr. 
CARTER of Georgia, Mr. KIND, Mr. 
BARR, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, and Mr. 
MACARTHUR): 

H.R. 4655. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a minimum 
automatic extension of certain Federal tax 
deadlines in the case of Federally declared 
disasters; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself, Mr. 
MCKINLEY, Mr. SERRANO, and Mr. 
JENKINS of West Virginia): 
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