February 29, 2016

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
subject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, one of
the concerns that I think we in the
Congressional Black Caucus have as it
relates to the Presidency of President
Obama—and Representative BEATTY
pointed this out—is that there is a feel-
ing in many corners of America that
this President is treated differently.

I am not sure if it is because there
are some people here in the Capitol
who have something against folks from
Hawaii. I am not sure if it is his Kansas
roots. I don’t know if they dislike the
fact that he was a community orga-
nizer in terms of one of the jobs that he
held after school.

I don’t know if they dislike the fact
that he is so well educated from Co-
lumbia and Harvard Law Schools. I
don’t know if it is the fact that he was
the President of the Harvard Law Re-
view or a constitutional law professor
at the University of Chicago Law
School, one of the top five law schools
in this country.

I don’t really know what it is about
Barack Obama that they want to treat
him differently than almost any other
President who has served at 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue. I am trying to figure
it out. What is it about Barack Obama
that he has to be treated with such dis-
respect?

The amazing thing to me is that they
have actually failed to stop this Presi-
dent. They gave him no assistance as it
relates to trying to turn the economy
around.

He inherited a train wreck from
George W. Bush and has gotten the
economy back on track. Not a single
Member from the other side of the aisle
voted for the stimulus package, which
was necessary to stabilize the economy
and then build it up.

There was 71 consecutive months of
private sector job creation, and 14 mil-
lion-plus private sector jobs were cre-
ated under this Presidency. The unem-
ployment rate has gone from over 10
percent to under 5 percent. The stock
market has gone from 6,000 to over
16,000.

The deficit has been reduced by more
than $1 trillion. Gas prices are below $2
per gallon. More than 18 million pre-
viously uninsured Americans now have
health coverage.

Not a single one of those accomplish-
ments occurred with a vote from the
other side of the aisle. What is it about
this President that they don’t like?

Now, in his final term—and, by the
way, speaking to strict construc-
tionists—when you look at the United
States Constitution, I can’t find a 3-
year term. I can’t find it. It is a 4-year
term with 325 days left.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

All we are asking is that they just do
their job. It is pretty simple. Give who-
ever the President puts forth a fair
hearing. They have the votes to defeat
any of his nominees.

Let me ask my colleague from Ohio.
What I haven’t been able to understand
is this Justice who I have disagreed
with on many issues. Although he was
strong—Justice Scalia—on the privacy
rights of the American people, the
Fourth Amendment—was concerned
about the criminalization of politics,
these are areas where there is some
common ground.

And certainly he was a giant in
terms of legal thought. The news of his
demise was barely out for public con-
sumption when MITCH MCCONNELL
issued a statement saying: We are not
considering anyone that President
Obama puts forth.

How do you explain that? How do you
interpret that reaction? We couldn’t
even respect the death of Justice
Scalia before the vacancy was politi-
cized, before he was even buried and
funeralized.

Mrs. BEATTY. Congressman
JEFFRIES, I think you answered that
question for me when you gave the
long list of successes that this Presi-
dent has done without their help.

That gave me pause to think: What is
it that is keeping them from doing
their job? Why is it that they are so
threatened?

Maybe it is the success that this
President has brought forth not for you
and I, not for the 435 Members of us,
but he has done this for this Nation. He
has made it a better place.

When we look at what the Justices
do and represent, when we think about
liberties and freedoms and the econ-
omy and our rights, I think they are
afraid that he will appoint someone
who will have that same scholarship,
who will have that same success, some-
one who will bring balance. I think
they are afraid of the balance.

In the words of another one of our
colleagues, I might add, from the great
State of Ohio, Congresswoman MARCIA
FUDGE, former chair of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus—she has words
that she is entering, but I would like to
quote from her words to remind us why
we are saying: Senate Republicans, do
your job.

She reminds us, as Members of Con-
gress, we made a promise to our con-
stituents that we would faithfully dis-
charge the duties and the oath of office
which we took, which we were elected
to. She reminded me in her words that
it is so important for us to say tonight
to the Senate: Do your job. Do your
job.

I think they are afraid. So I am going
to issue a challenge. Congresswoman
BARBARA LEE said that you are here to-
night initiating this topic because we
are sounding the alarm, we are ringing
the bell.

I challenge them to answer that
question. I challenge them to share
with not only the Congressional Black
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Caucus, not only the Members of Con-
gress, not only the Members of the
Senate, but they have an obligation to
America, to the citizens of these
United States, Mr. Speaker, for them
to tell us why they are not doing their
job.

Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank the distin-
guished gentlewoman for those very
powerful words. I can only hope, as we
close this Special Order hour, that our
colleagues from across this Capitol will
see fit simply to adhere to their con-
stitutional responsibilities to consider
any nominee put forth by President
Obama comprehensively and fairly and
to faithfully execute those obligations
consistent with their oath of office, not
for the good of this President, not for
the good of this Article I Congress, but
for the good of the United States of
America.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
MCcCARTHY) for today and March 1 on
account of district business.

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today and March 1 on
account of representational duties in
her congressional district.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today
and March 1.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today through March 4.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 12 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 1, 2016, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4494. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy for the Under Secretary, Personnel
and Readiness, Department of Defense,
transmitting a letter authorizing ten officers
to wear the insignia of the grade of major
general or brigadier general, as indicated,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Public Law
104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law
108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

4495. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy for the Under Secretary, Personnel
and Readiness, Department of Defense,
transmitting a letter authorizing Colonel
Paul H. Pardew, United States Army, to
wear the insignia of the grade of brigadier
general, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B);
Public Law 104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by
Public Law 108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3)); (117 Stat.
1458); to the Committee on Armed Services.

4496. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy for the Under Secretary, Personnel



H1044

and Readiness, Department of Defense,
transmitting a letter on the approved retire-
ment of General John F. Campbell, United
States Army, and his advancement to the
grade of general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

4497. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a letter regarding the potential for a
public health emergency that exists involv-
ing the Zika virus, pursuant to 21 U.S.C.
360bbb-3; June 25, 1938, ch. 675, Sec. 564 (as
added by Public Law 1 08-136, Sec. 1603(a));
(117 Stat. 1684); to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

4498. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No.: DDTC 15-134, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4499. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No.: DDTC 15-052, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4500. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No. DDTC 15-086, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4501. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No. DDTC 15-123, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4502. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No. DDTC 15-100, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4503. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting a certifi-
cation for calendar year 2015, consistent with
the resolution of advice and consent to rati-
fication of the Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Development, Production, Stock-
piling, and Use of Chemical Weapons and on
Their Destruction, adopted by the Senate of
the United States on April 24, 1997, and Exec-
utive Order 13346 of July 8, 2004; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

4504. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMF'S, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Bering Sea and Aleu-
tian Islands Crab Rationalization Program
[Docket No.: 151223999-6040-011 (RIN: 0648-
BF68) received February 26, 2016, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

4505. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting the Report of the Attorney General to
the Congress of the United States on the Ad-
ministration of the Foreign Agents Registra-
tion Act, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 621; June 8,
1938, ch. 327, Sec. 11 (as amended by Public
Law 104-65, Sec. 19); (109 Stat. 704); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
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4506. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a letter and relevant docu-
mentation concerning the implementation of
commitments in the Joint Plan of Action,
pursuant to the Iran Freedom and Counter-
Proliferation Act of 2012, the Iran Sanctions
Act of 1996, the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012, and the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2012; jointly to the Committees on For-
eign Affairs, the Judiciary, Oversight and
Government Reform, Financial Services, and
Ways and Means.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. SHUSTER: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 1471. A bill to
reauthorize the programs and activities of
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy; with an amendment (Rept. 114-436). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

Mr. McCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 4401. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to provide
countering violent extremism training to
Department of Homeland Security represent-
atives at State and local fusion centers, and
for other purposes (Rept. 114-437). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 4084. A
bill to enable civilian research and develop-
ment of advanced nuclear energy tech-
nologies by private and public institutions
and to expand theoretical and practical
knowledge of nuclear physics, chemistry,
and materials science; with an amendment
(Rept. 114-438). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and
Commerce. H.R. 4557. A bill to allow for judi-
cial review of any final rule addressing na-
tional emission standards for hazardous air
pollutants for brick and structural clay
products or for clay ceramics manufacturing
before requiring compliance with such rule
(Rept. 114-439). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. KILMER (for himself and Mr.
HECK of Washington):

H.R. 4648. A bill to provide incentives for
investment in green stormwater infrastruc-
ture, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Mr.
CONYERS, Ms. BASS, Mr. HASTINGS,
Mr. LEWIS, Ms. LEE, Ms. MOORE, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. MEEKS, and
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama):

H.R. 4649. A Dbill to support the Inter-
national Decade for People of African De-
scent, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself and
Mr. PASCRELL):

H.R. 4650. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for an exten-
sion of certain Medicare long-term care hos-
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pital payment rules; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.
By Mr. McCAUL (for himself, Mr. LAN-

GEVIN, Mr. MEEHAN, Ms. DELBENE,
Mr. BisHOP of Michigan, Mr. TED
LIEU of California, Mr. HURD of

Texas, Miss RICE of New York, Mr.
FARENTHOLD, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. MCNERNEY,
Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mrs. MIMI WALTERS
of California, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, and Mr. REICHERT):

H.R. 4651. A bill to establish in the legisla-
tive branch the National Commission on Se-
curity and Technology Challenges; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committees on the Judici-
ary, and Foreign Affairs, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. TAKAI (for himself, Ms. JUDY
CHU of California, Mr. HONDA, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr.
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. MOORE, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. LEE,
Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. NOLAN, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. RANGEL, and Ms.
JACKSON LEE):

H.R. 4652. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to codify the Revised Pay
As You Earn Repayment plan, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, and in addition to the
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. TONKO (for himself, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. CARDENAS, Mr.
GENE GREEN of Texas, and Mr.
MCNERNEY):

H.R. 4653. A Dbill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to increase assistance for
States, water systems, and disadvantaged
communities; to encourage good financial
and environmental management of water
systems; to strengthen the Environmental
Protection Agency’s ability to enforce the
requirements of the Act; and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana (for him-
self, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Ms.
BORDALLO, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr.
CARDENAS, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
MARINO, Mr. McCAUL, Mr. PAYNE, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. RANGEL, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
VARGAS, and Mr. YODER):

H. Res. 627. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of February 29, 2016, as
‘“Rare Disease Day’’; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. RICHMOND:

H. Res. 628. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the African-Americans who duly won elec-
tion to the House during the post-Civil War
Reconstruction Era but were wrongly denied
the right to take their seats should be recog-
nized as former Members of the House; to the
Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for
himself, Mr. CosSTA, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
RANGEL, Ms. LEE, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr.
ENGEL, Ms. TSONGAS, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. CLARK of Massa-
chusetts, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. PASCRELL,

Ms. EDWARDS, Ms. BONAMICI, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of
California, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms.
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