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As a member of the Rare Disease 

Caucus, I urge my colleagues in both 
Chambers to advance this bipartisan 
initiative. On this Rare Disease Day 
and every other day, let us remember 
that the stakes are high and families 
are counting on us. 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. MARGUERITA 
WASHINGTON 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today saddened by the passing of a true 
public servant, Dr. Marguerita Wash-
ington, the long-time publisher of the 
Omaha Star newspaper. 

When the Omaha Star began in 1938, 
it focused on printing positive news 
and being a champion for African 
American progress. When Dr. Wash-
ington succeeded her aunt, Mildred 
Brown, in running the paper, she suc-
cessfully carried this responsibility for 
over three decades, making the Omaha 
Star a national landmark. 

Dr. Washington was a robust and 
principled voice for social justice. 
Through the Omaha Star, she enlight-
ened the public on a variety of matters, 
including health care, jobs, and edu-
cation. 

Her advocacy has garnered many 
well-deserved accolades and awards, in-
cluding recognition by this body in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. She devoted 
her life to serving the citizens of 
Omaha, Nebraska, and the impact of 
her efforts will endure for generations 
to come. 

May God bless Marguerita Wash-
ington. May her memory strengthen 
and comfort all who mourn this re-
markable woman. 

f 

FIRST COLONY LITTLE LEAGUE 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, last Satur-
day, in the early afternoon, two beau-
tiful words rang out: play ball. 

The 2016 First Colony Little League 
season had begun. All the players are 
special, but one group stands out. It is 
called the Dream League. 

This is season 9 for the Dream 
League. 100-plus more players with 
physical and intellectual challenges 
played baseball. Each player has at 
least one volunteer helping them, like 
Angel in the outfield in this picture to 
my left. 

This picture is what the Dream 
League is all about, a big ear-to-ear 
smile for everyone involved. Our 
Dream League team played in the 
World Series for Little League in 2015. 

America, if you want to see what 
makes our country so great, come to 
Sugar Land, Texas. Watch a Dream 
League game. See kids who are special 
because of what they can do and not 
because of what they cannot do. 

Batter up. 
f 

RENEGOTIATION OF WASSENAAR 
ARRANGEMENT INTRUSION 
SOFTWARE CONTROLS 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today 
we learned of the Obama administra-
tion’s decision to renegotiate a set of 
export controls that could have been 
hugely detrimental to our national se-
curity. 

I want to thank President Obama for 
his leadership on cybersecurity gen-
erally and specifically on this issue. 

In 2013, Wassenaar member states 
added intrusion software to the list of 
export-controlled products. While the 
addition was well-intentioned, since we 
certainly do not want companies mak-
ing a profit selling hacking tools to re-
pressive regimes, the language used 
was simply too broad and encompassed 
vital cybersecurity tools and even fun-
damental vulnerability research. 

The plan to renegotiate is the cul-
mination of a months-long process in-
volving industry, a number of agencies, 
and 124 of my colleagues in this Cham-
ber. 

Mr. Speaker, I deeply appreciate the 
work of the Bureau of Industry and Se-
curity in shepherding this process and 
the National Security Council for push-
ing for its resolution. 

Now, we still have work to do with 
our international partners, but today 
is a validation of our ability to come 
together, government and industry, to 
address difficult challenges in cyberse-
curity policy. This is a good news 
story. 

f 

b 1900 

VOICE FOR THE ESSURE SISTERS 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to tell the story of Kendra Kilroy 
of Quincy, Massachusetts, one of tens 
of thousands of women harmed by the 
permanent sterilization device Essure. 

Because of Essure, she has lived in 
debilitating pain. She has lived in anx-
iety, thinking maybe her doctor was 
right and her symptoms were really 
just in her head. She lived in sadness, 
missing out on field trips, school plays, 
and a Christmas concert for her chil-
dren because she was too sick and too 
tired. Mostly, she lived in anger, find-
ing out that the Essure coil was mi-
grating through her fallopian tube and 
into her body. She now lives in hope, 
knowing we have people fighting with 
and for us to protect so many women 
from the same fate. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise as a voice for the 
Essure sisters, to tell this Chamber 
that their stories are real, their pain is 
real, and their fight is real. 

My bill, the E-Free Act, can halt this 
tragedy by removing this dangerous de-
vice from the market. Too many 
women have been harmed. 

I urge my colleagues to join this 
fight because stories like Kendra’s are 
too important to ignore. 

f 

RARE DISEASE DAY 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, today is 
Rare Disease Day. It is the reason why 
I am wearing this special tie given to 
me by Minnesotan Erica Barnes as part 
of the Chloe’s Fight Rare Disease 
Foundation’s Wear Something Rare 
campaign. 

Now, a rare disease is generally de-
fined as a condition that affects fewer 
than 200,000 people, and there are ap-
proximately 7,000 different types of 
rare diseases which impact the health 
of about 30 million Americans, half of 
which are children. 

February 29, a day which is rare in 
itself, is also set aside to bring aware-
ness and improve access to treatment 
and medical representation for people 
living with a rare disease. It is recog-
nized by over 80 countries around the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, there is more that we 
can do to help. The House passed the 
21st Century Cures Act with strong bi-
partisan support to help lower barriers 
to medical innovation and provide crit-
ical funding to find cures and treat-
ment for medical afflictions, including 
rare diseases. 

So on this Rare Disease Day, we raise 
attention to this issue and the need to 
continue our work to help those who 
are suffering from rare diseases. 

f 

TECHNOLOGY IS THE FUTURE 
(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Tom Ardolf and Avant-Garde Tech-
nology Liberation for the recent win at 
the International Consumer Elec-
tronics Show. The group earned the 
Health and Wellness Project of the 
Year from the Consumer Technology 
Association. 

Ardolf and his group designed an im-
pressive home automation system for a 
woman who is a quadriplegic. Origi-
nally, they were asked to create a sys-
tem that would allow the woman to 
easily change the volume on her tele-
vision. Instead, they went above and 
beyond, creating a system that allows 
her to control her entire media center, 
unlock her door, adjust her lighting, 
and even place phone calls. 

Technology’s role in the world is rap-
idly increasing. With the increase, 
many new frontiers have been discov-
ered and explored. I am proud to rep-
resent a State and district that is 
home to medical innovation. 
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I am constantly amazed by how tech-

nology has the capacity to improve and 
even save lives. That is exactly what 
Tom Ardolf and his team demonstrated 
with this automation system. I applaud 
their ingenuity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE GREENFIELD 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in recognition of 
the Greenfield Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment stationed in Erie County, which 
has been named Pennsylvania’s EMS 
Agency of the Year. 

I am proud to have these dedicated 
volunteers stationed in Pennsylvania’s 
Fifth Congressional District. Just 2 
years ago, their department only had 
two active volunteers, two active mem-
bers. Now they have a team of 25, with 
an additional 2 junior members. 

Responders say 70 percent of their 
calls are for emergency services and 
that their department hasn’t missed a 
call in 2 years. Department officials 
say that they are overjoyed with the 
support they have received from both 
the volunteers and their community. 

At a time when many volunteer fire 
departments in my State and across 
the Nation are shrinking, it is great to 
see this kind of growth. Mr. Speaker, it 
is the dedicated men and women, like 
the volunteers of Greenfield Township, 
that make our communities across 
Pennsylvania safe and great places to 
call home. 

Well done, Greenfield Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

f 

NOAA FEES 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration will begin charging 
New England fishermen new fees—$710 
per fishing trip, to be exact—that could 
destroy an historic industry. 

Granite State fishermen—just 10 re-
maining boat operators—are already 
struggling under regulations that se-
verely limit their catch. Now fisher-
men like David Goethel will also be re-
sponsible for the cost of Federal con-
tractors who monitor them at sea. 

NOAA has always paid these associ-
ated costs. The agency has delayed im-
plementation of new fees several times 
over the years, but somehow NOAA has 
always found the extra money in its $6 
billion budget. In my letter to the chief 
administrator, I asked where the 
money is going, and the agency can’t 
account for much of it, nor can they 
appreciate nor understand the eco-
nomic impact of its regulations. 

The gentleman from Maine (Mr. 
POLIQUIN) and I introduced legislation 

to stop NOAA’s new fees. An historic 
way of life and good jobs up and down 
the New England coast are at stake. I 
ask for your help. 

f 

WE MUST PROTECT OUR ANGELS 
ABROAD 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Peace Corps volunteers are America’s 
angels abroad. These unique volunteers 
are some of our best diplomats. They 
travel to the ends of the Earth to 
spread the message of democracy in 
lands far, far away. 

Sometimes they work alone, and 
they help in remote regions of the 
world, areas where most of us could not 
even locate with Google Maps. They 
help small villages with sanitation and 
lack of water, for instance, and they do 
it all with great passion. 

These volunteers are called to serve. 
However, we must serve and protect 
these volunteers as well. 

Sometimes bad things happen to 
Peace Corps volunteers overseas. If so, 
America must help with medical serv-
ices. We must help with care and coun-
seling if they are assaulted in a foreign 
country. That is why Congress passed 
the Kate Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer 
Protection Act of 2011. 

But Congress must continue to advo-
cate for victims in the Peace Corps. We 
need to make sure that our volunteers 
with service-related medical conditions 
and injuries are cared for and com-
pensated both in the field and when 
they return home to America. 

We must protect these angels abroad. 
After all, Mr. Speaker, they are ambas-
sadors to the world from America. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING AMPLIVOX SOUND 
SYSTEMS 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize AmpliVox Sound Systems, 
a small business in Northbrook, Illi-
nois. 

The Northbrook Chamber of Com-
merce recently named AmpliVox Busi-
ness of the Year for 2016. AmpliVox has 
been providing the community with in-
novative sound systems since the 1950s 
and has grown to become an industry 
leader. In the past 5 years, the com-
pany’s revenue grew by over 60 percent. 

Most admirably, throughout this 
growth, the company has not lost sight 
of the community it serves. CEO Don 
Roth sets an example for small busi-
nesses across the Nation through his 
integrity, vision, and emphasis on com-
munity involvement. 

Small businesses like AmpliVox are 
truly the backbone of our economy and 
our communities. Unfortunately, back-

wards Federal regulations are making 
it harder and harder for small busi-
nesses to thrive and create more jobs. 

I am committed to doing all that I 
can in this body to support small busi-
nesses and get more people back to 
work. 

Congratulations, again, to AmpliVox 
Sound Systems and Don Roth. Thank 
you for representing the Northbrook 
community with passion and integrity. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE LIVE LIKE 
BELLA CHILDHOOD CANCER 
FOUNDATION 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to urge our south Florida 
community to attend the Live Like 
Bella Superhero 5K Run/Walk this Sat-
urday, March 5, at 8 a.m. at Zoo Miami, 
as you can see here. 

Bella Rodriguez-Torres was the old-
est daughter of Shannah and Raymond, 
the founders of the Live Like Bella 
Childhood Cancer Foundation. 

Bella was diagnosed with an aggres-
sive type of cancer when she was only 
4 years old. Doctors and medical ex-
perts only gave her a few months to 
live, but Bella miraculously lived and 
courageously fought cancer six times 
until her death in 2013. During that 
time, Bella never feared. Instead, Bella 
encouraged everyone around her to 
enjoy life and appreciate each moment. 

By creating this wonderful organiza-
tion, Bella’s parents and all of their 
supporters fight pediatric cancer while 
offering much-needed support for fami-
lies. I encourage everyone in our com-
munity to attend this organization’s 
run on Saturday and help end the num-
ber one disease killer of children today. 

Let’s all support the Live Like Bella 
Foundation. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH 
‘‘NORMAN’’ O’CLAIR 

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, one of 
our brave American heroes is the late 
U.S. Army Corporal Joseph O’Clair of 
Ashland, Maine. 

Corporal O’Clair fought for our free-
dom and was seriously wounded in the 
brutal month-long Battle of Heart-
break Ridge in Korea. 

In November, our congressional office 
presented Corporal O’Clair with his 
long-overdue Purple Heart. Sadly, 
Norm passed away just 2 weeks ago. 

Norm was a loving husband, father, 
and grandfather from a small town in 
Aroostook County, Maine. He and 
Lydia were married for more than 61 
years and raised five terrific children. 
After the war, Norm worked alongside 
two of his three sons at the Fournier 
Logging and Pinkham Lumber compa-
nies. He was an avid outdoorsman, a 
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