June 22, 2016

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the Bull Run Civil War Round
Table on the occasion of its 25th anniversary
and in commending the organization for its ef-
forts to preserve Civil War history.

—

U.K. REFERENDUM

HON. GEORGE HOLDING

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, the
British people will vote in a historic referendum
on the question of their continued Membership
in the European Union.

Their ultimate decision on whether to re-
main, or to leave, will—without question—have
implications on not only their future, but also
on the future of the European Union.

Mr. Speaker, there has naturally been a tre-
mendous amount of debate on both the likely
final vote tally and on the precise outcomes of
any given result.

And as we have observed this debate, wit-
nessed domestic and international financial
markets respond to swings in polling data, and
listened to endless speculation by the pundits,
there should be one thing that is absolutely
certain—with no room for debate or specula-
tion.

That, regardless of the outcome of the ref-
erendum, is the commitment on the part of the
United States to stand—unequivocally—with
our trusted ally the United Kingdom.

However Mr. Speaker, leading up to the
vote tomorrow, the Obama administration has
certainly been keen to express their preferred
outcome, and justifications for this position.

And quite publicly.

It has even been suggested that the United
States would not be in the market for a bilat-
eral Free Trade Agreement with an inde-
pendent United Kingdom.

Thus placing the Special Relationship at
quote “the back of the queue”.

This type of rhetoric and effort to tilt the
scales has been particularly troubling.

Fortunately Mr. Speaker, | do not believe
that this, and other such statements, reflect
the prevailing belief in Congress that the
United States would abandon our ally—let
alone seek to actively penalize the United
Kingdom for any decision made by their citi-
zens.

Our relationship with the United Kingdom
will remain strong.

The Special Relationship enjoyed by the
United States and the United Kingdom has
long advanced our shared values and forged
a unique and unbreakable bond between our
peoples.

Our relationship with the United Kingdom
has weathered all storms and stood up to the
countless challenges placed before it.

It is a central factor in the foreign, security,
economic, and trading policies of our nation.

It has advanced prosperity and defended
the security of our nation and the free world.

Simply put, the United States is stronger be-
cause of the Special Relationship.

Regardless of the vote tomorrow, the United
States will stand shoulder to shoulder with the
United Kingdom.

We will not abandon our shared commit-
ment to freedom, security, democracy, human
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rights, and a strong and enduring transatlantic
relationship.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes on Tuesday, June 21, 2016. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay” on roll call
vote 334 and “yea” on roll call votes 335 and
336.

————————

IN RECOGNITION OF FARM CRED-
IT'S CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, as we near its
100th anniversary, | write today to commend
the cooperative owners and the employees of
the Farm Credit System for their continuing
service in meeting the credit and financial
services needs of rural communities in New
Hampshire.

As a Member of the House Agriculture com-
mittee, | was pleased to cosponsor House
Resolution 591, which commemorates the
Farm Credit System centennial. The Farm
Credit System was established by Congress
through the Federal Farm Loan Act of 1916,
and signed into law on July 17, 1916, by
President Woodrow Wilson. Congress de-
signed the Farm Credit System as a perma-
nent means to support the well-being and vi-
tality of America’s rural communities and farm-
ers.

My district is served by two Farm Credit as-
sociations: Farm Credit East and Yankee
Farm Credit. Together, they have over $235
million in loan commitments to their customer
owners in the Granite State.

Several leaders of both organizations are
from my district, including Paul Franklin, Chair-
man of the Yankee Farm Credit Board, and
Steve Taylor, former New Hampshire Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, both of whom are from
Plainfield, and Thomas Colgan from Lyme.
Farm Credit East board members Henry Hun-
tington of Loudon and Tim Chan of Claremont
are also from New Hampshire’s second dis-
trict.

Farm Credit is involved in the agricultural
community throughout New Hampshire, sup-
porting organizations like Land for Good,
which seeks to provide land access to farm-
ers, and Annie’s Project which assists women
in agriculture. Farm Credit staff serve in lead-
ership roles for the New Hampshire 4-H
Foundation and supporting programs such as
UNH Extension’s Agriculture and Natural Re-
source Business Institute.

Farm Credit has demonstrated its commit-
ment to its customer owners in New Hamp-
shire for a century, and | look forward to its
continued commitment for the next one hun-
dred years.
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THE GREAT AND HOLY COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratu-
late the Orthodox Christian community, and
recognize the historic Great and Holy Council
meeting in Greece from June 19-26, 2016.

Bringing together 350 leaders of 14 Ortho-
dox Christian Churches from Istanbul to Anti-
och to Romania to Slovakia, this Council rep-
resents more than 300 million followers world-
wide, including one million Americans. While
Council attendees self-govern their churches,
they remain united in their values, faith, liturgy,
and following of Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew of Constantinople.

Under the leadership of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarch, this is the first gathering of Orthodox
churches in 1,200 years. The Council will un-
derscore the direction, purpose, and mission
of Orthodox Christian Churches. It is an op-
portunity to discuss the Diaspora and relations
with other Christian churches worldwide.

The Ecumenical Patriarch has an unsur-
passed record for steering cooperative effort,
adding this remarkable Council to his record of
success. Often referred to as the “first among
equals” by his followers, the Ecumenical Patri-
arch maintains collegial relations with other
Patriarchs and hierarchical leaders. His effec-
tiveness as a leader is complemented by his
gracious and generous spirit.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when religious divi-
sion remains a source of conflict and suffering,
| celebrate this Council for its message of
unity, tolerance, and peace.

—————

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL
BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS
LOCAL 202 (1916-2016)

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Teamsters Local 202.
Let me congratulate Local 202’s President,
Daniel Kane, Jr., Business Agent John Rieder
and all the officers, trustees and the member-
ship for your continued service to the Union
and the Labor Movement.

When the Great War, World War |, raged on
in Europe in 1916, Teamsters Local 202 was
born. This organization helped immigrants
from all walks of life who came to this great
city and Nation for a better life and to live the
American Dream. “A fair day’s pay for a fair
day’s work” has been the Teamsters’ motto
and their label that has provided and improved
the quality of life of workers’ rights through
collective bargaining, negotiating and ratifying
good contract agreements. Through collective
bargaining, the union has been able to ride
out the storms of rolling economies, and has
made sacrifices to ensure that Local 202 con-
tinues to exist for all workers, young and old.

Through the hustle and bustle of everyday
life, Local 202 has stood strong for 100
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years—weathering historic global and local
events such as The Great Depression and the
two Great Wars, World War | and World War
1. During the economic boom of the 50’s and
the 60’s, Local 202 grew its membership and
was able to include itself in all facets of manu-
facturing, including food service and light in-
dustrial industries.

Local 202 represented the workers of the
produce and food service industry from the
early days, on the West Side of Manhattan’s
historic Cobblestoned Streets. In 1967, the
NYC Terminal Market was born at Hunts Point
in the Bronx, New York. With its opening,
Local 202’s membership grew as more and
more companies expanded in the market-
place. Today, more than any other Produce
Terminal Market in the world, the New York
City Terminal Market revenues exceed 2 bil-
lion dollars annually. It has become a haven
for many workers and allowed them to build a
better life for themselves and their families
with the help and support of the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters Local 202.

Mr. Speaker, it shall be their goal through
the current administration and future adminis-
trations to continue to represent workers in all
industries and be able to succeed into future
generations. | ask you and my colleagues to
join me in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of
International Brotherhood of Teamsters Local
202.

OP-ED ABOUT CONGRESSMAN ED-
WARD R. ROYBAL AND FRED
ROSS

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to share with my colleagues a Los
Angeles Times op-ed by Gabriel Thompson,
which describes how my father, the late Con-
gressman Edward R. Roybal, worked with the
legendary community organizer Fred Ross to
form the Community Service Organization in
Boyle Heights. In this op-ed, and in his new
book, “America’s Social Arsonist,” Mr. Thomp-
son describes how residents in and around
Boyle Heights mobilized to register local vot-
ers so that these voters could make their
voices heard in government. There is no right
more fundamental, vital, and powerful in our
society than the right to vote. The work that
my father and Mr. Ross did together helped so
many Angelenos exercise that right.

| would like to submit the following op-ed:

[From the Los Angeles Times, Apr. 18, 2016]
How To REGISTER LATINO VOTERS
(By Gabriel Thompson)

The Spanish-language channel Univision
hopes to register 3 million new Latino voters
before the November election. The organiza-
tion Voto Latino is sending volunteers to
Mana and Los Tigres del Norte concerts with
an app that scans driver’s licenses and quick-
ly registers new voters. The National Coun-
cil of La Raza and the League of United
Latin American Citizens are once again
staffing their long-running registration cam-
paigns.

It’s no secret why: ‘““The rule is no one can
make it to the White House without the His-
panic vote,” said Univision anchor Jorge
Ramos.
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In the 1992 presidential election, Latinos
cast 4.2 million votes. By 2012, that number
had nearly tripled, to 11.2 million. Now the
Pew Research Center estimates that between
2012 and November 2016, 3.2 million U.S.-born
Latino citizens will turn 18 and be eligible to
vote; another 1.2 million Latino immigrants
will become naturalized citizens.

These numbers, however, obscure another
trend: Since 1992, voter registration rates
among Latinos have remained stuck at
around 58%. By comparison, about three-
quarters of whites and blacks are registered
voters. This is crucial, because once Latinos
register, they vote. About 82% of registered
Latino voters went to the polls in 2012, just
five points below the turnout of white reg-
istered voters.

‘““The principal problem is not voter turn-
out,” concluded a January report published
by CNN en Espanol and the Center for Latin
American, Caribbean and Latino Studies at
City University of New York. The report’s
author, Laird Bergad, didn’t see signs the
registration rate would improve: ‘‘There is
no reason to believe that this will change
substantially by 2016, despite many an-
nounced voter registration drives.”

Of course, that was before Donald Trump
emerged as the Republican front-runner. His
candidacy alone may increase Latino voter
registration this year. But to seal Trump’s
fate, and to change the trajectory Bergad
documented, Univision, Voto Latino and the
other groups should look closely at history.
One of the most successful voter registration
drives among Latinos occurred in East Los
Angeles nearly 70 years ago.

In 1947, a Mexican American social worker
named Edward Roybal ran for Los Angeles
City Council seeking to represent the 9th
District, which included Boyle Heights and
downtown. About a third of the district’s
residents were Latino, Roybal’s natural base.
They were eligible to vote, but few were reg-
istered. Roybal finished third in a field of
five, winning less than half the votes of in-
cumbent Parley Christensen.

After the election, Roybal crossed paths
with a community organizer, Fred Ross, who
worked for Saul Alinksy. Roybal and Ross
formed the Community Service Organization
in Boyle Heights, tackling neighborhood
issues such as police brutality and evictions.
Voter registration was at the center of their
work.

By the time Roybal ran for City Council
again in 1949, the CSO had turned Latinos
into a powerful political force. Roybal
trounced Christensen in the 9th District,
winning more votes in Boyle Heights alone
(12,684) than his opponent did in the entire
district (11,948). Roybal’s final tally—20,562
votes—was a sixfold increase from two years
earlier. He became the first Spanish speaker
on the City Council since 1881.

The key to the CSO’s success was a bottom
up, face to face, community-based campaign.
Ross recruited volunteers who spent night
after night knocking on doors. They hosted
organizing meetings in their living rooms,
where newcomers were signed up to host the
next meeting, inviting more friends and fam-
ily members. “We can . .. we will . . . we
must vote!”’ read one CSO flyer.

Ross kept a 3x6 index card for each reg-
istered voter with a Spanish surname. The
collection grew to more than 10,000. He tal-
lied who was bringing in the most voters,
male or female volunteers. The local news-
paper, El1 Pueblo, reported the results: Three
women registered more than 500 voters
apiece, but no one could touch Matt “Cy-
clone” Arguijos: 2,286 registered voters.

The success in 1949 proved to be repeatable.
In 1968, Ross worked with volunteers from
the United Farm Workers on another East
L.A. registration drive. They signed up 11,000
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voters in 20 days in support of Robert F. Ken-
nedy’s presidential campaign. One of those
UFW volunteers was Marshall Ganz, who
would later help develop Barack Obama’s
2008 field campaign.

“That was my school,” Ganz says of Ross’
East L.A. efforts. “That has always been my
basic point of reference for how you do grass-
roots political work.” It’s not the number of
paid canvassers that matters most, Ganz
adds, but ‘‘recruiting people from the com-
munity to do the work.”’

Canvassing Mana fans at the Forum, and
recruiting celebrities for PSAs, can’t hurt in
2016. But Roybal and Ross’ success in Boyle
Heights lends credence to common sense: To
empower Latinos, the community is key. It’s
great to be able to tap a screen to register to
vote. It’s even better to mobilize a neighbor-
hood to knock on doors, app in hand, until
someone answers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, if | were present, |
would have voted no on roll call number 334
to H.R. 5525. If | were present, | would have
voted yes on roll call number 335 to H.R.
5388. If | were present, | would have voted
yes on roll call number 336 to H.R. 5389.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ROBIN READ
BRUNELLI

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize posthumously the remark-
able contribution of Robin Read Brunelli. Her
mission to transform the National Foundation
for Women Legislators is realized and com-
mended by thousands of elected women lead-
ers throughout the United States.

For seven years, Ms. Brunelli served as a
U.S. Presidential appointee to the Governors
of the Federal Reserve Board, and while
there, radically improved the training programs
at the Federal Reserve Board’s banking
school. Although she served on many non-
profit and corporate boards during her profes-
sional career, she was most proud of her work
for the National Women’s History Museum.
Her collegiate years were spent in America’s
southwest, where she studied William Shake-
speare and taught high school. She hosted
the Midwestern iconic syndicated radio pro-
gram, “Kitchen Klatter” for many years—a sta-
ple of lowa values with a recipe for clean liv-
ing and good meals.

Born in Shenandoah, lowa, Robin Read
Brunelli was known for her remarkable empa-
thy and connectivity to all whom she encoun-
tered. Deaf until age 6, Robin had a deep
awareness of God’s love and path for her life.
Those who were lucky enough to meet her
were engulfed in her grace, intelligence and
empathetic heart. Devoutly committed to her
church and family, Robin Read Brunelli and
her husband Sam leave a legacy of hope and
inspiration to their many children, family mem-
bers and friends.
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