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Act, 2017—Ellison of Minnesota Amendment
No. 2)

On Roll Call 290 | would have voted No.
(H.R. 5325—Legislative Branch Appropriations
Act, 2017—Blackburn of Tennessee Amend-
ment No. 6)

On Roll Call 291 | would have voted Yes.
(H.R. 5325—Legislative Branch Appropriations
Act, 2017—Takano of California Amendment
No. 11)

On Roll Call 292 | would have voted No.
(H.R. 5325—Legislative Branch Appropriations
Act, 2017—Pearce of New Mexico Amend-
ment No. 13)

On Roll Call 293 | would have voted Yes.
(H.R. 5325—Legislative Branch Appropriations
Act, 2017—On Motion to Recommit with In-
structions)

On Roll Call 294 | would have voted No.
(H.R. 5325—Legislative Branch Appropriations
Act, 2017—On Passage)

On Roll Call 295 | would have voted No. (H.
Con. Res. 89—Expressing the sense of Con-
gress that a carbon tax would be detrimental
to the United States economy (Scalise—Ways
and Means)

————

TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF
PLEASANT HILL

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the City of Pleasant Hill,
lowa for its recognition as a 2015 Tree City
USA sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation
in cooperation with the National Association of
State Foresters and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Forest Service’s Urban and Com-
munity Forestry program (the Forest Service).

The City of Pleasant Hill has met the core
standards for tree care during the past year.
Over 135 million Americans live in Tree USA
communities. In its 40th year of celebration,
the Tree City USA program is critical to the
U.S. Forest Service. This federal partner deliv-
ers technical and financial resources to states,
cities and communities across the nation with
each community adhering to a State Action
Plan, guiding investments in each state while
accomplishing local projects and programs.

The U.S. Forest Service and Arbor Day
Foundation cooperate with communities to es-
tablish healthy forests, improve air and water
quality and contribute to important national en-
ergy conservation goals. These local invest-
ments create long term major environmental
improvements nationwide. When communities
like Pleasant Hill are recognized it makes me
proud to represent our great state in the
United States Congress.

| commend the City of Pleasant Hill and
urge my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating them
on receiving this award and in wishing the city
nothing but continued success.
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HONORING MR. KENNETH H.
HOFMANN

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Kenneth Hofmann,
owner of the Rancho Esquon Wildlife Area
and wetlands steward par excellence, for his
commitment to community development and
wildlife preservation.

Mr. Hofmann, a lifelong Californian, has
spent most of the past three decades working
to promote philanthropy, educational and artis-
tic initiatives, and wildlife conservation. In
1990, Mr. Hofmann purchased Rancho
Esquon, a sprawling agricultural property in
Butte County, and began working to restore its
natural habitat. Today, the ranch boasts over
900 acres of wetlands, is home to more than
20,000 trees and 173 species of birds, and
serves as a valuable educational resource.
Over 4,000 students have taken class field
trips to Rancho Esquon, many of whom have
returned to visit the site’s egg salvage facility.

Today, to further expose and educate re-
garding the importance of our wetlands, Mr.
Hofmann is in the process of building the Pa-
cific Flyway Center, a world-class museum
and zoo facility in Suisun Marsh. The Center
is dedicated to inspiring conservation of the
Pacific Flyway, a critical migratory route
stretching from Alaska to Patagonia. Every
year, at least one billion birds migrate along
the Flyway, and its importance to waterfowl
populations cannot be overstated. Upon com-
pletion, the Center will offer educational oppor-
tunities for local students and citizens.

Mr. Hofmann’s charitable organization, The
Hofmann Family Foundation (HFF), has
worked for over 20 years to help young people
in need. In 1995, a $1 million donation from
the HFF created the Concord Community
Youth Center, which today provides edu-
cational and athletic opportunities for 1,900
underprivileged young people. And in 2014,
Mr. Hofmann donated funds to create the De
La Salle Academy, a division of De La Salle
High School dedicated to providing high-qual-
ity education for boys whose financial cir-
cumstances would otherwise prevent private
schooling. By the end of 2016, the Academy
will have 80 students enrolled in the fifth and
sixth grades.

Mr. Speaker, Kenneth Hofmann has dedi-
cated his time and resources for nearly 40
years to enriching the lives of California’s
young people and protecting its environment.
Mr. Hofmann’s efforts have benefitted our
community enormously, and it is fitting and
proper that we honor him here today.

—

CONGRATULATING COLE WILLIAM
McCLINTIC ON ACHIEVING THE

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA’S
(BSA) TOP RANK OF EAGLE
SCOouT

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Cole William McClintic, of Hollister,
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Missouri, on his recent achievement of the
Boy Scouts of America’s (BSA) top rank of
Eagle Scout.

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest rank
attainable in the Boy Scouts of America. It is
the culmination of many years of hard work
and dedication, requiring countless hours of
service, training and learning. An extremely
exclusive honor, especially when considering
that less than two percent of the 112 million
scouts since the BSA’s founding in 1910 have
achieved the Eagle Scout distinction.

Cole has been a member of the BSA since
first grade, and has been involved ever since.
He has held 5 elected positions across his
years in the scouts, with roles ranging from
troop historian, to quartermaster, to troop lead-
er. Due to his impressive career as a scout,
Cole is also a member of the Order of the
Arrow, which is the BSA’s National Honor So-
ciety, a group made up of those scouts
deemed to truly embody the ideals that Boy
Scouts strive to display.

Mr. Speaker, by attaining the rank of Eagle
Scout, Cole has set himself on the path to
achieve future success, and I'm proud to
count him among my constituents. His dedica-
tion in completing the required benchmarks
and community service requirements to reach
the Eagle Scout rank are indicative of his abil-
ity to accomplish whatever goals he sets his
mind to. | wish Cole luck with all his future en-
deavors, and urge my colleagues to join me in
congratulating him on this momentous
achievement.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOAL OF EN-
SURING ALL HOLOCAUST VIC-
TIMS LIVE WITH DIGNITY, COM-
FORT AND SECURITY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support for House Concurrent Resolution 129,
which allows all Holocaust victims to live with
dignity, comfort, and security in their remaining
years. | want to congratulate as well as urge
the Federal Republic of Germany to continue
to reaffirm its commitment to this goal through
a financial commitment to comprehensively
address the health and welfare needs of vul-
nerable victims, including homecare and other
medically prescribed needs.

For over 45 years | have proudly served in
the House of Representatives for one of the
most diverse constituencies in our great coun-
try. Among these wonderful people are a large
number of Jewish people that have suffered
and survived one of the worst crimes in the
history of humanity. Despite severe health
problems and burdened sometimes with pov-
erty and limited income, these proud people
continue to survive their nightmare and con-
tinue to make major contributions to our com-
munity and our country.

The House of Representatives has on June
7, 2016 overwhelmingly passed this bill and
now awaits the consideration in the other
body.

The German people are to be praised for
supporting this Claims Conference and recog-
nizing that the atrocities committed should
never be forgotten. Much more has to be done
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and | want to thank the Metropolitan Council
on Jewish Poverty, The United Jewish Coun-
cil, the UJA Federation of New York, and
other social service organizations providing
care across our own country.

| applaud the Claims Conference for its tire-
less advocacy on behalf of Holocaust sur-
vivors worldwide in order to provide them with
a small measure of justice and the funding
necessary for them to live with dignity, com-
fort, and security.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF RANDY
TAYLOR

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Randy Taylor who is retiring after
more than thirty years of dedicated public
service with the Lewisville Fire Department.
Beginning his career in 1985, Mr. Taylor has
served within the Lewisville Fire Department in
multiple capacities. He is recognized as a
dedicated firefighter and as a knowledgeable
mentor to those who have been privileged to
work with him. Captain Taylor has been an in-
tegral part of the Lewisville Fire Department,
and leaves a lasting legacy of excellence and
leadership.

Mr. Taylor began his career as a volunteer
firefighter and was eventually hired full time by
the department. After serving 8 years, he was
promoted to driver and engineer. His commit-
ment to the department never wavered and
after twenty years he earned the rank of cap-
tain. He has served at 5 of the 7 LFD stations
and he retires as head of station four. He has
been a positive influence on the firefighters he
has worked with over the years and his serv-
ice to the city of Lewisville will not soon be for-
gotten.

| am honored to represent Captain Taylor
and the city of Lewisville in the U.S. House of
Representatives. | salute Captain Taylor for
his exemplary career and extend him my best
wishes upon his retirement and future endeav-
ors.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE YMCA OF
CAPE COD

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize YMCA Cape Cod on the joyous oc-
casion of its 50th Anniversary.

For generations, over ten thousand neigh-
borhoods and local communities around the
country have been enriched by the presence
and services provided by the YMCA. The Y,
as the YMCA is affectionately known, is a cen-
ter from which community life has radiated for
over 160 years. It serves not only as a health
and fitness club but also as a place where
neighbors gather and young people find valu-
able mentors. This exceptional organization is
recognized both nationally and internationally
for its commitment to its mission of youth de-
velopment, healthy living and social responsi-
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bility, while strengthening communities, and
promoting lifelong wellness.

The celebration of YMCA Cape Cod’s land-
mark 50th anniversary gives us reason to re-
flect on the far-reaching influence this center
has had on the Cape Cod community. Since
its incorporation in 1966 following a meeting of
community members in Hyannis, YMCA Cape
Cod has continued to grow and thrive, and the
organization now proudly operates numerous
successful facilities across Cape Cod. A high-
light of YMCA Cape Cod is Camp Lyndon—a
day camp that provides boating lessons, arts
and crafts, family nights and countless other
exciting summer activities for young people
around Cape Cod to enjoy in an environment
that encourages a spirit of adventure and cul-
tivates core values of caring, honesty, respect
and responsibility. Another standout program
is the Teen Achievers Program, a mentorship
program that encourages teens to pursue
higher education opportunities. Additionally, it
provides a range of essential services—from
excellent childcare centers to organized youth
sports year-round.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in congratulating YMCA Cape Cod, its en-
thusiastic staff and dedicated volunteers on
the celebration of 50 years of service to the
Cape Cod Community. | look forward to see-
ing all that this outstanding organization is
going to accomplish in the next 50 years.

—

STAFFORD HIGH SCHOOL MOURNS
THE LOSS OF COACH MICHAEL
MESA

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
life of Stafford High School head baseball
coach Michael Mesa.

At only 25 years old, Michael Mesa died un-
expectedly on May 13, 2016. His death was
unexpected and the cause is still unknown.
Mesa was a Stafford High School 2008 grad-
uate who in his senior year was an all-district
catcher. Michael Mesa was a respected teach-
er and coach, and will be sorely missed. He
is survived by his fiancée and a two year old
son.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, we offer our condo-
lences to the friends and family of Michael
Mesa and the Stafford High School commu-
nity. His leadership and dedication will be
missed.

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
ROGER L. McCREERY

HON. CHRIS STEWART

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Colonel Roger L. McCreery, a close
friend of mine, who has faithfully served the
United States Army and the Tooele Army
Depot for three years, and will now be relin-
quishing command. It is my honor to recog-
nize the many sacrifices and years of service
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Colonel McCreery has given to our great na-
tion. | have had the opportunity to work with
Colonel McCreery on a variety of issues and
| have appreciated his openness and willing-
ness to partner together to help the people of
Utah.

| offer my sincerest thanks for all those who
serve at the Tooele Army Depot, and espe-
cially those who have had the privilege to
serve with Colonel McCreery. | understand the
sacrifices our service men and women make
on behalf of our nation. | am humbled by the
work Colonel McCreery and these individuals
do every day to protect not only my freedom
but our nation’s freedom as well.

Defending honor, duty, and country is the
greatest accomplishment one can achieve in
the U.S. Army. Colonel McCreery’s courage
and dedication has helped make our armed
forces the most respected in the world.

———

COMMEMORATING ECUMENICAL
PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW FOR
CONVENING THE GREAT AND
HOLY COUNCIL OF ORTHODOX
CHURCHES

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Orthodox Christian
Churches, which make up the second largest
Christian Church in the world, who will be
gathering in a Holy and Great Council June
19-26. This is an extraordinary, historic mo-
ment in time for Orthodox Christianity. For
nearly 300 million Christians, many of whom
live in the United States, this Council is of ex-
traordinary historic significance. The adoption
of the Nicene Creed in the year 325, a prayer
that is recited in virtually every Christian
Church in the world, remains the most well-
known result of such a Council.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is con-
vening this Great and Holy Council of Ortho-
dox Churches around the world. The Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch is the 269th direct successor of
the “first-called” Apostle Andrew who estab-
lished his Holy See in that region. Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew is a renowned person
and is no stranger to America where he has
been recognized many times for his note-
worthy accomplishments. Many will recall that
he brought about the world’s first statement by
Muslim and Christian leaders denouncing the
9/11 attacks as an “anti-religious” act.

Among other recognitions of great con-
sequence, the U.S. Congress awarded the Ec-
umenical Patriarch the Congressional Gold
Medal in 1997. We welcome this gathering
and congratulate our three million Orthodox
Christians in America and the 300 million
around the world.

TRIBUTE TO KYLEE MUYSKENS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kylee
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