June 15, 2016

Bakersfield (CSUB) softball team. The Road-
runners advanced to the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) Regionals after
valiantly defeating top-seeded New Mexico
State, clinching the Western Athletic Con-
ference championship. This is the first time in
the history of the Roadrunner softball program
that a team has reached the regional tour-
nament level, which is a testament to the com-
mitment, spirit, and competitiveness of this
year’s team. | applaud the strong leadership of
Head Coach Crissy Buck-Ziegler and Assist-
ant Coach Shelly Prochaska, who have helped
pave the way for the team’s ongoing success.

Accolades like these make me, and thou-
sands of alumni, even more proud to be a
Roadrunner. Ever since the Roadrunners as-
cended to NCAA Division | status in 2010,
they continue to represent our community well,
while competing against the top collegiate
sports teams in the nation. This year is an-
other shining example of the progress the
Roadrunner athletic program has made. The
dedication and hard work reflected by the
Roadrunner softball team is contagious and
spreads throughout the community.

| would like to recognize the efforts of Nadia
Amezcua, Kaylynn Burt, Michelle Cannata,
Adrianna Cardoza, Julea Cavazos, Maddi
Clark, Nicole Curry, Josie Flores, Selena Gon-
zalez, Chris Hipa, Lyndsay Klimenko, Jo
Larios, Amber Mills, Briana Pontecorvo, Syd-
ney Raeber, Alex Simmons, Alyssa Stockton,
and Makenzie Zinger. In the WAC tournament,
the Roadrunners gave up just four runs in
their three game championship streak. All
three wins against the University of Missouri—
Kansas City, and New Mexico State University
(twice) avenged earlier losses to these two
teams during the regular season.

| know the Bakersfield community joins me
in applauding the CSUB softball team’s un-
precedented and historic accomplishments this
season. | hope the program’s demeanor of
confidence, success, and ambition continues
in the seasons to come and | look forward to
more Roadrunner victories.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to be present in the House chamber for cer-
tain roll call votes on Monday, June 13th and
Tuesday, June 14th. Had | been present on
these days, | would have voted ‘aye’ for roll
calls 297, 298, 301, and 302 and ‘nay’ on roll
calls 299, 300 and 303.

———

TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT ALAN
POWERS-WETTESTAD

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Alan
Powers-Wettestad of Boy Scout Troop 520 in
Council Bluffs, lowa for achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout.
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The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Approximately
five percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle
Scout Award. The award is a performance-
based achievement with high standards that
have been well-maintained for more than a
century.

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit
the community. For his project, Alan dedicated
himself to helping families of newborns by pro-
viding them with handmade blankets. He, with
the support of his troop, made over one hun-
dred blankets last fall and delivered them to
the hospital just before Thanksgiving of last
year. He also had the integrity to donate the
remaining monetary donations as a Spirit of
Giving Award to the obstetrics department, en-
abling them to purchase a new rocking chair.
The work ethic, thoughtfulness, and kindness
which Alan Powers-Wettestad has shown in
his Eagle Project and every other project lead-
ing up to his Eagle Scout rank, speaks vol-
umes of his commitment to serving a cause
greater than himself and assisting his commu-
nity.

K/Ir. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. | am honored to represent Alan
Powers-Wettestad and his family in the United
States Congress. | ask that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating him on
reaching the rank of Eagle Scout and in wish-
ing him nothing but continued success in his
future education and career.

———

IN HONOR OF 2017 NASCAR HALL
OF FAME INDUCTEE RAYMOND
PARKS

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and remember the late racing legend
Raymond Parks upon his induction into the
eighth class of the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

If it weren’'t for men like Raymond Parks,
there is no doubt the racing industry as we
know it would not exist today. Mr. Parks was
a pivotal player in both the development and
expansion of NASCAR since its inception.

After serving his country during WWII, Mr.
Parks returned to the United States where he
had begun a career as a stock-car owner be-
fore the war. In 1947, he attended a meeting
in Daytona Beach, Florida that would change
racing forever. Sitting around the table with
other drivers and promoters, they agreed that
racing could not grow without a formal organi-
zation to create rules and give their sport
structure. As a result, NASCAR was born.

From then on Raymond Parks remained an
influential member in motorsports. Known for
being the first successful team owner in rac-
ing, he won the first NACSCAR title ever in
1948. He would continue to work alongside his
original team to dominate the sport until his re-
tirement. Even though Mr. Parks passed away
in 2010, his legacy lives on and will now be
preserved forever in the NASCAR Hall of
Fame.
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This year's class was selected by a com-
prehensive voting panel that included track
owners, retired competitors, industry leaders,
members of the media, and a nationwide fan
vote. In total, a group of five was chosen to
join the ranks of other NASCAR legends in the
Hall of Fame. Mr. Parks is extremely deserv-
ing of this honor and will now be enshrined
forever for his contributions to the sport.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring Raymond Parks, a 2017 inductee of the
NASCAR Hall of Fame.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO BISHOP
ROBERT C. BLAKES, JR.

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Pastor Robert C. Blakes, Jr.
on his Episcopal Consecration to the office of
Bishop. He is the loving husband of Lisa
Blakes and a great father to four children.
Bishop Blakes, Jr. is the eldest son of Bishop
Blakes, Sr. and has been pastoring for more
than 21 years.

He and his brother Bishop Samuel Blakes
serve as Co-Pastors at the New Home Family
Worship Center, a ministry encompassing six
locations across Louisiana and Texas. Bishop
Blakes, Jr. has the pleasure of serving as
Senior Pastor to both the New Orleans and
Houston Ministries.

Bishop Blakes, Jr. started his work in min-
istry when he received his Master's of The-
ology from Christian Bible College of Lou-
isiana. His dedication and love of God has
landed him regular appearances on World
Harvest International and CNN as well as his
own weekly television show alongside his
brother. Bishop Blakes, Jr. has also attracted
global attention with his recently published lit-
erary work, “The Father-Daughter Talk”.

| join with the Blakes family in congratulating
Bishop Blakes, Jr. for his outstanding accom-
plishment.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE LATE
SERGEANT CHARLES H. COCHRANE

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the late NYPD Sergeant Charles H.
Cochrane, whose contributions to New York
City’s civic life are being recognized by the re-
naming of the intersection of West 11th Street
and Washington Street as Sgt. Charles H.
Cochrane Way.

On November 20, 1981, Sgt. Charles H.
Cochrane became the first openly gay officer
in the history of the New York City Police De-
partment when he testified before a City
Council committee considering a proposal to
ban discrimination against homosexuals. Sgt.
Cochrane spoke out in favor of the bill, saying
“I am very proud of being a New York City po-
liceman. And I’'m equally proud of being gay.”
At the time, Sgt. Cochrane was a fourteen
year veteran of the NYPD. His declaration be-
fore the City Council committee was a brave
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statement and a strong condemnation of igno-
rance and bigotry faced by the LGBT commu-
nity. Sgt. Cochrane’s bravery, passion and
drive for the just treatment of LGBT individ-
uals, and specifically of his fellow LGBT law
enforcement officials, motivated him to found
The Gay Officers Action League (GOAL), an
organization dedicated to advocating for les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender law en-
forcement officers. Today, there are GOAL
chapters in every major police department in
the United States. Sergeant Cochrane passed
away in 2008, but his legacy lives on in the
community that he fought for and is epito-
mized by this street renaming in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to represent the
district where Sgt. Cochrane lived and worked
and where he paved the way for countless
other individuals and organizations to promote
justice and equality within the law enforcement
community. On this occasion, | reflect on the
recent tragedy in Orlando and remind my col-
leagues that we have much work ahead of us
to achieve an end to hate, bigotry and vio-
lence against the LGBT community, despite
the strides that we have made as a society
due to heroes like Sgt. Cochrane. As Sgt.
Cochrane did, we must all stand up for toler-
ance and equality.

| congratulate GOAL on this significant mile-
stone and would like to thank the NYPD offi-
cers who spearheaded this initiative.

———

HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY
OF SHIRLEY WEISS

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 100th birthday of Shirley Weiss,
born Sarah Hengber, in Brooklyn, New York,
on September 1, 1916. Shirley is one of 6 chil-
dren born to Yetta and Samuel Hengber, both
Russian immigrants, who after meeting in Po-
land, came to the United States in the early
1900s, to raise their large family.

Shirley married Harold Weiss on September
11, 1938, and raised two daughters in Bronx
County, serving seventeen years at the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. Shirley retired in 1977
and with Harold, moved to bask in the Sun-
shine State. Over the last 40 years, she has
enjoyed hosting visits with her family that in-
cludes 4 grandchildren and 4 great-grand
daughters to whom she is a loving role model.
Still a voracious reader, we honor Shirley’s
wonderful milestone of 100 years, and hereby
acknowledge and commend her on this amaz-
ing achievement.

———

HONORING SHERY AND HOWARD
ROSENSTEIN

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the strength of
any religious institution comes from the dedi-
cation and commitment of the congregation.
For Beth El Synagogue in New Rochelle, that
strength is derived from members like Shery
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and Howard Rosenstein, who have been inti-
mately involved in the Synagogue’s operations
for over 17 years.

When Shery and Howard were living in
Manhattan and decided to move to the sub-
urbs, their journey to Westchester began with
“shul-shopping.” Once they experienced the
warmth of Beth El, their decision to settle in
New Rochelle was easily made. After joining
the shul, they enrolled their three-year-old son
Adam in Nursery School, and, along with new-
born son David, quickly immersed themselves
in synagogue activities. Daughter Shayna was
born three years later, and by then Beth El
had become an extension of their family’s
home, where they have all continued to make
deep-rooted friendships, share meaningful
lifecycle events, and experience everlasting
memories by their ongoing involvement.

Shery has worn a variety of hats within the
Beth ElI community, including co-chairing the
Nursery School’s Board, Parents’ Association
and Family Fun Day, working as a Nursery
School teacher, storyteller, and head coun-
selor of the Day Camp two-year-old group (the
“Scoops”) since its inception seven years ago.
Howard’s involvement began as the Day
Camp Chair and he has been a familiar face
working on various programs over the years,
including the Family Kallah, delivering father/
son Divrei Torah at the Family service, singing
in Beth EI's choir Shirat El, and serving on the
Dinner Dance Committee which he co-chaired
with Shery in 2010.

This year, Beth El is honoring Shery and
Howard with their 2016 Service Award, and
they are both extremely worthy of the honor.
Congratulations to them both.

—

TRIBUTE TO CONNIE AND ROGER
DAVIS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Connie and
Roger Davis of Shenandoah, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 50th wedding
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary
on May 21, 2016.

Connie and Roger’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their children and grand-
children, truly embodies lowa values. As they
reflect on their 50th anniversary may their
commitment grow even stronger, as they con-
tinue to love, cherish, and honor one another
for many years to come.

| commend this great couple on their 50th
year together and | wish them many more. |
know my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Connie and Roger Davis on this mo-
mentous occasion.

——————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL MEN’S
HEALTH WEEK

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, over the last 100
years, the life expectancy of men has declined
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in comparison with that of women, and women
now live on average five years longer than
men.

There is a silent crisis of men’s health in
America, and it's important that we bring it to
light to reverse the trend.

This week, National Men’s Health Week, we
aim to save lives by raising awareness of
male health challenges and empowering men
and boys to make smart health decisions to
tackle them.

Despite advances in medical technology
and research, men continue to die at higher
rates of nine of the ten leading causes of
death. And men are half as likely as women
to seek preventive care, one of the simplest
ways to stave off chronic illness.

Many health problems that affect men, from
heart disease to colon cancer, can be pre-
vented with earlier detection. That is why we
need to use National Men’s Health Week as
an opportunity to encourage men and boys to
adopt preventive behaviors, seek timely med-
ical care, and make their health a priority.

As Co-Chair of the Congressional Men’s
Health Caucus, | am proud to celebrate this
week and encourage men and boys to be
proactive about their health, so they can live
longer, healthier, and more productive lives.
So they can be there for their families.

And | am proud to join the millions of Ameri-
cans who are marking this month by calling on
men to be active, to be engaged, and to take
control of their health through smart decisions
and proactive behaviors.

Mr. Speaker, our country has made impor-
tant strides in improving the health and well-
being of men and boys—including significant
declines in cardiovascular disease mortality—
and we can continue to make progress as
long as we stay focused.

So, let's keep moving forward, drawing at-
tention to ways that we and our loved ones
can live longer, healthier lives.

TRIBUTE TO MADISON GODFREAD
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Madison
Godfread of Shenandoah, lowa for recognition
as a Delegate at the Congress of Future Med-
ical Leaders, sponsored by The National
Academy of Future Physicians and Medical
Scientists. Madison is one of six State of lowa
honor students selected to attend.

Madison is an exceptional student, high-
achieving in academics and all-around service.
This Congress of Future Medical Leaders is
an honors-only program for high school stu-
dents who will seek to become physicians or
enter the medical research field. The Con-
gress of Future Medical Leaders honors, in-
spires and motivates high school students like
Madison Godfread as a luminary in the ad-
vanced study of medicine.

Madison Godfread is a student at Shen-
andoah High School in Shenandoah, lowa.
She was nominated by school officials and
The National Academy of Future Physicians
and Medical Scientists because of academic
excellence and civic-minded responsibilities.

Madison makes a difference by serving oth-
ers. It is with great honor that | recognize her
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