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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF THE
GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Girl Scouts of the USA for 100
years of making meaningful and lasting
change in their communities and around the
world through the Gold Award.

Girl Scouts who pursue the Gold Award—
the highest award in Girl Scouting—aspire to
transform ideas into action.

Young women who earn their Gold Award
are true leaders, dedicated to civic engage-
ment and community empowerment.

Since 1916, approximately 1 million Girl
Scouts have earned this prestigious award or
its equivalent.

Girl Scouts builds girls of courage, con-
fidence, and character.

They build true leaders, in fields as diverse
as business, medicine, and politics.

As Juliette Gordon Low, the founder of Girl
Scouts said, “Scouting rises within you and in-
spires you to put forth your best.”

| am pleased to join Girl Scouts as they cel-
ebrate 100 years of the Girl Scout Gold
Award, and wish them continued success in
inspiring girls to excel and make a difference
in the world.

IN MEMORY OF GORDIE HOWE
HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of Gordie Howe, who passed
away on June 10, 2016, at the age of 88. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his family,
friends, and fans across the country.

Born on March 31, 1928, he grew up in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan before coming to
Detroit, where he made his National Hockey
League debut on October 16, 1946, scoring in
his first game at the age of 18. Gordie Howe,
or as he was known to a generation and be-
yond, “Mr. Hockey”, was the embodiment of
the National Hockey League, and an ambas-
sador from Detroit to the rest of the country
and to the world. | speak here for Detroit, for
the Red Wings, and for the entire NHL, when
| say that we will miss him dearly.

Gordie Howe, a 23-time All-Star, was un-
matched on the ice, and in his twenty-five sea-
sons with the Red Wings, he led the city of
Detroit to four Stanley Cups, winning numer-
ous distinctions along the way. He was also
instrumental in the conception of what would
become the National Hockey League Players’
Association. But Gordie Howe was so much
more than a man with a hockey stick; he was
a force for good off the ice as well. Gordie,
whose wife Colleen “Mrs. Hockey” Howe, suf-
fered from Pick’'s Disease, was heavily in-
volved in the search for a cure to degenerative
brain diseases, founding the Gordie and Col-
leen Howe Fund for Alzheimers, in partnership
with the University of Toronto Baycrest.

Mr. Speaker, on June 10, we lost one of the
greats. For almost half of his adult life, Gordie
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Howe represented the city of Detroit with dis-
tinction and class, and his legacy will live on
long after we are gone, on the banners hang-
ing in Joe Louis Arena, at the charities he
championed in retirement, and in the hearts of
millions of hockey fans across the continent.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE GIRL
SCOUTS GOLD AWARD

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, today we honor
Girl Scouts of the USA and Girl Scouts-Ari-
zona Cactus-Pine Council, as they celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the Gold Award, Girl
Scout’s highest honor.

Congratulations to the young women who
earn the distinguished Gold Award and be-
come exemplary leaders in communities
across our country. This accomplishment re-
flects outstanding leadership and civic en-
gagement. Today, women pilot rockets into
space, lead international conglomerates, pio-
neer new innovations in medicine and tech-
nology, and occupy positions of international
leadership in countries all over the world.
Many of those female leaders are Girl Scout
alumnae.

As a Girl Scout, | learned how to be an ef-
fective leader and how to work as part of a
team. | also learned the importance of being
part of a community. The Girl Scouts enables
young women to discover their passions.
Scouting empowers girls and young women,
and teaches the importance of working col-
laboratively. The Gold Award inspires girls in
Arizona to find greatness inside themselves
and to channel ideas and passions to benefit
our communities.

Thank you to Girl Scouts-Arizona Cactus-
Pine Council and Girl Scout councils across
the nation for giving young women courage,
confidence, and character.

—

TRIBUTE TO DAVE AND LAYLE
KREMSKE AND DOTTIE AND BOB
BELLAVANCE

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Mr. JOLLY. Mr Speaker, | would like to rec-
ognize Dave and Layle Kremske, and Dottie
and Bob Bellavance, the new inductees of the
2016 Senior Hall of Fame.

For decades, these two couples have made
significant contributions to the city of Dunedin.
They have donated their time and effort to
Pinellas County by being active members of
many charitable organizations.

The Kremskes are members of the Friends
of the Library program, an organization that
provides funding, enhancements, and support
to the staff and programs of the Dunedin Li-
brary. Layle also served as PTA President and
President of the Dunedin Youth Guild, which
focuses on supporting youth-focused commu-
nity projects in Dunedin. Dave has been an
active member of the Stadium Advisory and
Parks Recreation Advisory committees.
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Dottie Bellavance is also on the board of the
Friends of the Library program and is active
with the Dunedin Youth Guild. She mentors
students and volunteers at the Church of the
Good Shepherd and serves at the Dunedin
Cares Food Pantry. Bob Bellavance has
served as CEO and President of the Dunedin
Chamber of Commerce and has been a mem-
ber of the Dunedin Rotary Club for years. He
was also a member of the Dunedin Fine Arts
Center. Due to his efforts, many local busi-
nesses have a stronger relationship with their
local government.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to acknowledge
the Kremskes and Bellavances for their work
and efforts for Pinellas County. They have
made their city of Dunedin a better place, and
| ask that this body join me in recognizing and
thanking them for their diligence and care for
our community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
Nos. 297 and 298, | missed votes because of
a flight delay due to weather conditions. Had
| been present, | would have voted Yes.

—

CELEBRATING THE SERVICE OF
RABBI DOUG KAHN

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise with Representatives JACKIE
SPEIER, JARED HUFFMAN, MIKE THOMPSON,
BARBARA LEE, ANNA EsSHOO and ERIC
SWALWELL to honor Rabbi Doug Kahn as he
retires as Executive Director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council (JCRC) of San
Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin, Sonoma, Ala-
meda and Contra Costa Counties.

For 34 years, Rabbi Kahn has served with
distinction and led with integrity. Rabbi Kahn’s
analytical mind, diplomatic skills, endless en-
ergy and compassion have earned him the ad-
miration of people around the world. As a con-
sensus builder and community leader, Rabbi
Kahn has dedicated his life to answering the
sacred call, “tikkun olam,” to repair the world.

Since 1938, JCRC has been committed to
improving relations between the Jewish com-
munity and the community at-large. A strong
advocate for the Bay Area Jewish community,
Rabbi Kahn has masterfully managed sen-
sitive and challenging issues, built bridges with
Americans of many faiths, interests, and eth-
nic groups.

Under his leadership, JCRC confronted anti-
Semitism, the oppression of Soviet Jews, and
anti-Israel activities on college campuses.

A fourth-generation San Franciscan, Doug
Kahn was born in 1951 to a family that dis-
cussed current events around the dinner table.
The Civil Rights Movement and protests
against the Vietnam War sparked his passion
for social justice.

As a UC Berkeley student in 1971, he
joined the Bay Area Council for Soviet Jewry
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and, at great personal risk, traveled to the So-
viet Union. Inspired by that journey, he at-
tended rabbinical school in Israel, where he
immersed himself in Jewish traditions and de-
veloped a personal connection to the Jewish
faith.

In 1979, the Reform Movement's Hebrew
Union College ordained Rabbi Kahn. He then
served as the executive director of George
Washington University Hillel. In 1981, Rabbi
Kahn returned to San Francisco and joined
JCRC as assistant director.

During the Soviet Jewry exodus, Rabbi
Kahn fought for the freedom of Soviet Jews.
Influenced by his two mentors, legends in our
community, then-JCRC Director Earl Raab
and Associate Director Rita Semel, Rabbi
Kahn helped mobilize the community.

In 1987, Rabbi Kahn and a cheering crowd
welcomed to San Francisco “refusenik” Natan
Sharansky, who had been freed from a Soviet
prison.

Later that year, Rabbi Kahn was promoted
to Associate Director of JCRC and in 1999, he
became Executive Director following the retire-
ments of Raab and Semel. Rabbi Kahn has
built strong interfaith and interethnic relation-
ships with African American, Asian American,
Latino and Muslim American communities
championing civil rights, employment, housing,
equality in education, immigration, nuclear
nonproliferation, domestic violence prevention,
marriage equality and the end of apartheid in
South Africa.

In the face of crises and tragedy, Rabbi
Kahn built bridges. From standing on the pul-
pit at San Francisco’s Third Baptist Church in
affirmation of a strong African American-Jew-
ish alliance after the Rodney King verdict to
performing outreach to the local Bosnian Mus-
lim community after the brutal human rights
violations against Bosnians in the 1992-95
civil war, and more recently, standing in soli-
darity with Muslim Americans threatened by
Islamophobia, Rabbi Kahn and the JCRC
have made our communities stronger.

Although Rabbi Kahn is leaving JCRC, he
will continue to offer his wisdom and superb
skills for JCRC’s values and priorities.

My colleagues and | hope his departure
from JCRC will allow Rabbi Kahn to spend
more time with Ellen, his beloved wife, and
their two sons, Joey and Daniel.

Mr. Speaker, we ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join us in celebrating the out-
standing contributions our good friend Rabbi
Doug Kahn has made to the Bay Area and be-
yond. His moral compass, eternal optimism,
unwavering dedication and perseverance have
profoundly strengthened our communities.

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE HEFTY

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | want to recog-
nize Wayne Hefty for his service to Pinellas
County.

Mr. Hefty has worked in Pinellas for many
years. In 1975, he worked in Gulfport as a
park supervisor landscaping and designing
green spaces. In 1979, he opened up his own
business where he designed and installed
parks and playgrounds all over the community.
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In 1992, he applied to be the Director of
Public Works in Indian Rocks Beach, and
among sixty applicants, Mr. Hefty was chosen
for the job. His first task was to fix up the city
for the annual Art in the Park show in 1992
which he completed successfully. From there,
he finished dozens of projects including the
city's Nature Park and Beach Access
walkovers. Mr. Hefty was also involved in
Keep Pinellas Beautiful, an organization
formed in 1996. He was an active member of
the board for ten years and served as a treas-
urer.

In 1998, Mr. Hefty became a consultant for
the Pinellas County School Board and Pinellas
County Utilities. His first assignment was to
find out the energy usage for 140 different
school buildings in eleven different municipali-
ties. He also worked with the county’s water
management and created the energy team to
manage the county’s water, recycling, and
trash programs. This project saved the city
twelve million dollars. In 2004, he joined the
Energy Systems Group which proposed en-
ergy saving strategies across thirteen states.

Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize Wayne
Hefty for his hard work for Pinellas County. He
has shown exceptional dedication to the com-
munity and it has been a pleasure having him
as a neighbor. | ask that this body rise to rec-
ognize Mr. Hefty for his years of service.

————

ON THE TRAGIC ORLANDO PULSE
NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to express my deepest sympathies
to the victims, as well as their families and
friends, all of whom have been devastated by
the senseless carnage at the Orlando, Florida
Pulse Nightclub, which took place on Sunday,
June 12, 2016.

As of June 14, 2016, 49 innocent people
have lost their lives and many more were
wounded in the brutal slaughter, as they
sought to enjoy their weekend. We must not
allow the hatred of LGBTQ Equality by a das-
tard to define their lives. We must remember
and respect each of the victims for their indi-
viduality and the joy they brought to the lives
of others.

Mr. Speaker, especially since this month is
LGBTQ Pride Month, we should mourn their
passing with deep sorrow and celebrate their
lives with an abundance of love.

Mr. Speaker, we must also do more than
speak heartfelt words of love and condo-
lences. We must speak through legislation that
may not save all lives but can save some
lives.

We cannot allow history to record that when

all was said and done, more was said than
done.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF
MITCHELL ALEXANDER WINEY

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with im-
mense sorrow and great respect that | rise to
remember United States Military Academy
(USMA) Cadet Mitchell Alexander Winey for
his patriotism and dedication to serving his
country. His untimely death occurred on June
2, 2016, at Fort Hood, Texas, while partici-
pating in Cadet Troop Leader Training. Cadet
Winey was a member of the USMA Class of
2018, B Company, First Regiment.

Mitchell Winey, born in Valparaiso, Indiana,
graduated from Chesterton High School in
2014, where he served as class president for
four years. Mitchell excelled in his studies and
was an honor roll student who belonged to the
National Honor Society. In addition, he was
nominated by his peers to participate in the
Natural Helpers Program during his high
school tenure, which was a testament to his
helpfulness and kind-hearted spirit when it
came to serving others in his community. An
accomplished athlete, Mitchell was also the
captain of his high school soccer team and
enjoyed skiing and hiking. Later, at West
Point, Cadet Winey went on to become a
founding member of the newly-formed free-
style ski team.

On July 2, 2014, Mitchell reported to the
United States Military Academy at West Point.
He was a rising leader in his class and had an
exemplary academic record as an engineering
management major. Cadet Winey’'s out-
standing academic performance earned him
recognition on the Dean’s List for four semes-
ters, and he also earned the Army Physical
Fitness Badge three times while participating
on his company’s soccer and ultimate Frisbee
teams.

Lieutenant General Robert L. Caslen Jr.,
Superintendent of the United States Military
Academy, depicted Winey as immensely
proud to be a cadet and one who exemplified
the ideals and values of West Point in all he
set out to do. For his service, Cadet Winey re-
ceived the National Defense Service Medal
and the Army Commendation Medal.

Friends and teachers describe Mitchell as a
gracious and enthusiastic young man who ex-
celled as a student leader. His friends will re-
member him as talented, intelligent, hard-
working, and adventurous. Residents in the
community are remembering Cadet Winey as
a dedicated American hero.

Mitchell leaves behind a beloved host of
family and friends. He is survived by his loving
mother, Margo, and proud father, Tim. Mitchell
also leaves to cherish his memory his dear
sister, Paige. He will be greatly missed by his
grandparents, Shirley Winey and Ronald Groff,
and by many other friends and family mem-
bers, as well as an appreciative, yet pro-
foundly saddened, community.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring a fallen hero, USMA Cadet Mitchell
Winey. Cadet Winey sacrificed his life during
training for service to his country, and his
death comes as a great tragedy to our nation.
Cadet Mitchell Alexander Winey will forever
endure as a hero in the eyes of his family, his
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