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abandon on the steps of a hospital 18 years
ago. But as I held her that day, my heart
changed. I looked into her little brown eyes
and I started to cry. I realized that’s not
what a father is supposed to do. A father is
supposed to protect and take care of his
child. But I had no idea whatsoever of how to
do that. Because of her, I have the oppor-
tunity to come before you today and tell you
the story of DADS (www.aboutdads.org).

DADS stands for Divine Alternatives for
Dads Services. We are based in Seattle but
serve fathers and families in the Puget
Sound region and throughout Western Wash-
ington. Our vision is ‘‘Stronger Fathers,
Healthier Communities.” Our mission is ‘““To
give fathers hope by walking together in sup-
portive community, helping them navigate
relational and legal barriers that separate
them from their children and families.”

I believe—from personal experience—that
the biggest problem facing our nation today
is not crime, drugs and alcohol, or gang vio-
lence. These are just the results of a larger
problem, which is fatherlessness. So many of
the problems in our communities today are
direct results of fatherlessness.

Far too many of our young people have not
had strong, responsible fathers engaged in
their lives. As a result, too many go off the
rails. They begin committing crimes, abus-
ing drugs and alcohol, dropping out of
school, and running away from home. An-
other common side effect is teenage preg-
nancies and out-of-wedlock births.

The National Fatherhood Initiative has
identified fatherlessness as the root cause of
$100 billion a year in taxpayer costs. A few
statistics:

90 percent of all homeless and runaway
children are from fatherless homes.

85 percent of all children that exhibit be-
havioral disorders come from fatherless
homes.

85 percent of all youths in prisons grew up
in a fatherless home.

80 percent of rapists motivated by dis-
placed anger come from fatherless homes.

75 percent of all adolescents in chemical
abuse centers come from fatherless homes.

71 percent of all high school dropouts come
from fatherless homes.

70 percent of juveniles in state-operated in-
stitutions come from fatherless homes.

63 percent of youth suicides are individuals
from fatherless homes.

I sometimes compare fatherlessness to
AIDS. The AIDS virus doesn’t kill you, but it
breaks down your immune system, so the in-
fection that you catch is what Kkills you.
Fatherlessness works the same way. If you
remove a father from the home, the family
doesn’t die, but it is opened up for infec-
tion—which comes in the form of teenage
pregnancy, crime, gang violence, drugs and
alcohol and other negative impacts. So what
can be done about the nationwide problem of
fatherlessness? DADS is a faith-based organi-
zation that addresses this problem in our
Washington state. I founded this organiza-
tion in the year 2000 along with my wife,
Jeanett. I had spent many years of my life
on the wrong side of the tracks, but when
faced with the decision to leave our daughter
on the steps of a hospital, I knew then that
I needed to turn my life around and become
a responsible father. It wasn’t easy—in fact,
it was the hardest thing I had ever done. But
the rewards of being a real father to my chil-
dren made it the best thing I have ever done.
And it made me want to help other men do
the same thing.

Over the last 16 years, DADS has helped
over 3,000 men reunite with over 6,000 chil-
dren. Our client population is predominantly
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minority, with 66 percent African American.
The rest are Hispanic, Asian and Caucasian.
Of those clients, approximately 90 percent
have a history of incarceration. Of the thou-
sands of men who have received services
from DADS, their main motivation is the de-
sire to reenter the lives of their children.

With the help they get through our pro-
gram, many of these men are able to regain
visitation rights, pay child support, share or
get custody, find and keep jobs, provide sta-
ble housing, become taxpaying citizens, and
even reunite with their families. As a result,
their children stay in school, keep off drugs
and out of gangs, avoid teenage pregnancies,
graduate from high school and even go on to
college.

The effectiveness of our program depends
on the trust that each individual develops in
our staff as we help them navigate systems.
For this reason, DADS does not charge for
our services. We focus on building a vision
for healthy fatherhood and then finding the
resources that each individual needs to
achieve success.

Law-enforcement officers see firsthand the
legacies of fatherlessness. Children from fa-
therless homes often become casualties, vic-
tims or offenders themselves. Then they are
challenges for our school systems, social-
service programs, drug and alcohol recovery
services, law-enforcement agencies, legal and
court systems—and ultimately our jails and
prisons.

With Father’s Day just around the corner,
it is my hope that all of us would recommit
to the goal of helping create stronger fathers
and healthier communities.

———
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the year
was 1840 when one of the most faithful Tex-
ans joined the Texas Rangers and began a
decade’s-long service to the great state of
Texas. Wiliam A.A. Wallace, more often
known as “Big Foot” Wallace, was born in Vir-
ginia in 1817. He moved to Texas in 1837
after hearing that a brother and a cousin were
killed by the Mexican Army during the Texas
Revolution. Not long after, he would join the
Texas Rangers and spent the better part of
his life defending Texas.

Though there are many legends about the
emergence of his nickname, Wallace con-
tended that the nickname derived from an inci-
dent with a Comanche. During the time he
lived in Austin before he joined the Texas
Rangers, a Comanche with large feet stole
property in the area and was tracked by Wal-
lace. When the Comanche raided the kitchen
of a man in town, the man followed the Co-
manche’s tracks to Wallace’s house and thus
accused Wallace of the raid. But a quick think-
ing Wallace pointed out that the tracks were
much larger than his. It was this case of mis-
taken identity that led Wallace to assume the
name “Big Foot.”

Wallace is a descendant of the Scottish leg-
end William Wallace, immortalized in the film
Braveheart, who led a rebellion against King
Edward | of England during the Wars of Scot-
tish Independence. Like his ancestor who
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fought courageously and for a cause he
wholeheartedly believed in, “Big Foot” Wal-
lace spent decades fighting faithfully for a
cause he believed in, the defense of Texas.
As a side note, Mr. Speaker, | too have a con-
nection to William Wallace. My family are de-
scendants of the Weems Clan (Wemyss) of
Scotland. The Wemysses fought on the side
of Robert Bruce and Wallace during the Scot-
tish war of Independence. When the war was
over and their side lost, the English crown
confiscated much of their inherited land. The
Weems Castle still sits on the coast of Scot-
land.

In 1840, Wallace joined the Texas Rangers
and subsequently fought various skirmishes
with Texas Indians and Mexicans. Two years
later when fighting an invading Mexican Army
during the Somervell and Mier expeditions,
Wallace was among 150 men captured by
Mexican forces. During this time in a Mexican
prison 1 in 10 men was to be executed. Their
fate was determined by drawing either a white
or black bean from a jar. Those who drew the
black bean were executed. Luckily, Wallace
drew a white bean and was spared, and even-
tually released. The executions would later be-
come known to all those who study Texas his-
tory as the “Black Bean Episode”.

His time in the Mexican prison must have
furthered his resolve because he once again
volunteered to serve with the Texas Rangers
and during the Mexican War he served in a
company of Mounted Volunteers in the United
States Army. Following the Mexican War and
through the Civil War, this Loyal Texan once
again served with the Texas Rangers fighting
to protect the Texas frontier from bandits, Indi-
ans, deserters and Union soldiers.

As a testament to his loyal service to Texas,
Wallace was given a tract of land in Frio
County, in South Texas, where he lived until
his death in 1899. He was ultimately buried at
the Texas State Cemetery at the feet of Ste-
phen F. Austin. He has become a folk legend
for those in Texas and beyond. The words at
his final resting place say it all, “Here lies he
who spent his manhood defending the homes
of Texas. Brave, honest, and faithful.”

And that’s just the way it is.
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Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sergeant Olan Mike Manning, an Amer-
ican patriot who exhibits the truest values of
selflessness and dedication.

Sergeant Mike Manning of Laurel, Mis-
sissippi has devoted 40 years of service to his
country in the United States Army and has led
the 184th Brigade in both Irag and Afghani-
stan. His outstanding service includes retrieval
missions in the heat of battle which have been
recognized through his NCO leadership posi-
tions. His efforts should be revered and are
highly recognized with numerous medals and
service awards.
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Sergeant Manning has gone beyond the call
of duty as a soldier and as a father. Married
to Donna Manning for over 30 years, they
have raised two talented sons, Trace and
Madison. Sergeant Manning’s brave and resil-
ient character is apparent through his sons as
they have both fought personal battles against
Cystic Fibrosis. As the family endured trou-
bling times, Sergeant Manning did not waiver
in his duty to country. In fact, his patriotism re-
sounded so deeply with his sons that they en-
couraged him to serve overseas while the two
combated their illness. In 2008, the Manning
family faced the hardest battle of all when
Trace passed away. Tried and true, the
Mannings are exemplary in perseverance and
patriotism.

Loyal to the things we value most, Sergeant
Manning’s moral compass points true as he
places family and nation above himself. He
constantly seeks opportunities to improve life
for those around him. Admired and respected
by all, Sergeant Manning is the ultimate exam-
ple of an American patriot.

It is with great pleasure that | honor today,
a decorated war hero and a noble father. |
commend Sergeant Manning for his dedicated
service and his selflessness that motivates ev-
eryone around him.

DR. GUY SCONZO
HON. TED POE
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize the fine career and outstanding
public service of my friend, Dr. Guy Sconzo.
Dr. Sconzo has devoted four decades to the
education of our nation’s youth; beginning as
a teacher and then working as an adminis-
trator. He is retiring after leading Humble Inde-
pendent School District for the last 15 years
as Superintendent. He has devoted his life to
education and bettering our community, and it
is with great pleasure that | express my admi-
ration and gratitude for his lifelong service. |
offer him my utmost congratulations for his
long and successful career.

Dr. Sconzo began his career as a teacher—
in his home state of New York—after grad-
uating from Wagner College in 1973. He then
earned his Master's Degree at New York Uni-
versity, and his doctorate at Ohio State Uni-
versity. He served in many different teaching
and administrative roles in New York, Ohio,
New Jersey, and Oklahoma. He then made
one of the best decisions of his life, he moved
to the great State of Texas in 2001 as Super-
intendent for Humble ISD.

During his career, he has achieved numer-
ous awards and recognition at the local, state
and federal level for his leadership and hands-
on involvement in the success of the students
at Humble ISD. In 2013, he earned Super-
intendent of the Year by Region 4 and last
year he led Humble ISD to being named the
Best Large District in Texas by H-E-B Excel-
lence in Education Awards. His dedication has
earned him the respect and admiration of the
teachers, staff and students under his super-
vision as well as the community. His intellect,
eagerness, and vision will be sincerely missed
by not only Humble, but the many other com-
munities that he has touched.
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Dr. Sconzo is a dedicated family man, hav-
ing been married to his wife Diane for 41
years, and the proud father of two adult chil-
dren; Michael and Jennifer. Dr. Sconzo and
Diane are looking forward to traveling and
spending time with their four grandchildren.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, | commend this remarkable
leader for his exemplary service and dedica-
tion to the State of Texas. | thank him for a
job well done and | wish him the best of luck
in the future as he enters into this new phase
of life.

CLINTON THOMAS SAWYER
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Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Clint
Sawyer as a member of the United States
Merchant Marine Academy Class of 2016.

Clint will graduate from the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy on June 18, 2016, and he
will be commissioned as an Ensign in the
United States Navy Reserve.

His career in the service has just begun, but
it is a testament to Clint’s unselfish devotion to
the people of this great nation.

The challenges will be many and the time,
although it may seem like an eternity, will fly
by almost unnoticed.

South Mississippi is proud of Clint and his
accomplishments, and we look forward to him
continuing to represent not only Mississippi,
but the entire nation, as a United States Navy
Reserve officer.

As Clint embarks on a new chapter in life,
it is my hope that he may always recall with
a deep sense of pride and accomplishment
graduating from a program as prestigious as
the Merchant Marine Academy.

| would like to send Clint my best wishes for
continued success in his future endeavors,
thank him for his service, and congratulate
him on this momentous occasion.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 130TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BASILICA OF
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL
IN PENSACOLA, FLORIDA
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to commemorate the 130th anniversary of the
historic Basilica of St. Michael the Archangel
in Pensacola, Florida.

The Catholic presence in Pensacola traces
back more than 450 years ago, upon the first
settlement under the command of Don Tristan
de Luna y Arellano in 1559. Following a series
of military conflicts to occupy or maintain set-
tlements in Pensacola and hurricanes that
devastated the Gulf Coast, under the com-
mand of General Bernardo de Galvez in 1781,
the Spanish defeated the British and recap-
tured Pensacola. It was in May of that year
that Father Cyril de Barcelona blessed an old
wooden two story warehouse on the water-
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front for a church to establish a parish of St.
Michael the Archangel, and on June 6, 1886,
present-day St. Michael Church in downtown
Pensacola was formally dedicated by Bishop
Jeremiah O’Sullivan of Mobile, Alabama.

With a red brick exterior and Florida pine in-
terior, the church became adorned with life-
like Stations of the Cross, memorials bearing
the names of pioneer Catholic families and
eventually 24 breathtaking stained glass win-
dows, 23 of which were recently restored, that
were designed and created by world re-
nowned artist Emil Frei.

St. Michael Church, whose mission is to
“Proclaim Christ and to Encounter Him in
Word, Sacrament and Service,” grew to be an
intrinsic treasure to the Northwest Florida
community with its historical significance and
architectural beauty and was elevated to minor
basilica status on December 28, 2011 by his
Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to commemo-
rate the 130th anniversary of the Basilica of
St. Michael the Archangel of Pensacola and
its parish’s more than 235 years of faithful
service to God and to the Northwest Florida
community. Vicki and | thank them for their
dedication and pray for their continued suc-
cess. May God grant the parishioners of St.
Michael's many more years to come and may
His blessings continue to shine down on them.

JUSTIN PRENDERGAST
HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0
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Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Justin
Prendergast as a member of the United States
Naval Academy Class of 2016.

Justin graduated from the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy with a degree in aerospace engineering
and he received a commission as a Second
Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps
on May 27th, 2016.

His career in the service has just begun, but
it is a testament to Justin’s unselfish devotion
to the people of this great nation.

The challenges will be many and the time,
although it may seem like an eternity, will fly
by almost unnoticed.

South Mississippi is proud of Justin and his
accomplishments, and we look forward to him
continuing to represent not only Mississippi,
but the entire nation, as a United States Ma-
rine Corps officer.

As Justin embarks on a new chapter in life,
it is my hope that he may always recall with
a deep sense of pride and accomplishment
graduating from a program as prestigious as
the Naval Academy.

| would like to send Justin my best wishes
for continued success in his future endeavors,
thank him for his service, and congratulate
him on this momentous occasion.

A TRIBUTE TO FRED SHEHEEN
HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to a legendary figure in South Carolina,
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