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College of Saint Joseph in Whiting. It was on
the first Sunday in April 1961, when Pharis D.
Evans was first selected to lead Clark Road
Missionary Baptist Church. For the past 55
years, he has administered spiritual guidance
to a congregation that presently serves more
than 800 parishioners. Pastor Evans’s impact
through his spiritual teaching has been im-
measurable, and those he has mentored can
all attest to his generous nature. Throughout
the years, he has been a tireless advocate for
his church and the community. Since 1963,
Pastor Evans has coordinated and maintained
Radio Broadcast Outreach Ministry. From
2009 to the present, he has also served as
“Spiritual Advisor” for the Baptist Ministers
Conference of Gary and Vicinity, and in 2008,
he was awarded the prestigious community
service Drum Major Award by the Gary Fron-
tiers Service Club. Additionally, Pastor Evans
has served as President and Vice President of
the Progressive National Baptist Convention
for the state of Indiana and been a chaplain
for the Gary Police Department. A passionate
and proven leader, Pastor Evans has provided
counsel for many young ministers in search of
guidance and direction. For his selfless devo-
tion to aiding those in need of spiritual guid-
ance, Pastor Evans is to be commended.

Reverend Evans’s exceptional dedication to
the church and to his community is exceeded
only by his devotion to his wonderful family.
He and his beloved late wife, Ann, raised five
wonderful children (one deceased), and have
nine grandchildren (one deceased), and three
great-grandchildren.

| am privileged and honored to call Pastor
Evans my friend. More importantly, Reverend
Pharis D. Evans has been a friend to all, the
epitome of what we consider a Man of God.
A man who has led a life we should all seek
to emulate. His vision, his work, and his spirt
have provided all of us with a guide to an im-
proved and gentler future.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Pastor Evans on his 55th anniversary as
Pastor of Clark Road Missionary Baptist
Church. For his lifetime of leadership and self-
less service to others, he is to be truly an in-
spiration to us all.

JOE ANDERSON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joe Anderson
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Joe Anderson is a 12th grader at Warren
Tech North and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joe Ander-
son is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Joe
Anderson for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
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no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 50 YEAR
REUNION OF THE DILLARD HIGH
SCHOOL CLASS OF 1966

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate 50 years since the Class of
1966 graced the halls of Dillard High School in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Dillard has a storied past and a bright fu-
ture. Originally established in 1907 as Colored
School Number Eleven, its opening marked
the beginning of monumental African Amer-
ican achievements in South Florida. At that
time, Fort Lauderdale was a farming region
where locals found it unnecessary to educate
African Americans past the sixth grade.

Two decades later the school progressed
under Principal Dr. Joseph A. Ely, who added
more classes and sought to educate African
American students past the sixth grade. He
was also responsible for the school’s current
name, a nod to James Harvey Dillard, a white
educator from Virginia, who was a black edu-
cation advocate.

In 1948, Dillard’s well-known jazz program
was led by Julian Edwin “Cannonball”
Adderley, who later became one of the best
known jazz musicians in America. Adderley
brought new life to the school and helped in-
still the importance of jazz in the students. He
taught jazz when it had not yet been accepted
as a classical art form, and while he was
teaching jazz he was also teaching Bach and
Beethoven.

Due to an expanding community, the high
school grades were moved to a new facility at
2501 N.W. 11th Street in 1950, where the
Class of '66 attended and graduated. Dillard
High School is now one of 62 high schools in
the Broward County Public Schools and has
become a magnet school open to all of
Broward County, hosting three programs:

Performing & Visual Arts where students
collaborate and work with artists-in-residence,
and have the privilege of working side-by-side
with the professionals at the Broward Center
for the Performing Arts, the Fort Lauderdale
Museum of Art and other local arts organiza-
tions.

Emerging Computer Technology which of-
fers a state-of-the-art technology curriculum
that complements students’ core academic re-
quirements utilizing computers and the latest
technologies to develop higher level thinking
skills, critical research and study, communica-
tion, and problem solving.

Digital Entrepreneurship Academy where
students understand the essentials for suc-
cessful business plan development, start-up
and operation using digital arts, and using
technology to create art, music, multimedia
and animation.

Mr. Speaker, clearly all Panthers can be
proud of the history and future of Dillard High
School. It is my absolute pleasure to wish
those Panthers celebrating their 50th high
school reunion on June 18, 2016, a joyous
and spirited reunion.
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IN RECOGNITION OF JIM PROCE
ON EARNING THE AMERICAN
PUBLIC WORKS  ASSOCIATION
PUBLIC WORKS LEADER AWARD

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Jim Proce on earning the Amer-
ican Public Works Association Public Works
Leader Award.

Each year the American Public Works Asso-
ciation recognizes 10 outstanding individuals
who have made an indelible mark on their
communities through their commitment to pub-
lic service. This year, | have the distinct honor
of representing one of the recipients, Jim
Proce, the Assistant City Manager of Rowlett.

Jim’s commitment to his community and
dedication to service has not gone unnoticed
throughout his 32 years of service. During his
career, he has earned many honors and
awards including the National Community In-
volvement Award by the American Public
Works Association, was named the State Pub-
lic Works Employee of the Year by FACERS
in 2010, is a Designated Public Works Leader-
ship Fellow by the Donald C. Stone Center for
Leadership through the American Public
Works Association, and is a member of the
International City Management Association.

In his role as Assistant City Manager of
Rowlett, Jim has excelled as a community
leader and worked to implement strategic
goals to strengthen the city and best serve the
citizens of Rowlett. Throughout Jim’s years of
service he has displayed an unwavering com-
mitment to community and proved to be a dis-
tinguished leader in all of his endeavors.

| would like to offer Jim my heartiest con-
gratulations on this immense accomplishment
and thank him for his dedication to serving the
great people of Rowlett, Texas.

TRIBUTE TO MEGAN ROBERTS
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor and congratulate Megan Roberts of At-
lantic, lowa, for her selection by the Young
Professionals of Atlantic for the Young Profes-
sional Entrepreneur Award. Megan is associ-
ated with the Megan Roberts State Farm
Agency.

Megan’s entrepreneurial spirit and involve-
ment in a new start-up enterprise led to her
selection for the award. Megan Roberts has a
vision for leadership, highlighting community
and civic responsibilities, a center of her busi-
ness and personal life. She is focused on giv-
ing back to her community, offering her life ex-
perience and resources to assist with the im-
provement of Atlantic, all the while focusing on
her future and career goals.

| applaud and congratulate Megan Roberts
for earning this award. She is a shining exam-
ple of how hard work and dedication can af-
fect the future of a community and business.
| urge my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in congratulating
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Megan for her many accomplishments and for
her service to the Atlantic community. | wish
her continued success in all her future en-
deavors.

HONORING JILL McGEE

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize Jill McGee for her dedi-
cation and service to the El Paso community.
As an elementary school teacher, Ms. McGee
has stood out among her peers for her innova-
tive teaching methods that empower and chal-
lenge her students.

A native of Lincoln, Nebraska, Jill McGee
earned her Spanish undergraduate degree
from North Park University in Chicago, lllinois
and her Master’s degree in Bilingual Education
from the University of Texas at El Paso. After
graduating, Ms. McGee began her career as a
teacher in the colonias of our sister city Ciu-
dad Juarez, Mexico. Through her work in Ciu-
dad Juarez, Ms. McGee has become fluent in
Spanish and realized the importance of dual-
language education. To this day, Ms. McGee
often finds herself back in Ciudad Juarez
where she continues to work several days a
week with students from areas of extreme
poverty.

More recently, Ms. McGee has worked over
the past five years as a second grade elemen-
tary school teacher at Mesita Elementary, a
dual-language elementary school in El Paso,
Texas. At Mesita, she has incorporated the
use of cutting edge technology in the class-
room, such as computer coding and live
broadcasting of her classes online, while also
crafting a syllabus that challenges her stu-
dents through problem-based learning.

To honor Jill McGee’s decade-plus teaching
career and dedication to dual-language learn-
ing, the El Paso Independent School District
recently recognized her as the 2016 Elemen-
tary School Teacher of the Year.

Jill McGee is an inspiration to the El Paso
community, and | am honored to represent
her.

HONORING KARRIE COULTER

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Karrie Coulter of Marin County,
California, for her selection as the Teacher of
the Year at the 2016 Golden Bell Awards
Ceremony, presented by the Marin County Of-
fice of Education in collaboration with the
Marin County School Board Association and
other local civic organizations. Ms. Coulter has
dedicated more than 15 years to educating
students in San Rafael City Schools and is
currently a 2nd grade teacher at Short Ele-
mentary School in San Rafael.

A skilled teacher and proven leader, Ms.
Coulter helped shape the direction of Short
when it reopened in 2012. The school uses
the Guided Language Acquisition Design
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(GLAD) model to serve its students, an inno-
vative approach that Ms. Coulter championed
to better serve its multilingual students.

Ms. Coulter believes in the potential of each
child, and works hard so they can achieve
success. She sets a high bar in her class-
room, while ensuring students feel respected
and heard. Along with responding to individ-
uals’ needs in the classroom, she also em-
ploys data analysis and evaluates patterns
outside of class to better track and promote
students’ progress.

The Golden Bell Awards celebrate public
education in Marin County by recognizing out-
standing teachers and supportive community
partners. Each year, they select an exemplary
educator, classified employee, teacher, and
trustee for recognition.

Mr. Speaker, it is therefore fitting that we
honor and thank Karrie Coulter for her con-
tributions to students and public education in
Marin County and California.

——————

IN HONOR OF H.R. 4425, THE DES-
IGNATION OF THE “EUGENE J.
McCARTHY POST OFFICE” IN
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to sup-
port H.R. 4425 and honor the late Senator Eu-
gene McCarthy, from Minnesota. H.R. 4425
will rename the postal facility located at 110
East Powerhouse Road in Collegeville, Min-
nesota, as the “Eugene J. McCarthy Post Of-
fice.”

Before becoming a two-term Senator for the
great state of Minnesota, Senator McCarthy
was one of my predecessors, representing the
people of the 4th District of Minnesota. In both
the House and the Senate, Senator McCarthy
took pride in representing Minnesota and was
widely recognized for his collegiality and pas-
sion for good governance. Perhaps President
Lyndon B. Johnson said it best when he re-
ferred to Senator McCarthy as “one of those
uncommon men who puts his courage in the
service of his country, and whose eloquence
and energy are at the side of what is right and
good.”

As a graduate of both Saint John’s Pre-
paratory School and Saint John’s University in
Collegeville, Minnesota, | am sure Senator
McCarthy would be happy to know that the
Collegeville Post Office will now forever bear
his name.

LEAH VOLZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Leah Volz for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Leah Volz is a 12th grader at Warren Tech
North and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.
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The dedication demonstrated by Leah Volz
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Leah
Volz for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,214,514,064,181.20. We've
added $8,587,637,015,268.12 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

TRIBUTE TO KATHLEEN RICKER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Kathleen Ricker
of Des Moines, lowa on the very special occa-
sion of her retirement after 48 years of cham-
pioning for students, with many of those years
as principal of Bergman Academy in Des
Moines, lowa. She will retire in June 2016 and
her impact will be reverberating for genera-
tions to come.

Mrs. Ricker came to the Des Moines Jewish
Academy in 1977 to develop the school be-
cause of her proven track record for recog-
nizing and nurturing academic excellence in
young lowans. In 2004, the Des Moines Jew-
ish Academy merged with another private
school to form The Academy, teaching 65 stu-
dents. Years later, the Academy outgrew its
home at the Tifereth Israel Synagogue in Des
Moines, relocating and taking on the new
name of Bergman Academy. The Bergman
Academy now educates over 250 students.

Kathleen Ricker has guided students to be-
come well-rounded citizens, telling her stu-
dents, “To whom much is given, much is ex-
pected.” This spirit of philanthropy has been
realized in school service projects, with stu-
dents and their families contributing to organi-
zations such as the Ronald McDonald House,
the Animal Rescue League of lowa, Food
Bank of lowa, UNICEF, Meals from the Heart-
land and many more charitable and philan-
thropic organizations. Academically, her pupils
have reached their potential during their
Bergman Academy years, with the school
scoring in the 99th percentile on standardized
assessments each year. Learning is also en-
riched through programs such as archery,
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