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HONORING THE EDISON 64

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Edison 64. These 64
former Thomas Edison High School students
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, made the ul-
timate sacrifice, giving their lives fighting in the
Vietham War—becoming the highest number
of casualties from the war experienced by any
high school in the United States.

Honoring these former students has been
an ongoing tradition. In 1989, through private
funds and fundraising, staff and students dedi-
cated a bronze memorial plaque for public dis-
play in the new Edison-Fareira High School. A
memorial garden was also built on the school
premises. Twenty-five years later, on Novem-
ber 8, 2014, a Pennsylvania Historical Marker
was dedicated on the site of the original
Thomas A. Edison High School located at 8th
Street and Lehigh Avenue. This tradition of re-
spect continues on to the present where an-
nual candle lighting ceremonies are held to
honor the young men whose lives were ended
too early. The ceremonies are educational in
nature, the focus of which is sharing Edison’s
proud legacy with the current student body
and new staff. Ceremonies are held prior to
the Memorial Day Holiday. Over a hundred
veterans, some survivor families and many
Edison alumni attend this very special assem-
bly.

The newest honorarium for the Edison 64
will take place on May 27, 2016. In com-
memoration of the sacrifice of these young
men and in recognition of the loss to the com-
munity, Luzerne Street between Whitaker Ave-
nue and North 5th Street (in front of the new
Edison High School located at 151 West
Luzerne Street) will be renamed “Edison 64
Memorial Street.”

Mr. Speaker, the unselfish sacrifice, courage
and dedication to the welfare of our country
will never be forgotten and | ask that you and
my distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring the memory of the Edison 64.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, on roll call No.
258 | mistakenly voted yea when | intended to
vote nay.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to in-
dicate that | inadvertently voted “No” on Roll
Call 237. | intended to vote “Yes”.
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HONORING COLONEL BERT RICE
HON. C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to recognize Colonel Bert
Rice—a United States veteran and dedicated
civilian employee—on the occasion of his re-
tirement after more than 60 years of service to
his country.

A Montana native, Colonel Rice joined the
U.S. Army Reserves as a private in 1956. He
earned his degree from Montana State Univer-
sity and, as an ROTC distinguished graduate,
was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant of infan-
try in 1959. He went on to achieve his Mas-
ter's Degree in supervision and management
at Central Michigan University in 1977.

Colonel Rice’s highly decorated active duty
career spanned 30 years, including two tours
of duty in Vietnam, where he flew armed heli-
copters and, in his second tour, commanded
Company B, 25th Aviation Battalion, 25th In-
fantry Division. Colonel Rice also served in
Iran during its revolution in 1979. His many
stateside assignments include three years with
the Pentagon.

In 2003, Colonel Rice was hired by the De-
partment of the Army at Fort Meade, Mary-
land, where he worked until his recent retire-
ment. He served as project officer and pro-
gram manager for several important efforts
that included infrastructure improvements and
the major BRAC undertaking that brought
thousands of new jobs to the base and the re-

ion.

9 While too numerous to mention in their en-
tirety, Colonel Rice’s military decorations in-
clude the Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Distin-
guished Flying Cross with OLC, Bronze Star
with OLC, Joint Service Medal and the Army
Commendation Medal with OLC. He also has
many civilian accolades.

Colonel Rice’s many volunteer efforts reflect
the servant-hearted manner in which he ap-
proached every aspect of his life. He served
as Commander-in-Chief of the Military Order
of World Wars, an organization for retired mili-
tary. In 2007, Colonel Rice was named Great-
er Odenton Improvement Association’s Citizen
of the Year for his community service.

Colonel Rice is a dedicated husband to his
wife of 56 years and a committed father to two
Army combat veterans. He also has four
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | have had the privilege of per-
sonally knowing Colonel Rice since his days
serving on the Anne Arundel County Council.
| know him to be a hard-working, patriotic and
ever-helpful community leader. | ask that you
join with me today to honor Colonel Bert Rice,
whose life of service to the United States is
deserving of our deepest gratitude. It is with
great pride that | congratulate him on his re-
tirement and wish him many more years of
continued success and happiness.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, during Roll Call
Vote number 242 on the McNerney amend-
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ment to H.R. 5055, | mistakenly recorded my
vote as no when | should have voted yes.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER AND
POLITICAL PRISONER, TRAN
HUYNH DUY THUC

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, for the past few days, I've followed
President Obama’s engagement with the citi-
zens and government of Vietnam. It was a
momentous occasion for the Vietnamese peo-
ple to have their struggles acknowledged by
the President of the United States.

| commend President Obama for empha-
sizing human rights and promoting freedom of
speech, assembly, and expression; as well as
internet freedom, education and economic re-
forms. Yet, | am disappointed that President
Obama did not call for the release of all polit-
ical prisoners and did not publicly name the
human rights activists who were detained and
prevented from meeting with him.

| would like to call attention to a courageous
human rights defender and political prisoner,
Mr. Tran Huynh Duy Thuc. As a blogger and
entrepreneur, Mr. Thuc peacefully called for
political and economic reform in Vietnam. In
2009, Mr. Thuc was arrested, and in 2010,
during a one-day trial, he was prosecuted for
“conducting activities aimed at overthrowing
the people’s administration” under Article 79
of the Penal Code. The Vietnamese govern-
ment sentenced him to 16 years imprisonment
and 5 years house arrest upon release. To
protest the ongoing injustices and mark the
seventh year of his unjust imprisonment in the
Nghe An prison, Mr. Thuc has begun an in-
definite hunger strike.

| urge you to stand in solidarity with me to
shine a light on Mr. Thuc’s plight as he coura-
geously fights for the basic freedoms and
rights that Americans treasure.

CYNTHIA DOMINGUEZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Cynthia
Dominguez for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Cynthia Dominguez is a 12th grader at
Sobesky Academy and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Cynthia
Dominguez is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Cyn-
thia Dominguez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN C. CARNEY, JR.

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, | wish to clarify
my position on roll call vote 242 cast on May
25, 2016.

On Roll Call Vote Number 242, on agreeing
to Mr. McNerney of California’s Amendment, |
voted “No.” It was my intention to vote “Aye.”

—————

THE WORST CASUALTY OF WAR IS
TO BE FORGOTTEN

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, we celebrate Memorial Day and across
the nation Americans will gather to pay tribute
to our soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines
who go overseas and do not return. They are
from every state and territory. They are from
farms, ranches and cities. They are of all
races and both sexes. They are rich and poor,
but generally they are young. They are patri-
ots, defenders of freedom and volunteers to
serve our great nation. We remember all of
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice so
that we can live freely.

It all started in 1868 when widows and
girlfriends of soldiers killed in the War Be-
tween the States started putting flowers on the
graves of Confederate and Union soldiers in
Arlington Cemetery. And thus began what was
initially called “Dedication Day,” and now Me-
morial Day.

If we recall our history we must remember
that during the War Between the States, there
were 350,000 Confederates that were killed
and 455,000 Union soldiers that were killed,
and regardless of the politics, they were all
Americans—America’s youth. And thus began
what we now call Memorial Day, the last Mon-
day in May.

Memorial Day is a special event for people
in Texas because, around 125,000 Texans are
serving our nation, today and every day. Tex-
ans have always been willing to volunteer to
support our country, and that says a lot about
our country.

In another war, the war to end all wars,
5,000 Texans gave their lives. Boys who grew
up on farms in Texas suddenly became men
as they found themselves in the muddy, rainy,
and bloody trenches an ocean away.

Life in the trenches was hard. Men were
constantly bombarded with artillery and ma-
chine gun fire. And they often faced the dan-
ger of going over the trenches and crossing
no man’s land, trying to repel the enemy
forces attempting the same.

In the midst of battle and in the face of the
enemy, some men displayed tremendous gal-
lantry and were awarded medals for their ac-
tions. However, the greatest casualty of war is
to be forgotten. More soldiers died during
World War | than in Korea, Vietnam, both Iraq
Wars and Afghanistan combined. It is only fit-
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ting that they are honored in our nation’s cap-
ital.

After the long process of passing the cre-
ation of the WWI memorial and creating and
funding the WWI commission through Con-
gress, it was signed into law. Now, we have
finally arrived at a design for the National WWI
memorial at Pershing Park. The “Weight of
Sacrifice” was chosen by the WWI commis-
sion. Soon, veterans of the war to end all wars
will be properly honored in our nation’s capital.

This Memorial Day, we remember those
who served and who did not make it back
home. On Monday, | will be honoring our fall-
en heroes at the Houston National Cemetery,
as Americans across the nation observe this
day of remembrance. We remember their sac-
rifices and that of their families. To those who
gave their all to serve our country, America is
eternally grateful. We remember each and
every one of them because the worst casualty
of war is to be forgotten.

And that is just the way it is.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MR. BOSIE EDWARDS

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, Bosie Edwards was no ordinary man, he
was multi-talented, seriously focused and
good at practically everything that he did. |
have known him for many years because he
was always intimately connected and actively
engaged in the community. He was an excel-
lent social worker and was recognized as one
of the top gang intervention and youth vio-
lence prevention specialists in the city. Of
course that was only one aspect of his being.
When it came to music he was top of the line,
a maestro, a band leader, a choreographer, a
smooth jazz, rhythm and blues music man,
gentleman of leisure, and the top band in
town. | have heard them many, many times
and never got enough.

Finally Bosie has been a regular on cable
television with his own very interesting show
which has been watched religiously by thou-
sands of individual on a regular basis.

Yes, Bosie Edwards made a great impact
on the lives of those who knew and/or came
into contact with him.

| extend condolences to his family, friends
and all who knew and loved him.

DOMINIQUE SARTIRANA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Dominique
Sartirana for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Dominique Sartirana is a 12th grader at
Stanley Lake High School and received this
award because her determination and hard
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work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Dominique
Sartirana is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Dominique Sartirana for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

RECOGNIZING CAROL SHIMIZU ON
HER RETIREMENT

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to recognize Carol Shimizu on the occa-
sion of her retirement after 48 years of dedi-
cated public service as an educator.

Carol’'s educational career began in 1968 as
a preschool and kindergarten teacher in Ger-
many. She moved to San Jose where she
went on to become a high school English and
childhood development teacher and later an
administrator. Shimizu was hired as principal
of Dublin High School (DHS) in 2004.

Under her stewardship, both the physical
and academic environment at DHS has been
transformed, and the school is now widely re-
garded as one of the top high schools in Cali-
fornia. The rate of students heading to four-
year colleges has risen dramatically, with
graduates going on to the nation’s most pres-
tigious colleges, universities, and postsec-
ondary programs.

DHS saw its Academic Performance Index
(API) climb every year during her tenure,
jumping from 793 to an all-time high of 880 in
the last year the APl was measured by the
state. The number of honors and AP courses
offered increased from 12 to 24, while both
enrollment and scores for students taking AP,
SAT, ACT, and PSAT rose dramatically, earn-
ing DHS AP Honor Roll status from the Col-
lege Board.

Carol successfully initiated Academies and
Pathways in Engineering, BioMedical, Culinary
Arts, Visual and Performing Arts, and Digital
Media. DHS also implemented a comprehen-
sive College and Career Readiness program
for all students, including the addition of the
“Gael Period”, Freshmen Seminar, and the
Freshmen Mentoring Program.

In addition, under Carol's leadership DHS’s
facilities have been extensively modernized,
remodeled, and rebuilt to support 21st century
learning. The $120 million of renovation and
expansion overseen by Carol has successfully
accommodated a campus population that has
nearly doubled during her time as principal.

Carol has fostered lasting, productive part-
nerships in the community and has laid the
groundwork for an ever-expanding offering of
programs and opportunities for all DHS stu-
dents. | wish to congratulate her on a long and
distinguished career, and wish her health and
happiness in retirement.
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