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wish the National CARES Mentoring Move-
ment well as it strives to end intergenerational
poverty in our African-American communities.

HONORING CORBEN CRITES
HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 1, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Corben Crites of Farmington,
Missouri for his outstanding achievement of
receiving his Eagle Scout Award. This award
is not easily attained and cannot be achieved
without a steadfast determination to succeed.

In order to receive this award, Corben com-
pleted an Eagle project that exemplifies patri-
otism and his commitment to serve others. To
help better meet the needs of Farmington area
students, Corben constructed a 166-foot walk-
way and two benches in a designated student
pickup area at the Farmington Senior High
School.

At a young age Corben has shown values
such as honesty, loyalty, and civility that in-
spire others. He has shown commitment to
good citizenship, physical fitness, and edu-
cation. By learning important survival skills
and first aid, he has made himself an asset to
our community, as well as the nation. Corben
is a role model for young and old alike and it
is my pleasure to recognize his achievements
before the House of Representatives.

———

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING
ROBERT T. E. KAO FOR HIS CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY
OF GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 1, 2016

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Mr. Robert T. E.
Kao for his service and selfless contributions
to the community of Guam. Robert has dedi-
cated his life to helping others as a true hu-
manitarian and philanthropist.

Robert was born in China in 1939. He grew
up in the eastern province of Shandong where
he developed his knowledge of Confucius
teachings. Robert and his siblings were raised
by an older brother in Taiwan after their par-
ents passed away when Robert was just a
toddler.

Robert was a teacher in Taiwan and he
married his wife, Anna in 1967. The Kaos
moved to Guam in 1971 when Anna accepted
a military contract position for furniture con-
cession. Within a year Anna opened Genghis
Khan Furniture and by 1995 her business be-
came the premier Asian and contemporary fur-
niture store in Guam. She opened ten stores
between 1972 and 1995 in Guam, California
and China. Anna contributes the success of
the family to the support of her husband who
served as the vice president of Genghis Khan
Furniture while guiding their children and
doing charitable work. Together they have two
children and now three grandchildren. Both of
their children have found success in their pro-
fessions in the United States mainland.
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During a very difficult time for many people
of Taiwan, Robert served as Overseas China’s
Affairs Commissioner. He used his personal
resources to locate and reunite hundreds of
families who were separated from their fami-
lies in China. Many families were separated
for more than 30 years and forbidden to com-
municate by both China and Taiwan laws.
Robert put himself at great risk to assist and
reconnect thousands of people.

Additionally, Robert has been a member of
the fraternal organization the Freemasons for
over 40 years, and has supported the Shriners
Hospital through his position as a Noble of the
Mystic Shrine of North America. He has
served twice as the president of the Chinese
Association of Guam and the president of the
Confucian Society of Guam. During his term
as president of the Confucian Society of
Guam, he lobbied the Guam Legislature to de-
clare September 28, Confucius’ birthday, as
Teachers’ Appreciation Day to remind all stu-
dents of the value of honoring educators. Rob-
ert was also a founding member and first
president of the Federation of Asian People.
He has also assisted with building the Chinese
School of Guam and the Tamuning Chinese
Park in Guam. Robert has helped students ac-
quire scholarships to attend the University of
Taiwan and has supported numerous local
and national charities.

Robert worked diligently throughout his time
on Guam and demonstrated true and genuine
care for the people he gave his time to serve.
| congratulate Mr. Robert T. E. Kao for his life
and | join the people of Guam in commending
him, his wife Anna and their family for their
many contributions.

—————
COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE GOVERN-

MENTAL PRAYER BREAKFAST
OF PENSACOLA, FLORIDA

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 1, 2016

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the
Governmental Prayer Breakfast of Pensacola,
Florida.

The hand of God has guided this country
from the Pilgrims’ landing at Plymouth Rock in
1620 through today. Without God and faith,
our Nation simply would not exist. Indeed, our
Founders pledged their lives, fortunes, and sa-
cred honor to the Declaration of Independence
“with a firm reliance on the protection of Di-
vine Providence,” and we can look back far
past 1776 to see that God has always been a
part of the fabric of American life. One hun-
dred fifty-six years before the Declaration of
Independence, the first Pilgrims at the Plym-
outh Colony signed the Mayflower Compact
affirming that the very reason for settling in
what would become the United States was
“for the glory of God, and advancement of the
Christian faith.”

The Constitution may make no specific
mention of God, but it reflects the religious
principles that a diverse group of thinkers
used to guide this country throughout history.
While there are some Americans who think
that politics and faith cannot coexist and be-
lieve that prayer and public service do not mix,
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many of us believe that our Nation’s leaders
need faith as a guide. We need it because
man alone is imperfect and flawed. We need
God’s direction in our lives because our Amer-
ican freedom rests not on the written words of
our founding documents, but on the moral
strength of the American people. George
Washington believed that “It is impossible to
rightly govern the world without God and
Bible.” Freedom is only possible if men be-
lieve in God and seek to do His will in their
lives and for this country.

In order to live our lives as servants of the
Lord, our Founders recognized that we must
look to prayer. Prayer has been a guiding prin-
ciple of private citizens and public officials
alike, and prayer has long been used to open
important public meetings and events. In fact,
the tradition dates back to at least September
7, 1774, when Reverend Jacob Duche deliv-
ered a prayer to open the First Continental
Congress. This tradition continues today, with
Congress opening its daily sessions with a
prayer offered by the House Chaplain or a
guest chaplain, and the religious history of our
Nation is also reflected in our National Motto—
“In God We Trust’—the National Day of Pray-
er, and the Pledge of Allegiance, amongst
many others.

Just as our Founders looked to prayer,
elected officials and community leaders at all
levels of life and government continue the sa-
cred tradition of prayer. This is the very es-
sence behind the founding of the Govern-
mental Prayer Breakfast of Pensacola. Since it
was established four decades ago by a group
of ministers from the Greater Cantonment-
Ensley Ministerial Alliance in Escambia Coun-
ty, Florida, this annual tradition has gathered
hundreds of Northwest Floridians, including
elected and appointed officials, together to
pray for our Nation and all levels of our gov-
ernment.

Our Father gave America its democracy, its
prosperity, and its liberty because America
has embraced God’s will for its future. But we
must continue to keep our faith in God in
order to keep our faith in government. It was
not our Founders’ intent to keep God out of
government, but to keep the government out
of the church. As Thomas Jefferson wrote,
“The constitutional freedom of religion is the
most inalienable and sacred of all human
rights.” We establish no religion in this coun-
try, nor should we. But we continue to honor
the Lord and the blessings of liberty and free-
dom that he has bestowed upon this Nation,
and by bringing together leaders of Faith from
all levels, Pensacola’s Governmental Prayer
Breakfast honors the Lord and the founding
principles of this great Nation.

On behalf of the United States Congress, |
would like to recognize the Governmental
Prayer Breakfast's founding members and
those who have followed in their footsteps in
helping to preserve its original mission of en-
couraging moral and spiritual values in gov-
ernment. My wife Vicki joins me in congratu-
lating all of its members and past participants
on this important milestone and thanking them
all for their service to God and country. We
wish them continued success, and may God
continue to bless Northwest Florida, leaders of
all levels of government, and all Americans
across this great Nation.
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REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER ROBERT DUNLAP HOL-
LAND, JR.

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 1, 2016

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise to announce the
passing of LCDR (Ret.) Robert Dunlap Hol-
land, Jr. of Annandale, Virginia on January 20,
2016, at the age of 89. He is survived by Bar-
bara, his loving wife of 59 years; his daughter
Anne and son-in-law Richard McFarland of
Springfield, Virginia; his son Thomas Chris-
topher, daughter-in-law Lisa, and stepson
Cody Doss of Jupiter, Florida; his sister Phyllis
Eggleston of Norfolk, Virginia; and many
nieces, nephews, cousins, and special friends.

LCDR Holland was born in Norfolk, Virginia
on November 18, 1926, to Gladys Matthews
Holland and Robert Dunlap Holland. He was
raised in Norfolk and graduated from Maury
High School in 1944. Upon graduation, LCDR
Holland went to Emory and Henry College as
part of the Navy’'s V—12 program. He subse-
quently attended the University of Virginia,
graduating in 1949 from the Naval ROTC pro-
gram where he earned a degree in commerce
and a reserve commission in the United
States Navy. When the Korean War broke out,
the Navy activated his commission as part of
the contingent invading Inchon. Upon returning
to the United States, LCDR Holland trained as
a gunfire liaison officer at Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina.

After leaving active service, LCDR Holland
relocated to Annapolis, Maryland, to manage a
small loan office. In 1954, he met his future
wife, Barbara Claire Harkins. They married in
1956. In 1960, Robert, Barbara, and their two
children moved to Annandale where he began
a career in banking. He was tremendously
proud of both his service in the United States
Navy Reserve and to be a part of the First Vir-
ginia Bank Family.

Mr. Speaker, LCDR Holland and his family
represent the very best of America’s Greatest
Generation. We rise to honor and thank them
for their service to our Nation and to wish
them Fair Winds and Following Seas.

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF ALABAMA NATIONAL
CHAMPION FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 1, 2016

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the University of Alabama football
team on winning the College Football Playoff
National Championship. This marks Alabama’s
NCAA-record 16th national championship.

As a diehard Alabama football fan, | loved
watching this team because they played with
such a strong competitive spirit and refused to
be denied. The team was incredibly well-
rounded and balanced in all three phases of
the game. Each week, it seemed like a dif-
ferent player would step up and make a big
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play. That is an important trademark of a true
team.

| am especially proud of the players from
Southwest Alabama who contributed to the
team’s success. Quarterback Jake Coker is a
Mobile native who played high school football
at St. Paul's Episcopal School. In the cham-
pionship game, Coker threw for over 300
yards and two touchdowns. It was a very gritty
and impressive effort, just like Coker's entire
college career.

Helping to lead the way for Coker and Ala-
bama’s Heisman-winning running back was
former Davidson High School standout Al-
phonse Taylor. As the starting right guard on
the offensive line, Taylor and his teammates
on the offensive line were rewarded for their
outstanding play by winning the inaugural Joe
Moore Award. This award goes to the nation’s
top offensive line each season. It was a well-
deserved honor.

Alabama’s run to the national championship
was marked by outstanding play from the de-
fense. That defense included former Daphne
High School star Ryan Anderson. Anderson
was a dominating force who racked up six
sacks on the year. He played some of his best
football down the stretch in the SEC Cham-
pionship Game and again in the College Foot-
ball Playoff games. | know opposing quarter-
backs will be fearing him next season as well.

Mr. Speaker, this Alabama squad played as
a team and in a way that should make every
Alabamian proud. To the players, coaches,
support staff, and the University of Alabama
administration, | want to say congratulations
and Roll Tide.

———
HONORING THE LIFELONG SERV-
ICE OF COLONEL JOSEPH
SPIELBAUER

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 1, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute the service of Colonel Joseph
Spielbauer, whose dedication to excellence
and sacrifices for public service spanned more
than 25 years of active duty military service
and over 20 additional years of public service
to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Colonel Spielbauer was commissioned a
2nd Lieutenant in Field Artillery from Gonzaga
University, in May 1967. He immediately
shipped out to Fort Sill, Oklahoma for officer
basic training followed by Airborne training
and the grueling Ranger course at Fort
Benning, the home of Infantry at Fort Benning,
Georgia. He earned both his paratrooper
wings and the prestigious Ranger tab prior to
his first assignment to the famed 82nd Air-
borne Division.

After duty with the 82nd Airborne Division,
Colonel Spielbauer was reassigned to combat
duty with the 1st Infantry Division in the Re-
public of Vietnam, where he served as an artil-
lery firing battery commander. Following com-
bat duty, he returned to the United States and
completed the artillery officer advance course,
the advanced maintenance course, and rig-
orous infantry pathfinder training.

Colonel Spielbauer's next assignment was
in Germany, where he first served as an artil-
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lery service battery commander and then as
the Group S-3 (plans and operations) officer.

As Vietnam drew down and the Cold War
heated up, the Army decided to station a com-
bat ready Ranger battalion in Europe. The
leaders of this elite fighting force went through
a vigorous screening process. Colonel
Spielbauer’s outstanding service record and
demonstrated potential for greater responsi-
bility earned him the challenging assignment
as the first Fire Support Coordinator for the
European Ranger battalions. He excelled in
this duty and was subsequently assigned to
teach at the Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, where he was responsible for helping
to train the next generation of military leaders.

Colonel Spielbauer and his family then
moved to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where
he completed the Army’s resident Command
and General Staff College. He then returned
to Europe for the next 7.5 years. In Europe,
Colonel Spielbauer served in numerous posi-
tions of escalating responsibility. He initially
served as the plans officer for the 59th Ordi-
nance Brigade. His initiative, hard work, and
dedication to excellence earned him the op-
portunity to command the 294th Army Artillery
Group. This difficult job carried the heavy re-
sponsibilities of nuclear fire support for NATO
and numerous challenging host nation support
requirements. Colonel Spielbauer did an out-
standing job in this assignment. He earned the
rare opportunity to then command the 552nd
Army Atrtillery Group. He spent 5 years com-
manding high profile, high risk nuclear units.

Colonel Spielbauer's demonstrated potential
for greater responsibility earned him a slot in
the resident Army War College class. This is
the most senior Army school, reserved for the
absolute best Army leaders. After graduation,
he was selected for a prestigious staff/faculty
positon at the War College. Colonel
Spielbauer’s final assignment was the Senior
Army Advisor to the Commanding General of
the 28th Infantry Division/Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard. Colonel Spielbauer retired from
active duty in September 1992 and
transitioned to civilian service for the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania.

Colonel Spielbauer held several important
positions in Pennsylvania including his role as
the Director of the Base Development Com-
mittee and his current position as Executive
Director of the PA Military Community En-
hancement Commission. Joe was directly re-
sponsible for bringing together all of the dis-
connected military operations in Pennsylvania
and preparing a unified strategy to expand the
military presence through the 2005 Base Re-
Alignment & Closure (BRAC). Colonel
Spielbauer approached this daunting responsi-
bility with the same unflinching dedication and
professionalism that he employed to achieve
military mission accomplishments. The un-
questionable success of Colonel Spielbauer’s
detailed planning, meticulous execution and
foresight can be seen throughout Pennsyl-
vania, as military programs expand and em-
ployment grows.

Throughout his long and successful career,
Colonel Spielbauer has faithfully executed his
diverse duties with great professionalism. He
is a “Soldier's Soldier” and a consummate
professional. Colonel Spielbauer’s outstanding
career reflects great honor and credit upon
himself, his family, and our nation.
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