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As Members of Congress, we must do our 

part to equip our teachers with the best tools 
and resources possible to educate our chil-
dren—who are our most precious resource 
and deserve every effort we can make to give 
them the opportunity to succeed. 

I thank all the dedicated teachers in the 
First District of Iowa during National Teacher 
Appreciation Week for continuing to provide 
their best to our children and empowering 
them to reach their full potential. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MUSTANG 
SUD’S 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a milestone for the Mustang Special 
Utility District (SUD). On May 13, 2016, this 
local government entity will celebrate fifty 
years of utility service to residents and busi-
nesses in northeast Denton County. 

The organization started as a small water 
supply corporation in 1966 with less than 50 
connections. The Mustang SUD now covers 
100 square miles and 11,000 connections as 
a provider of retail water and sewer utilities 
within its designated boundaries, encom-
passing cities and communities between Pilot 
Point to the north and Oak Point to the south. 

The Mustang SUD is governed by an elect-
ed board of directors. The nine directors are 
elected to three year terms and must be retail 
customers of the organization and reside with-
in the district’s boundaries. Since 2011, the or-
ganization has been deemed a ‘‘Superior Pub-
lic Water System’’ by the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 

To be designated ‘‘Superior,’’ the system 
must meet the TCEQ’s stringent criteria for 
overall excellence in the operation of a public 
water system. These standards include ex-
celled efforts in protecting public health, ensur-
ing reliable operations and water supply for 
the system’s customers, compliance with regu-
latory requirements and environmental stew-
ardship. 

It is my privilege to represent the customers 
of the Mustang SUD in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

f 

HONORING MR. HAL RICHARDS 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor and congratulate a dear friend, Mayor 
Hal Richards of Terrell, Texas. Hal is an out-
standing community leader and servant for the 
people of Kaufman County. 

Hal was born in 1953 in El Paso while his 
father served in the Army at Fort Bliss. After 
the military, his father’s job as a petroleum en-
gineer took him across Texas to wherever the 
next oil boom struck. The Richards family 
even lived in Venezuela for a period of time. 
Ultimately, the family settled in Garland, Texas 
where he was an active musician in the Gar-
land High School band and even played in a 

slightly lesser known garage band, The Mono-
tones. 

After graduating high school, Hal took his 
talents to Texas A&M where he served as the 
drum major in the Fighting Texas Aggie Band. 
He graduated in 1975 with a degree in political 
science, and later he earned his MBA. 

Hal met his wife Christi while at A&M and 
they married in 1976. They found their way to 
Terrell in 1981 where he opened a tractor dis-
tributorship and raised his family. The folks of 
Terrell are glad they did. In 2001, Hal sold the 
tractor dealership and took over his father’s 
manufacturing company, Catco, where he con-
tinues to oversee operations. 

Hal decided to give back to his adopted 
town and ran for city council, and served for 
one term before being elected Mayor of Terrell 
in 2007. As mayor, he has been instrumental 
in the growth of ‘‘Terrell America,’’ the adopted 
slogan. Hal has served his community in a 
number of other capacities including: Chair-
man of the Terrell Chamber of Commerce, As-
sistant Scout Master, member and past presi-
dent of the Rotary Club, and his church’s ves-
try. Not surprisingly, Hal was also recently 
named Citizen of the Year. And if he wasn’t 
busy enough, Hal finally realized a lifelong 
dream of becoming a pilot in 2003. 

Hal and Christi have three sons, Jason, 
Travis and Chad. Like their dad, they are all 
proud Texas A&M graduates as well. It is truly 
an honor to represent Hal Richards in the 
United States House of Representatives. On 
behalf of the Fifth District of Texas I would like 
to congratulate Hal for a job well done as 
Mayor, and thank him for his tireless commit-
ment to his family and community. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE ‘‘FROG-
MEN’’ OF THE U.S. NAVAL COM-
BAT DEMOLITION UNITS IN 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I had the privi-
lege of meeting on March 30 with William 
‘‘Bill,’’ Dawson of Waldorf; Maryland, in the 
Fifth Congressional District. Bill is the last liv-
ing member of the first class of Naval Special 
Warfare Operators to train for duty with the 
U.S. Naval Combat Demolition Units that were 
the precursor to today’s Navy SEAL teams. 
He is ninety-one years old and a retired 
Washington, D.C. firefighter who remains 
deeply proud of his service to our nation and 
to his community. I was honored to receive 
from him a copy of his book Before They 
Were SEALS They Were Frogs, which re-
counts the story of the Naval Combat Demoli-
tion Units during the Second World War and 
his own service in the Pacific. 

First created in 1943 and led by Lt. Draper 
L. Kauffman, the first Naval Combat Demoli-
tion Units were tasked with the reconnais-
sance of amphibious landing sites and the 
demolition of enemy obstacles that would 
hinder the advance of invading Allied forces. 
After their specialized training at Fort Pierce in 
Florida, including the series of grueling tests 
that is now considered to have been the first- 
ever ‘‘Hell Week,’’ the first Navy ‘‘Frogmen’’ 
deployed to the European and Pacific theaters 
of operation in support of combat operations. 

Navy Frogmen were instrumental in clearing 
obstacles on Omaha Beach and Utah Beach 
during the Normandy invasion on D-Day in 
1944, and many were killed or wounded per-
forming their dangerous missions. In the Pa-
cific, Frogmen demonstrated similar gallantry 
during the operations to liberate the Phil-
ippines, Guam, Borneo, and many other 
places that had been occupied by Japanese 
forces and that were instrumental in the ad-
vance toward victory. Frogmen were training 
for cold-water operations in preparation for an 
anticipated invasion of the Japanese home is-
lands when the war ended. 

The Underwater Demolition Teams that suc-
ceeded the initial Naval Combat Demolition 
Units saw action in Korea and Vietnam, and it 
was in the early 1960’s that the Navy decided 
to transition them into the Navy SEAL teams 
we know today, in a reflection of their broad-
ening role beyond the water’s edge. Ameri-
cans are grateful for the extraordinary service 
and sacrifices of our Navy SEALs, among the 
most skilled, experienced, and courageous to 
serve in defense of our nation. I’m proud to 
represent many Navy personnel and veterans 
in Maryland’s Fifth District, which is home to 
Pax River Naval Air Station, the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Indian Head Division, and 
Webster Field. I join in thanking Bill Dawson 
and all of those who were our nation’s first 
Navy Frogmen for their gallant service in de-
fense of freedom and for their crucial role in 
the history of U.S. Naval Special Operations. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on May 13, 2016, 
I was unable to be present to cast my vote on 
roll call No. 190, Motion on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question on the Rule (H. Res. 725). 
Had I been present for roll call No. 190, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

I was unable to be present to cast my vote 
on roll call No. 191, the rule providing for con-
sideration of the House Amendment S. 524— 
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act of 
2016 (H. Res. 725). Had I been present for 
roll call No. 191, I would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

I was unable to be present to cast my vote 
on roll call No. 192, on approving the Journal. 
Had I been present for roll call No. 192, I 
would have voted ‘‘AYE.’’ 

f 

CONGRATULATING BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN PLUMBING FOR 
BEING RECOGNIZED AS A FINAL-
IST FOR THE 2016 SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE EMPLOYER SUPPORT 
FREEDOM AWARD 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Benjamin Franklin Plumbing, of 
Springfield, Missouri, for being recognized as 
a finalist for the 2016 Secretary of Defense 
Employer Support Freedom Award. 
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The Secretary of Defense Employer Support 

Freedom Award is the agency’s highest rec-
ognition given to employers who offer excep-
tional support to their workers who serve in 
the National Guard or Army Reserve. This 
award is an incredibly prestigious honor, as 
only 30 businesses were selected as finalists 
this year from more than 2,400 potential can-
didates. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a true privilege to rep-
resent the Southwest Missourians at Benjamin 
Franklin Plumbing, who have earned this nom-
ination for respecting our troops. I’m proud to 
be a part of this community, where businesses 
like this have taken it upon themselves to act 
as patriotic role-models and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in applauding their being 
named a finalist for this esteemed award. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF OCA’S SAC-
RAMENTO DRAGON BOAT FES-
TIVAL 21ST ANNIVERSARY GALA 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Organization of Chinese Ameri-
cans’ Sacramento chapter and the distin-
guished organizations that are being honored 
at the 21st annual Dragon Boat Festival and 
Gala. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring OCA Sacramento and these fine or-
ganizations. 

The OCA Sacramento chapter is an active 
advocate for all Asian Pacific Islander Ameri-
cans, dedicated to advancing the social, polit-
ical, and economic well-being of our Sac-
ramento community. An exemplary organiza-
tion, OCA Sacramento promotes civic partici-
pation and community involvement. OCA Sac-
ramento hosts a variety of annual events cele-
brating traditional Chinese holidays and fes-
tivals, such as the Dragon Boat Festival, 
which promote and foster an understanding of 
our city’s rich cultural heritage. OCA Sac-
ramento offers essay contests and scholar-
ships for youth, which promote education and 
leadership skills. OCA Sacramento’s deep in-
volvement and commitment to our community 
is commendable. 

In keeping with this year’s theme of ‘‘Light 
the Torch for the Next Generation,’’ receiving 
this year’s Community Partner Award at the 
Festival are Wells Fargo, the Sacramento Po-
lice Department, and the Sacramento Sheriff’s 
Department. These community organizations 
are dedicated to making the Sacramento re-
gion a safe and prosperous place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

Mr. Speaker, as the members of OCA Sac-
ramento gather at the Dragon Boat Festival to 
celebrate their 21st anniversary, I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in honoring them for 
their unwavering commitment to the Sac-
ramento region. 

IMPROVING TREATMENT FOR 
PREGNANT AND POSTPARTUM 
WOMEN ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I appreciate my colleague’s com-
ments on this legislation, and I’m encouraged 
by the bipartisan support to advance not only 
my bill, but all of the important bills we are dis-
cussing today. 

I’d like to take a few minutes to discuss 
some of the stories of those who have faced 
addiction. Stories from people in my home 
state of New Mexico—who have faced the 
challenges of substance abuse and are 
healthier today and working to improve their 
communities. 

As we come here and discuss the impor-
tance of various programs and we debate the 
need for greater investments—which I think 
we need to address this crisis—let us not lose 
sight of the people whose lives are at the cen-
ter of this. 

Mr. Speaker, sons and daughters, husbands 
and wives, friends and neighbors—everyone is 
impacted by this drug crisis. 

I’d like to share Kayla Trujillo’s story. Kayla 
has been in recovery since November of 2014 
and is using her experiences to help others 
struggling with drug addiction. She is working 
to become a Certified Peer Support Worker. 

But at the age of 14, Kayla was struggling. 
‘‘As a young teen I had no sense of self- 

worth, no ability to cope with life, and sought 
things outside myself to help fill the empty 
void I felt inside,’’ she wrote to me. 

She was also a straight A, honor roll stu-
dent, because she knew good grades were a 
ticket to a better life. But one day, she went 
to her mom’s medicine cabinet and found a 
green bottle labeled Percocet for pain and 
took three pills. 

She writes: ‘‘That day I started my thirteen 
year love/hate affair with opiates that would 
forever change my life. Once I was physically 
dependent on opiates I took whatever means 
necessary to obtain my pills. 

‘‘I resorted to faking injuries, stealing my 
friends’ and family members’ pain pills, buying 
pills off the street, and eventually trading sex 
for pills just to support my daily pain pill habit 
. . . One day I ran out of pills, was very ill, 
and there were no pills to be sold so I picked 
up heroin to stay well. Once introduced to her-
oin I knew I had to change my way of life be-
fore it was too late.’’ 

Kayla checked herself into a rehab facility 
and got help. But there are too many people 
who don’t have access to the treatment they 
need. 

I’d also like to share the story of Joshua 
Trujillo. Joshua is a Certified Peer Support 
Worker at Inside Out Recovery in Espanola, 
New Mexico. He entered recovery after spend-
ing 11 years on the streets using drugs and 
alcohol. He wrote to me to share his story, 
and I’d like to read from that letter: 

‘‘I was in and out of jail for various drug re-
lated crimes. I would steal and lie to everyone 
that came in contact with me just to support 
my addiction. I attempted to abstain from 
drugs many times through my own means and 

would never succeed. In addition, I had been 
through drug court programs and licensed 
therapists and could never stay clean. I found 
it difficult to relate to anyone that had not ex-
perienced addiction firsthand. 

‘‘In August of 2011 I entered the doors of In-
side Out Recovery where I met a Certified 
Peer Support Worker. Through the CPSW’s 
own experience with addiction I came to be-
lieve that I could live my life without drugs. I 
had finally found someone I could relate to 
and learn from. Our talks were invaluable in 
my early recovery because I knew that if the 
CPSW could stay clean that I could too. The 
seed of recovery had been planted with that 
CPSW’s experience and I immediately knew I 
wanted to dedicate the rest of my life toward 
staying clean and helping the addict that still 
suffers.’’ 

Joshua and Kayla’s stories of addiction are 
all too common, and their stories of recovery 
are ones that we must ensure become more 
common as well. 

We are taking important action on the floor 
today, but let’s make sure that we are pro-
viding the resources necessary to address this 
crisis. 

f 

BARBARA SHORTER 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the accomplishments of a true 
champion of progress during Black History 
Month and all year long, Barbara Shorter. Her 
invaluable contributions to the Tampa Bay 
community is an inspiration to us all. Today, I 
am grateful to recognize her selfless dedica-
tion and honor her valuable service to our 
community. 

Ms. Shorter grew up in St. Petersburg, grad-
uating from Gibbs High School. She matricu-
lated from Florida A&M University where she 
then began her illustrious career as an Admin-
istrative Assistant to the Dean of the School of 
Agriculture and Home Economics. She dedi-
cated the next decade to teaching before con-
tinuing her own education at Florida A&M 
when she received her Master’s in Guidance 
and Counseling. Soon after graduation she ac-
cepted a position as the Assistant Principal at 
Northeast High School, becoming the third Af-
rican American teacher ever assigned to an 
all-white high school in Pinellas County. Re-
turning to her own Gibbs High School as Prin-
cipal, she became the first female African 
American High School Principal in Pinellas 
County in 100 years. Most recently, she was 
an Adjunct Instructor at the University of South 
Florida. 

Ms. Shorter is a longtime leader in the Afri-
can-American community. She was recog-
nized as Tampa Bay’s Black Most Influential in 
1983 as well as Pinellas County’s Educator of 
the Year for two straight years. Her local suc-
cesses were recognized on the national level 
upon an invitation from Secretary of State 
Colin Powell to President Clinton’s Summit on 
Education Issues from 1997–2000. 

Ms. Shorter service was not limited only to 
her work in the educational field. Throughout 
her life, she displayed a passion for civic en-
gagement. She inspired the next generation of 
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