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| extend my deepest congratulations to Dan-
iel Pergola for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

CONGRATULATING HARRY
FRIEDMAN

HON. CARLOS CURBELO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Harry Friedman
from Key Largo, Florida for earning the rank of
Eagle Scout, the highest honor in Boy Scouts
which takes years of dedicated effort. Commu-
nity service and leadership are the most im-
portant tenets of being a Boy Scout and Harry
has proven to possess both.

Harry’s service project involved constructing
a community garden located at the Keys Jew-
ish Community Center in Tavernier, FL. Harry
then arranged for the harvested vegetables to
be donated to the Burton Memorial Church for
their Food Bank Program. This program has
assisted in feeding the homeless by adding lo-
cally grown, fresh vegetables to their diet on
a regular basis.

Many of my district's constituents have al-
ready been positively affected by Harry’s con-
tributions to our community. We are all grate-
ful for his dedication to service and know he
will go on to accomplish great things.

On behalf of the Twenty-Sixth Congres-
sional District of Florida, congratulations again
on becoming an Eagle Scout.

TRIBUTE HONORING THE LIFE
AND LEGACY OF MR. HENRY
WILSON

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | met and got to know Henry Wilson in
January of 1969 when | took a job as the Ex-
ecutive Director of Greater Lawndale Con-
servation Commission where Mr. Henry Wil-
son was a member of the Board of Directors.

Henry worked for Western Electric at its
Hawthorne Plant; which at its height, em-
ployed 45,000 people in its operations. Henry
came off the assembly line and ultimately be-
came the Director of Community Relations.
Western Electric was incorporated in New
York in 1915 and became the telephone mo-
nopoly until 1984 when it split and became
AT&T Technologies. Henry as a pioneer in
corporate community relations used his posi-
tion at Western Electric to assist local commu-
nity charitable, not-for-profit and faith institu-
tions in fund-raising, planning and program de-
velopment activities.

Mr. Wilson was a great advocate for edu-
cation and youth programs such as Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts and YMCA activities.

He loved Chicago, he loved the Englewood
community where he lived and especially the
North Lawndale Community where much of
his work was centered.
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CELEBRATING WILLIE BROWNING
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate Willie Browning’s service to
central Texas. On May 12, she will retire from
over 20 years of work in the veteran commu-
nity as a volunteer Veterans Service Officer in
Harker Heights. Her commitment to putting our
troops and veterans first reflects the very best
of the generous spirit of the Lone Star State.

Willie knows that the interests of our brave
men and women who have served in uniform
must remain a top priority for the United
States government. A veteran herself, she has
truly exemplified what it means to give back to
her community. Along with her military service
and commitment to ensuring veterans get
what they earned, Willie’s involvement in mul-
tiple civic organizations and her work as a
published author are just a few reasons she is
admired and respected by many.

Following the death of her husband, SGM
William Edwards Evans, Willie didn't waste
any time combining her talent and passion to
proactively overcome the challenges both in
her life and in the lives of others. She worked
as a selfless and effective daily volunteer,
helping to process over 140,000 claims from
veterans and their families. Over the years,
she became a trusted ally and resource for
veterans in central Texas. There is no doubt
that Willie’s perseverance and formidable skills
helped many who otherwise may not have re-
ceived benefits.

Willie Browning’s positive impact in her
community deserves the utmost praise and
recognition. With the love and support of her
three daughters, three sons in law, and nu-
merous grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
Willie has played a huge role in directly help-
ing to improve the lives of so many veterans.
I’'m sure | echo the thoughts of all when | wish
her the best in both her much deserved retire-
ment and all her future endeavors.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 20TH
PASTORAL  ANNIVERSARY OF

REVEREND AARON N. GIBSON,
SR.

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Reverend Aaron N. Gibson, Sr.
on his 20th Pastoral Anniversary. As the pas-
tor of Second Baptist Church, Rev. Gibson
continues to provide outstanding spiritual lead-
ership to the Long Branch community.

Installed as pastor of Second Baptist
Church in Long Branch, New Jersey on May
19, 1996, Rev. Gibson brought with him a
wealth of experience that has helped him lead
his congregation and oversee an extensive ex-
pansion of the church. Prior to his call to serve
the Second Baptist Church, Rev. Gibson
served as an Associate Minister of the Fulton
Baptist Church in Baltimore, Maryland, Assist-
ant Pastor of the Gospel Service in Vogelweh,
Germany and Director of Parish Development
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for the Chaplaincy during his service to the
U.S. Army Chaplain Board. A veteran of the
U.S. Army, Rev. Gibson served in the Chap-
lain Corps for 27 years, reaching the rank of
Command Sergeant Major of the U.S. Army
Chaplain Center and School and the Com-
mandant of the Non-Commissioned Officers’
Academy.

In addition to his service to Second Baptist
Church, Rev. Gibson is an active member of
the community. He is a co-founder of the
Urban Ministerium of Long Branch and served
as its first President, a position he held for
over 10 years. Rev. Gibson is also a member
of the Permanent Council of the Seacoast
Missionary Baptist Association of Central Jer-
sey and previously served as its Second Vice-
Moderator and Acting Moderator. He is also a
member of the NAACP and has been recog-
nized for his many contributions to the com-
munity, ministry and country, achieving both
the Legion of Merit military award and the
Whitney M. Young Service Award, among
countless others.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
celebrating the 20th Pastoral Anniversary of
Rev. Aaron Gibson, Sr. His leadership, service
and dedication to the church and community
are truly deserving of this body’s recognition.

ADAM SEAMAN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Adam Sea-
man for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Adam Seaman is a 7th grader at Mandalay
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Adam Sea-
man is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Adam Seaman for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

——————

COMMEMORATING THE WASH-
INGTON PREMIERE OF WALK
WITH ME: THE TRIALS OF
DAMON J. KEITH

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Judge Damon J. Keith’s outstanding career
and service to the United States as we cele-
brate the Washington premiere of the docu-
mentary Walk With Me: The Trials of Damon
J. Keith. Judge Keith has a long and distin-
guished record and this documentary honors
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his legacy by chronicling some of his most no-
table accomplishments.

From an early age, Judge Keith excelled in
and out of the classroom. He graduated from
Northwestern High School in Detroit, where he
ran track. He went on to become the first in
his family to earn a college degree when he
graduated from West Virginia State College in
1943. After serving in the U.S. Army for three
years, he continued his education and earned
his law degree from Howard University Law
School in 1949.

In 1967, Judge Keith became the second
African American to sit on the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan after
being appointed by President Lyndon John-
son. He served as a Judge for the Eastern
District from 1967 to 1977, and was named
Chief Judge in 1975.

During the decade he served the District
Court, Judge Keith delivered a series of key
civil rights rulings including: Davis v. School
District of the City of Pontiac (1970) (school
desegregation); Stamps v. Detroit Edison Co.
(1973) and Baker v. City of Detroit (1979)
(employment discrimination and affirmative ac-
tion); and Garrett v. City of Hamtramck (1971)
and Zuch v. Hussey (1975) (housing discrimi-
nation).

He was unanimously affirmed by the United
States Supreme Court in the landmark civil lib-
erties case U.S. v. Sinclair (1971), known as
the “Keith decision,” which found that wiretap
surveillance absent a court order in domestic
security cases to be unconstitutional, contrib-
uting to the passage of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act (FISA).

In 1977, President Jimmy Carter appointed
Judge Keith to the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Sixth Circuit, where he served for
18 years until he took senior status in 1995.
During the 1980’s, he chaired the Sixth Circuit
and Judicial Conference Committees com-
memorating the Bicentennial of the Constitu-
tion.

In the wake of post-September 11 civil lib-
erty challenges, Circuit Judge Keith, ruled in
Detroit Free Press v. Ashcroft (2002) that the
absolute closure of deportation hearings in
“9—-11 special interest” cases was unconstitu-
tional, thereby ensuring openness in govern-
ment proceedings.

Judge Keith is widely revered, having re-
ceived numerous honors and awards, includ-
ing: the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People’s highest award, the
Springarn Medal, in 1974; the American Bar
Association’s Thurgood Marshall Award in
1997; the Edward J. Devitt Award for Distin-
guished Service to Justice in 1998, presented
by a panel comprised of a United States Su-
preme Court Justice, a federal circuit court
judge, and a federal district court judge; and
honorary degrees from Harvard University,
Yale University, Georgetown University, the
University of Michigan, Tuskegee University,
and over thirty other institutions.

Throughout his career, Judge Keith has
consistently stood as a defender of the Con-
stitution and civil rights of all people.

On the occasion of the Washington pre-
miere of the documentary Walk With Me: The
Trials of Damon J. Keith, | applaud his many
accomplishments. | am glad that Judge Keith’s
story is being shared and that many more
people will have the opportunity to learn of his
contributions to our Nation.
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ST PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the 150th anniversary of St.
Paul’'s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Stras-
burg, lllinois.

On April 15, 1866, even before the forma-
tion of the Village of Strasburg, worshipers
came together to form St. Paul's. The con-
gregation at first had no building in which to
worship, and so the first members would meet
in each other's homes or in public schools.
But it would not be long before the first church
was constructed, and in 1954 the current
church was built, which to this day offers Sun-
day services.

The parishioners of St. Paul’s feel devoted
to their parish and to each other, as genera-
tions have worshipped together as members
of an extended family. St. Paul's Evangelical
Lutheran Church has a long tradition of com-
munity involvement and care, and for 150
years it has been serving the spiritual and
emotional needs of its members and the com-
munity.

St. Paul's celebrated its 150th anniversary
with a special service and an appearance from
the Concordia Seminary Touring Choir of St.
Louis, and its celebration will continue with
special events scheduled for later this sum-
mer. | look forward to the continued success
of St. Paul’s, and | extend my best wishes as
it celebrates its 150th anniversary.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on May
10, 2016, on Roll Call Number 180 on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 4957,
To designate the Federal Building located at
99 New York Avenue, N.E., in the District of
Columbia as the “Ariel Rios Federal Building,”
| am not recorded. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 4957.

On May 10, 2016, on Roll Call Number 181
on the motion to suspend the rules and pass,
as amended, H.R. 5052, Opioid Program Eval-
uation Act, | am not recorded. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass, as amend-
ed, H.R. 5052.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. CHARLES
RAGLAND

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Charles Ragland of Palm
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Beach County who passed away in August
after a courageous fight with brain cancer.

Charles Ragland was a beloved husband,
brother, father, grandfather, uncle and friend.
He was a decorated Vietnam Veteran, a dedi-
cated public servant and inspiration to all who
had the pleasure of knowing him. Following
his graduation from the University of Miami in
1965, Charles joined the United States Army
and attended Officer Candidate School at Fort
Benning, GA. After receiving a commission as
a Lieutenant, Mr. Ragland completed Jungle
Warfare School in Panama before serving two
years in Vietham as a member of the First
Cavalry Division.

Mr. Ragland served honorably and coura-
geously while in Vietnam, receiving a number
of commendations for his service. He was the
recipient of the Purple Heart, the Gallantry
Cross with Silver Star, the Vietham Campaign
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the Air
Medal, the Bronze Star with Valor and an ad-
ditional Bronze Star.

After receiving an honorable discharge from
the Army in 1969, Charles began what would
be a long and successful career in finance. He
began working as the National Coordinator of
State Finance Chairman for President Gerald
Ford’s 1976 Election Campaign. After leaving
the campaign, Charles worked with Our Lady
of Lourdes Children’s Cancer Foundation in
Miami and the American Red Cross—Palm
Beach County Chapter before finding his true
calling as an Investment Director with Wells
Fargo Advisors.

Alongside his prominent financial career, Mr.
Ragland continued to selflessly serve his com-
munity. He served as the President of Kiwanis
of Palm Beach as well as chairing the board
of Pine Crest School at Boca Raton. Most no-
tably, Charles was the Founding Board Chair-
man of Operation Homefront—Florida. His ex-
emplary dedication to his community and to
helping veterans in need through this organi-
zation earned him the prestigious Wachovia
Way award in 2008 and the 2010 Wells Fargo
Volunteer of the Year award.

On October 29, 2010, Mr. Ragland was di-
agnosed with a stage four Glioblastoma. This
highly malignant form of brain tumor is unfor-
tunately difficult to treat as it reproduces quick-
ly and is made up of a multitude of different
cell types which do not all respond to treat-
ment in the same way. Charles outlasted
Glioblastoma’s median survival rate of 14
months, fighting off the disease for nearly five
years until his passing on August 2, 2015.

Mr. Ragland will be sorely missed but his
memory will live on through all of the lives he
impacted. While we all are deeply saddened
by his passing, | hope that Mr. Ragland’s fight
may raise awareness for this deadly disease
so that others might beat this cancer in the fu-
ture.

Mr. Speaker, | speak for all of Palm Beach
County in saying that we are grateful for Mr.
Ragland’s service and | know that he will live
on in the memory of his family and friends.
Charles Ragland was a soldier, a skilled busi-
nessman and dedicated pillar in his commu-
nity, who lived his life in a way that we should
all strive to live our own. Charles will be truly
missed.
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