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Hailing from Alliance, Ohio the University of 
Mount Union Concert Choir is one of the old-
est collegiate choirs in the United States. It is 
world renowned, touring the U.S. and abroad. 
Last year, they traveled to Austria and had an 
opportunity to perform inside many historically 
significant churches, cathedrals, and abbeys. 
These remarkable young musicians are from a 
variety of academic disciplines such as biol-
ogy, criminal justice, neuroscience, mathe-
matics, political science, and more. 

The Choir is led by Dr. Grant William Cook, 
III, who is a Kent State University alumni and 
accomplished musicologist. The Concert Choir 
recently visited Washington D.C. and per-
formed at the National Cathedral on May 
8th—Mother’s Day. I am proud to recognize 
such gifted young Ohioans and welcome you 
to join me in celebrating their achievements. 
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A TRIBUTE HONORING WALLACE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE—SELMA 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a hidden jewel in 
Alabama’s 7th Congressional District—Wal-
lace Community College of Selma, Alabama. 

Wallace Community College—Selma is a 
stellar two-year institution that provides incred-
ible educational opportunities to students of 
Dallas County and across the Black Belt of 
Alabama. 

Now more than ever, America needs greater 
innovation in our educational system to meet 
the increasingly demanding needs of tomor-
row. Outstanding higher education institutions 
in the State of Alabama are producing some 
of our state’s and nation’s best and brightest 
who will lead us into the next era of American 
cutting-edge technology, research, business 
leadership, entrepreneurship, science and in-
novation. 

Wallace Community College—Selma 
(WCCS) is leading that charge in my district 
through its dual-enrollment program which al-
lows high school students to complete college 
courses and graduate with a high school di-
ploma as well as an associate degree from 
this junior college. In 2008, Wallace Commu-
nity College—Selma graduated 31 students 
from the Selma Early College High School 
(ECHS), which was the first of its kind on a 
college campus in the state of Alabama. 

The 2016 graduation class will include 22 
dual enrollment students including 20 students 
that participated in a special partnership with 
Tuskegee University. The Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute (HHMI) program with 
Tuskegee allowed WCCS to increase the par-
ticipation of underrepresented minority stu-
dents from Alabama’s Black Belt counties in 
the important fields of science and research. 
The Howard Hughes Medical Institute dual en-
rollment program offers high school students 
an opportunity to take classes at WCCS and 
Tuskegee and graduate with their high school 
diploma as well as an associate degree in 
science. 

Mr. Speaker, the dual-enrollment program at 
Wallace Community College-Selma is accom-
plishing what it set out to do—giving Dallas 
County high school students a head start on 

college. The benefits of this important oppor-
tunity are immeasurable. Cutting the cost and 
time spent in College while providing high 
school students significant exposure to the 
types of classes and fields of interest that will 
give them an important advantage and jump 
start on their peers. 

Collaborations like these are so critically im-
portant to our youth gaining invaluable edu-
cational experience while obtaining college 
credit through dual-enrollment. America must 
encourage more of these types of efforts as 
we seek to lead the world in educating our 
people and attracting a new generation of 
high-tech and high-paying jobs and careers— 
understanding that science and technology are 
critical to our nation’s economic growth and 
sustainability. 

As the Member of Congress for the 7th 
Congressional District, I take great pride in 
working to offer solutions that will help lay the 
foundation for creating better-paying jobs, and 
for our education system to thrive into the fu-
ture. In order to achieve this, we need innova-
tive approaches to education and create a 
pipeline with our K–12 school systems, com-
munity colleges and universities to provide the 
resources our students need to become the 
best trained workforce. Our children deserve 
our greatest effort and America deserves our 
best workforce. 

I am so proud to acknowledge today the tre-
mendous efforts and outstanding programs of-
fered at Wallace Community College—Selma 
which exemplify the invaluable role our two- 
year institutions serve in our communities. 
This college’s leadership and innovation in 
creating a 21st century learning environment 
is to be greatly commended. What a jewel to 
have serving our students in the Black Belt of 
Alabama. I am proud to represent a district 
that cares so greatly for the future of the com-
munity and the future of this great nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend Dr. James 
Mitchell for his tremendous leadership as 
President of WCCS. The faculty, administra-
tors and students of the WCCS are truly out-
standing. 

This Friday, May 13, 2016 is graduation day 
at Wallace Community College—Selma. I want 
to congratulate the entire class of 2016 and 
especially acknowledge the academic achieve-
ment of the 22 dual enrollment students who 
will receive a special congressional com-
mendation. HHMI Students: Lekeybriana Allen, 
Connor Blackmon, Ronnie Caver, Brian Crum, 
Shaqueria Dial, Lauren Ellis, Khamari Gibbs, 
Kiara Horton, Kalissa Johnson, Kaylin Jordan, 
Thomas Kendrick, Walter Kendrick, Will 
Kendrick, Brandon Oliver, LaDaria Shorts, 
Epiphany Simmons, Khadijah Simmons, Alexis 
Walker, Marketa Williams, Alanna Young. Dual 
Enrollment Students: Tyniquea Edwards, and 
Tori Hatfield. 

I would also like to acknowledge the tre-
mendous achievements of the Wallace Stu-
dents who were Alabama Skills USA Winners: 
Jonniece Collins—First Place in Masonry and 
was the first woman in the state of Alabama 
to win this honor. Other winners included Rod-
erick Perkins—Second Place Masonry, Ter-
rence Campbell—Third Place Masonry and 
Francis Phillips—Second Place Cosmetology 
in the Men’s Hair Design Competition. I want 
to recognize the outstanding athletic achieve-
ments of Ki’Onna Likely who was the 2015–16 
Alabama Community College Conference 
Player of the Year as well as NJCAA Second 
Team All-American. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring all the accomplishments of the 
outstanding students and graduates of Wal-
lace Community College—Selma and to praise 
the leadership of Dr. James Mitchell and the 
hardworking staff and faculty of WCCS. 

Congratulation to the Graduating Class of 
2016—I wish you the very best in all your fu-
ture endeavors. We are counting on you to 
make difference. 
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JULIANA MEJIA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Juliana Mejia 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Juliana Mejia is a 12th grader at Arvada 
West High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Juliana 
Mejia is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Juli-
ana Mejia for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 
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HONORING OSCAR GARCIA 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Oscar M. Garcia of Willacy County, 
Texas. On April 20, 2016, his family gathered 
at the Garcia Ranch to celebrate his life and 
legacy, and I want to share the story of this 
important South Texan with my colleagues. 

Oscar Garcia was born on November 4, 
1930, west of Sebastian, Texas, on the Las 
Anacuas Ranch. At a young age, he began 
working in the fields of South Texas. 

His wife, Hortencia Caballero, was born in 
1945 near Lyford, Texas, and the couple mar-
ried on June 15, 1952, in Lyford. Together 
they raised six children: Alma, Oscar Jr., 
Rolando, Armando, Reynaldo, and Elizabeth, 
and they had 16 grandchildren and 14 great- 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Garcia began operating a trucking com-
pany in 1948. The business prospered under 
his management, and, with the profits of the 
company, he was able to purchase farm land 
in Willacy and Cameron Counties. Over the 
years, he amassed thousands of acres of 
prime land—much of it being the same land 
that he and his father worked on as share-
croppers or field hands. He grew his business 
over time, employing many and contributing 
greatly to the local economy. Mr. Garcia oper-
ated his trucking company for more than 50 
years and farmed for 40 years. 
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In 1972, Mr. and Mrs. Garcia purchased 

their homestead property on Business 77 be-
tween Sebastian and Lyford. Although Mr. 
Garcia built his home for his family to live in 
and enjoy, the family business had a central 
role. The most used room in the house was 
the office he shared with his wife, and the 
family used the vast acreage of the Garcia 
Ranch to store equipment, a practice that con-
tinues today. 

Mr. Garcia passed away on October 25, 
2010. He was preceded in death by his son, 
Rolando. Until the day he died, Mr. Garcia 
continued to work hard, to provide for his fam-
ily, and to earn the respect of every person he 
met. 

Since the loss of her husband, Mrs. Garcia 
has continued to manage and operate the 
property acquired during her husband’s life-
time. Additionally, she remains dedicated to 
the legacy of hard work, respect, and caring 
for her community that she and her husband 
built together. She is an active member of her 
church and a patron of the local volunteer fire 
department, and established an annual schol-
arship for Lyford High School students. 

The recent community gathering to honor 
Mr. Garcia and the entire Garcia family was 
also a testament to the Willacy County com-
munity, which has been challenged greatly in 
recent years. Despite setbacks, Willacy Coun-
ty remains a community that is united and 
filled with the most valuable of all resources— 
people like Oscar Garcia who care about each 
other and the place they live. Perhaps the 
greatest legacy of Oscar Garcia’s life is the in-
spiration to future generations to work hard 
and serve their community. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives in standing in honor 
of Oscar Garcia, his family, and his Willacy 
County community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD M. 
PHILLIPS, ESQ. 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my constituent Richard M. Phillips 
of Tiburon, California, upon his retirement from 
the law firm of K&L Gates LLP after 45 years 
of private practice. Throughout his lengthy ca-
reer, Mr. Phillips has been a leader in the 
areas of securities regulation and enforce-
ment. He spent his professional career in both 
government service and private practice, with 
a focus on the development and enforcement 
of our nation’s key laws and regulations relat-
ing to the protection of investors and the secu-
rities marketplace. 

Mr. Phillips’ career spans many years of 
public service, holding various positions within 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, including Assistant to the Chairman of 
the SEC, Assistant General Counsel, and Staff 
Director of SEC Corporate Disclosure and In-
vestment Company Studies. He was recog-
nized for his contributions to the development 
of securities law and for his service to the fi-
nancial and SEC communities over the years 
when he was awarded the prestigious William 
O. Douglas Award by the SEC Alumni Asso-
ciation in 2001. 

In 1971, Mr. Phillips became a founding 
partner of the law firm of Hill, Christopher & 
Phillips of Washington, D.C., which eventually 
evolved into the current global law firm of K&L 
Gates LLP. Upon moving to Tiburon, Cali-
fornia, with his wife Elda in 2000, Mr. Phillips 
co-founded the San Francisco office of K&L 
Gates, where he built his practice in the areas 
of securities regulation and investment man-
agement, representing and guiding clients 
through the complexities of the securities laws. 

In addition to Mr. Phillips’ many accomplish-
ments in the area of securities law, he has 
been a prolific writer and lecturer and has 
served in leadership roles for various publica-
tions and organizations focused on securities 
regulation, both at the national level and 
around the globe. Notably, he co-authored, 
edited, and was a guiding force behind the 
first Securities Enforcement Manual: Tactics 
and Strategies which was published in 1997 
by the American Bar Association Section of 
Business Law. The Manual combined the col-
lective practical experience of Mr. Phillips and 
his law firm colleagues in helping guide expe-
rienced and novice lawyers through the thicket 
of strategic and tactical issues in securities en-
forcement practice. He co-edited the second 
edition in 2007. These books continue to be 
relied upon by practitioners in this area. 

Mr. Phillips has been a tremendous mentor 
and guide to younger lawyers in helping them 
develop their expertise, and has been a val-
ued member of his law firm whose accom-
plishments will live on. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Mr. Phillips for his 
record of accomplishment and public service 
and in extending best wishes to him and to his 
wife Elda upon the occasion of his retirement. 
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LONG BEACH LOSES LEGEND, 
MARILYN GREEN 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
considerable sadness and a profound sense 
of loss that I report that the Long Beach com-
munity lost a dear friend and a dedicated pub-
lic servant on the passing of Marilyn Green on 
October 29, 2015. Marilyn—with long-time pro-
fessional partner Dick Cantrell—founded the 
law firm of Cantrell Green—now Cantrell 
Green Pekich Cruz & McCort—in 1971. 

Marilyn was also the heart and soul of the 
progressive movement in Long Beach. She 
was an advocate, mentor, and friend to sev-
eral generations of progressive leaders in 
Long Beach. I count myself lucky to have had 
her friendship and counsel over the years. 

A native of Newark, New Jersey, Marilyn 
eventually made her way to Stanford Law 
School. While attending as one of only two fe-
male students in her class, she met and mar-
ried journalist Terence Green. 

Determined to finish what she started, she 
sat for the California Bar exam in 1951 and 
was admitted to practice law in January, 1952, 
just one month before her first son, Alan, was 
born. She used to recall how odd it felt walk-
ing to take her oath while almost 9 months 
pregnant. 

Terry’s job brought them to Playa del Rey 
and, eventually, to the Long Beach area that 

would become their home for well over 50 
years. 

Like many women of her generation, Marilyn 
found herself unwelcome in many law firms 
due to her gender and was limited to family 
law practice. Knowing it was a matter of time 
before she found the right job, she settled into 
family law. She used to joke that, as a young 
lawyer, she had no idea how to create a safe 
exit strategy while interviewing a less-than-sa-
vory character. During one such interview, she 
decided ‘‘the case was much too complicated’’ 
and referred the person to the FBI. She later 
told us ‘‘From then on, I decided to keep the 
FBI’s number in my top drawer, but think I cer-
tainly wore out my welcome!’’ 

Marilyn joined the prestigious Levy & Van 
Bourg firm as an applicant’s attorney in Work-
ers’ Compensation in the late 1960s early 
1970s. 

When she and Richard Cantrell first opened 
Cantrell and Green in 1971, their first office 
was a public phone booth on the corner of 
Broadway and Pine Avenue in downtown Long 
Beach. Later, good friend and union official 
Tony Rodriguez from the United Rubber Work-
ers Union, would offer them a small office at 
his Local. 

Marilyn and Richard would go on to build 
Cantrell and Green into one of the most well- 
known and respected workers’ compensation 
firms in Southern California. Their practice 
also included social security, labor law, and 
personal injury claims. 

Not only did Marilyn Green talk the talk, she 
walked the walk. When asked why she would 
settle in a practice not as lucrative as other 
areas of practice, Marilyn said ‘‘If I wanted to 
make money, I would never have chosen a 
workers’ compensation practice. However, I 
love and believe in what I do and that is why 
I became a lawyer.’’ 

Over the years, Marilyn was honored by 
many organizations, including being named as 
Long Beach Bar Association Lawyer of the 
Year. She was a true professional in her work, 
a good friend to many, and a powerful force 
for good in our community who will be sorely 
missed. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF LISLE, ILLINOIS 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the in-
corporation of Lisle, Illinois. 

Lisle is a thriving and vibrant municipal and 
has built a friendly and welcoming community 
through its continued dedication to its resi-
dents and visitors. 

Since its founding in 1832, Lisle has be-
come a center of culture and commerce within 
the Chicagoland area and has served as a 
home to families, businesses, professionals, 
churches and organizations. Its multitude of 
parks, including the beautiful Morton Arbo-
retum, and youth and family friendly activities 
make it a superb place to work, live, and raise 
a family. 

On the occasion of this 60th Anniversary, 
we join together to celebrate Lisle’s legacy of 
growth and prosperity and to look ahead to 
the opportunities facing this great village. 
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