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HONORING NELS JOHNSON 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Nels Johnson of Fairfax, California, 
for more than 40 years of outstanding report-
ing at the Marin Independent Journal (IJ), the 
largest daily newspaper in Marin County. Mr. 
Johnson’s columns and articles have sparked 
conversations and changed policies in our 
community for decades, and his presence in 
the paper will be sorely missed. 

A graduate of Rutgers University in New 
Jersey, Mr. Johnson initially came to California 
in a Volkswagen van on a cross-country road 
trip in the early 1970s. After working briefly at 
a weekly paper in Tiburon, he joined the IJ as 
a reporter in May of 1972, where he continued 
to work through his retirement on April 28 of 
this year. 

Mr. Johnson’s encyclopedic knowledge of 
Marin County and its government is unparal-
leled. During his tenure, he covered some of 
the largest stories in the North Bay. From the 
Trailside Killer to the Mount Vision Fire to 
monitoring Supervisors’ expense accounts, Mr. 
Johnson was at the forefront of the news he 
covered—and once, famously, became part of 
the story himself. When an elderly couple in 
Inverness disappeared in 1994, his reporting 
led investigators to find the truck in nearby 
Lake Nicasio. 

Throughout my years as a California State 
Assemblyman and now as Member of Con-
gress, I always found his coverage to be 
tough, fearless, and fair. He often used his 
voice to empower the voiceless, particularly in 
elevating threats facing local fisheries and 
fishers. I appreciate the unbridled passion for 
journalism Mr. Johnson brought to the Marin 
IJ, and his honest approach to both big and 
small stories. 

I know I am not the only one of his readers 
who will miss Mr. Johnson’s dogged reporting, 
insight into local news and issues, and, of 
course, his column on fishing. Mr. Speaker, it 
is therefore fitting that we honor and thank 
Nels Johnson for his immeasurable contribu-
tions to civic life in Marin County and Cali-
fornia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEBORAH HABES AS 
SHE IS HONORED BY THE AM-
HERST WOMEN’S INTERCLUB 
COUNCIL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Deborah Habes for her honor-
able service and dedication to our community 
on the occasion of the Kentucky Derby Lunch-
eon at the Buffalo Niagara Heritage Village, 
hosted by the Amherst Women’s Interclub 
Council. 

A resident of the Village of Williamsville 
since 1977, Ms. Habes has been the corner-
stone to her community for several years. She 
has been the Village of Williamsville Deputy 
Clerk since 2001, and previously occupied the 

role of Village Building Department Clerk from 
1991 to 2001. 

In addition to her official duties, Ms. Habes 
volunteers extensively. She is a member of 
the Williamsville Business Association (WBA) 
on the Board of Directors. Currently she is 
Chair of the WBA Community Enhancement 
Committee, Chair of the ‘Love Your Village, 
Love Your Library Mad Hatter Returns!’ Fund-
raiser Gala since 2012, volunteer member of 
the Village Beautification Committee since 
1990, and Volunteer Chair of the Village of 
Williamsville Garden Walk since 2010, and 
Volunteer Chair of the annual Village/WBA 
Main Street in Bloom Project. As a village resi-
dent, village volunteer and a village employee, 
she aids in this committee’s mission to bring 
together Village residents, businesses and the 
Village government as a unified community 
force. 

In 2005, drastic budget cuts eliminated the 
branch from county funding. After the great, 
and much appreciated efforts of other dedi-
cated community members enough funds 
were raised to allow the library to remain 
open, but with very limited hours. Under Ms. 
Habes’ leadership the committee picked up 
the reins, and continued to support this library 
by starting the ‘Love Your Village; Love Your 
Library’ movement and presented the inau-
gural Gala Fundraiser inside the Williamsville 
Library in February 2012. They have now 
celebrated 5 years of increasing success for 
this now signature Village-centric event, and 
the Committee is happy to report that through 
a combined effort, thousands of dollars have 
been raised in the last 5 years solely for the 
support of the Williamsville Branch. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor the work of Mrs. Debo-
rah Habes. I ask that my colleagues join me 
in expressing our thanks for her admirable 
work to better the Village of Williamsville. 

f 

HONORING THE NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2016 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
deep respect and admiration that I rise to 
commend numerous exceptional leaders from 
Indiana who were honored as the Northwest 
Indiana Business and Industry Hall of Fame’s 
Class of 2016. While there were many deserv-
ing nominees, the individuals selected as this 
year’s inductees include: Greg Ludkovsky, 
Frank Schilling, Harley Snyder, JoAnn Birdzell, 
Urschel Laboratories, Incorporated, and State 
Senator Earline Rogers. For their many con-
tributions to the advancement of Northwest In-
diana, these honorees were recognized at a 
ceremony at the Radisson Hotel Celebrity 
Ballroom in Merrillville, Indiana, on Tuesday, 
May 10, 2016. 

Since 2007, Greg Ludkovsky has been vice 
president of global research and development 
at ArcelorMittal. He has been a driving force 
for global customer relations, which has 
changed ArcelorMittal from a materials sup-
plier to a solutions supplier. Greg works di-
rectly with automotive original equipment man-
ufacturers to develop one-of-a-kind steel. In 

addition, he has been a leader in engaging 
East Chicago school students by bringing 
them into the facility to teach them about the 
science and technology that takes place at 
ArcelorMittal each day. 

Frank Schilling is the president of Schilling 
Home Improvement Center. Schilling Home 
Improvement Center has been very successful 
and currently serves more than 400 contrac-
tors. In addition, Schilling Development cur-
rently has 1,000 lots ready for housing devel-
opment in Northwest Indiana. Frank and his 
wife, Shirley, have put much time and effort 
into building the Shrine of Christ’s Passion, lo-
cated in Saint John. This moving interactive 
prayer trail illustrates the last days of the life 
of Jesus Christ. Frank is very active in chari-
table organizations and is involved with the 
Women’s Crisis Center and the American 
Heart Association. 

Harley Snyder is a real estate and land de-
velopment executive and the president of 
HSC, Incorporated. He recently completed ten 
years as the governor’s founding appointee to 
the Northwest Indiana Regional Development 
Authority. In this position, he worked on the 
development of the Gary/Chicago International 
Airport, as well as the expansion and improve-
ment of the South Shore commuter rail line. 
Throughout his truly impressive career, Harley 
has helped to develop some 3,000 homes in 
Lake and Porter Counties. In 1976, he be-
came the first chairman of the Realtor’s Equal 
Opportunity Committee, which created the first 
non-discrimination agreement. This helped to 
ensure that people of any race or religion 
could own a home. In addition, Harley has 
served on the board of Valparaiso University 
for twenty years, is a member of the Porter 
County Community Foundation, and was the 
first chairman of the Northwest Indiana Forum. 

JoAnn Birdzell is the chief executive officer 
(CEO) for Saint Catherine Hospital in East 
Chicago. JoAnn has been a leader in 
healthcare administration for many years. In 
1995, she was named senior vice president of 
operations for Ancilla Systems, where she 
oversaw seven hospitals throughout Indiana 
and Illinois. In 2001, she assisted in the merg-
er of Saint Catherine Hospital and Saint Mary 
Medical Center with the Community 
Healthcare System. As CEO of Saint Cath-
erine Hospital, JoAnn leads through modern 
management techniques and follows the hos-
pital’s mission to serve all in need of medical 
care. In addition, she is a member of the Indi-
ana Hospital Association Board, has helped to 
promote Medicaid expansion in Indiana, and 
assisted in the founding of the Nazareth Home 
in East Chicago. 

The recipient of the Enterprise of the Year 
Award is Urschel Laboratories, Incorporated. 
For over 100 years, Urschel Laboratories has 
been known for its innovation, excellent cus-
tomer service, and generosity. Recently, the 
company completed construction of its new 
$80 million facility. In March of this year, the 
Urschel family sold the company to its employ-
ees in order to ensure a secure retirement for 
each of them. In addition, the Urschel family 
has given much of its time, effort, and con-
tributions throughout the years to the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Porter County, the 
Valparaiso Family YMCA, and the William E. 
Urschel Pavilion ice rink in Valparaiso. 

The recipient of the Partners in Progress 
Award and the keynote speaker for the event 
is the Honorable Earline Rogers, Indiana State 
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Senator. For decades, Senator Rogers has 
been one of the Indiana General Assembly’s 
most valuable and impactful leaders. Earline 
served eight years in the Indiana House of 
Representatives before she was elected to the 
Indiana State Senate in 1990, and the effect 
she has had on the community of Northwest 
Indiana and beyond is truly inspiring and im-
measurable. To name just a few of her count-
less accomplishments, Senator Rogers helped 
to create casino gaming in Indiana, co-au-
thored riverboat gaming legislation, helped to 
raise the age at which the death penalty can 
be applied in Indiana to the age of eighteen, 
assisted with the creation of the Northwest In-
diana Regional Development Authority, and 
has been instrumental in major education re-
form. In addition, Senator Rogers serves as a 
member of the Northwest Indiana Transpor-
tation Study Commission and the Indiana 
Lakes Management Work Group, and is presi-
dent of the board of trustees for the Gary 
YWCA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
these outstanding leaders upon their induction 
into the Northwest Indiana Business and In-
dustry Hall of Fame. They are truly deserving 
of this honor, and for their exceptional leader-
ship and unwavering commitment to the com-
munity of Northwest Indiana and beyond, each 
of them is worthy of the highest praise. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE TERRY 
TALLMAN FOR HIS SERVICE TO 
MORROW COUNTY AND THE 
STATE OF OREGON 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my good friend Judge Terry Tallman 
for his many years of dedicated public service 
in Morrow County. Terry is set to retire at the 
end of his term after serving 18 years as Mor-
row County Judge, the longest in history, and 
I would like to pay tribute to his leadership for 
the people of Morrow County and the Colum-
bia Basin. 

Terry grew up working on his family’s farm 
in Adrian, Oregon. After graduating high 
school in 1963, Terry continued working on 
the farm until he joined the Navy amidst the 
Vietnam War in 1969. Serving aboard the 
USS Kitty Hawk, Terry was responsible for 
maintaining the ship’s ultrasound systems and 
making repairs on the aircraft, skills he en-
joyed learning and putting to use. 

It was through the Navy that Terry met 
Cheryl, his wife of 42 years. While stationed in 
California the couple was introduced by 
Cheryl’s brother with whom Terry served. The 
two were married in 1974 following Terry’s dis-
charge from the Navy. Terry then took the op-
portunity to attend college at both the Univer-
sity of Oregon and Oregon State University 
before returning to the family farm in Adrian. 
With the continuing development of irrigated 
agriculture in the Columbia Basin at the time, 
Terry and his brother saw a wonderful oppor-
tunity to put their skills to use on their own, 
and, in 1978, Terry and Cheryl moved to the 
Boardman area. 

After establishing a successful custom farm-
ing operation in Boardman, Terry began to 

take interest in serving his community. His ef-
forts and success on the City of Boardman 
Planning Commission led numerous commu-
nity members to encourage him to run for 
Mayor of the City of Boardman, a position he 
won and held for 5 years. In 1999, the position 
of County Judge was vacated and Terry suc-
cessfully ran for the seat. 

Since then, Terry’s career has been marked 
by an impressive long term vision for Morrow 
County. His skill at administering the county 
budget and staying fiscally responsible has left 
the county in a markedly better financial posi-
tion. Under Terry’s leadership, Morrow County 
has seen substantial growth in a broad range 
of economic activities from wind turbine 
projects to value-added agriculture processing 
and data centers. 

With federal forests, an Army chemical 
depot and a Navy bombing range located 
within the county, communities experience 
plenty of federal hurdles while striving to grow 
their economies. Terry and I worked closely 
on many of these issues as he made sure the 
needs of the local communities were not ig-
nored by the federal government. Throughout, 
I appreciated and counted on his counsel and 
suggestions as we plotted a path forward to a 
solution. Whether it was wind energy and 
transmission line development on the edge of 
the bombing range, or ensuring the Army 
turns the Umatilla Depot land over to the com-
munities as planned, I knew I would find Terry 
in the middle of the issue working to foster 
economic growth and balance the national se-
curity needs at the sites. Thanks to Terry’s 
dedicated efforts over the past 18 years to 
tackle these issues and invest in the future, 
Morrow County has welcomed that growth 
with room to take advantage of new opportuni-
ties ahead. 

As Terry begins his transition into retire-
ment, I know he will look forward to free time 
to spend with his 3 children and grandchild, as 
well as plenty of time to spend doing what he 
loves on his farm again. 

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing and thanking my good 
friend, Judge Terry Tallman, for his many 
years of leadership and wise counsel in Mor-
row County. 

f 

HONORING CHARLES BLACK 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Charles Black, who passed away on 
Monday, March 14 in Corte Madera. Born in 
Sydney, Australia, Mr. Black was a World War 
II Veteran who supported American troops in 
the Pacific with the Royal Australian Air Force. 
In his retirement, he and his wife settled in 
Marin County, where they continued to visit 
new places, sail, and enjoy life and family. 

Born in 1926, Mr. Black developed an early 
love for travel and boating. His family spent 
summers in New Zealand, and at the age of 
10, took a 9-month trip around the world— 
which included a visit to the almost-completed 
Golden Gate Bridge. As a teenager, he wit-
nessed WWII firsthand when a Japanese sub-
marine fired torpedoes on American ships. 
When Mr. Black turned 18, he joined the 

Royal Australian Air Force to fight with the Al-
lied troops in the Pacific Theatre. 

Following the war, he worked as a purser 
on ships sailing throughout the South Pacific 
and Asia, serving his entire career with Burns 
Philip. In 1972, he married Joanne Holloway 
of Corte Madera. In 1982, they began spend-
ing half the year in Sydney and half in 
Tiburon, and later settled full-time in Marin 
County. There, Mr. Black was an active mem-
ber of the Tiburon Rotary Club, and was able 
to pursue his passion for sailing. 

Mr. Black will be remembered for his ex-
traordinary kindness, spirit of adventure, and 
love for his family. He is survived by his chil-
dren Liza and John, and his grandchildren 
Thomas, David and Claire. For his civic en-
gagement and service during WWII, it is ap-
propriate that we pay tribute to Charles Black 
today and express our deepest condolences 
to his surviving family and friends. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL 
DREW T. DOOLIN 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the service of Colonel 
Drew T. Doolin, of the Joint Improvised-Threat 
Defeat Agency, or JIDA, who will retire from 
the United States Marine Corps on July 1, 
2016, after 30 years of distinguished and faith-
ful service to our nation. Colonel Doolin signifi-
cantly contributed to the global fight against 
Improvised Explosive Devices during his final 
tour of duty as JIDA’s Chief of Staff. His direc-
tion and oversight were crucial in ensuring our 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines serving 
in harm’s way had the necessary capabilities 
and training to protect them from improvised 
threats. 

Colonel Doolin’s service has spanned a va-
riety of command and staff billets to include 
Chief of Staff and assistant Chief of Staff for 
Aviation Ground Support at Third Marine Air-
craft Wing; Commanding Officer, Marine Wing 
Support Group 37; Commanding Officer, Com-
bat Logistics Battalion 7 during two combat 
deployments to Iraq; Director, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Exercise Training Branch 
J–7; Director, Lifecycle Management Branch, 
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps; Director, 
Logistics Operations Team, Headquarters, 
U.S. Marine Corps; Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps’ Executive Research Fellow at the 
Brookings Institute; and Military Aide to Vice 
President Dick Cheney. 

Colonel Doolin’s decorations include the Le-
gion of Merit Medal with gold star in lieu of 
second award, Bronze Star Medal, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal with gold star in lieu 
of second award, the Meritorious Service 
Medal with two gold stars in lieu of third 
award, the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal with Gold Star in lieu of sec-
ond award, the Joint Staff Badge, and the 
Vice Presidential Service Badge. 

By his side throughout his successful career 
and arduous deployments have been 
Maribeth, his wonderful wife of 28 years, and 
their children Kendra, Ryan, Delayna and 
Caroline. Their love and support has aided 
and strengthened Colonel Doolin throughout 
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