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is a member of the New York State Library 
Association, American Library Association and 
Public Library Association. 

In 2005, budget cuts eliminated funding for 
the Williamsville Library, which had been a fix-
ture of the town for over 100 years. Ms. But-
ler-Smith, along with a few dedicated others, 
raised funds to enable the library to remain 
open. Afterward, the Williamsville Business 
Association’s Community Enhancement Com-
mittee founded the ‘‘Love Your Village; Love 
your Library’’ movement in support of the 
Williamsville Library. In 2012, the first annual 
gala fundraiser for the library was held. In the 
last five years, the event has grown enor-
mously, and has successfully raised thou-
sands of dollars for the Williamsville branch. 

As Amherst Library Director, Ms. Butler- 
Smith manages the use of this funding. Ms. 
Butler-Smith’s leadership has resulted in great 
accomplishments for the Williamsville library, 
including the ability for the library to remain 
open every Saturday throughout the year. 

Ms. Butler-Smith’s dedication to our commu-
nity is equaled only by her commitment to her 
family. With her husband of 25 years, Gordie 
Smith, they have raised three children: Ryan, 
Conner, and Colleen. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor the work of Mrs. Rose-
anne Butler-Smith. I ask that my colleagues 
join me in expressing thanks for her admirable 
work for Western New York. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2016 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
AND OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES 
OF HENRICO, VIRGINIA FOR 
HOSTING THE FIRST ANNUAL 
HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE REC-
OGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. DAVE BRAT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 39 Henrico County, Virginia area 
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the 
United States Armed Forces after graduation. 
These students have excelled in their aca-
demic and extracurricular activities, and I offer 
my sincere congratulations for their selfless-
ness and courageous decision to serve their 
country upon their high school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Armed Forces. 

Anderson, Darius; Burch, Jayvon; Byron, 
Charles; Carter, Samuel; Castro, Juan; 
Christiani, Josiah; Clune, Thomas; Collins, Mi-
chael; Dickerson, Caralos; Englehart, Austin; 
Feggins, Roman; Ferguson, Kobe; Goodwin, 
Deberry; Gootee, Nabeel; Grammer, Cam-
eron; Hairiston, Bronzel; Hall, Charles; Hop-
per, Cameron; James, Donavan; Johnson, 
Dustin; Kelly, Terrell; Kern, Joshua; Lane, 
Desmond; Lopez, Arnulfo; Lumpkin, Eric; 
Marks, Preston; Martin, Kolton; Mayer, Ryan; 
Miller, Dion; Morin, Kobe; Peatross, Jahmal; 

Porter, John; Scheerer, Grayson; Stanley, 
Markus; Testroet, David; Tyler, Gavin; Warren, 
Nyquan; Whiteside, Henry; and Williams, Mi-
chael. 

These students will be honored by the 
Henrico Chapter of Our Community Salutes at 
their Annual Military Enlisted Recognition 
Ceremony on Tuesday, May 10 at Hermitage 
High School in Henrico, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JEFF GRANT 
ON WINNING A GOLDEN APPLE 
AWARD 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
congratulate Mr. Jeff Grant on winning a Gold-
en Apple award. 

Jeff Grant, A.P. biology, anatomy and physi-
ology teacher at Downers Grove North High 
School, was awarded with a 2016 Golden 
Apple Award for Excellence in Teaching. The 
Golden Apple is awarded to only twelve high 
school teachers in Illinois and is a testament 
to Jeff’s commitment to enriching the lives of 
our nation’s students. 

Jeff, a Downers Grove North grad himself, 
has invested his time and energy into con-
necting students with science, experts from 
the field, and real hands-on research. His 
classroom is filled with pictures of Nobel Prize 
winners and astronauts, many of which have 
written to his class and sent personal mes-
sages to students after Jeff reached out to 
them. Downers Grove North principal Scott 
Kasik described him saying, ‘‘He’s always 
searching for ways to connect kids with 
science, to make science real, to get them ex-
cited about the wonder of science. Jeff is a 
self-described science geek, but I think he’s 
made being a science geek a really cool thing 
to be.’’ 

We as a nation benefit greatly from teachers 
like Jeff, who dedicate themselves to the pur-
suit of academic excellence among our stu-
dents today. 

Mr. Speaker and my distinguished col-
leagues in the House, please join me in con-
gratulating Jeff Grant on receiving a Golden 
Apple award. 

f 

AN AMERICAN WITH A FELONY 
CHARGE IS STILL AN AMERICAN 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today on this Restoration Tuesday, I rise to 
acknowledge the continued voter suppression 
around the country during this election year 

and the ongoing battle for protection of the 
constitutional right to vote. 

Across the country, voting polls have been 
shut down and voters have been shut out. 
New voter ID laws have been passed and eli-
gible voters have been passed up. The Amer-
ican people want to vote. With so many new 
state laws that have made it harder for voters 
to get to the polls, we must take a hard look 
around and ask the question—why don’t we 
want people to vote? Why make voting for eli-
gible voters harder and not easier? The lead-
ers in Congress need to have an answer to 
this question. Suppression of the right to vote 
is especially un-democratic and ultimately un- 
American. 

Not only are voting rights being attacked 
through its process, but there are Americans 
in this country that have been targeted as 
well. A felony charge does not automatically 
make someone any less American. Why then, 
should Americans who have served their time 
be removed from the democratic process? 
Just last month, Governor McAuliffe of Virginia 
had a response to this question; and his ac-
tion made a clear statement—former felons 
are still Americans and they still have rights. 
Faced now with not only severe scrutiny but a 
lawsuit as well, Governor McAuliffe boldly did 
what he believes to be constitutional, demo-
cratic and right when he restored the voting 
rights of all Virginians with a prior felony con-
viction who fully served their time and have 
been released from supervised probation or 
parole. 

The state of Virginia is not alone. On March 
10 of this year, Maryland also restored the 
right to vote for an estimated 40,000 individ-
uals with past felony convictions. On that date, 
Maryland joined 13 other states as well as the 
District of Columbia in putting a stop to this 
continued disenfranchisement that plagues the 
majority of states in the country, including Ala-
bama. We may be faced with great opposition, 
but fear of a fight is not an excuse to run 
away from doing what is right. 

I don’t have to remind anyone that this is an 
election year. But when I look around and see 
the ongoing suppression of the right to vote, I 
feel obligated to remind us all of what is at 
stake in this election. Every vote counts. Ev-
eryone who calls the USA their home will have 
to deal with the consequences of this election. 
Americans who are convicted felons will have 
to deal with the consequences. They should 
not have to deal with these consequences in 
silence. They too have a voice and they too 
must be heard. 

Voting rights need protection and eligible 
voters need proponents of the Constitution 
and the democratic process to fight for them— 
to fight for their rights. The suppression needs 
to stop, the oppression needs to stop and the 
excuses need to stop. There is too much at 
stake this election year and Congress needs 
to stand up and do something about it now. 

On this Restoration Tuesday, I give us all 
the charge to battle against the continued sup-
pression of the American vote and stand 
strong by our principles of democracy, liberty 
and justice for all. 

Mr. Speaker, my Republican colleagues 
should join the 168 Members of Congress and 
support H.R. 2867—the Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act of 2015. Let’s restore the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965. It is the right thing to 
do. 
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HONORING NELS JOHNSON 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Nels Johnson of Fairfax, California, 
for more than 40 years of outstanding report-
ing at the Marin Independent Journal (IJ), the 
largest daily newspaper in Marin County. Mr. 
Johnson’s columns and articles have sparked 
conversations and changed policies in our 
community for decades, and his presence in 
the paper will be sorely missed. 

A graduate of Rutgers University in New 
Jersey, Mr. Johnson initially came to California 
in a Volkswagen van on a cross-country road 
trip in the early 1970s. After working briefly at 
a weekly paper in Tiburon, he joined the IJ as 
a reporter in May of 1972, where he continued 
to work through his retirement on April 28 of 
this year. 

Mr. Johnson’s encyclopedic knowledge of 
Marin County and its government is unparal-
leled. During his tenure, he covered some of 
the largest stories in the North Bay. From the 
Trailside Killer to the Mount Vision Fire to 
monitoring Supervisors’ expense accounts, Mr. 
Johnson was at the forefront of the news he 
covered—and once, famously, became part of 
the story himself. When an elderly couple in 
Inverness disappeared in 1994, his reporting 
led investigators to find the truck in nearby 
Lake Nicasio. 

Throughout my years as a California State 
Assemblyman and now as Member of Con-
gress, I always found his coverage to be 
tough, fearless, and fair. He often used his 
voice to empower the voiceless, particularly in 
elevating threats facing local fisheries and 
fishers. I appreciate the unbridled passion for 
journalism Mr. Johnson brought to the Marin 
IJ, and his honest approach to both big and 
small stories. 

I know I am not the only one of his readers 
who will miss Mr. Johnson’s dogged reporting, 
insight into local news and issues, and, of 
course, his column on fishing. Mr. Speaker, it 
is therefore fitting that we honor and thank 
Nels Johnson for his immeasurable contribu-
tions to civic life in Marin County and Cali-
fornia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEBORAH HABES AS 
SHE IS HONORED BY THE AM-
HERST WOMEN’S INTERCLUB 
COUNCIL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Deborah Habes for her honor-
able service and dedication to our community 
on the occasion of the Kentucky Derby Lunch-
eon at the Buffalo Niagara Heritage Village, 
hosted by the Amherst Women’s Interclub 
Council. 

A resident of the Village of Williamsville 
since 1977, Ms. Habes has been the corner-
stone to her community for several years. She 
has been the Village of Williamsville Deputy 
Clerk since 2001, and previously occupied the 

role of Village Building Department Clerk from 
1991 to 2001. 

In addition to her official duties, Ms. Habes 
volunteers extensively. She is a member of 
the Williamsville Business Association (WBA) 
on the Board of Directors. Currently she is 
Chair of the WBA Community Enhancement 
Committee, Chair of the ‘Love Your Village, 
Love Your Library Mad Hatter Returns!’ Fund-
raiser Gala since 2012, volunteer member of 
the Village Beautification Committee since 
1990, and Volunteer Chair of the Village of 
Williamsville Garden Walk since 2010, and 
Volunteer Chair of the annual Village/WBA 
Main Street in Bloom Project. As a village resi-
dent, village volunteer and a village employee, 
she aids in this committee’s mission to bring 
together Village residents, businesses and the 
Village government as a unified community 
force. 

In 2005, drastic budget cuts eliminated the 
branch from county funding. After the great, 
and much appreciated efforts of other dedi-
cated community members enough funds 
were raised to allow the library to remain 
open, but with very limited hours. Under Ms. 
Habes’ leadership the committee picked up 
the reins, and continued to support this library 
by starting the ‘Love Your Village; Love Your 
Library’ movement and presented the inau-
gural Gala Fundraiser inside the Williamsville 
Library in February 2012. They have now 
celebrated 5 years of increasing success for 
this now signature Village-centric event, and 
the Committee is happy to report that through 
a combined effort, thousands of dollars have 
been raised in the last 5 years solely for the 
support of the Williamsville Branch. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor the work of Mrs. Debo-
rah Habes. I ask that my colleagues join me 
in expressing our thanks for her admirable 
work to better the Village of Williamsville. 

f 

HONORING THE NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2016 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
deep respect and admiration that I rise to 
commend numerous exceptional leaders from 
Indiana who were honored as the Northwest 
Indiana Business and Industry Hall of Fame’s 
Class of 2016. While there were many deserv-
ing nominees, the individuals selected as this 
year’s inductees include: Greg Ludkovsky, 
Frank Schilling, Harley Snyder, JoAnn Birdzell, 
Urschel Laboratories, Incorporated, and State 
Senator Earline Rogers. For their many con-
tributions to the advancement of Northwest In-
diana, these honorees were recognized at a 
ceremony at the Radisson Hotel Celebrity 
Ballroom in Merrillville, Indiana, on Tuesday, 
May 10, 2016. 

Since 2007, Greg Ludkovsky has been vice 
president of global research and development 
at ArcelorMittal. He has been a driving force 
for global customer relations, which has 
changed ArcelorMittal from a materials sup-
plier to a solutions supplier. Greg works di-
rectly with automotive original equipment man-
ufacturers to develop one-of-a-kind steel. In 

addition, he has been a leader in engaging 
East Chicago school students by bringing 
them into the facility to teach them about the 
science and technology that takes place at 
ArcelorMittal each day. 

Frank Schilling is the president of Schilling 
Home Improvement Center. Schilling Home 
Improvement Center has been very successful 
and currently serves more than 400 contrac-
tors. In addition, Schilling Development cur-
rently has 1,000 lots ready for housing devel-
opment in Northwest Indiana. Frank and his 
wife, Shirley, have put much time and effort 
into building the Shrine of Christ’s Passion, lo-
cated in Saint John. This moving interactive 
prayer trail illustrates the last days of the life 
of Jesus Christ. Frank is very active in chari-
table organizations and is involved with the 
Women’s Crisis Center and the American 
Heart Association. 

Harley Snyder is a real estate and land de-
velopment executive and the president of 
HSC, Incorporated. He recently completed ten 
years as the governor’s founding appointee to 
the Northwest Indiana Regional Development 
Authority. In this position, he worked on the 
development of the Gary/Chicago International 
Airport, as well as the expansion and improve-
ment of the South Shore commuter rail line. 
Throughout his truly impressive career, Harley 
has helped to develop some 3,000 homes in 
Lake and Porter Counties. In 1976, he be-
came the first chairman of the Realtor’s Equal 
Opportunity Committee, which created the first 
non-discrimination agreement. This helped to 
ensure that people of any race or religion 
could own a home. In addition, Harley has 
served on the board of Valparaiso University 
for twenty years, is a member of the Porter 
County Community Foundation, and was the 
first chairman of the Northwest Indiana Forum. 

JoAnn Birdzell is the chief executive officer 
(CEO) for Saint Catherine Hospital in East 
Chicago. JoAnn has been a leader in 
healthcare administration for many years. In 
1995, she was named senior vice president of 
operations for Ancilla Systems, where she 
oversaw seven hospitals throughout Indiana 
and Illinois. In 2001, she assisted in the merg-
er of Saint Catherine Hospital and Saint Mary 
Medical Center with the Community 
Healthcare System. As CEO of Saint Cath-
erine Hospital, JoAnn leads through modern 
management techniques and follows the hos-
pital’s mission to serve all in need of medical 
care. In addition, she is a member of the Indi-
ana Hospital Association Board, has helped to 
promote Medicaid expansion in Indiana, and 
assisted in the founding of the Nazareth Home 
in East Chicago. 

The recipient of the Enterprise of the Year 
Award is Urschel Laboratories, Incorporated. 
For over 100 years, Urschel Laboratories has 
been known for its innovation, excellent cus-
tomer service, and generosity. Recently, the 
company completed construction of its new 
$80 million facility. In March of this year, the 
Urschel family sold the company to its employ-
ees in order to ensure a secure retirement for 
each of them. In addition, the Urschel family 
has given much of its time, effort, and con-
tributions throughout the years to the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Porter County, the 
Valparaiso Family YMCA, and the William E. 
Urschel Pavilion ice rink in Valparaiso. 

The recipient of the Partners in Progress 
Award and the keynote speaker for the event 
is the Honorable Earline Rogers, Indiana State 
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