E622

she researched legislative efforts to end na-
tional origins and race-based immigrant ad-
missions to the United States, all of which cul-
minated in the Immigration Act of 1965. During
her time as a Kluge Fellow, Dr. Wasem was
awarded the Abba P. Schwartz Research Fel-
lowship, which is administered by the John F.
Kennedy Library Foundation, to further her re-
search in this area.

During her 29 years at CRS, and her 2
years of previous federal service, Dr. Wasem
won the respect and admiration of her col-
leagues. Her steadfast dedication to serve
Congress and her commitment to the highest
standards of analytic, unbiased and timely re-
sponse to Congressional requests for informa-
tion and analysis have made a positive and
lasting contribution to the Congressional policy
discourse.

TRIBUTE TO DR. EARL “MARTY"
MARTIN
HON. DAVID YOUNG

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 28, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Dr. Earl
“Marty” Martin, as he is inaugurated today
April 28, 2016, as the 13th President of lowa’s
largest private university, Drake University in
Des Moines.

Dr. Martin began his presidency on July 1,
2015. A fourth-generation attorney, Dr. Martin
served for eight years in the U.S. Air Force as
a legal officer, honing his leadership and ana-
lytic skills. Later, he joined the Texas Wes-
leyan School of Law faculty as a visiting pro-
fessor and eventually became Associate Dean
of the institution. Most recently, Dr. Martin
served as Executive Vice President of Gon-
zaga University in Spokane, Washington.

His leadership philosophy is well-docu-
mented and so is his drive and focus to
strengthen Drake University, its Drake neigh-
borhood and emphasizing Drake University’s
standing as one of the nation’s top 100 best
values of private colleges.

Dr. Martin stated his greatest challenge as
the new President, “I am never going to be
wise enough. Wisdom is that combination of
knowing the facts are occurring and being
able to assess the choices. | always want to
get better.” Under his leadership, Drake Uni-
versity is continuing to grow and flourish.

Mr. Speaker, as a graduate and proud
alumnus of Drake University, | am honored to
represent Dr. Martin and Drake University in
the United States Congress. | invite my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Dr.
Martin on his inauguration and wishing him
nothing but continued success.

STAR ROSAS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 28, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Star Rosas for

receiving the Adams County Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Award.
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Star Rosas is a 12th grader at Westminster
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Star Rosas
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Star
Rosas for winning the Adams County Mayors
and Commissioners Youth Award. | have no
doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and
character in all of her future accomplishments.

AMERICA’S HBCUS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | join my
colleagues in the Congressional Black Caucus
to celebrate and recognize the importance of
educational opportunities that HBCU institu-
tions create for thousands of young men and
women from all walks of life.

As a member of the Bipartisan Congres-
sional HBCU Caucus which promotes and pro-
tects the interest of HBCUs by:

creating a national dialogue,

educating Members of Congress and their
staffs about the issues impacting HBCUs,

drafting meaningful bipartisan legislation to
address the needs of HBCUs, and

supporting students and graduates of
HBCUs by increasing access and career op-
portunities.

As Ranking Member of the House Judiciary
Committee’s Subcommittee on Crime, Ter-
rorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations,
| am particularly concerned about the events
of the last few weeks and months that high-
light a national problem that involves the
health and wellbeing of young African Amer-
ican boys and young men.

One important solution must be access to
affordable quality education for every person
in this nation.

| am proud to count Texas Southern Univer-
sity, as a constituent, a great HBCU—located
in my home city of Houston.

| routinely partner with Texas Southern Uni-
versity to promote education opportunities and
collaborate on community projects routinely.

| led the initiative to get Financial Aid Relief
for the students and campus of Texas South-
ern University in the amount of $13 plus mil-
lion dollars.

| continue to keep the university community
informed about major issues impacting citizens
of the city of Houston, state of Texas.

Issues like Health Care, Economic Develop-
ment, Education, and Social Security are of
great importance to TSU academic programs.

| initiated the digitization projects for former
U.S. Members of Congress Barbara Jordan
and Mickey Leland who both have permanent
archives at Texas Southern University.

| helped establish the Barbara Jordan Me-
dallion to be awarded each year at a cere-
mony held at Texas Southern University to an
individual who advocates for the community.

| also assisted with the establishment of
several scholarship Endowments at Texas
Southern University.
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| created a partnership with Comcast at
TSU’s School of Communication, which offers
scholarships, internships and in-kind mar-
keting.

| established the Center for Transportation,
Training and Research in TSU’s College of
Science, Engineering, and Technology.

On September 14, 1927, the Houston Public
School Board agreed to fund the development
of two junior colleges: one for whites and one
for African-Americans.

On September 14, 1927, the Houston Public
School Board provided $2,800 in seed capital
to form a Junior College for African American
students.

The initial enrollment for the first summer
was 300 students.

On June 1, 1951, the name of the school
was changed from Texas State University for
Negroes to Texas Southern University after
students petitioned the state legislature to re-
move the phrase “for Negroes.”

When the university opened its doors in
September 1947, it had 2,300 students, two
schools, one division and one college—the
Law School, the Pharmacy School, the Voca-
tional Division, and the College of Arts and
Sciences.

In 1973, the 63rd Legislature designated
Texas Southern University as a “special pur-
pose” institution for urban programming, which
added four more academic units:

the College of Education,

the School of Public Affairs,

the School of Communications and

the Weekend College.

Today, Texas Southern University offers
bachelor’s, master's and doctoral degree pro-
grams in the following academic colleges and
schools:

the College of Liberal Arts and Behavioral
Sciences;

the College of
Sciences;

the College of Science and Technology;

the College of Education;

the Barbara Jordan-Mickey Leland School of
Public Affairs; the School of Communication;

the Thurgood Marshall School of Law;

the Jesse H. Jones School of Business;

the Thomas Freeman Honors College; and

the College of Continuing Education and the
Graduate School.

Currently, Texas Southern University is
staffed by approximately 1,000 faculty mem-
bers and support personnel.

HBCU’s have come a long way to be where
they are today.

The most significant milestone for HBCU’s
was the 1954 Supreme Court decision in
Brown v. The Board of Education.

Howard University School of Law graduates
successfully argued against the constitu-
tionality of “separate but equal,” opening the
door for greater access to resources for insti-
tutions dedicated to education was a critical
step forward.

However, it was not until the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, that the federal gov-
ernment had the capacity and focus to enforce
desegregation.

Two years ago in our nation’s Capital—
Washington DC—we celebrated the 50th Anni-
versary of Rev. Martin Luther King's “I have a
Dream” speech given at the steps of the Lin-
coln Memorial.

In that speech Dr. King spoke of a world
where race would mean much less than the
content of a person’s character.
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Martin Luther King said, “The function of
education is to teach one to think intensively
and to think critically. Intelligence plus char-
acter—that is the goal of true education.”

HBCUs do not just educate—they build
character.

The Bipartisan Congressional HBCU Cau-
cus will create and explore legislation that will
increase support for HBCUs, such as the
Higher Education Act, America COMPETES,
and Appropriations.

The Bipartisan Congressional HBCU Cau-
cus will also work to connect HBCUs to fund-
ing opportunities that ensure schools have the
resources needed to educate and prepare stu-
dents for the global workforce.

My focus is to support and continue my
work with Texas Southern University and other
HBCUs by:

finding growth opportunities for HBCU stu-
dents and graduates;

working with private industry to connect stu-
dents to jobs, internships, and scholarships;
and

opening up doors to HBCU students inter-
ested in coming to Capitol Hill.

Each Congressional Black Caucus member
works to expose HBCU students to global ex-
periences to learn about other cultures.

My office worked to assist students in my
district in going on a trip to China—for many
it was their first travel outside of the state of
Texas.

That one experience transformed their
lives—by expanding their horizon from being
local to global.

———

JACOB FRESON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 28, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jacob Freson
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jacob Freson is a 12th grader at Arvada
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jacob
Freson is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jacob Freson for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.
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RECOGNIZING SOUTHWESTERN EN-
ERGY UPON RECEIVING THE EM-
PLOYERS EXCELLENCE AWARD
FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCIES AND
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVE-
MENTS

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 28, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to help recognize Southwestern Energy
(SWN) for receiving the Employers Excellence
Award for Energy Efficiencies and Environ-
mental Improvements from the Northeast
Pennsylvania Manufacturers and Employers
Association. This prestigious award is meant
to honor businesses in northeastern Pennsyl-
vania that have shown a commitment to pro-
viding energy-efficient solutions and environ-
mental conservation. By continuing to harness
domestic energy sources in the most efficient
manner possible, while also preserving the en-
vironment for future generations to enjoy,
SWN has provided my constituents with a su-
perior quality of life that permeates all aspects
of the community.

With over 80 years of experience in identi-
fying and extracting domestic natural gas
sources, SWN has helped lead the effort to-
ward energy independence. This leadership
and success continues to be dependent upon
the dedication to their employees and to the
communities in which they operate. North-
eastern Pennsylvania has benefited tremen-
dously from Southwestern Energy’s commit-
ment to environmentally conscious means of
extracting our state’s natural resources. | had
the opportunity to meet with community lead-
ers at the Tunkhannock, PA facility to witness
firsthand the regional investment and eco-
nomic impact of Southwestern Energy’s
projects in my district.

Launching their Energy Conserving Water
(ECH20) program in 2012, SWN pledged that
for each gallon of fresh water used in their op-
erations, they would replenish or offset an
equivalent amount through conservation and
innovation. In 2015, Southwestern Energy
made significant progress toward their goal of
achieving water neutrality in Pennsylvania.
With the completion of the Fall Brook Acid
Mine Drainage Treatment and Restoration
Project, SWN has improved the water quality
in the Susquehanna River throughout my dis-
trict.

Mr. Speaker, Southwestern Energy’s con-
tributions to energy security and natural re-
source conservation in my district and state
have been profound. Upon receiving the Em-
ployers Excellence Award for Energy Effi-
ciencies and Environmental Improvements
from the Northeast Pennsylvania Manufactur-
ers and Employers Association, Southwestern
Energy has affirmed their place among lead-
ers in our communities. | look forward to wit-
nessing the continued involvement of SWN in
my district and state, and am confident that
their contributions to my constituents will have
a lasting impact.

E623
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 28, 2016

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Num-
ber 172 on S. 1890, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent for personal reasons. Had
| been present, | would have voted Aye.

———

IN HONOR OF 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF ST. ILLUMINATOR ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CATHEDRAL

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2016

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the 100th
anniversary of St. llluminator Armenian Apos-
tolic Cathedral located in the district | rep-
resent in Manhattan, New York. It was the first
Armenian church established in New York
City.

After fleeing to the United States in the late
19th and early 20th century following the
Hamidian Massacres and Armenian Genocide
in the Ottoman Empire, the Armenians of New
York City did not have their own church to
worship in together. They held religious serv-
ices in various churches, most of which were
located in the neighborhood of the current ca-
thedral. Purchasing a church was initially pro-
posed in 1913. A successful fundraising effort
allowed construction to begin for what was
then known as the central cathedral of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church in 1915. The Cathe-
dral officially opened its doors in 1916, but pa-
rishioners celebrated the Cathedral’s centen-
nial throughout 2015 at the same time as the
centennial of the Armenian Genocide in Otto-
man Turkey in 1915.

For over a century, St. llluminator's Cathe-
dral has played a significant role in advocating
for Armenians in the U.S. and around the
world. Many Genocide survivors found their
refuge in the United States, entering the coun-
try through Ellis Island. St. llluminator came to
serve as shelter to many of them once they
arrived. Today, there remains a vibrant con-
gregation, inspiring their community through
faith and service.

| extend my congratulations to the pastor,
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian who has led the
church for 10 years, the Board of Trustees,
and all members and friends of St. llluminator,
and wish them many more years of success
and service to the Armenian American com-
munity.

| ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the anniversary of St. llluminator’s Ca-
thedral and its contributions to the Armenian
American residents of Manhattan, Queens and
Brooklyn as well as the larger Armenian Amer-
ican community in the United States.
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