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During the tough years of the Great Depres-
sion, Auto-Owners demonstrated its corporate
toughness and financial stability by paying all
claims promptly, daily, and in cash.

In 1940, the company moved into the gen-
eral causality insurance field, while also ex-
panding operations into Indiana and Ohio.
This growth was only the start, and over the
next several decades the company would
begin operations across the country.

Today, Auto-Owners operates in 26 states
throughout the United States and has opened
offices from Arizona to Virginia.

The company that originated with only five
associates in a one room office now employs
more than 4,500 associates and operates out
of an expansive complex. The combined pre-
mium of all companies exceeds $6 billion and
total assets exceed $20 billion, with more than
5 million policies in force for over 3 million pol-
icy holders.

Throughout the company’s history, Auto-
Owners has upheld a high reputation for ex-
cellence. The Fortune 500 Company has the
highest possible ratings from A.M. Best Com-
pany, A++ (Superior), and the Auto-Owners
Life Insurance Company is rated A+ (Supe-
rior).

| offer my best wishes to Auto-Owners In-
surance as they continue to maintain their rep-
utation of being the “No Problem” people.

HONORING MILITARY ENLISTEES
HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor 37 high school seniors in
Florida’s 22nd District who have decided to
enlist in the United States Armed Forces.

Of the 37 from my district, seven have
joined the Army; their names are the following:
Gabriel Reis, Tyler Risko, Dave Marshall,
Joan-Manuel Diaz Frias, Austin Budney, Mat-
thew Disarle, and Jeremy Gonzalez.

Thirteen have joined the Marines; their
names are the following: William Harding,
Jordy Dejesus Garcia, Gina Cornejo, Matthieu
Martelly, Moises Gonzalez Visoso, Antonio
Smith, Kesley Juste, Adrian Rendon, James
Ricer, Alexander Alvarez, Rolph Duplan, Ken-
neth Deangeles and Kaneisha Pinkney.

Two have joined the National Guard; their
names are the following: Connor Mcclure and
Merisanda Carstea.

Nine have joined the Navy; their names are
the following: Hannah Piecewicz, Robert
Maldonado, Connor Schmitt, Rosalyn Ovalle,
Jack Schwencke, Michael Jones, Jennifer
Janvier, Nicolas Cruz Velez, and Elsa Bello.

Five have joined the Air Force; their names
are the following: Nicholas Antonucci, Matthew
Core, Pedro Franco, Kacper Palej, and Josh-
ua Marquez.

One has joined the Coast Guard; his name
is Marcus Tauber.

It is in thanks to the dedication of patriots
like these that we are able to meet here today,
in the United States House of Representa-
tives, and openly debate the best solutions to
the diverse issues that confront our country.
On behalf of myself and all of my constituents
in Florida’s 22nd District, thank you for your
service and best of luck as you pursue this
challenging endeavor.
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INTRODUCING THE HADIYA PEN-
DLETON AND NYASIA PRYEAR-
YARD GUN TRAFFICKING &
CRIME PREVENTION ACT OF 2016

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly introduce The Hadiya Pendleton and
Nyasia Pryear-Yard Gun Trafficking & Crime
Prevention Act of 2016, the House companion
legislation to Senator KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND’s bill
in the Senate.

This legislation would establish gun traf-
ficking as a federal crime. Specifically, it in-
creases the penalties for those directly in-
volved in the illegal movement of guns across
state lines, those who organize the gun ftraf-
ficking rings and those who conspire to traffic
guns.

Additionally, this legislation enforces gun
trafficking as a federal crime punishable of up
to twenty years in prison and up to $250,000
in fines under Title 18. This legislation tackles
firearm ftrafficking at each stage by also in-
creasing the penalties for all personnel in-
volved in the illegal movement of guns, includ-
ing those who participate in trafficking rings
and those who conspire to traffic guns.

Only 1 out of 10 guns used in a crime is
wielded by the original purchaser and 1 in 3
guns used in criminal acts cross state lines.
Ninety percent of guns found at crime scenes
in New York City were originally purchased
out of state and illegally brought to the city.
Unfortunately, current crime laws are arbitrary:
the act of selling guns without the necessary
federal license carries the same punishment
as trafficking chickens and cows across state
lines. This critical legislation would not only
make gun trafficking a federal crime, but it will
also provide tools to law enforcement to get il-
legal guns off the streets, away from criminal
networks and street gangs, and prosecute
those who traffic firearms.

The bill was named after Hadiya Pendleton
and Nyasia Pryear-Yard—two high school stu-
dents who were killed in recent years. In both
cases, the individuals were killed by people
that were in illegal possession of a firearm.
Hadiya Pendleton was killed in Chicago, when
shots were fired into a crowd of people. The
shots were intended for members of the
shooter’s rival gang. Nyasia Pryear was killed
in Brooklyn, while with friends. Witnesses said
the shooting was gang related.

The Hadiya Pendleton and Nyasia Pryear-
Yard Gun Trafficking & Crime Prevention Act
of 2016 is common sense legislation that
should be supported by all Members of the
House. | ask my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring this legislation.

——————

HONORING 33 PALM BEACH
COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of 33 high school seniors from Palm
Beach County who plan to enlist in the military
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after graduation this spring. Their maturity and
courage are a testament to their dedication to
our country.

| am proud to represent a Congressional
District that is home to veterans of every
major conflict since World War Il. | feel tre-
mendous gratitude to these men and women
in the armed services, veterans, and their fam-
ilies. My father, the late Bernard Deutch, vol-
unteered to fight in World War Il as a teenager
where he earned a Purple Heart at the Battle
of the Bulge. It was his example of service to
our nation that motivated me to serve in Con-
gress.

Congratulations to Roberto Montoya Bravo,
Franchesco Garcia, Stephen Gordon, Alex-
Lamar Stone, Niko Notare, Cristian Mccusker,
David Coleman, Manolo Vallejo, Jonathan
Burrage, Garianne Baucicaut, Jessica Hole,
Susana Hoyos Cuervo, Isaiah Ortiz, Carlos
Avila, Rafael Mitre, Uriel Najera Merino, Har-
rison Magyarosi, Enriqgue Cadiz, Kaiden
Parker Bolley, Daniel Machado, Jordan Nor-
wood, Neslendy Delice, Joshua White, Mi-
chael Rosa, Marek Gawel, Joshua Richard-
son, Nicholas Cutter, Lamar Butler Jr, Robert
Del Carpio, Logan Peluso, Christopher
Coronel, Sabrina Kutenits, and Camilo
Rosado. | am pleased to honor them and |
thank them for their future service.

RECOGNIZING RICHARD  “DICK”
AND ANNETTE GARIN WARREN
ON THEIR PASSING

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to recognize Dick and Annette Warren of
Hayward on the occasion of their passing
away on March 23 and February 20, 2016, at
the ages of 89 and 86, respectively.

After serving in the Army during World War
Il 'and graduating from Cal, Dick joined his fa-
ther's company, Warren Transportation, later
becoming the company’s president until his re-
tirement.

Dick was dedicated to the Hayward commu-
nity where he lived, learning the value of giv-
ing back from his parents. He was a member
and president of the Hayward Rotary Club, re-
ceiving a Paul Harris Fellowship for his con-
tributions. Dick was also a member of organi-
zations like the Hayward Area Historical Soci-
ety, the California Trucking Association, and
Rowell Ranch Board of Directors, among
many others.

Annette, an alumna of the year from Holy
Names High School in Oakland and a grad-
uate of the San Francisco College for Women
Lone Mountain, served as a teacher at Sher-
man Elementary in San Francisco. Annette
was a member of the All Saints Parish in Hay-
ward, hosting a Bible study class, the Order of
Malta, where she served on projects to help
the sick and the poor, and the St. Rose Hos-
pital Foundation.

Dick and Annette were married in 1956, ini-
tially living in Castro Valley. They later moved
to Hayward and raised their five sons, Guy,
Richard, Jr., Rex, Garin, and Rob. They loved
their family and friends, delighting in parties
and celebrations.

The Warrens’ commitment to the Hayward
community was truly extraordinary. | want to
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acknowledge them for their remarkable work
and pass along my condolences to their family
and friends.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, on April 26,
2016, | was unable to be present for votes.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yes”
on roll call no. 164, passage of H.R. 4820, the
Combating Terrorist Recruitment Act of 2016,
and “yes” on roll call no. 165, passage of H.R.
4096, the Investor Clarity and Bank Parity Act.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF TIFFANY
JOSLYN

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, as
Ranking Member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, | join with my colleagues, Chairman
BoB GOODLATTE of Virginia, Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and In-
vestigations Chairman F. JAMES SENSEN-
BRENNER, JR. of Wisconsin and Subcommittee
Ranking Member SHEILA JACKSON LEE of
Texas, in celebrating and recognizing the life
and accomplishments of Tiffany May Joslyn,
who sadly passed away on March 5, 2016.

A 2004 graduate of Clark University and a
2007 graduate of George Washington Univer-
sity Law School, Tiffany was a dedicated pub-
lic servant, highly-respected counsel to the
Committee, and beloved colleague.

Tiffany worked diligently and with distinction
for nearly seven years as an attorney for the
National Association of Criminal Defense Law-
yers (NACDL). As a co-author of numerous
studies and reports, she played a critical role
in the NACDL'’s efforts to fight for effective
representation of the accused.

After her work with the NACDL, Tiffany
joined the House Judiciary Committee Demo-
cratic staff as Deputy Chief Counsel of the
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland
Security, and Investigations in 2015. In her
time serving the Committee, Tiffany helped
Crime Subcommittee Ranking Member JACK-
SON LEE and other Committee Members make
historic advances in the cause of reforming
our broken criminal justice system.

She was dedicated to addressing youth jus-
tice issues, recognizing the need to value all
of our young people and allow them to grow
into adulthood without the burdens of the mis-
takes of their youth. Among her most promi-
nent accomplishments while working for the
Judiciary Committee are important bills such
as H.R. 3713, The Sentencing Reform Act;
H.R. 1854, The Comprehensive Justice and
Mental Health Act; H.R. 3406, the Second
Chance Reauthorization Act; and H.R. 759,
the Corrections and Recidivism Reduction Act
of 2016. She was also vital in assisting Rank-
ing Member JACKSON LEE draft several youth
justice bills: H.R. 3158, the Reforming Alter-
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natives to Incarceration and Sentencing to Es-
tablish A Better Path for Youth Act of 2015
(RAISE Act), H.R. 3156, The Fair Chance for
Youth Act of 2015, and H.R. 3155, The Effec-
tive and Humane Treatment of Youth Act of
2015.

Though her life was cut short by tragedy,
Tiffany had a profound and positive impact on
her community and our country. Today and al-
ways, we remember and appreciate her devo-
tion to public service, her drive to make our
nation more equal and fair, her wise and dedi-
cated counsel, and the friendships she devel-
oped with us and her colleagues.

We are grateful for the time we were able
to spend with Tiffany, and for her invaluable
work on the Committee. It is in her honor and
spirit that we continue the fight to reform our
criminal justice system.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Num-
ber 164 on H.R. 4820, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent for personal reasons. Had
| been present, | would have voted Aye.

——

ISRAEL THREATS
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the State
of Israel has always been threatened by na-
tions and terror groups that hate Israel simply
because it is a Jewish state. In recent years,
the threats to Israel have become even more
dangerous. Just this week, 16 people were
wounded in a bus bombing in Jerusalem.

The volatile civil war in Syria has allowed
the region to become a full-blown terrorist
haven which directly threatens Israeli security.
Al-Qaeda’s Syrian affiliate, the al Nusrah
Front, has literally straddled the Syrian-Israeli
border. ISIS, which is even more brutal than
al-Qaeda, controls large parts of Syria and
Iraqg, and it won’t be long before they turn their
sights on Israel. Lebanese Hezbollah, which is
also heavily imbedded in the Syrian civil war,
acts as Iran’s terrorist proxy. Iran has moved
advanced weapons systems into Lebanon, in-
cluding anti-ship cruise missiles, air defense
systems, and precision-guided surface-to-sur-
face missiles. That means Hezbollah has an
estimated 150,000 missiles sitting in their
stockpile. Equally concerning is that Hezbollah
is amassing valuable tactical experience while
fighting in this Syrian civil war that could be
used against Israel.

Compounding the terrorist threat in Israel is
the recent spate of Palestinian lone-wolf at-
tacks, which include stabbings, vehicle ram-
ming, and shootings. The latest wave of at-
tacks has killed 34 people and injured over
400. Among those killed were two American
citizens: Ezra Schwartz of Massachusetts and
Taylor Force from my home state of Texas.
These attacks are directly fueled by the hate-
ful incitement of the Palestinian Authority
which must be stymied.
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Meanwhile, down in Gaza, lIsraeli officials
now believe that Hamas has completely re-
plenished its rocket supply that Israel depleted
in 2014. Just recently lIsraeli officials an-
nounced the discovery of a new tunnel built by
Hamas into leading into Israel. The sole pur-
pose of these tunnels is to secure arms supply
lines and then strike at the heart of Israeli
population centers.

Aside from terrorism, the global Boycott, Di-
vestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement
has led an onslaught of de-legitimization cam-
paigns targeting Israel in recent years. Five
American scholarly associations have already
joined this cause citing what they refer to as
Israel's “violation of human rights.” Interest-
ingly, the organizations only boycott Israel and
not other countries with much worse human
rights records.

Israel must also deal with the fallout from
the Iran nuclear deal made by this Administra-
tion. Iran’s most recent ballistic missile test
launched missiles marked with the words
“Israel must be wiped off the earth.” Thanks
to this deal, it is only a matter of time before
the mullahs in Tehran develop a nuclear
weapon and aim it towards Israel. It's no won-
der why Israeli leaders call the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action a “bad deal” that
threatens Israel’s survival.

You would think that with all these threats
facing our ally Israel, the United States would
draw closer to its friend and help it protect
itself. But that has not happened. Despite
these threats, our relationship with Israel has
become strained under this Administration. We
must do more to repair our partnership and
protect our friends and allies in Israel from the
growing dangers that surround them. We must
recognize that the threats that confront Israel
also confront the United States. The same ter-
rorist groups that want to destroy Israel also
want to destroy the United States. The same
Iran that calls Israel the ‘little Satan’ also calls
the United States the ‘Great Satan’. We must
face these common threats together.

And that’s just the way it is.

ESSAY BY KANIKA DRAKSHARAM

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Kanika Draksharam attends Clements High
School in Sugar Land, Texas. The essay topic
is: Select an important event that has occurred
in the past year and explain how that event
has changed/shaped our country.
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