E604

their math and science skills, and enhance
their knowledge through seminars and work-
shops.

| congratulate these incredible students—
Jared Shulkin, Christopher Hermens, Jacob
Carbone, Saaketh Vedantam, and Jared
Lassner—on their success, and | thank their
coaches and teachers for their dedication to
molding young minds and shaping America’s
future thinkers and creators.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BADGE OF BRAV-
ERY PRESENTED TO COBB COUN-
TY HERO

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, it's not
every day that we get to recognize a true
hometown hero. Last month, | was given the
great honor of presenting the Congressional
Badge of Bravery to a very deserving hero.

Officer Tony Luong, of the DeKalb County
Police Department, and a resident of the 11th
Congressional District, puts on his uniform
each day, knowing the dangers he may face.
However, his commitment to serving his fellow
man is greater than the risk.

In December, 2014, during a home invasion
with two heavily armed suspects, Officer
Luong arrived on the scene, ready to do what-
ever it took to keep his community safe. The
two suspects ignored police orders and began
shooting at the law officers. The policemen
took cover and returned fire. As Officer Luong
attempted to detain one of the suspects, he
sustained a near fatal bullet wound to the leg,
just prior to the officers apprehending the sus-
pect and taking him into custody. While Officer
Luong was undergoing life-saving measures in
the hospital, the second suspect was captured
after a four-hour manhunt with the assistance
of surrounding police jurisdictions.

During this incident, Officer Luong showed
uncommon courage in the face of imminent
danger, protecting DeKalb County residents
against a violent home invasion. Even though
Officer Luong was shot in the line of duty, his
commitment to protecting innocent lives is un-
wavering. Today, Officer Luong continues to
serve on the DeKalb County Police force, and
I’'m proud to know such a brave officer, who
even in the midst of danger, does not cower
in fear, but courageously takes action to serve
and protect his fellow citizens.

CONGRATULATING ETHAN LYNN
SWEARENGIN ON RECEIVING THE
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA’S
EAGLE SCOUT RANK

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Ethan Lynn Swearengin, of Spring-
field, Missouri, on his recent achievement of
the Boy Scouts of America’s (BSA) top rank of
Eagle Scout.

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest rank
attainable in the Boy Scouts of America. It is
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the culmination of many years of hard work
and dedication, requiring countless hours of
service, training and learning. An extremely
exclusive honor, less than two percent of the
112 million scouts since the BSA’s founding in
1910 have achieved the Eagle Scout distinc-
tion.

Ethan’s promotion to Eagle Scout is even
more significant given that his brothers, Austin
and Logan, also achieved the Eagle Scout
rank. To have one Eagle Scout in a family is
remarkable, but to have three is beyond ex-
emplary. Ethan and his brothers’ achieve-
ments are a testament to their family’s rev-
erence for focus and commitment.

Mr. Speaker, by attaining the rank of Eagle
Scout, Ethan has set himself on the path to
achieve future success, and I'm proud to
count him among my constituents. His dedica-
tion in completing the required benchmarks
and community service requirements to reach
the Eagle Scout rank is indicative of his ability
to accomplish whatever goals he sets his mind
to. | wish Ethan luck with all his future endeav-
ors, and urge my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him on this momentous achieve-
ment.

IN HONOR OF PAUL MORIN
HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize the achievements of some of the
10th Congressional District’s bravest constitu-
ents. The Loudoun County Sheriffs Office held
their 2015 Awards and Recognition Ceremony
on Friday, February 19th to recognize the
daily services and sacrifices provided by our
local law enforcement. Selected from Amer-
ica’s finest, and nominated by their peers, the
following award serves as a testament to the
officer's unwavering courage and dedication to
protecting our community. The following indi-
vidual deserves the thanks of not only the
communities in which he serves, but also that
of his elected officials.

The Distinguished Training Officer Award
recognizes Deputy First Class Paul Morin who
consistently demonstrated superior perform-
ance in training others within his respective di-
vision. His work ensures that the community
will continue to be protected by some of the
most highly trained officers in the nation.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | ask my colleagues
to join me in thanking this member of the
Loudoun County Sheriff's Department for pro-
tecting and serving our community day-in and
day-out.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes on Tuesday, April 26, 2016. Had | been

present, | would have voted “nay” on roll call
votes 164 and 165.

April 27, 2016

TRIBUTE TO HELEN AND JOHN
REGAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate John and
Helen Regan of Braddyville, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 65th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on April 7, 1951.

John and Helen’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their children, John, Claudia,
and Cathy truly embodies lowa values. It is
lowans like the Regan’s that make me proud
to represent our great state.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 65th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
THE LOUDOUN VALLEY HIGH
SCHOOL STEM CLUB

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge a group of my constituents who
have proudly represented Loudoun Valley
High School—located in Purcellville, Virginia—
in Samsung’s Solve For Tomorrow STEM
Education competition. The team was led by
José Rodriguez and Erin Wissler, and won the
competition after being named one of the final
five national finalists. Members of the team in-
clude Gwen Eging, Morgan Freiberg, Summer
Harvey, Riley Herr, Carter Hunt, Jackson Ken-
nedy, Sean Lohr, Blake Messegee, Malcolm
Miller, Ethan Rodriguez, Riley Schnee,
Graeson Smith.

Samsung’s Solve For Tomorrow competition
is designed to give schools across the country
the opportunity to raise students’ interest in
science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) subjects by awarding their schools
with new technology products. It also encour-
ages some of America’s brightest high school
students to create their own applications and
further their interest in advancing modern
technology. | know that the experience of de-
veloping new technologies, and engaging in
friendly competition with their fellow students,
serves as a valuable learning tool.

The winning technology developed by the
Loudoun Valley High School team was a solar
powered safety alert system that allows stu-
dents and their families to contact the police if
they are in danger on the Washington & Old
Dominion Railroad Regional Park, which is a
45 mile paved trail that runs between
Shirlington and Purcellville, Virginia. These
students value our community’s safety and
wanted to create a more secure route for
those who enjoy this park.

In today’s world, it cannot be stressed
enough how important science, technology,
engineering, and math are for the future of our
nation. It is young STEM leaders, like these
constituents, who will continue to help the
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United States compete in the global economy.
| strongly encourage these students, and the
rest of my constituents, to continue exploring
and developing their talents.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding the 2016 Solve For Tomorrow
champions from Loudoun Valley High School
for their incredible achievement, and wish
them all the best in their future endeavors.

HONORING MS. PAM CHATMAN
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Ms. Pam Chatman.

For as long as Pam Chatman can remem-
ber, she’s been coming in first. She was the
first of 3 children born to parents in the heart
of the poverty-stricken Mississippi Delta. She
was the first of her siblings to graduate from
college. She was the first African American
Woman to steer a course through the chaos of
a broadcast news career to achieve the posi-
tion of News Director at WABG.

But little did Pam know in 2006, when she
became News Director, she was achieving yet
another first: Mississippi’s first-ever female Af-
rican-American News Director, an honor she
wears proudly.

Recently the Tru TV network chronicled
Pam’s seemingly unlikely journey from poverty
to power, which is its hit new reality series
“Breaking Greenville”. Pam’s starring role in
that show underscores her passion, not just
for her profession, but for the people who
work for her as anchors, reporters and pro-
ducers. Kids right out of college, who are hun-
gry to learn the ropes of an often cut-throat
career, find comfort in Pam’s approach to
leadership and management.

Pam was raised up in Shaw, Mississippi in
a small rural community outside of the city lim-
its called “Choctaw” a dirt-poor town of about
less than 2-thousand people that sits in the
heart of Bolivar County. Her grandmother,
Marie Fly, raised her, and while poverty pulled
at every corner of their lives, Pam relishes her
adolescent years, coming of age in the Deep
South. From its rich farming heritage, to its
lakes and rivers teeming with catfish, to its
red-clay hillsides that give a hint of color to an
otherwise difficult existence, the Mississippi
Delta to this day holds Pam’s heart.

Pam graduated from Shaw high school in
1988 and enrolled in Rust College, one of Mis-
sissippi’s oldest and most prestigious colleges
for African-Americans.

Pam pledged to Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Incorporated, the first inter-collegiate Greek-
letter sorority established for Black colleges.
Pam graduated from Rust College in 1994
with a degree in Broadcasting Mass Commu-
nication, and returned to the Delta, degree in
hand, with her heart set on making a dif-
ference close to home. She landed her first
television job at Greenville’s WXVT where she
worked as a Production Assistant and then
later moved to the Newsroom. She eventually
went to work for WXVT’s competitor, WABG,
where she worked her way up from Assign-
ment Manager to ultimately News Director, a
position she’s held for 10 years.
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Her notoriety as Mississippi’s first female Af-
rican-American News Director also convinced
the state legislators to dedicate a portion of
Highway 61 in her honor and to proclaim Jan-
uary 18th as Pam Chatman Day.

In addition to leading a winning news team,
Pam is a tireless community volunteer and ad-
vocate for teens and young women. She’s
also a motivational speaker, teaching women
of all ages to accept and appreciate their
uniqueness within the human race. She espe-
cially has a big heart for women who have
come from small rural communities and are
victims of abuse and drugs.

Yes, Pam Chatman is indeed a woman of
firsts: the first to volunteer when there’s a
need; the first to offer comfort when someone
is hurting; a first-class example of what a little
faith and a lot of love can accomplish.

Pam also has a Mentoring, Consulting and
Training Organization; the organization be-
lieves that every person you meet is a Dia-
mond in the Rough. The organization provides
workshops to educate and empower teens to
get an education; strive for success; and to let
no one define their dreams or destiny. The or-
ganization provides food and clothing to needy
families. Once a month Pam herself does ran-
dom acts of kindness where she pays for peo-
ple’s groceries or their utility bill. Yes, she is
a servant determined to impact everyone she
meets in life with a smile or an act of kind-
ness. The organization has a doll called the
PChat Doll that has a curriculum that comes
along with it to teach young girls to love the
skin they’re in as well to deter bullying. The
focus of the curriculum is Character Edu-
cation, Literacy and Parental Involvement.

Pam does consultant work for the Mis-
sissippi Department of Education Federal 21-
Century Program’s after school projects. In ad-
dition, Pam is also an entrepreneur. Pam has
a cosmetics and spa line to enhance women
of color and beauty called “Boss Lady
PChatman” which was developed to assist in
healing the totality of a woman from her inner
beauty to her outer beauty.

Pam loves to help women break the chain
of hurt and pain. So, she wrote a monologue
gospel play entitled “Lord Show Me How to
Heal My Scars”. The play allows women from
all walks of life to share their story through
testimonials and songs.

Pam is the daughter of Louise Henry and
the late Joseph Henry and has three siblings:
Joseph, Jr., lll; Evelyn and special niece
Karris Henry, which she is assisting her family
in raising.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing News Director,
Actor, Motivational Speaker, Author, Entre-
preneur, Philanthropist who has been instru-
mental in magnifying strides of America’s
black history.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
DOWNRIVER CAREER TECHNICAL
CONSORTIUM’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Downriver Career Technical
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Consortium on their 50th Anniversary. As a
Member of Congress, it is an honor and privi-
lege to recognize their commitment to pro-
viding first class career development and vo-
cational training to students from across our
community.

In 1965, the school districts of Flat Rock,
Gibraltar, and Grosse lle launched eight jointly
funded and supported vocational education
programs, beginning the efforts of working and
coordinating together these types of services
between school entities, to better leverage and
utilize resources among them. In the next few
years, more school districts joined the effort
including; Huron Schools, Airport Schools,
Woodhaven-Brownstown Schools, Riverview
Schools, Trenton Schools, Allen Park Schools
and Southgate Schools. In 1978, the then cur-
rent coalition of schools was approved as the
Downriver Area Vocational Cooperative and
was renamed the Downriver Career Technical
Consortium (DCTC) in 1991. This type of co-
operation and coordination is a hallmark of the
success our Downriver communities, where
leaders from across municipal, non-profit,
business and educational institutions, have
had in understanding the importance of work-
ing together to support and build our regional
economy.

Today, the DCTC provides vocational pro-
gramming in over 24 different career pathways
including building and construction trades, ac-
counting and finance, aviation, automotive
services, communications, hospitality, dental
occupations, and computer aided design, just
to name a few. Not only is it important for our
economy, but this type of vocational training is
instrumental to the futures of our students who
pursue these pathways. In an ever changing
global economic environment, programs such
as the DCTC allow our students and future
workforce to be trained for the jobs of the 21st
century and realize the American dream.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor the DCTC on their 50th Anni-
versary and to wish them many more years of
successful education and collaboration.

TRIBUTE TO KENT MUYSKENS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kent
Muyskens for being named Northwest lowa
STEM Teacher of the Year by the lowa Gov-
ernor's STEM Advisory Council.

Kent lives in Yale, lowa and teaches chem-
istry at Carroll High School. He was selected
because of nominations from colleagues that
praised him for his hard work and innovation
in the area of Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics. He worked with the
community, engaged students in the process
and used innovative instructional methods.
Kent was also praised for his work with
Project Lead the Way, taking students to a
NASA space shuttle competition and writing
new curriculum.

Mr. Speaker, Kent is an lowan who has
made his community and school district very
proud. He has worked hard and dedicated
himself to making STEM education a priority.
It is with great honor that | recognize him
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