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It was initially conceived with the idea of sim-
ply being a sports organization for youth fo-
cusing on baseball. The organization eventu-
ally ceased being active after the death of Mr. 
Hill in 1991. 

In the year 2000, Mr. Cedric Terry revived 
the organization because the youth in the 
community didn’t have many options for con-
structive activities and adult mentoring. He 
took on the task of recruiting children and par-
ent’s involvement. Mr. Terry was successful by 
getting 9 boys excited about playing baseball 
for the summer and competing. Their team 
would travel and they would be role models 
for other youth. Everyone had to pledge to 
abide by the rules, get good grades in school, 
and participate in an award ceremony at the 
end of the season. 

Mr. Terry’s vision was just what the youth in 
the community needed to take the Robert Hill 
Youth Foundation to the next level. It was just 
what Mr. Hill always wanted the organization 
to be. The organization grew and became a 
huge success serving over 10,000 boys and 
girls. The effort was so well received that it at-
tracted youth not just inside Charleston, but 
they came from miles outside the area. It now 
has extended its activities to include edu-
cation, recreation and arts for youth in the 
area. 

Through their education program they offer: 
Abstinence Education, After School Tutoring, 
and Fatherhood Preparation. Their recreation 
program offers: basketball, football, baseball 
and track. The arts program includes: praise 
dancing, dancing and acting classes. Since 
2000 through 2015 the organization has been 
responsible for helping over 500 boys and 
girls in the area attend and receive a college 
education. 

Their accolades are just as impressive. In 
fact, there are too many to name them all. A 
few of them include constructing the first park 
in Charleston in order to be home based for 
the youth. All they had to do was walk to the 
park and ‘‘Play ball!’’ Thanks to the Robert Hill 
Youth Foundation their work has reached all 
corners of youth life. In 2011 the Charleston 
High School Tigers Football Team won its 1st 
State Football Championship. Almost ninety 
percent of the players came from the Robert 
Hill Youth Foundation. In 2012 the Charleston 
High School Lady Tigers Basketball Team was 
the runner up in the Girls Basketball State 
Tournament. And over ninety-five percent of 
the girls played for the Robert Hill Youth Foun-
dation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today, in recognizing the Robert Hill Youth 
Foundation, an asset to Tallahatchie County in 
the Second Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi. 
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RECOGNIZING 2016 NATIONAL WOM-
EN’S HISTORY MONTH HONOREE 
SISTER MARY MADONNA ASH-
TON, CSJ 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Sister Mary Madonna Ashton, 
CSJ, who has earned the prominent distinction 
of being named a 2016 National Women’s 

History Month Honoree by the National Wom-
en’s History Project. This esteemed honor be-
fits a woman who has dedicated her life to 
being a leader, advocate and policy-maker in 
the quest for equal access to health care for 
all in Minnesota and throughout the United 
States. 

Raised as an Episcopalian, Sister Mary Ma-
donna converted to Catholicism while attend-
ing what is now Saint Catherine University in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. After graduating and 
receiving a Masters of Social Work, she be-
came a Sister of Saint Joseph of Carondelet, 
serving as a social worker at Saint Joseph’s 
Hospital then later as an administrator at Saint 
Mary’s Hospital after earning a second Mas-
ter’s degree. She was named President and 
CEO of Saint Mary’s Hospital and stayed in 
that role for twenty years until her retirement 
in 1982. 

Sister Mary Madonna’s first attempt at re-
tirement was short lived. In 1983, Governor 
Rudy Perpich appointed her as the State 
Commissioner of Health. The appointment of 
the first woman and first non-physician as 
Health Commissioner was controversial at 
first. However, Sister Mary Madonna quickly 
earned respect from critics and supporters 
alike, by effectively challenging the tobacco in-
dustry and leading the state response to the 
onset of the AIDS crisis. During her two terms 
as Commissioner, she made Minnesota a pio-
neer in efforts to combat tobacco use. Our 
state was among the first to outlaw smoking in 
places of employment, hospitals and res-
taurants, a monumental legal and public 
health victory that would start a national move-
ment. She also led the way in using state 
funding to combat underage smoking, ulti-
mately leading to the Minnesota Twins remov-
ing all tobacco advertisements from its sta-
dium and Northwest (now Delta) Airlines ban-
ning smoking on domestic flights. 

Since completing her appointment as Com-
missioner in 1991, Sister Mary Madonna has 
continued to serve those in need. She led the 
creation of Saint Mary’s Health Clinics in order 
to provide quality health care for those without 
insurance. The clinics continue today with the 
same mission and serve as a reminder that 
though we have made much progress in mak-
ing health care affordable and available to all, 
more work needs to be done. 

As a National Women’s History Month Hon-
oree, Sister Mary Madonna stands as one of 
16 notable women who exemplify the National 
Women’s History Project’s 2016 theme of 
‘‘Working to Form a More Perfect Union: Hon-
oring Women in Public Service and Govern-
ment.’’ Sister Mary Madonna and these other 
honorees join the company of such female 
trailblazers as Rosa Parks, Abigail Adams, El-
eanor Roosevelt and Billie Jean King. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Sister Mary Ma-
donna Ashton, CSJ of Saint Paul, Minnesota 
and all 16 Honorees for their commitment to 
public service and advocacy for others. These 
women stand as shining examples for all 
women and men for their dedication to the 
common good. 

HONORING CALLAWAY HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Callaway High School 
that is located at 601 Beasley Road in Jack-
son, Mississippi. Callaway is one of seven 
high schools in the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict, the largest school district in the state of 
Mississippi. 

Built in 1966, Callaway was named after the 
late Robert M. Callaway, a Lafayette County 
native. He began his career teaching Choctaw 
Indians in the mountains of McCurtain County, 
Oklahoma. Before assuming duties as prin-
cipal of Liberty Grove School, later H.V. Wat-
kins Elementary in Jackson, he taught at Dar-
ling in Quitman County and Pocahontas in 
Hinds County. He was principal at Watkins 
from 1936–1956. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Callaway High School. 
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HONORING MARY LOU HOFFMAN 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Mary Lou Hoffman for 
her 53 years of outstanding service to the 
educational community. Mary Lou announced 
that she will be retiring on July 1, 2016 from 
St. Anthony School in Manteca, California. 

Graduating from California State University 
Chico, Mary Lou had found her passion in 
education and pursued a profession as a 
teacher. After college, she spent two years at 
Annunciation School in Stockton, where she 
began her lifelong career. For twelve years, 
she was a teacher at local public schools. 

In 2005, Mary Lou became Principal of St. 
Anthony School, Diocese of Stockton. As the 
Principal, she made a tremendous impact on 
the students, families and faculty. The Pastor, 
Patrick Walker fondly stated, ‘‘Our principal, 
Mary Lou Hoffman, has made significant 
strides to make St. Anthony’s school better in 
the past decade.’’ 

Through her many years of dedicated serv-
ice, Mary Lou has touched the lives of thou-
sands of children. She is not only an excep-
tional role model but provides a positive insti-
tution of learning to her students. Mary Lou’s 
heart has deeply resided in education and her 
great accomplishments have demonstrated 
her tremendous impact. 

Mary Lou loved her profession, but she is 
looking forward to spending time with her hus-
band, three children, six grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
recognizing Principal Mary Lou Hoffman for 
her many years of service and outstanding 
contributions to the lives of her students, 
peers, and our community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LENOX 

HILL DEMOCRATIC CLUB 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the Lenox 
Hill Democratic Club (LHDC) on the occasion 
of its 60th Anniversary Annual Fundraiser and 
Dinner with special guest General David H. 
Petraeus, ret. LHDC has been committed to 
increasing citizen participation in the political 
process in the Yorkville neighborhood of Man-
hattan’s East Side. 

LHDC was founded in 1956 as part of the 
Democratic Reform Movement that sought to 
challenge the power of Tammany Hall’s 
Democratic Machine in New York City. Since 
that time, LHDC has remained committed to 
empowering citizens to become better in-
formed about the policy issues which affect 
them. LHDC has also often organized can-
didate forums so that citizens have a chance 
to hear from the candidates and raise their 
concerns and policy priorities. Lenox Hill also 
regularly invites current elected officials to 
speak with their members. 

Currently, LHDC represents Part A of the 
76th Assembly District which includes Manhat-
tan’s Yorkville neighborhood as well as parts 
of Sutton Place and Roosevelt Island. LHDC 
is made up of a vibrant and diverse group of 
New Yorkers who share a common commit-
ment to civic engagement and progressive 
ideals. LHDC has truly been a force in effect-
ing progressive change in Manhattan. 

LHDC and its members are actively en-
gaged in ever aspect of the political process. 
From providing volunteers for campaign phone 
banks and street campaigning to collecting the 
petition signatures required under State law 
for a candidate’s name to appear on the bal-
lot, LHDC serves an essential role in the 
democratic process in New York City. 

For 60 years, LHDC has been an important 
part of the political landscape on Manhattan’s 
East Side. LHDC’s proud tradition is thriving 
under the stewardship of current President 
Bob Menna, District Leaders Hon. John 
Halebian and Hon. Jill Eisner, and State Com-
mitteewoman Hon. Ruth Halberg. These dedi-
cated civic leaders work tirelessly to ensure 
that LHDC continues to play a significant role 
in Manhattan politics. 

LHDC’s special guest, Four Star General 
David H. Petraeus, is a graduate of the United 
States Military Academy at West Point and 
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs. Gen. Petraeus 
served in the United States Army for 37 years 
during which time he oversaw the United 
States Central Command and the International 
Security Assistance Force Afghanistan among 
numerous other command postings. Following 
his active military service, Gen. Petraeus was 
nominated by President Barack Obama and 
unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate to 
serve as the Director of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. In 2013, he joined the invest-
ment firm KKR where he is the Chairman of 
the KKR Global Institute. Gen. Petraeus 
teaches at the City University of New York 
Macaulay Honors College, University of South-
ern California, and at Harvard University’s 
Belfer Center. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the history and accomplish-
ments of the Lenox Hill Democratic Club. For 
sixty years, its members have worked hard to 
effect the change they would like to see in 
their neighborhood, City, and Nation. 
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HONORING WILLIE RENE LEFLORE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Ms. Willie Rene Leflore. 

Ms. Leflore is a lifetime resident of Sun-
flower County, Mississippi. 

Ms. Leflore is a soldier encouraging others 
to sign up and be counted. In her words, 
‘‘Gone are the days of nurturing, chopping, 
hoeing, hauling water pails, getting up early, 
catching Bill Henderson’s bus, etcetera, to 
work from sun up to sun down for $3.15 
daily’’. 

Growing up, Ms. Leflore wanted to be free 
to enter the front doors of Labella Restaurant 
and ride at the front of the Greyhound bus. 
So, Ms. Leflore took a stand, and marched be-
side Cora Stone Johnson, Nelson Dotson, 
John Richardson, Lene and others for her civil 
rights. 

Ms. Leflore is a soldier for what is right. She 
believes in receiving the same privileges and 
rights as other races. She believes that all 
adults have their own mind to decide on what 
they want to participate in as long as it is right. 
She fought for that privilege. It was an ac-
quired desire to march beside others who 
shared the same belief 

Ms. Leflore worked, never missing a day un-
less she was sick. When she became ill, she 
had to retire. She has received numerous 
commendations as a loyal supporter of all ath-
letic activities at Gentry High School. To this 
day, she still uses the phone as her legs and 
mouth, encouraging others to stand and show 
themselves approved. She believes that 
standing for what you believe in regardless, of 
the odds against you, and the pressure that 
tears at your resistance means courage, which 
is what she had to constantly remind herself 
of. She always kept a smile on her face, even 
when on the inside she felt like dying. She 
stopped at nothing. Doing what was instilled in 
her heart, is to make another’s life a little more 
bearable. When she was in the moment, she 
was loyal, she wasn’t selfish and she kept her 
head high. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Willie Rene Leflore for her 
dedication to serving others and giving back to 
the African American community. 
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INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION TO 
RECOGNIZE JUNE AS NATIONAL 
MEN’S CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight an issue that is of growing concern: 
cancer that is specific to men. 

Cancer is a deadly disease that does not 
discriminate. It impacts all demographics and 
every segment of our population. However, 
what I find extremely alarming is that one in 
two men will be diagnosed with cancer over 
the course of their lifetimes. Men face a 43.31 
percent lifetime risk of being diagnosed with 
some form of cancer. Statistics show that men 
have a 22.83 percent chance of dying from 
cancer versus 19.26 percent of women. 

The Centers for Disease Control estimates 
that nearly 300,000 men die annually as a re-
sult of cancer. Various cancers are claiming 
the lives of males of all races and ages at an 
alarming rate. I will add, though, those African 
American men have the highest cancer inci-
dence and mortality rates according the CDC. 

It is time for the Members of Congress to do 
our part to shine the light on this deadly dis-
ease that is plaguing the men of our commu-
nities. These men are our fathers, grand-
fathers, uncles, children, and nephews. No 
one should ever be put in a position to have 
to bury their child. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Resolution to Recognize June as Na-
tional Men’s Cancer Awareness Month. From 
prostate and colon cancer to lung and skin 
cancer, our nation needs to be more aware of 
what we can do to prevent, detect, and treat 
these fatal illnesses. Bringing about this 
awareness on an annual basis will aid in slow-
ing the rate of cancer related fatalities. 
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HONORING EDWARD G. NELSON 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the city of 
Nashville and the state of Tennessee lost a 
civic giant earlier this month, banker and phi-
lanthropist Edward G. Nelson. 

Ed Nelson was not only a pillar of the com-
munity, he was our foundation. He financed 
much of the growth of Nashville and imagined 
the ‘It’ city before we became one. 

Ed’s expertise and skill in banking, finance 
and international relations shaped the eco-
nomic development of Middle Tennessee, and 
his philanthropic efforts have touched count-
less lives. Serving on dozens of local, national 
and international boards, Ed had the vision 
and will to make things happen. His success 
and leadership were notably recognized when 
the Bank of China invited him for a formal visit 
shortly after diplomatic relations were estab-
lished in the 1970s. 

Ed’s service as a U.S. military intelligence 
officer in Japan led to his insatiable desire to 
foster U.S.-Japan relations. Because of his 
tireless work, Nashville is now home to a Jap-
anese Consul General and many Japanese 
businesses. In 2008, the Japanese govern-
ment awarded him one of its most prestigious 
awards—the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold 
Rays with Neck Ribbon. 

Mr. Speaker, the city of Nashville is forever 
grateful to Ed Nelson for his service. Ed was 
a kind and wonderful gentleman and the best 
of the South. 
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