April 21, 2016

| was born and raised in the Rio Grande
Valley, a region situated along the U.S.-Mex-
ico border in the southernmost tip of Texas,
which encompasses Willacy, Cameron, Hi-
dalgo and Starr Counties. Rich in history and
culture and built on enduring family bonds.
The Rio Grande Valley is home to more than
1.3 million residents.

For nearly twenty years, | have had the
honor and privilege of representing the fif-
teenth congressional district of Texas, a dy-
namic and unique district that stretches from
Guadalupe County, southeast from San Anto-
nio all the way down to Deep South Texas
along the border with Mexico.

| feel extremely fortunate to call a border
community my home. As the proud son of Ed-
Couch, Texas, | am surprised by news reports
that depict the border as violent and “in cri-
sis.” Unlike the fear mongers who wish to
scapegoat all our problems on immigrants,
when | talk about the border, | know what | am
talking about.

First, our border communities are some of
the safest in our nation, providing great quality
of life with the low crime rates. In fact, state
and federal crime data show that border cities
are safer than many larger U.S. cities, with
violent crime rates remaining the same or
dropping in the last five years.

Moreover, the idea that undocumented im-
migrants are more likely to commit crimes is
simply false. A Texas Tribune analysis of in-
carceration and immigration records found
there is little evidence that undocumented im-
migrants commit crime at higher rates than the
general population and they appear to be
underrepresented in Texas prisons. As a mat-
ter of fact, the U.S.-Mexico border has never
been more secure in the history of the United
States. In the past ten years, border security
funding has tripled and we have doubled the
size of the Border Patrol from about 10,000
agents to approximately 20,000 today.

Second, our border is not being overrun.
We are seeing record low apprehensions at
our southern border. Today, a majority of
those apprehensions are immigrants from
Central America who fear violence in their
home countries and their only hope is to seek
refuge in the United States. Our great nation
is made up of immigrants, many of whom
landed on our shores tired, poor and in
huddled-masses, yearning to be free. We
should not close our borders and turn back on
them now. That is not who we are.

This brings to mind a quote from the first
Mexican-American federal district Judge
Reynaldo Garza who was appointed by Presi-
dent Kennedy in 1961 and sat on the bench
in Brownsville, Texas in the Rio Grande Val-
ley. When swearing in new citizens, Judge
Garza used to say:

“I do not worry that people want to come to
the United States, | would worry if people did
not want to come because then it would mean
we would no longer be the country of freedom
and opportunity that we are.”

As a son of immigrants and as former chair
of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, | am
proud to represent my district along the U.S.-
Mexico border with a large population of immi-
grants, who contribute to the vibrancy of our
national economy, job growth and rich culture.

Indeed, the stories of our immigrant neigh-
bors, friends, and colleagues are very real, en-
riching the overall narrative of what it means
to be an American. They are Americans and
part of our national fabric.
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| invite all my fellow Americans to come
down to the U.S.-Mexico border region to ex-
perience firsthand the rich culture and wonder-
ful people who make up our border commu-
nities and my home of Deep South Texas.

HONORING CLAYTON BRESHEARS
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Clayton
Breshears. Clayton is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
376, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Clayton has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Clayton has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Clay-
ton led his troop as the Assistant Senior Patrol
Leader, earned the rank of Warrior in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and become a Brother-
hood member of the Order of the Arrow. Clay-
ton has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Clayton paint-
ed a precise outline of the United States on
the Lewis and Clark Elementary School play-
ground in Liberty, Missouri, giving teachers at
the school another tool to teach their students
basic geography.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Clayton Breshears for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

CELEBRATING LILLIE RUTH BAR-
LOW LINDSEY ON HER 80TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a constituent of mine, Lillie
Ruth Barlow Lindsey. She will be celebrating
her 80th Birthday on May 26, 2016.

Lillie was born in Bay Springs, Mississippi
on May 26, 1936. At age 10, Lillie’s family
moved to Laurel, Mississippi, where she re-
mained until she married A.C. Lindsey in Au-
gust of 1951. After they married, A.C. and Lil-
lie moved to Kansas City, Missouri. They re-
mained in Kansas City until 2006, when they
moved to Wentzville, Missouri. A.C. and Lillie
had eight children. From those eight children,
they have 30 grandchildren and 32 great-
grandchildren. Lillie and A.C. were married for
63 years, until A.C.’s passing on January 14,
2014. In her retirement, Lillie focused on car-
ing for her husband, A.C., throughout his bat-
tle with Alzheimer’s disease. Lillie has always
been a dedicated wife and mother. When her
last child began junior high school, Lillie began
working at Halls in Kansas City, Missouri
where she worked until her retirement. Lillie
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enjoys sewing and has been an active mem-
ber of her church throughout her life, during
her time in Kansas City and currently in
Wentzville, Missouri.

| ask you to join me in celebrating Lillie Ruth
Barlow Lindsey on her 80th Birthday.

IN HONOR OF GEORGE TANIMURA

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
my respects to a great American, George
Tanimura, who passed away on April 15, three
months short of his 101st birthday. | offer my
deepest condolences to George’s wife of 72
years, Masaye, and to George’s close-knit
family: his son Glenn and his daughter Leslie,
and their spouses; his grandchildren Chris,
Erin, Ryan and Kelly and their spouses, and to
his great grandchildren Makenzie, Jaklyn, and
Karter, and to his siblings.

George lived a remarkable life that spanned
the Great Depression, WWII, and the rise of
the modern information economy. In that time,
George confronted prejudice, helped to rebuild
a dislocated Japanese-American community in
the Salinas Valley, nurtured a large extended
family, and fostered the development of the
modern fresh produce industry. George was a
farmer’s farmer. As one of the founders of the
Tanimura & Antle, he helped build one of the
nation’s largest private lettuce producers. So
while you may have never heard of George
Tanimura, | can guarantee that every Member
of this House has eaten something that
George and his family have grown. He has
planted and nurtured a legacy that will
produce a crop for generations to come.

George was born in San Juan Bautista on
July 2, 1915. His parents had emigrated from
Japan to build a better life in the United
States. While attending grammar school in
Castroville, George thinned iceberg lettuce on
his father's small farm. After his mother died,
George, the eldest of 12 siblings, had to leave
high school to farm with his father. Then when
George was just 16, his father died leaving
George with the responsibility for the family
and their farm. In the midst of the depression,
George became the patriarch of his large fam-
ily. Under his leadership, the Tanimura chil-
dren began their own prosperous farming op-
erations.

However, just as they were recovering, the
U.S. entry into WWII turned the Tanimuras’
lives upside down. In 1942, they found them-
selves imprisoned by our government along
with other Americans of Japanese descent in
remote internment camps across the desert
West. And even though the Tanimuras lost ev-
erything, two of his brothers fought with the
U.S. Army in Europe. For George, his time in
the camp offered him another opportunity to
find fortune in the midst of adversity. He met
Masaye Yamauchi and they were married on
September 21, 1944,

When George, Masaye, and their family re-
turned to the Salinas Valley, they resumed let-
tuce farming. In the late 1950s, the Tanimuras
began to grow exclusively for Bud Antle, an-
other legendary Salinas Valley grower. Bud,
and his son Bob, had been working closely
with the Tanimura family for many years. Fi-
nally, in 1982, George and Bob combined over
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30 years of mutual friendship, respect, and ex-
perience to create Tanimura & Antle. The new
company combined the Antle’s shipping and
marketing savvy with the Tanimura’s growing
expertise. That combination has helped T&A
grow into one of the world’s premier fresh
produce companies. And it forms the basis of
T&A’s continued success.

Throughout his life, George was extremely
active in countless community efforts, giving
his leadership, commitment and wealth to
making the Salinas Valley a better place for all
farm families to live. Even though he was a
living legend in the farming community and
widely respected by all who knew him, it was
his deep sense of humility that kept him from
claiming any recognition other than his simple
refrain, “it doesn’t matter, I'm just a farmer.”

While George Tanimura thought of himself
as a humble farmer, his hard work and integ-
rity created one of the pillars of the American
agricultural economy. The Budda said, “in the
end only three things matter: how much you
loved, how gently you lived, and how gratefully
you let go of things not meant for you.” In the
end, George Tanimura will be remembered for
his love for his family, how he lived his life and
his willingness to encourage and support oth-
ers in the fresh produce industry. It is a legacy
for all of us to remember in these turbulent
times.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL
COLLEGIATE HONORS COUNCIL

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the 50th anniversary of the Na-
tional Collegiate Honors Council and their
commitment to collegiate honors education.
Since their inception, the National Collegiate
Honors Council has been dedicated to excel-
lence in education in diverse subject and cur-
riculum areas. They serve over 800 colleges
and universities and over 325,000 students
across the country.

| also want to recognize the Kingsborough
Community College, in Southern Brooklyn, for
their outstanding dedication to academic en-
richment and achievement. Kingsborough
Community College serves about 14,000 full
and part-time students each year in a wide
array of liberal arts and career education
courses. Kingsborough Community College
provides its students with a high level of edu-
cation through its associate degree programs
that prepare students to transfer to senior col-
leges or enter directly into a professional ca-
reer.

Kingsborough Community College offers
qualifying students the opportunity to chal-
lenge themselves in the Honors Program with
rigorous coursework, the ability to study with
other gifted students and benefit from in-
creased contact with top faculty.

Characterized by smaller classes, individual
research projects, internships, study-travel op-
portunities and community service,
Kingsborough Community College Honors pro-
gram enhances their students’ global aware-
ness and cultivates America’s future leaders.

Having produced notable alumni that include
Sid Rosenberg, the accomplished sports radio
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personality, Jeff Koinange, Emmy award win-
ning journalist and Andrew Weyman, Director
of shows such as the Big Bang Theory and
The King of Queens, Kingsborough Commu-
nity College continues to educate the global
leaders of tomorrow.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF PARK RANGERS
AT YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the state and federal park rangers
who have served Yosemite National Park over
the last 150 years. Specifically, | rise to honor
Mr. Galen Clark, the first appointed “guardian”
(park ranger) of Yosemite in 1866.

As the first ranger, Mr. Clark served 22
years while dedicating his life to protect and
administer the nation’s first great outdoors nat-
ural park at Yosemite. Since then, the park
has served over 185 million visitors.

Set aside by President Abraham Lincoln in
1864 with the express intent “to be held for
public use, resort, and recreation for all time,”
the Yosemite Valley is a national treasure that
belongs to the American people in perpetuity.

President Lincoln made this land available
to the public by understanding and respecting
the government’s role “of the people, by the
people, and for the people,” describing the
philosophy behind the dedication of Yosemite.

Today, the National Park Service admin-
isters more than 400 national parks throughout
the United States by partnering with commu-
nities to preserve historical landmarks and cre-
ate outdoor recreational places.

The California Department of Parks and
Recreation manages 280 parks, preserving
some of the finest resources found in Cali-
fornia.

Ranger Clark served honorably as Yosem-
ite’s first park ranger, creating a prestigious
fraternal order for those who have followed in
his footsteps, embodying Thomas Jefferson’s
words: “When a man assumes a public trust,
he should consider himself as public prop-
erty.”

Recognition of Mr. Clark’s appointment as
the first park ranger is a momentous event, of-
fering an opportunity to reflect, highlight, and
honor the history and contribution of park staff
over the last 150 years.

Mr. Speaker, Ranger Clark and all other
park rangers who have committed their lives
to the preservation of Yosemite National Park
as a place of “public use, resort, and recre-
ation for all time” deserve to be remembered
for their service and dedication for ensuring
public access and enjoyment of this extraor-
dinary national treasure.

———

RECOGNIZING HONOR FLIGHT
SYRACUSE

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Honor Flight Syracuse. Honor Flight
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Syracuse is a private, not-for-profit organiza-
tion and is one of more than 130 regional
hubs of the National Honor Flight Network.
Honor Flight Syracuse became an official hub
in the Honor Flight Network in May of 2012.

Honor Flight Syracuse’s mission is to honor
America’s veterans by transporting them to
Washington, D.C. to visit the national memo-
rials dedicated to their service and sacrifice.
The goal of Honor Flight Syracuse is to help
every single war veteran in the greater Syra-
cuse area, wiling and capable, to obtain a
flight to visit their memorial at no cost to them.

Since May of 2012, Honor Flight Syracuse
has completed six missions to Washington,
D.C., with a seventh mission scheduled for
this month. Honor Flight Syracuse gives top
priority to America’s most senior-citizen he-
roes—veterans of World War Il and any war
veteran with a terminal illness.

Thanks to Honor Flight Syracuse’s dedi-
cated leadership team, board members and
volunteers, hundreds of Veterans from the
greater Syracuse area, Northern New York
State, and the Mohawk Valley have been able
to travel to Washington, D.C. and visit the me-
morials that honor their service and sacrifice.

| am honored to recognize such an incred-
ible organization dedicated to helping veterans
in our community. | want to pay tribute to all
who have made Honor Flight Syracuse such a
remarkable program and to thank all of the
veterans who have participated in Honor Flight
Syracuse for their sacrifice and dedication to
our country.

——
CONGRATULATING KATHRYN
SZYMANSKI ON HER RETIRE-

MENT FROM THE ROCK ISLAND
ARSENAL

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Kathryn Szymanski, who is retiring
from the Rock Island Arsenal on April 28th.
Currently, she serves as Chief Counsel for the
U.S. Army Sustainment Command and the
Joint Munitions Command. For decades, Ms.
Szymanski has served honorably in different
levels of government and public service.

Ms. Szymanski began her career in public
service at the U.S. Army Tank-automotive and
Armaments Command, where she was a pro-
curement attorney, general law attorney, and
procurement fraud advisor. Later in her career
at the U.S. Army Materiel Command Head-
quarters, she served as counsel and contin-
ued to protect our armed forces from fraud.
Before coming to the Rock Island Arsenal, Ms.
Szymanski served as the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Infrastructure Anal-
ysis at the Army Headquarters in Washington
D.C.

Ms. Szymanski also has a demonstrated
history of going above and beyond her daily
responsibilities. Earlier this year, she was
named the U.S. Army Sustainment Command
2015 Equal Employment Opportunity Cham-
pion of the Year for her commitment to pro-
moting equality, inclusion, and access for
women and minorities.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank Ms.
Szymanski for her commitment not only to
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