E554

Polly Barton’s steadfast work and leadership
within the Peoria Park District made the vision
of Peoria Zoo a reality. Her fundraising exper-
tise combined with her commitment to serving
the community led the way for the beautiful
entryway, Barton Pavilion, of the Peoria Zoo
that opened in 2012. Her active involvement
with the Junior League of Peoria made the
Peoria PlayHouse a reality where children are
given the opportunity to explore, imagine, and

pla\%.

TVP, the PBS station for Peoria and sur-
rounding areas, was also impacted by Glen
and Polly’s generosity and financial support.
The campaign, assisted by Caterpillar during
Glen’s CEO tenure, raised enough money to
move the station into the beautiful downtown
studio on State Street, where it resides today.

The Barton’s have contributed considerably
to their community, but their focus has always
been to improve education by providing the re-
sources necessary for students to excel. llli-
nois Central College and Eureka College have
been fortunate to receive patronage from the
Barton’s through scholarships, mentorships,
and fellowships. Their strong support has
awarded students an educational opportunity
to engage in their field of study, volunteer
within the community, and exceed in their
schoolwork. Understanding the importance of
education for all students, Glen and Polly
played a leadership role with their time and fi-
nancial support to create Quest Charter Acad-
emy in Peoria.

As former CEO of Caterpillar, Inc., Glen no-
ticed that there were a shortage of technical
skilled workers and realized that the school
district was facing challenges in meeting the
basic requirements in math and sciences.
Glen expressed that, “College education was
a springboard to another world and set of op-
portunities,” that children in his community
were not receiving because of their limited
education. Quest Charter Academy prepares
students for secondary education by focusing
on an innovative education rich in math,
science, and technology. The school prides
itself on their six core values: respect, respon-
sibility, integrity, courage, curiosity, and effort,
principles that have made the Barton’s such
successful and charitable people. Quest has
given students, who otherwise would not have
the opportunity, the resources available to be
prepared for the competitive global world.

ur Peoria Area is lucky to have people like
Glen and Polly who have tirelessly given back
to our community. Central lllinois has bene-
fitted immensely under the leadership, con-
tributions, and generosity from the Barton’s.
Their efforts have made the community, just
like Quest Charter Academy, a better place to
grow, learn, and play.

———

BLANCA KLING, HISPANIC LIAI-
SON, MEDIA SERVICES DIVISION
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD DE-
PARTMENT OF POLICE—SU-
ZANNE McDANIEL MEMORIAL
AWARD FOR PUBLIC AWARENESS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the bi-par-
tisan Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus
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(VRC) is a proven and effective leader in ad-
vocating for crime victims. JiM COSTA and |
founded the VRC 10 years ago when we were
first elected to Congress. During its 10 year
existence, the VRC has taken the lead in pro-
tecting programs that provide critical support
for victim services throughout the nation, in-
cluding the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA), Vio-
lence Against Women Act (VAWA), and the
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization
Act (TVPRA). Each year the members of the
caucus join together to honor outstanding indi-
viduals who have given their time and service
to helping victims. This year marks the 10th
anniversary of the Caucus.

On behalf of Congressman COSTA (D-CA)
and myself, we are pleased to honor Ms.
Blanca Kling as this year's Suzanne McDaniel
Memorial Award recipient and recognize all of
her hard work for the community. Nominated
by Congressman CHRIS VAN HOLLEN of the 8th
Congressional District of Maryland, Ms. Kling
is deserving of this recognition for all of her
hard work in her community. This award hon-
ors Suzanne McDaniel, one of the first pros-
ecutor-based victim advocates in Texas and in
the nation. McDaniel created Harris County’s
first community interagency council on sexual
assault and family violence and the first rape
exam protocol for Houston Hospital and Med-
ical Associations. She also formed the Texas
Crime Victim Clearinghouse, the first statewide
resource in the nation, and helped draft and
pass the Texas Crime Victim Bill of Rights, the
Texas Crime Victims’ Compensation Act, and
the Texas Constitutional Amendment on Crime
Victim Rights. McDaniel passed away in May
2012 after an eight-year battle with pancreatic
cancer. This honoree is an individual or orga-
nization that has used her voice, throughout
the media, to promote and to bring about
change at the National level for crime victims.

Ms. Kling’s role as the Hispanic Liaison for
the Media Services Division of the Mont-
gomery County Maryland Police Department
qualifies her for this distinguished recognition.
Since 2005, Ms. Kling has worked tirelessly to
develop open and productive lines of commu-
nication between the police department and
various communities, particularly to the His-
panic community. Previously, MCPD recog-
nized that there was significant distrust be-
tween their department and the Hispanic com-
munity. This caused a detrimental impact on
the effectiveness in responding to crime and
community issues.

Ms. Kling conducts outreach to more than
170,000 Hispanics who live and work in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland. She is instrumental
in supporting the Hispanic community, particu-
larly newly arrived immigrants who face chal-
lenges in assimilating to a new culture, lan-
guage, and legal system. Thanks to her out-
standing work, people are less fearful about
reporting crimes that have been committed
against them or that they have witnessed.
These efforts have had a significant impact on
individual and public safety in Montgomery
County.

Ms. Kling has been extremely effective in
disseminating information to Spanish-language
media in order to provide support to victims
and prevent crimes in the Hispanic commu-
nity. She has also worked with local, national,
and international leaders to ensure that they
have the tools to ensure safety for their con-
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stituencies. Her work as a media spokes-
person, community leader, and a victim rights
advocate has helped thousands of victims and
survivors of crime, and their families.

On behalf of the Congressional Victims’
Rights Caucus, | would like to congratulate
Ms. Blanca Kling and the Montgomery County
Maryland Police Department for all that they
do to keep our communities safe, each and
every day.

And that is just the way it is.

HONORING MRS. FLORINE LEWIS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Unsung
Hero, Mrs. Florine Lewis.

For some retired educators, retirement
means a time to relax and take it easy. Not for
longtime Holmes County, Mississippi resident,
Mrs. Florine Lewis. She served the Second
Congressional as an outstanding educator for
37 years. Now retired for 15 years, she is still
going like the “Energizer Bunny.”

Mrs. Lewis continues to actively serve her
community. She volunteers at the UMC Hos-
pital of Holmes County; is active in the
Holmes County Teachers Association, the
Mississippi Valley State University Holmes
County Alumni Chapter, and in her church,
Asia Missionary Baptist Church of Lexington.
She annually serves as a Spelling Bee judge
for the Community Students Learning Center’s
Spelling Bee contest in which she has re-
ceived several awards. “I am just always will-
ing to serve where | can and when | can,” she
said.

In addition to her busy community service,
Mrs. Lewis is also the principal caregiver for
her elderly mother, who lives miles away in
Greenville, Miss.

The Itta Bena, Mississippi native began her
teaching career at Montgomery Elementary
School in Mount Bayou, Mississippi and later
relocated to Holmes County where she has
taught at the former Tchula Attendance Center
(TAC) and the Holmes County Vocational
Center. She is the widow of the late Robert
Earl Lewis, who was also a principal and
teacher in Holmes County. The two of them
have six children who are adults in various
professions such as teaching, librarian, busi-
ness and engineering. During her own teach-
ing career, Mrs. Lewis was recognized as a
STAR teacher.

Former students and community members
alike say that whenever they see Mrs. Lewis,
she always greeted them as “Florine Lewis.”
She just keeps on going and going and going
. . . doing what she can to help others, never
looking for anything in return. She is truly an
unsung hero.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. Florine Lewis for her dedi-
cation in serving the community.
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RECOGNIZING DON KNABE’S SERV-
ICE TO THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Supervisor Don Knabe, who has
served the County of Los Angeles for the past
two decades.

Supervisor Knabe was first elected to the
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in
November of 1996 and has represented the
Fourth District, a uniquely diverse area that is
home to over two million residents and in-
cludes two of the nation’s largest economic
hubs: the Ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach and the Los Angeles International Air-
port.

Supervisor Knabe has spent much of his
political career working to protect innocent and
vulnerable children in Los Angeles County. He
established the Safe Surrender program in
Los Angeles County, which allows for the sur-
render of an infant within 72 hours of birth at
a County hospital or fire station. Since 2001,
over 140 babies have been safely surrendered
in Los Angeles County. In 2015, Supervisor
Knabe launched a scholarship program to
benefit children who have been safely surren-
dered.

Supervisor Knabe also is a national leader
on combating child sex trafficking. He
launched a County-wide awareness campaign
to bring attention to the heinous practice of
young children being sexually exploited in
southern California. In 2013, he testified on
the issue of child sex trafficking at a hearing
before the House Foreign Affairs Committee in
Washington, D.C.

In 2007, Supervisor Knabe was appointed
by President George W. Bush to serve on the
President’s Homeland Security Advisory Coun-
cil, which worked with the White House to es-
tablish national programs to prepare and pro-
tect communities across the nation from ter-
rorist attacks.

Supervisor Knabe has a passion for the arts
and attributes his own personal success to an
early involvement with music. His enthusiasm
for the arts has led to the creation of several
innovative youth programs, such as the Pedi-
atric Arts Program at Rancho Los Amigos Na-
tional Rehabilitation Center and the Arts Edu-
cation Partnership Program that provides
grants to schools and community-based orga-
nizations to fund visual art, dance, music, and
theatre programs for students.

In addition, Supervisor Knabe has led the
County’s efforts to improve overall water qual-
ity, including 19 projects within the Fourth Dis-
trict that will lower pollution and divert storm
water from the ocean, including the
Dominguez Gap Wetlands Project that was
completed in 2008. This also enhanced recre-
ation opportunities for residents and visitors
through environmental cleanup efforts, cre-
ating an open space habitat for the commu-
nity.

Supervisor Knabe is an avid golfer and
hosts the Knabe Cup in cooperation with the
California Interscholastic Federation, a golf
tournament for high school boys and girls. He
also supports junior golf clinics for kids to de-
velop a love for golf at a young age.
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While these are just some of Supervisor
Knabe’s significant accomplishments, on be-
half of the County of Los Angeles and the
State of California, | want to extend my grati-
tude for his valuable contributions throughout
his illustrious career to helping our commu-
nities. With sincere best wishes, | congratulate
Supervisor Knabe upon his retirement from
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors,
and wish him and his wife, Julie, well as they
enter this new chapter of their lives.

—

CONGRATULATING KELSIE
ELTRINGHAM ON RECEIVING THE
BRIGHTON ASSEMBLY OF GOD’S
GOLD MEDAL AWARD

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Kelsie Eltringham, who was recently
honored with the Brighton Assembly of God’s
Gold Medal Award, the highest achievement in
the Assemblies of God Girls Ministries pro-
gram.

To be honored with the Brighton Assembly
of God’s Gold Medal is the culmination of a 13
year journey of devotion to God that begins in
kindergarten and finishes at the end of high
school. The Girls Ministries program strives to
instill Christian values and virtues in the young
women who will be the future of our nation.

To be honored with a gold medal, girls must
go above and beyond the requirements for
completing the five levels of clubs offered by
the ministries. Medal awardees must also
have read the Bible twice, the New Testament
three times, memorized portions of scripture
and have met weekly with a sponsor who
helps to guide them spiritually.

Mr. Speaker, Kelsie Eltringham has not only
displayed an uncommon level of spiritual de-
votion during her time in the Girls Ministries
program, but also a measure of determination
and commitment that will undoubtedly serve
her well through her life. On behalf of Mis-
souri’'s Seventh Congressional District, | urge
my colleagues in congratulating her on this
well-earned achievement.

——
COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF AVANTT'S
RISTORANTE

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize Avanti’s Ristorante of Peoria, Illinois
for celebrating their 50th anniversary.

Avanti’'s Ristorante first opened their doors
in 1966. Founder and CEO Albert Zeller, by
embracing the American entrepreneurial spirit,
successfully expanded his business and now
employs nearly 500 people and currently oper-
ates five Avant’'s Ristorantes in the Greater
Peoria area.

Avanti’'s Ristorante is known throughout
Central lllinois for their famous Italian cuisine,
from their pastas to pizzas and, most notably,
the beloved Gondola sandwich. Zeller's fa-
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mously delicious creation, the Gondola, a sub-
marine-like sandwich, features freshly baked
sweet bread only found in his restaurants. No
party in Peoria is complete without a platter of
Gondolas.

The Greater Peoria area has benefitted from
Avanti’'s corporate goodwill and generosity. |
extend my sincere congratulations to Avanti’s
Ristorante, Albert Zeller, and staff and | hope
Avanti's keeps fulfilling the appetites of Central
lllinoisans for another fifty years.

TRIBUTE TO BRADY KYNER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Brady
Kyner of Southeast Warren/Melcher Dallas
High School for winning the Class IA, 120-
pound bracket at the lowa High School Ath-
letic Association State Wrestling tournament
on February 20, 2016.

lowa has a long and proud history of strong
wrestling programs, producing college and
Olympic champions for years. Winning two
state championships in a row is the culmina-
tion of years of hard work and commitment,
not only on the part of Brady, but also his par-
ents, his family and coaches.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Brady
demonstrates the rewards of hard work, dedi-
cation, and perseverance. | am honored to
represent his family and him in the United
States Congress. | ask that my colleagues in
the United States House of Representatives
join me in congratulating Brady on competing
in this rigorous competition and wishing con-
tinued success in his education and high
school wrestling career.

CONGRATULATING THADDEUS
HUGHES

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate Thaddeus
Hughes on winning the 4-H Youth in Action
STEM Award.

The 4-H Youth in Action Award honors 4—
Hers who have excelled in one of four areas:
agriculture and animal sciences, citizenship,
healthy living, and STEM. I'm very proud that,
out of six million 4-H youth nationwide, Thad-
deus was chosen as the Youth in Action
STEM winner for his work to advance edu-
cation in science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics.

In the past year, he spent over 300 hours
volunteering and mentoring. He currently
serves as a mentor for the FIRST Lego
League and the lllinois State Robotics Com-
petition. He also created the curriculum for
Spinning Robots, a 14-week after school orga-
nization focused on engaging students who
lack the resources for involvement in the
STEM fields. Last year, Thaddeus was se-
lected among twenty individuals to be named
one of lllinois’ High School Innovators of 2015.
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