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proud to invite Msgr. to participate in a nau-
tical ceremony at the Buffalo Yacht Club sev-
eral years ago.

| was proud to have known Msgr. Ducette
and to have been in his presence when he of-
fered prayers. He was a kind soul, loved by all
who had the privilege of knowing him. It is cer-
tain that his many friends and followers mourn
his loss and will look to his great legacy—the
successful St. Timothy’s parish—for comfort at
this time of sadness.

————

CONGRATULATING STUDENTS
FROM WANDO HIGH SCHOOL IN
MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CARO-
LINA

HON. MARK SANFORD

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the students from Wando High
School, located in South Carolina’s First Con-
gressional District, who will be participating in
the We the People: The Citizen and the Con-
stitution National Finals a few short days from
now. In order to qualify for the national finals,
a class must win its state championship or
qualify as a “wild card” class, which was the
case for Wando this year. These students will
join with approximately 1,200 high schoolers
from 56 classes across the nation, all of whom
will be competing in the mock hearings held at
the University of Maryland.

At a variety of levels, it is encouraging to
see so many students investing their time to
further their education by taking an in-depth
look at American history, the Constitution, and
the Bill of Rights. And the support these stu-
dents receive throughout the U.S. is remark-
able—each year, local communities raise
nearly $2,000,000 to support the national final-
ists.

During their time in DC, the high schoolers
not only have the opportunity to explore our
nation’s capital, but they will come to dem-
onstrate their civic knowledge by participating
in a simulated congressional hearing before
panels of judges made up of constitutional
scholars, lawyers, journalists, and government
leaders from across the nation.

In closing, | would like to congratulate the
students from Wando, wish them good luck at
the competition, and offer a word of welcome
as they make their visit to the Capitol.

———

HONORING THE GALVAN
BALLROOM

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Galvan Ballroom in Corpus Christi,
Texas, which recently received the Texas
Treasure Business Award.

The Texas Historical Commission, an orga-
nization authorized by the Texas State Legis-
lature, honored the Galvan Ballroom with the
Texas Treasure Business Award, as a busi-
ness that has been in operation and has pro-
vided employment opportunities and support
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to the state’s economy for over 50 years. This
award, created in 2005 by Senate Bill 920,
pays tribute to the state’s well-established
businesses and their exceptional historical
contributions toward the economic growth and
prosperity of the State of Texas. The Galvan
Ballroom, located in the heart of Corpus Chris-
ti at 1632 Agnes St., opened its doors on
March 2, 1950. The Galvan Ballroom was es-
tablished by Corpus Christi police officer, en-
trepreneur, and musician Rafael Galvan, Sr.
Mr. Galvan sought to open a venue for the
Galvan Orchestra, a fifteen-piece ensemble
featuring his four sons: Ralph, Eddie, Sammy,
and Bobby.

The Galvan Ballroom earned its reputation
as the place in Corpus Christi to visit for big
band, swing, and jazz music. Due to its large
size, the venue hosted national acts. The
large dance hall, which featured a custom-
made revolving chandelier with four spotlights,
was a popular location for dances and other
events. South Texans will recall that the
Galvan Ballroom was fully booked with events
nearly every night. On Saturday nights, the
ballroom hosted functions for private clubs and
community events, including student dances,
church events, and the annual policeman’s
ball. On Sundays, the ballroom opened to the
public for dancing and music, including per-
formances by Duke Ellington, Count Basie,
and Chester “Chet” Rupe. During the time of
segregation, The Galvan Ballroom played a
major role in the social and cultural develop-
ment of Corpus Christi. The venue promoted
integration of the Hispanic and Anglo-Amer-
ican communities through diverse musical
acts, which included African-American groups.

The Galvan Ballroom continues to be a mu-
sical landmark in Corpus Christi. Today, the
ballroom hosts weddings, quinceaneras and
other events. On the first floor is the head-
quarters of the Galvan Music Company. Eddie
Galvan, a member of the original Galvan Or-
chestra, was inducted into the South Texas
Region XIV Band Directors Hall of Fame, and
the South Texas Music Walk of Fame has
also honored members of the Galvan family.

In 2015, the Galvan Ballroom was added to
the National Register of Historic Places and
was designated as a Texas Hispanic Heritage
site. Mr. Speaker, | join my colleagues in con-
gratulating the Galvan Ballroom upon receiv-
ing the Texas Treasure Business Award, and
wish them many more years of continued con-
tributions to the Coastal Bend area.

————

VOTER SUPPRESSION IS UN-
AMERICAN

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today on this Restoration Tuesday, | rise to
shed light on the continued voter suppression
around the country during this election year
and the ongoing battle to protect every Ameri-
can’s constitutional right to vote.

Alabama—Arizona—Texas—Wisconsin—
the list goes on. We continue to hear tale after
tale of modern day barriers to the voting polls
this election year. After the Supreme Court
struck down Section 4 pre-clearance require-
ments in 2013, several states took that ruling
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as a license to trample on the Constitution and
violate the voting rights of vulnerable commu-
nities across the nation. These continued at-
tacks on the rights of eligible voters in this
country are unconscionable and unconstitu-
tional. Congress needs to act now to stop this
plague of voter suppression and fight for jus-
tice.

Today, as you know, the state of New York
is holding its primary elections. Unsurprisingly,
complaints have already been made by eligi-
ble voters who registered a minor party or with
no party, and who will not be able to partici-
pate in the primary elections. New state rules
allow only registered Democrats to vote in
Tuesday’s Democratic primary and only reg-
istered Republicans to vote in the GOP con-
test. This new law will leave out 3.2 million
New Yorkers who are registered to vote.

Likewise, my home state of Alabama imple-
mented new strict voter ID laws and then
closed over 30 DMV offices; the most popular
location to obtain a driver’s license. Arizona
implemented a similar voter suppression strat-
egy by reducing their voting sites from 200 in
2012 to 60 in 2016, citing a so-called need for
budget savings.

In all, 17 states across the country have im-
plemented new restrictive laws aimed at block-
ing the American people from the ballot box.
New laws with strict photo identification re-
quirements, early voting cutbacks, new re-
quirements of proof of citizenship, and prac-
tices creating grueling waiting lines are all bur-
densome barriers which would have likely
been blocked through the Voting Rights Act
process of pre-clearance. And not surprisingly,
these new restrictions have disproportionately
affected minority populations such as African
Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans as
well as university students.

The fear of voter fraud is an excuse. The
need for budget cutbacks is an excuse. The
American people are fed up with the excuses.
Fundamental to our democracy is the right to
vote, and creating barriers to block the vote is
truly un-American. It holds little value to give
someone a car and then take away the keys.
Our right to vote is the vehicle to democracy
but we need the keys to easily access the
polls. The suppression needs to stop, the op-
pression needs to stop, and the excuses need
to stop. Congress needs to stand up and do
something about it now.

On this Restoration Tuesday, | give us all
the charge to battle against the continued sup-
pression of the American vote and stand
strong by our principles of democracy, liberty,
and justice for all.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF IRVIN WAR-
REN AND HIS SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Irvin Warren was born to a rural
farming family in Sampson County, North
Carolina where he spent his early years learn-
ing the value of hard, honest work and the im-
portance of education. Later Mr. Warren pur-
sued higher education at both East Carolina
and North Carolina State Universities; Mr.
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Warren acquired his Master’'s degree in Edu-
cation. During his tenure in school he returned
home on the weekends to continue working on
his family’s farm.

Upon graduation, Mr. Warren became a pro-
fessor and it was during this time that his
Uncle offered him a partnership in an auto
parts business. To follow this new aspiration,
Mr. Warren secured a loan from his mother
and started Warren Oil Company in 1976 with
only three employees.

Mr. Warren expanded his company over the
next few decades, growing to over 450 em-
ployees and packaging oil products under its
own brand, and for other companies. The
company has expanded across the country,
distributing its product across the United
States and in over 49 countries globally. War-
ren Oil Company is currently the largest inde-
pendent lubricant manufacturer in North Amer-
ica. Mr. Warren’s grit and persistence have al-
lowed for him to remain competitive with multi-
national oil and gas corporations such as
Exxon and BP.

Even through this impressive growth Mr.
Warren has never wavered in his commitment
to his employees—even referring to them as
part of his own family—furthermore, he contin-
ued to give back to the community.

His generosity, commitment to service and
love for people is evident. He has provided re-
lief funding for events such as the earthquake
in Haiti in 2010—even personally visiting the
country during this tragedy and remaining on-
site during a significant portion of the recovery
process.

Perhaps most notably, Mr. Warren has also
provided several all-expenses-paid tours for
WW Il veterans to visit the D.C. museums and
memorials, assuring that priority was given to
those who had never been. Mr. Warren is
committed to continuing these trips until each
veteran has had the opportunity to see the
Washington sites.

This self-driven entrepreneurial spirit, cou-
pled with the generosity and family-like con-
nection to his employees should be a model
for aspiring business people across the United
States. Through hard work and dedication, Mr.
Warren has managed to create a highly com-
petitive business while still remaining deeply
connected to his hometown of Dunn, North
Carolina.

———

HONORING THE WOLFE COUNTY
HEALTH AND REHABILITATION
CENTER

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
very special organization from Kentucky’s
Sixth Congressional District. The Wolfe Coun-
ty Health and Rehabilitation Center recently
received the 2015 Facility of the Year Award
from the Kentucky Association of Health Care
Facilities.

The Wolfe County facility is located in beau-
tiful Campton, Kentucky. They are owned by
First Corbin Long Term Care, Inc., a part of
Forcht Group of Kentucky. The 100 bed facility
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offers high quality long term care and short
term rehabilitation to its residents. Adminis-
trator Amy Prater and all the staff are to be
commended for the wonderful job they do in
caring for their residents. The award recog-
nizes service of the highest excellence among
the many long term care facilities in the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky.

Caring for the elderly population in our
country is a very special and important calling.
The Wolfe County Health and Rehabilitation
Center offers excellent skilled care in a loving
and compassionate environment. Their award
was well deserved and serves as the standard
for other facilities to emulate. | am proud to
recognize and honor the Wolfe County Health
and Rehabilitation Center before the United
States House of Representatives.

————

RECOGNIZING GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in com-
memoration of the 195th anniversary of
Greece’s independence.

America’s Founding Fathers drew inspiration
from ancient Greece’s democratic example.
Hundreds of years later, the modern-day na-
tion of Greece continues to stand as an ally
with the United States. Yet our relationship
goes far beyond our mutual security concerns.
Our bond is rooted in our shared values of de-
mocracy, liberty, and humanitarian aid.

As a co-chair of the Congressional Hellenic-
Israeli Alliance Caucus, | will continue to pro-
mote greater collaboration between Congress,
Israel, and Greece. | congratulate the people
of Greece and extend my best wishes on the
occasion of Greek Independence Day.

————

TRIBUTE TO KYLE BISCOGLIA

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kyle
Biscoglia of Waukee, lowa for winning the
Class 3A, 106-pound bracket at the lowa High
School Athletic Association State Wrestling
tournament on February 20, 2016.

lowa has a long and proud history of strong
wrestling programs in our state, producing col-
lege and Olympic champions for years. Win-
ning a state championship is the culmination
of years of hard work and commitment, not
only on the part of Kyle, but also his parents,
his family and coaches.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Kyle dem-
onstrates the rewards of hard work, dedica-
tion, and perseverance. | am honored to rep-
resent him and his family in the United States
Congress. | know all of my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Kyle on competing in this
rigorous competition and wishing him contin-
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ued success in his education and high school
wrestling career.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER
OF JOHN SHIELS

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of John Shiels. John is a
committed community servant in my home-
town of Sacramento, California, who has dedi-
cated much of his life to improving flood pro-
tection for the people who live there.

For the past decade, John served honorably
on the Board of Trustees of Reclamation Dis-
trict 1000, which is responsible for maintaining
the levees that protect the Natomas basin in
Sacramento. John’s leadership on the board
of Reclamation District 1000 included sitting
on the Executive, Urbanization, and Personnel
Committees; in this capacity, John made many
positive contributions to Sacramento’s levee
safety.

His association with Reclamation District
1000 led to John serving as a member of the
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
(SAFCA), which has been an invaluable part-
ner to me in my efforts to ensure that Sac-
ramento has the highest possible level of flood
protection. John’s term on SAFCA was char-
acterized by his strong leadership, astute coa-
lition-building, and unwavering commitment to
public safety.

Not all of John’s career was spent pro-
tecting Sacramento from flooding. Indeed, be-
fore he became a Trustee of Reclamation Dis-
trict 1000, John spent a distinguished career
with several Fortune 500 companies as a sen-
ior information systems executive. Prior to his
professional career, he served with the U.S.
Navy Supply Corps, earning several com-
mendations.

Now that John has retired, he volunteers in
the Natomas community and across the Sac-
ramento region. He is currently President of
the River Oaks Community Association, and
assists with administrative responsibilities for
his church.

Those of us in Sacramento who care about
protecting our community from flooding owe a
debt of gratitude to John for his years of dis-
tinguished service on SAFCA and at Reclama-
tion District 1000. | wish John a happy and ful-
filling retirement, and respectfully ask that my
colleagues acknowledge him today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | was not present for
roll call No. 153.

Had | been present, | would have voted yes.
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