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Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me this 

opportunity to once again speak about the 
Great Lakes with pride in this visionary, vitally 
important and internationally renowned center 
whose home base is my alma mater, Buffalo 
State College as its Gold Anniversary was 
celebrated on April 15, 2016. Congratulations 
and deepest appreciation to all those who 
contributed to the past and present of this 
Center as the preservation, protection and 
promotion of the Great Lakes is of immeas-
urable importance to our future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT L. 
BOWEN 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a notable Hoosier, Dr. Robert L. Bowen, 
who is being honored by the Anti-Defamation 
League at the 2016 Man of Achievement 
Award Dinner in Indianapolis. 

The Anti-Defamation League’s Man of 
Achievement Award was established to recog-
nize individuals and companies who have 
demonstrated exceptional commitment to the 
community, justice and equal opportunity for 
all. Dr. Bowen was chosen for this honor be-
cause of his selfless support of underprivi-
leged youth in Indianapolis. 

Dr. Bowen and his wife Terry established 
the Bowen Foundation in 2000 to provide 
scholarships to minority students in Indianap-
olis to pursue education past high school. 
Over 700 students have received more than 
$2 million in scholarships. In 2002, the 
Bowens, along with the Purdue University 
President, founded Science Bound. The pro-
gram mentors Indianapolis Public Schools 
(IPS) students from grades 8 through 12 to 
pursue careers in science and technical fields 
and then receive a full-tuition scholarship to 
Purdue University. In 2009, Dr. Bowen was in-
ducted into the IPS Hall of Fame for his phi-
lanthropy efforts. 

Dr. Bowen also provides support to Purdue 
University through the Robert L. and Terry L. 
Bowen High-Scale Performance Civil Engi-
neering Laboratory, and $11 million research 
facility test structure. Every fall since 2010, Dr. 
Bowen drives to Purdue’s campus twice a 
week to teach leadership and advanced 
project management to 60 senior-level stu-
dents. 

Dr. Bowen is the founder and chairman of 
Bowen Engineering Corporation, a multi-mar-
ket company specializing in water and waste-
water treatment plants and energy utility con-
struction. He received his bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering from Purdue University and 
has completed the Harvard Business School 
OPM Program. He has received many other 
awards and honors throughout his career. 

He is a great friend and confidant of mine, 
and a wonderful asset to our community, state 
and nation. I wish to congratulate him on this 
latest honor and thank him for all he does and 
will continue to do to help ensure that the 
American promise as The Land of Opportunity 
is there for those who work to achieve it. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I had to return 
to New York, and as a result, I missed votes 
on April 14 through 15, 2016. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on roll call 
vote No. 146, Final Passage of H.R. 3340, the 
Financial Stability Oversight Council Reform 
Act, ‘‘no’’ on roll call vote No. 149, Final Pas-
sage of H.R. 3791 to raise the consolidated 
assets threshold under the small bank holding 
company policy statement, ‘‘aye’’ on roll call 
vote No. 150, the Amendment offered by Mr. 
YARMUTH to clarify that nothing in H.R. 2666 
prevents the FCC from requiring or enhancing 
transparency, ‘‘aye’’ on roll call vote No. 141, 
the Amendment offered by Mr. MCNERNEY 
stating that nothing in H.R. 2666 shall affect 
the authority of the FCC to act in the public in-
terest, and ‘‘no’’ on roll call vote No. 152, Final 
Passage of H.R. 2666, the No Rate Regula-
tion of Broadband Internet Access Act. 

f 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE 
SCIENTISTS AND TECH-
NOLOGISTS—COY GARDNER 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Coy Gardner from Katy, TX for 
being accepted into the National Academy of 
Future Scientists and Technologists to rep-
resent the state of Texas at the Congress of 
Future Science and Technology leaders. 

Coy attends Katy High School and is one of 
13 high school honor students selected from 
the Twenty-Second Congressional District of 
Texas. These students were selected as 
Texas delegates at the Congress of Future 
Science and Technology Leaders. This pro-
gram was designed for high school students to 
be recognized for their hard work in school, as 
well as to support their aspirations of working 
in a science or technology field. The National 
Academy was founded by Richard Rossi and 
Dr. Robert Darling; Mr. Rossi currently serves 
as president. The Congress is being held at 
the Tsongas Center at the University of Mas-
sachusetts, Lowell from June 29th through 
July 1st. Coy was selected by a group of edu-
cators to be a delegate for the Congress 
thanks to his dedication to his academic suc-
cess and goals of pursuing science or tech-
nology. We are proud of Coy and all of his 
hard work, and know he will make Katy proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Coy for being accepted into the National 
Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MONSIGNOR JOHN DUCETTE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a great spiritual leader 
from Western New York, the Reverend Mon-
signor John I. Ducette, who passed away last 
week at the age of 79. 

Msgr. Ducette was a native of Buffalo and 
Niagara Falls, educated in those cities and 
later at St. Bonaventure University and Christ 
the King Seminary, both in Olean, NY, and 
later at Seton Hall University, The New York 
Province Priests’ Institute and the National In-
stitute for Clergy Formation. 

Ordained a priest on St. Patrick’s Day 1962, 
Msgr. Ducette accepted diocesan assignments 
and ministered to congregants throughout 
Western New York, from East Otto to Niagara 
Falls before finally earning assistant pastor po-
sitions at two parishes in the town of Tona-
wanda. 

In 1985, Msgr. Ducette was appointed Pas-
tor of St. Timothy’s Parish in the town of 
Tonawanda, and it is at this parish where he 
made his most lasting mark. As Pastor for 
more than 23 years, he established St. Tim’s 
as a warm and inviting—and prospering—par-
ish within the nearby Sheridan-Parkside com-
munity. Msgr. Ducette often spoke of St. Tim’s 
as ‘‘an intentional parish.’’ He told his 
congregants that, ‘‘the people that come to St. 
Tim’s don’t necessarily live in the community, 
but they long for the type of services that we 
provide to the people.’’ 

The response he received to his work dem-
onstrated that fact. Msgr. Ducette was a mas-
ter at attracting retired priests to St. Tim’s, 
where each might say one or two masses per 
weekend. In so doing, he managed a robust 
schedule of masses and attracted the fol-
lowers of these retired priests to come and 
worship at St. Tim’s, thereby growing the size 
of the parish and enhancing the parish’s ability 
to provide services to a local community often 
beset by economic and social challenges. 

Msgr. Ducette was known to run a tight 
ship. He liked to celebrate a well-organized 
and efficient Sunday mass. But within that effi-
ciency was an innate ability to deliver a cogent 
and thoughtful message. While few of Msgr. 
Ducette’s homilies during mass would exceed 
two or three minutes of length, all were memo-
rable, and most if not all would end with a 
question, usually one that would cause his 
congregants to examine their respective faith 
and allow them throughout the ensuing week 
to consider what they were doing in their lives 
to do a greater good within their own commu-
nities. 

In addition to having been named a prelate 
of honor by Pope St. John Paul II and his 
service as Chaplain of the Town of Tona-
wanda Police Department, Msrg. Ducette was 
a great lover of the sea. He served as Chap-
lain of the Port of Buffalo and for 35 years 
served as diocesan director of the Apostleship 
of the Sea, praying for the safety of all sea-
farers and blessing sailing vessels. He deliv-
ered blessings at the dedication of the USS 
Little Rock and USS The Sullivans at the Buf-
falo & Erie County Naval & Military Park. I was 
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proud to invite Msgr. to participate in a nau-
tical ceremony at the Buffalo Yacht Club sev-
eral years ago. 

I was proud to have known Msgr. Ducette 
and to have been in his presence when he of-
fered prayers. He was a kind soul, loved by all 
who had the privilege of knowing him. It is cer-
tain that his many friends and followers mourn 
his loss and will look to his great legacy—the 
successful St. Timothy’s parish—for comfort at 
this time of sadness. 

f 

CONGRATULATING STUDENTS 
FROM WANDO HIGH SCHOOL IN 
MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CARO-
LINA 

HON. MARK SANFORD 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the students from Wando High 
School, located in South Carolina’s First Con-
gressional District, who will be participating in 
the We the People: The Citizen and the Con-
stitution National Finals a few short days from 
now. In order to qualify for the national finals, 
a class must win its state championship or 
qualify as a ‘‘wild card’’ class, which was the 
case for Wando this year. These students will 
join with approximately 1,200 high schoolers 
from 56 classes across the nation, all of whom 
will be competing in the mock hearings held at 
the University of Maryland. 

At a variety of levels, it is encouraging to 
see so many students investing their time to 
further their education by taking an in-depth 
look at American history, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights. And the support these stu-
dents receive throughout the U.S. is remark-
able—each year, local communities raise 
nearly $2,000,000 to support the national final-
ists. 

During their time in DC, the high schoolers 
not only have the opportunity to explore our 
nation’s capital, but they will come to dem-
onstrate their civic knowledge by participating 
in a simulated congressional hearing before 
panels of judges made up of constitutional 
scholars, lawyers, journalists, and government 
leaders from across the nation. 

In closing, I would like to congratulate the 
students from Wando, wish them good luck at 
the competition, and offer a word of welcome 
as they make their visit to the Capitol. 

f 

HONORING THE GALVAN 
BALLROOM 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Galvan Ballroom in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, which recently received the Texas 
Treasure Business Award. 

The Texas Historical Commission, an orga-
nization authorized by the Texas State Legis-
lature, honored the Galvan Ballroom with the 
Texas Treasure Business Award, as a busi-
ness that has been in operation and has pro-
vided employment opportunities and support 

to the state’s economy for over 50 years. This 
award, created in 2005 by Senate Bill 920, 
pays tribute to the state’s well-established 
businesses and their exceptional historical 
contributions toward the economic growth and 
prosperity of the State of Texas. The Galvan 
Ballroom, located in the heart of Corpus Chris-
ti at 1632 Agnes St., opened its doors on 
March 2, 1950. The Galvan Ballroom was es-
tablished by Corpus Christi police officer, en-
trepreneur, and musician Rafael Galvan, Sr. 
Mr. Galvan sought to open a venue for the 
Galvan Orchestra, a fifteen-piece ensemble 
featuring his four sons: Ralph, Eddie, Sammy, 
and Bobby. 

The Galvan Ballroom earned its reputation 
as the place in Corpus Christi to visit for big 
band, swing, and jazz music. Due to its large 
size, the venue hosted national acts. The 
large dance hall, which featured a custom- 
made revolving chandelier with four spotlights, 
was a popular location for dances and other 
events. South Texans will recall that the 
Galvan Ballroom was fully booked with events 
nearly every night. On Saturday nights, the 
ballroom hosted functions for private clubs and 
community events, including student dances, 
church events, and the annual policeman’s 
ball. On Sundays, the ballroom opened to the 
public for dancing and music, including per-
formances by Duke Ellington, Count Basie, 
and Chester ‘‘Chet’’ Rupe. During the time of 
segregation, The Galvan Ballroom played a 
major role in the social and cultural develop-
ment of Corpus Christi. The venue promoted 
integration of the Hispanic and Anglo-Amer-
ican communities through diverse musical 
acts, which included African-American groups. 

The Galvan Ballroom continues to be a mu-
sical landmark in Corpus Christi. Today, the 
ballroom hosts weddings, quinceañeras and 
other events. On the first floor is the head-
quarters of the Galvan Music Company. Eddie 
Galvan, a member of the original Galvan Or-
chestra, was inducted into the South Texas 
Region XIV Band Directors Hall of Fame, and 
the South Texas Music Walk of Fame has 
also honored members of the Galvan family. 

In 2015, the Galvan Ballroom was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places and 
was designated as a Texas Hispanic Heritage 
site. Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in con-
gratulating the Galvan Ballroom upon receiv-
ing the Texas Treasure Business Award, and 
wish them many more years of continued con-
tributions to the Coastal Bend area. 

f 

VOTER SUPPRESSION IS UN- 
AMERICAN 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today on this Restoration Tuesday, I rise to 
shed light on the continued voter suppression 
around the country during this election year 
and the ongoing battle to protect every Ameri-
can’s constitutional right to vote. 

Alabama—Arizona—Texas—Wisconsin— 
the list goes on. We continue to hear tale after 
tale of modern day barriers to the voting polls 
this election year. After the Supreme Court 
struck down Section 4 pre-clearance require-
ments in 2013, several states took that ruling 

as a license to trample on the Constitution and 
violate the voting rights of vulnerable commu-
nities across the nation. These continued at-
tacks on the rights of eligible voters in this 
country are unconscionable and unconstitu-
tional. Congress needs to act now to stop this 
plague of voter suppression and fight for jus-
tice. 

Today, as you know, the state of New York 
is holding its primary elections. Unsurprisingly, 
complaints have already been made by eligi-
ble voters who registered a minor party or with 
no party, and who will not be able to partici-
pate in the primary elections. New state rules 
allow only registered Democrats to vote in 
Tuesday’s Democratic primary and only reg-
istered Republicans to vote in the GOP con-
test. This new law will leave out 3.2 million 
New Yorkers who are registered to vote. 

Likewise, my home state of Alabama imple-
mented new strict voter ID laws and then 
closed over 30 DMV offices; the most popular 
location to obtain a driver’s license. Arizona 
implemented a similar voter suppression strat-
egy by reducing their voting sites from 200 in 
2012 to 60 in 2016, citing a so-called need for 
budget savings. 

In all, 17 states across the country have im-
plemented new restrictive laws aimed at block-
ing the American people from the ballot box. 
New laws with strict photo identification re-
quirements, early voting cutbacks, new re-
quirements of proof of citizenship, and prac-
tices creating grueling waiting lines are all bur-
densome barriers which would have likely 
been blocked through the Voting Rights Act 
process of pre-clearance. And not surprisingly, 
these new restrictions have disproportionately 
affected minority populations such as African 
Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans as 
well as university students. 

The fear of voter fraud is an excuse. The 
need for budget cutbacks is an excuse. The 
American people are fed up with the excuses. 
Fundamental to our democracy is the right to 
vote, and creating barriers to block the vote is 
truly un-American. It holds little value to give 
someone a car and then take away the keys. 
Our right to vote is the vehicle to democracy 
but we need the keys to easily access the 
polls. The suppression needs to stop, the op-
pression needs to stop, and the excuses need 
to stop. Congress needs to stand up and do 
something about it now. 

On this Restoration Tuesday, I give us all 
the charge to battle against the continued sup-
pression of the American vote and stand 
strong by our principles of democracy, liberty, 
and justice for all. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF IRVIN WAR-
REN AND HIS SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY 

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Irvin Warren was born to a rural 
farming family in Sampson County, North 
Carolina where he spent his early years learn-
ing the value of hard, honest work and the im-
portance of education. Later Mr. Warren pur-
sued higher education at both East Carolina 
and North Carolina State Universities; Mr. 
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