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a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 640 business
leaders and growing.

As a state representative, cyber entre-
preneur at SimSpace Corporation, and as a
Major in the U.S. Air Force, Zach certainly
finds himself with litle spare time. He works
tirelessly in the lowa Legislature to promote
the State of lowa and increase economic op-
portunities both domestically and abroad. Zach
is also dedicated to improving relationships
among public and private entities so we are
able to protect businesses and government
from cyber threats. His dedication to the State
of lowa and our country are a true testament
to his lowa values.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Zach in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Zach on receiving this
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

HONORING MR. HAROLD WARD, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Unsung
Hero, Mr. Harold Ward, Jr., a resident of
Winstonville, Mississippi.

Harold Ward, Jr. was born and raised in the
small town of Mound Bayou, Mississippi,
where he graduated from John F. Kennedy
Memorial High School in 1999. After grad-
uating from high school, Harold attended
Coahoma Community College in Clarksdale,
Mississippi, and Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity in Itta Bena, Mississippi. Harold is a
member of Mount Olive Missionary Baptist
Church in Mound Bayou. He is the son of
Judge Harold Ward Sr. and Patricia White-
Ward; the youngest of four children: Ms.
Chauncila M. Ward (deceased), Dr. Kendria
Ward, and Attorney Yumekia Ward; the grand-
son of the late Napoleon White Sr. and Mrs.
Earline J. Hill, Reverend Henry Ward and Mrs.
lola Ward.

Mr. Ward was born with sickle cell disease.
At the age of 25, Harold’s oldest sister,
Chauncila, passed away from complications of
sickle cell disease. Sickle Cell Disease is an
inherited blood disorder that affects nearly
100,000 Americans. Sickle Cell Disease
causes red blood cells to form into crescent
shapes like sickles that cuts off the oxygen
supply to the blood causing excruciating pain.
Even though Mr. Ward suffers from this debili-
tating disease, he does not allow it to com-
pletely make him bedridden and on his good
days he does volunteer work.
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Always unselfish with his time and im-
mensely involved with community service ac-
tivities in the City of Mound Bayou and the
town of Winstonville, Mississippi. Mr. Ward
has been a constant inspiration to others.

In 2007, he began volunteering his services
at Delta Health Center in Mound Bayou, Mis-
sissippi, where he assisted nurses with triage
patients, filing documents, and read Christmas
stories to patients’ children. He also aided in
the recruitment of patients to the facility by
going door to door informing people of the
services available at Delta Health Center. In
2014 Mr. Ward was lead sales representative
with Humana and guided qualified individuals
through the sign-up process for Obamacare.

Mr. Ward reorganized the town of
Winstonville Volunteer Fire Department where
he currently serves as Fire Chief. He encour-
aged people in the community between the
ages of 21-35 to volunteer their services to
the town by becoming a volunteer fire fighter.

On February 22, 2015 he received an award
from Chi Mu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, of Mound Bayou,
Mississippi, in recognition for his outstanding
contributions and dedicated services in the
field of health.

Mr. Ward compassionately volunteers with
the City of Mound Bayou, serving as assistant
to Mayor Darryl Johnson.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing this amazing Unsung Hero.

——————

IN HONOR OF PEARLIE S. REED

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | pay tribute to an outstanding civic leader
and public servant, Pearlie S. Reed. Mr. Reed
passed away on Friday, April 8, 2016. A fu-
neral service was held on Friday, April 15,
2016 11:00 a.m. at Old St. Paul Baptist
Church in West Memphis, Arkansas.

Mr. Reed was born in Heth, Arkansas and
attended the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff, where he earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Animal Husbandry in 1970. He later
earned a master's degree in Public Adminis-
tration-Finance from American University in
Washington, DC, in 1980.

Mr. Reed began his career with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Soil Con-
servation Service while he was still a college
student in 1968. In the years that followed, Mr.
Reed rose steadily in the Soil Conservation
Service from a soil conservationist, to deputy
state conservationist, to State Conservationist
for Maryland from 1985-1989 and State Con-
servationist for California from 1989-1993. Mr.
Reed then served as Associate Chief after the
Soil Conservation Service was renamed the
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). In this capacity, he spearheaded the
most comprehensive reorganization of the
agency in its 60-year history. He also initiated
the American Indian outreach effort for NRCS
to work directly with tribes and provided lead-
ership in the development and implementation
of the Conservation Title of the 1996 Farm
Bill.

In 1997, Mr. Reed served as Acting Assist-
ant Secretary of Agriculture for Administration
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before he was promoted to Chief of NRCS in
1998, a position he held until 2002 when he
was named Regional Conservationist for the
Western United States.

In 1996, then-Secretary of Agriculture Dan
Glickman appointed Mr. Reed to lead the Sec-
retary’s Civil Rights Action Team to develop
recommendations to advance civil rights within
USDA. The Team made 92 recommendations
and President Bill Clinton issued an order that
all recommendations be implemented. As Mr.
Reed stated, “the work of the Civil Rights Ac-
tion Team is recognized as having set direc-
tion for civil rights policy at USDA to ensure
that every employee treats every customer
and co-worker fairly and equitably, with dignity
and respect.”

Although Mr. Reed retired from USDA in
2003, his strong and effective leadership was
widely noted, and he was nominated by Presi-
dent Barack Obama to serve as Assistant
Secretary of Agriculture in May 2009. Mr.
Reed also served as a leader of several
USDA-wide initiatives, such as the chair of the
USDA/1990 Task Force, chair of the USDA
Agricultural Air Quality Task Force, and chair
of the USDA National Food and Agriculture
Council. His service included international con-
servation experience and his contributions in
South Africa, Australia, and the International
Soil Conservation Organization demonstrate
the breadth of his influence.

For nearly four decades, Pearlie Reed was
a familiar face at USDA and a driving force for
progress within the Department. He acted as
a voice for disadvantaged and minority farm-
ers and worked tirelessly to advocate for the
conservation of our nation’s precious re-
sources. Over the course of his career, Mr.
Reed received numerous awards and com-
mendations, including the Distinguished Presi-
dential Rank Award for strength, integrity, in-
dustry, and a relentless commitment to public
service; the George Washington Carver Public
Service Hall of Fame Award; and the USDA
Secretary’s Honor Award for equal opportunity
and civil rights; among others.

On a personal note, | had the privilege of
working closely with Pearlie during my time on
the House Agriculture Committee and through
my ongoing service on the Agriculture Sub-
committee of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee. | have truly been blessed by his friend-
ship, counsel and inspiration throughout the
years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in saluting Pearlie S. Reed for his out-
standing public service and his influence on
progress at the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. We extend our deepest condolences
to Mr. Reed’s family and friends during this
difficult time and we pray they will be consoled
and comforted by an abiding faith and the
Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and months
ahead.

———

IN APPRECIATION OF THE
SERVICE OF STEPHANIE BAEZ

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Stephanie Baez for her dedicated service
to the House of Representatives. Over the
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past six years, she worked for several Mem-
bers representing her home state of New York
and most recently the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, where she has served as the Commu-
nications Director for the Democratic staff.

A 2008 graduate of Stony Brook University,
Stephanie majored in political science with a
concentration in journalism. She began her ca-
reer on Capitol Hill in 2010 as a staff assistant
for Congressman Anthony Weiner of New
York, where she was promoted to press as-
sistant and legislative correspondent. She then
served as a press assistant and legislative
correspondent for the office of Congressman
CHARLES B. RANGEL, and later served as the
communications director for Congressman
HAKEEM JEFFRIES. In 2014, she was hired as
the communications director for the House Ju-
diciary Committee Democratic staff.

As the spokesperson for the Committee,
Stephanie worked tirelessly to disseminate the
messages of the Democratic Members, create
and maintain relationships with the press,
manage the Committee social media ac-
counts, and overhaul the Democratic website.
She organized many high profile press brief-
ings and coordinated with other Committees
and their Members to ensure the press re-
ceived timely and accurate information. Steph-
anie excelled at all of these tasks. She earned
a well-deserved reputation for being depend-
able, and her expertise and energy were ap-
preciated by staff and Members alike.

We thank Stephanie for her many out-
standing contributions to the House Judiciary
Committee and the U.S. House of Represent-
atives, and wish her well as she returns to
New York to work for the New York Economic
Development Corporation. She will surely be
missed.

—————

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LET-
TER CARRIERS ANNUAL “STAMP
OUT HUNGER” FOOD DRIVE

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to commend the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers (NALC) on their contin-
ued efforts to eliminate hunger in the United
States by creating and sponsoring the “Stamp
Out Hunger” Annual Food Drive, the largest
one-day food drive in the country.

On the second Saturday of May, letter car-
riers across the United States collect food do-
nations on their postal routes to deliver to
community food banks, shelters, and pantries.
Each year, over 175,000 letter carriers in more
than 10,000 cities and towns participate in
Stamp Out Hunger, which collected 71 million
pounds of food nationwide in the last year.

Stamp Out Hunger began as a pilot pro-
gram in just ten cities. But soon it became
clear that the food drive was a resounding
success, and it was expanded nationwide. The
program asks postal patrons to place a box or
bag of food next to their mailboxes. The food
is then picked up, sorted at postal stations and
then delivered to local food banks by letter
carriers.

In my state of California, The California
State Association of Letter Carriers is among
the top contributors in the nation to the food
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drive, collecting over 6 million pounds of food
in 2015 alone. It is my hope that during the
month of May, more Americans will consider
becoming involved in the NALC Food Drive to
help those members of our communities who
face hunger every day.

| express my strong appreciation for Amer-
ica’s Letter Carriers, and their tradition of com-
munity service and commitment to improving
the lives of needy citizens. | also wish to ac-
knowledge the NALC’s organizing partners—
the United States Postal Service, United Food
and Commercial Workers International, Na-
tional Rural Letter Carriers Association, United
Way Worldwide, AFL CIO, Valpak, and
Valassis for their assistance and support for
the Letter Carriers Food Drive.

Finally, | urge each American to leave a can
of food by their mailbox on the second Satur-
day in May. Together, we can Stamp Out
Hunger and make a difference in the lives of
millions of Americans.

———

IN HONOR OF MIKE WESTCOTT,
YAVAPAI COUNTY’S TEACHER OF
THE YEAR

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of my constituents, Mike Westcott,
of Verde Valley, Arizona.

Mike Westcott recently received the teacher
of the year award for outstanding work as a
teacher at Mingus Union High School. West-
cott has excelled in teaching sciences, specifi-
cally Chemistry, at Mingus Union High for 30
years. Mr. Westcott has contributed greatly to
the advancement of his local learning commu-
nity.

Mike Westcott’'s dedication to the Mingus
Union community extends even further back
than his teaching career. He is a third-genera-
tion native of Verde Valley where he himself
attended and graduated from Mingus Union
High School. He continued his studies at
Yavapai College and then earned a Bachelor’s
of Science degree from Northern Arizona Uni-
versity. In the following years he received a
MAT degree in Physical Science and a M.Ed.
degree in Educational Leadership from NAU
as well. After his own academics successes,
Westcott directed his energy to better the stu-
dents of Mingus Union High School. He has
taught a number of various science classes
but favors chemistry. He has also taught Ad-
vanced Placement chemistry for more than 15
years. Mr. Westcott has further contributed to
the school and community as a teacher on ad-
ministrative assignment and as an instructional
coach.

Mr. Westcott is a prime example of a great
educator, and the positive influence that he
has on his students will resonate for years to
come.
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HONORING OFFICER BRIAN
STROCKBINE

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Officer Brian Strockbine, of the Third
Congressional District, who is an 11-year vet-
eran of the Evesham Township Police Depart-
ment, and in his past three work shifts, has
miraculously saved the lives of three civilians

On March 8, 2016, and March 17, 2016 Of-
ficer Strockbine responded to two separate in-
stances in which a female was reported unre-
sponsive. In both incidents, Officer Strockbine
was first on the scene and immediately began
CPR on the victims, eventually able to sta-
bilize and save their lives.

Finally, on March 12, 2016, Officer
Strockbine responded to a car accident with
injuries. Officer Strockbine was first on the
scene and noticed that the interior of the vehi-
cle was filled with smoke and about to catch
fire. Officer Strockbine broke the passenger
side window and carried the victim to safety.

In a one-week period, Officer Strockbine
saved three lives, and prevented the families
of these individuals from an immense level of
suffering and grief. He is a true public servant,
who continually puts his life on the line to pro-
tect and serve his community.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
honored to have Officer Brian Strockbine as a
member of their community, who has dedi-
cated his career to putting the safety of others
before himself, and has saved many civilian
lives in the process. | am honored to recog-
nize him for his service and to commend him
for all that he has done for his community, be-
fore the United States House of Representa-
tives.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HENRY
FORD COLLEGE FEDERATION OF
TEACHERS AFT LOCAL 1650

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 50th anniversary of the Henry
Ford College Federation of Teachers AFT
Local 1650. The members of Henry Ford AFT
have been dedicated to the Dearborn commu-
nity and Southeast Michigan since their incep-
tion, demonstrating the power of education in
uplifting a community.

Henry Ford Community College was found-
ed in 1938 as a public two year college in
Dearborn, Michigan. Henry Ford College, as it
is called today, has been a gateway to higher
education for thousands of students, offering
high quality programming at an affordable tui-
tion rate. Throughout the years, Henry Ford
College has been able to deliver top level edu-
cation because of their excellent faculty and
staff.

In 1966, full time teaching faculty, coun-
selors, and librarians at Henry Ford College
chartered the AFT Local 1650 to ensure that
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