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hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Marshall Foster attends Dawson High 
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: 
Select an important event that has occurred in 
the past year and explain how that event has 
changed/shaped our country. 

This past year, President Barack Obama 
signed a nuclear agreement with Iranian 
leaders and other world leaders that would 
lift economic sanctions off of Iran in return 
for Iran’s compliance concerning nuclear ac-
tivities. This deal was put into place under 
the extremely dangerous mindset that a bad 
deal is better than no deal. President Obama 
and his administration have basically writ-
ten a large check to a corrupt Iranian gov-
ernment, a government that funds and har-
bors terrorists, in return for their compli-
ance with the rules they are already sup-
posed to be following. 

This agreement severely weakens our great 
country and empowers Iran. We know that 
Iran is a radical Islamic state and yet this 
deal legitimizes Iran’s nuclear program. We 
are now allowing Iran to continue to enrich 
uranium, after years of insisting they cease. 
The deal also allows Iran to keep over 6,000 
centrifuges, something that will accelerate 
their capability to enrich the uranium. 
President Obama’s promise that ‘‘if Iran 
cheats, the world will know it’’ is an empty 
one. Iran has proven time and time again 
that they have no problem violating agree-
ments when it proves beneficial to them. Our 
inspections will most likely prove to be too 
little, too late to stop their illegal activities. 
In short, the deal provides only limited and 
unenforceable restraints on Iran’s nuclear 
advancements while at the same time pro-
viding them with relief of economic sanc-
tions. 

The world is watching. This deal makes 
the United States of America, the country 
who should be viewed as the greatest power 
in the world, look weak. We have made a 
deal with a country led by a man who refers 
to us as ‘‘The Great Satan’’ and funds the 
terrorist groups that call for the destruction 
of our nation. Iran has continually shown 
that they do not want to establish peaceful 
relations with the United States while they 
are fighting their ‘‘Holy War’’ against the 
West. We are giving power to a country who 
is by most seen as our most unpredictable 
and biggest nuclear threat. Our president 
and his administration have jeopardized the 
safety of our own country, as well as the 
safety of our allies. However, when being op-
timistic, it is possible that this display of 
weakness shown by the current president 
will show the American people that we need 
a stronger and smarter Commander in Chief. 
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HONORING JERUSALEM OUTREACH 
CHILD & ADULT LEARNING CEN-
TER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Jerusalem Out-
reach Child and Adult Learning Center in 
Charleston, MS. It is locally referred to as 
JOCI (Jerusalem Outreach Center Incor-
porated). 

JOCI was established as a nonprofit organi-
zation in the year 2000. JOCI was one of the 
partners in a county wide effort to provide 
service to citizens living in hard to reach and 
underserved communities in Tallahatchie 
County like Paynes and Glendora. JOCI’s goal 
is to meet the educational and health and so-
cial welfare needs of both children and adults 
regardless of race. Their partner Glendora 
Economic and Community Development Cor-
poration (GECDCo) focused on the develop-
ment needs of the communities like housing, 
recreation, jobs, and more. 

In order to achieve the above goals JOCI 
hosts health fairs and provides a long list of 
services. The services include, but are not lim-
ited to: personal counseling, referrals to out-
side resources, depending on the issue; social 
therapy for special needs clients; child care; 
after school care and services; educational 
classes; tutoring; and more. Since 2000, 
JOCI’s record of achievement has attracted 
new partners to their effort: Mississippi State 
University Early Childhood Institute, Quality 
Stars, the Department of Human Services, 
and the Tallahatchie Early Learning Alliance 
(TELA). 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Jerusalem Outreach Child & 
Adult Learning Center in Charleston, MS for 
their work in those hard to reach communities 
in Tallahatchie County, MS. 
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TRIBUTE TO NOREEN OTTO 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Noreen 
Otto for being named a 2016 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 640 business 
leaders and growing. 

As the Vice President for Government Rela-
tions at Hy-Vee, Noreen has been committed 
to helping stores across the Midwest be as 
successful as possible. Her drive to continu-
ously learn more about her company, how it 
works, and how she can better serve it has 
led to her success. She is also a dedicated 
member of her community, as she serves on 
three separate nonprofit boards as well as re-
cently being appointed to the Jasper County 
Board of Review. Her willingness to serve oth-
ers and dedication to community involvement 
is a true testament to her Iowa values. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Noreen in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I recognize and applaud her for utilizing her 
talents to better both her community and the 
great state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues 

in the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating Noreen on receiving 
this esteemed designation, thanking those at 
Business Record for their great work, and 
wishing each member of the 2016 Forty Under 
40 class a long and successful career. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 37TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ENACT-
MENT OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT 

HON. CHARLES J. ‘‘CHUCK’’ 
FLEISCHMANN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, on April 
10th, the United States and Taiwan celebrated 
the 37th anniversary of the enactment of the 
Taiwan Relations Act (TRA). This U.S. law, 
passed in 1979, codifies the enduring strength 
of the relationship between our two great peo-
ples. 

Taiwan is one of America’s oldest and most 
dependable partners in Asia. The U.S.-Taiwan 
relationship is based on our shared values 
and our common interest in stability and pros-
perity in East Asia. Taiwan is a young democ-
racy, but its people have built a prosperous 
and free society with strong institutions, worthy 
of emulation and envy. 

I would also like to highlight that U.S.-Tai-
wan relations have been at its best since 
1979, not only demonstrated at the govern-
ment-to-government level, but also in 
grassroot and people-to-people connection. 
Just take our bilateral trade for example. 
Seven years ago this island of 23 million peo-
ple was our 15th largest export partner. Now, 
Taiwan has grown to become our 9th largest 
overall trading partner and our 7th largest des-
tination for agricultural exports. Also, Taiwan is 
the 5th largest export market for Asia in my 
home state of Tennessee. Moreover, Taiwan 
participated in the U.S. Visa Waiver Program 
in 2012. As a result, travel for business and 
pleasure from Taiwan to the United States 
jumped 35 percent in 2013 alone. With these 
robust and strong connections, I am not sur-
prised that in the past three years there were 
40 state legislative chambers that passed res-
olutions in support of our close relationship 
with Taiwan. I am proud that Tennessee was 
one of them and has the sister-state relation-
ship with Taiwan. 

As our focus on the Asia-Pacific increases, 
we will maintain our commitment to TRA and 
continue to support Taiwan’s freedom, democ-
racy, and economic prosperity. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE WYOMING 
STATE SOCIETY, DAUGHTERS OF 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

HON. CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Wyoming State Society, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, which will 
hold its one hundred and first annual con-
ference on May 20–22, 2016 in Thermopolis, 
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Wyoming. Nearly one hundred members will 
attend, including State Regent Susan Haines 
as well as the national organization’s Presi-
dent General Lynn Forney Young. As part of 
the National Society, Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution, the Wyoming State Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolution is a vol-
unteer organization comprised of women who 
can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the 
American Revolution. The Wyoming State So-
ciety has eleven chapters, with some five hun-
dred members statewide. Its mission of his-
toric preservation, promotion of education, and 
encouragement of patriotic activities improves 
the communities in which we live. These dedi-
cated women contribute their time and re-
sources working with school groups and vet-
erans all over the state. They also welcome 
new American citizens at naturalization cere-
monies held in Wyoming. 

Each chapter in the State Society has a 
unique connection to the local community and 
its history. For instance, in Thermopolis, where 
this year’s conference will be held, the local 
chapter is named for Chief Washakie of the 
Shoshone Tribe. In 1896, Chief Washakie, 
along with Chief Sharp Nose of the Arapaho 
Tribe, sold land encompassing the local min-
eral hot springs to the United States govern-
ment. He insisted a portion of the sale be 
used to create an area for public use, which 
resulted in the creation of Hot Springs State 
Park in 1897. Each year, the Washakie Chap-
ter holds The Gift of the Waters Pageant to 
commemorate Chief Washakie’s gift of the hot 
springs. It is my honor to acknowledge this 
and the many other contributions to society 
the women of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution have made throughout history, and 
continue to make today. 
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HONORING MEMBERS OF THE WIN-
TERS MIDDLE SCHOOL ART 
CLASS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, we rise to 
recognize and honor the members of the Win-
ters Middle School Art Class for their contribu-
tion to the designation ceremony of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible the tireless work of countless advo-
cates. Their commitment to engaging friends, 
colleagues, local residents, businesses, stake-
holders across the country, and policymakers 
in a coordinated effort to achieve permanent 
protection was critical to the establishment of 
the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen and women and sportsmen and 
women will be able to enjoy this landmark that 
is now forever open and accessible to outdoor 

enthusiasts from Northern California and be-
yond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. We’d like to recog-
nize the students of the Winters Middle School 
Art Class—Madison Duarte, Cinthia Garnica, 
Amaya Jimenez, Yesenia Rodriguez, Montana 
Maggenti, Victor Ayala, Leiayla Juarez, Jozlyn 
Rooney, Sofia Chavez, April Quezada, Jaime 
Mora, Alexis Biasi, Evan Barnett, Jaxson 
Davis, Crystal Cortex, Samatha Salgado and 
Asma Nuristani—for their part in the beautiful 
art work displayed at the designation cere-
mony. 
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EQUAL PAY DAY 2016 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, April 12, 2016, 
our nation marked Equal Pay Day, a day that 
symbolizes when, now four months into the 
new year, women’s wages finally catch up to 
what their male counterparts earned during 
the previous year. 

On June 10th, 1963, President John F Ken-
nedy signed the Equal Pay Act, which estab-
lished the principle of equal pay for equal work 
for women in the workforce. 

Yet, sadly, more than 50 years later, women 
on average earn 79 cents for every dollar 
earned by men. 

African-American women fare even worse, 
earning only 64 cents for every dollar earned 
by white, non-Hispanic men. 

Today, families rely increasingly on wom-
en’s wages to make ends meet, and with less 
take-home pay, women have less money to 
cover the everyday needs of their families. 

In the spirit of Equal Pay Day 2016, I call 
upon Congressional Republicans to work with 
Democrats in getting the long-overdue Pay-
check Fairness Act, H.R. 1619, enacted into 
law. 

Mr. Speaker, When Women Succeed, 
America Succeeds and our economy suc-
ceeds. 
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MAJORITY RULE ESSAY BY 
NANDAN MARWAHA 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 

have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
from across the political spectrum that sheds 
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will 
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Nandan Marwaha attends Clements High 
School in Sugar Land, Texas. The essay topic 
is: Majority Rule. 

The idea that public policy makers have to 
justify their actions to the general public is 
one that was around long before the United 
States of America. It seems that the best 
way for this justification to happen is a basic 
utilitarian ethic, an ends-based method-
ology. It states that the action that should 
follow is one that promotes the greatest 
good for the greatest number. In other 
words, if the majority of people benefit from, 
or agree with, an action it ought morally be 
the one that is taken. This ethic applies to 
the majority rule system in the United 
States federal government, as utilitarianism 
clearly serves as a basis for this system. 

However, we must place side-constraints 
on this theory in order to help the minori-
ties, as we cannot just dismiss the ideas of 
49% of the population. As a policymaker, I 
would take into account the views of the mi-
norities in order to prevent their systematic 
oppression. Moreover, the perspectives of the 
minorities bring a new viewpoint to the 
table, and allow for government officials to 
solve societal ills. Thus, if was ever to be 
part of the political machine, I would accept 
the views of the majority alongside the views 
of the minorities as both have an important 
role and carry equal weights. I would serve 
as a trustee, combining the different views 
to form a more comprehensive plan that all 
people can agree with. I would also push for 
more collaboration between the minorities 
and majorities in order to make a com-
promise that reaches everyone’s needs. 

Not only does the idea of majority rule af-
fect public policy changes, but also the gov-
ernmental system itself. For example, in a 
presidential election, the candidate who pro-
duces the most amounts of votes gains all 
the electoral votes from that state, a ‘‘win-
ner-take-all’’ system. This serves as proof 
that the majority rule system gives too 
much power to the 51%. Not only that, but in 
the House of Representatives we see that a 
majority is able to control nearly all the ac-
tions of the government. We cannot simply 
ignore the voices of the minorities; they still 
play a vital role in the government. 

Though majority rule has its fair share of 
benefits, it also has an equitable amount of 
flaws. However, the government obligation is 
to serve and please as many of its constitu-
ents as it can, so majority rule serves as the 
best ideal for any governmental system. 
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TRIBUTE TO ZACH NUNN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Zach 
Nunn for being named a 2016 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
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