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field. The National Academy was founded by
Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Darling; Mr.
Rossi currently serves as president. The Con-
gress is being held at the Tsongas Center at
the University of Massachusetts, Lowell from
June 29th through July 1st. Deepshikha was
selected by a group of educators to be a dele-
gate for the Congress thanks to her dedication
to her academic success and goals of pur-
suing science or technology. We are proud of
Deepshikha and all of her hard work, and
know she will make Fresno proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Deepshikha for being accepted into the Na-
tional Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work.

HONORING LANIER HIGH SCHOOL

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Lanier High School.
It takes its name from the late, distinguished,
William Henry Lanier, a former President of
Alcorn College and the first Supervisor of
Jackson Colored Public Schools.

Lanier was born a slave in Huntsville, Ala-
bama in 1851. He attended Tougaloo College,
Oberlin College and Fisk University and re-
ceived his B.A. degree from Roger Williams
University. He served as president of Alcorn
A&M for six years. Lanier taught school in For-
est, Winona, Black Hawk, Carrollton, Yazoo
City and Jackson. He was principal of the
Robertson School from 1912-1929.

Lanier was first organized as a junior-senior
high school in 1925, providing instruction for
pupils from the seventh through the twelfth
grades. A new chapter was added to our his-
tory when, on February 8, 1954, they trans-
ferred from the old Lanier at 136 East Ash
Street and occupied the new Lanier Junior-
Senior High School building at 833 West
Maple Street. On January 27, 1972, the
United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals or-
dered that Lanier School be designated as a
center for the enroliment of 10th, 11th, and
12th grade students. In 1991, 9th grade stu-
dents were added to the enroliment.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Lanier High School.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, April 12, 2016, | was unable to be
present for recorded votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted: “Yes” on roll call
vote No. 139 (on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 1567, as amended).
“Yes” on roll call vote No. 140 (on the motion
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 4676, as
amended).
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E.L. KENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

NAMED A 2015 BLUE RIBBON
SCHOOL
HON. KENNY MARCHANT
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | am proud
to congratulate E.L. Kent Elementary School
in Carrollton, Texas, for earning the distinction
of being named one of the nation’s most suc-
cessful schools through the National Blue Rib-
bon Schools Program.

In 1982, the Department of Education estab-
lished the National Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
gram to recognize schools for their high or sig-
nificantly improved achievement. The pro-
gram’s goal is to identify the methods of thriv-
ing American schools to inspire others to imi-
tate their successful practices.

In September of 2015, Secretary of Edu-
cation Arne Duncan named E.L. Kent Elemen-
tary School as a 2015 Blue Ribbon School.
Schools selected for national honors reflect
high standards and accountability to their stu-
dents and community. E.L. Kent Elementary
School remains committed to enhancing the
quality of learning for its students. The tireless
work of the school’s educators and families
cannot go unnoticed, along with the hard work
of the students who helped earn this award.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating E.L. Kent Elementary School on its ac-
complishment as a National Blue Ribbon
School.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, on Roll Call 145, | would have voted
No.

————

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAcCDILL
AIR FORCE BASE

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the 75th anniversary of
MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa Bay. With
much of the world engulfed in conflict in 1939,
the War Department selected Tampa to house
a new military air field which would go on to
become MacDill Air Force Base. With Tampa’s
natural and strategic location, MacDill has
grown and expanded over its 75 years serving
as a testament to our nation’s military might
and Tampa’s dedication to supporting the
brave men and women of the Armed Services.

Officially activated on April 16, 1941,
MacDill trained World War Il airmen to fly and
operate bombers including the B-17 Flying
Fortress and the B—26 Marauder. Throughout
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the Second World War, MacDill saw thou-
sands of servicemen train to lead the force in
the dangerous skies over Europe. From start
to finish, MacDill played a critical role in our
country’s great military achievement.

After World War Il, the bombers gave way
to fighters when MacDill became a Tactical Air
Command. The turmoil in the 1960s again
highlighted the strategic importance of
MacDill’s location. Throughout the Vietnam
War and up until the first Gulf War in 1991,
Tampa became a home for the F—-4 Phantoms
and later F-16 Fighting Falcons. Between
1979 and 1993, about half of all F-16 fighter
pilots trained at MacDill Air Force Base.

Currently, MacDill houses the 6th Air Mobil-
ity Wing and 39 Mission Teammates, including
U.S. Central Command and U.S. Special Op-
erations Command. MacDill is home to more
than 13,000 military and civilian personnel and
about 170,000 retirees live in the Tampa area
and depend on the base for many necessary
services. MacDill remains a vital economic
driver and a source of good paying jobs for
Tampa Bay residents. MacDill extends the
global reach of U.S. air power through global
air refueling and airlift operations and is a mis-
sion our community embraces.

In facing our nation’s ongoing and future na-
tional security challenges, | am confident that
MacDill will continue to play a vital role in pro-
tecting the safety of our families and all Ameri-
cans. Tampa is proud to host and | am hon-
ored to represent MacDill Air Force Base
every day and today on its 75 year anniver-

sary.

HONORING LILLIE V. DAVIS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mrs. Lillie V. Thomp-
son Davis.

Mrs. Lillie V. Thompson Davis, a life time
resident of Quitman County, MS, has a strong
belief in God; she is a friend to education, a
retired school teacher of 42 years, and lives in
Marks, MS. She has a teaching experience of
more than forty-two years which include sev-
enteen years as assistant principal, Adult Edu-
cation teacher, teaching in the prison system,
and in the state of Indiana. She is a graduate
of Rust College Holly Springs, MS and earned
a Master of Education from the University of
MS Oxford, MS. She was one of the first of
four teachers who taught in an integrated
school system in an all white school in Marks,
MS. Mrs. Davis is an advocate for education
and has tutored students in reading and math
without a fee, and made generous donations
to an educational program. She is sustaining
her teaching career as an advanced adult
Sunday School teacher at her membership
church in Marks, MS.

She initiated the idea to build a much need-
ed gym for the Quitman County Middle
School, by the passing of a bond issue. The
first attempt to pass the bond issue failed by
23 votes in November of 2013, but because of
her fervent prayers, profound determination,
and help of many dedicated hard working indi-
viduals, the bond issue of four million dollars
was tried a second time and passed in No-
vember, 2014. She has been a member of
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Quitman County School Board since 2006,
and has worked untiringly trying to bring about
positive changes for the boys and girls of the
Quitman County School System. And also
since she wanted to share her knowledge of
some undocumented history of the early life of
Blacks in the Delta, she wrote a book entitled
“Drifting Into Falcon.”

Mrs. Davis is the mother of three daughters:
Pamela, Jamesetta and Wanda, who is de-
ceased. She has five grandchildren: Larry,
Brandon, Darnell, Steve and Ashley; and four
great grandchildren: Debrisha, Marian, Lauren
and Laila.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. Lillie V. Davis because she
is definitely the epitome of an unsung hero.

ESSAY BY LAUREN GROVER
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Lauren Grover attends Clear Springs High
School in League City, Texas. The essay topic
is: Select an important event that has occurred
in the past year and explain how that event
has changed/shaped our country.

In this past year there have been numerous
significant events that have transpired and
while many of them have shaped our country
as a whole; I believe that there is one in par-
ticular that has changed our country by
stating something that for a while has been
suppressed. The Supreme Court case
Obergefell vs. Hodges or as many people
know it, the legalization of same sex mar-
riage. While many people believe that it has
caused the people to choose sides, I strongly
believe that it has actually allowed people to
come together in different ways and has
slowly started to allow for more tolerance.
Before this case, many people believed that
implementing rules such as ‘“‘don’t ask, don’t
tell”” would take care of awkward situations
but by allowing the LGBT community to
have legal marriage opportunities it will
bring a new outlook for a new generation.
This takes equality to the next level by al-
lowing anyone and everyone to feel that they
have the same rights as everyone else. As the
younger generations become older the toler-
ance of the entire country will be greater. In
the beginning the freedom was strictly
meant for certain people which allowed for
slavery and segregation which was later un-
derstood as being wrong to look down upon a
person because of their skin color, then it
was woman’s rights which later turned into
woman becoming an important role model
and no longer living in a ‘“‘man’s world”’, and
now the right to choose who will be able to
love who comes into play and allowing ev-
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eryone to have the same opportunities to be
who they want to be. Everyone has the right
to choose which path they want to travel
without the fear that society will not ap-
prove of their decision. This country has had
many ups and downs in the fight for freedom
but the shape is becoming less strict and
more accepting. Not only has the country be-
come more tolerant but also open minded.
The world is changing and the country is
moving along with it. The amount of free-
dom given is in the hands of the people and
it is their choice what happens with it.

PRESCIENT
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Prescient for
receiving a Business Recognition Award from
the Jefferson County Economic Development
Corporation.

Prescient offers a fully integrated design en-
gineering and construction solution, including
3D virtual model system, welding robots, and
CNC drilling machines allowing for industry-
leading levels of material efficiency. Prescient
has worked on the Colorado Christian Univer-
sity residence hall and the Hyatt House in
Belmar.

The Business Recognition Award is given to
companies that show growth in primary em-
ployment, sales and/or capital investment in
the last year. Prescient is well-deserving of
this award for their upcoming relocation and
expansion of their manufacturing operations in
Arvada which will bring 250 high-paying jobs
to the county and $8.9 million in capital invest-
ment to our community. The new facility is
owned, and partially occupied by the Sorin
Group, which has also decided to relocate
their operations and 300-plus employees to
Jefferson County.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Pre-
scient for this well-deserved recognition by
Jefferson County EDC. Thank you for your
contributions to the Jefferson County economy
and community.

———

TRIBUTE TO KOLBY JONES
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kolby
Jones for being named a 2016 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 640 business
leaders and growing.
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As the Director of Business Development at
Ecosystem Services Exchange and the owner
of a new restaurant, Kolby certainly does not
find himself with much spare time. He has
been tirelessly dedicated to improving water
quality within the state of lowa by promoting
better practices that focus on drain tile line
management. Kolby is also civically engaged
in his community by chairing the Polo on the
Green organization that has grown in its chari-
table donations each of the three years he has
served. His work ethic and dedication to civic
engagement is a true testament to his char-
acter and lowa values.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Kolby in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Kolby on receiving this
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

———

TWO-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NIGERIAN GIRLS KIDNAPPING

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, today marks two
years since the terrorist group Boko Haram
abducted nearly 300 Nigerian school girls from
their school in the middle of the night. Most of
those girls have not been seen or heard from
since.

Boko Haram has abducted, imprisoned, and
violated countless women and girls in Nigeria
and surrounding countries.

They have displaced more than 2 million
people, including 1.4 million children, who
have seen their homes destroyed, their fami-
lies brutally killed, their lives torn apart.

In 2014, Boko Haram was responsible for
nearly seven thousand deaths, making it
deadlier than any other terrorist group, includ-
ing ISIS.

But amid all the horrors in the world, the
media and the global community have largely
remained silent about Boko Haram’s brutal-
ities.

As a member of the House Committee on
Homeland Security, | continue to advocate for
increased attention to Boko Haram, knowing
that the atrocities perpetrated by Boko Haram
could very well cause further instability
throughout the region and have significant im-
plications for U.S. national security.

Earlier this year, | called for a committee
hearing to explore the issues around Boko
Haram. We have a moral responsibility to
work toward the elimination of this terrorist
group. Inaction is incompatible with our com-
mitment to human rights.

Those who choose to ignore the ongoing
atrocities committed by Boko Haram look at
Africa and see instability and strife. Those of
us here today look and see these kidnapped
girls, and we think about what would happen
to our own children if they were taken from us.

It is time for all of us to see these girls not
as a burden of another nation, but as a re-
sponsibility of our own. It is time for us to help
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